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Next Steps

Community-based planning and development of this Strategic Plan for Older Adults has
defined several steps and strategies to address the needs of Long Beach’s aging
population. The foundation of the Plan was conceived with the intent that existing
programs will be retained and enhanced and that the community will benefit from
increased support and coordination of these and new programs.

The implementation of the Plan will require bold leadership and commitment from older
adults, their families and caregivers, providers, and leaders from the public and private
sectors. Because the City is currently facing financial and economic limitations, the
Planning Task Force recommends that the City collaborate with diverse stakeholders to
create innovative approaches for allocating new and existing resources to achieve the
Plan’s goals.

The Long Beach Strategic Plan for Older Adults provides direction for the City to work
with the ad-hoc implementation committee and with the assistance of various well
established community networks, to implement the Plan’s recommendations.

Adopting the Plan’s Vision

The Strategic Plan for Older Adults was developed with a spirit of optimism that the City
of Long Beach and the members of the community will embrace and adopt the Plan’s
call to action and work toward the Plan’s vision that Long Beach will be the Best City
to Live in for a Lifetime.

KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW -- April, 2002

Q: Do you have any last comments about the Strategic Plan,
or is there anything you want to see included in the Plan?

A: Let’s figure out what is needed by the most vulnerable — that is first on the list.
If we have seniors who can’t eat because they don’ have five dollars — it makes
me so mad | can hardly stand it. | didn’t realize that. We have a problem there.
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