
LONG BEACH 
MUNICIPAL CODE

Volume III
Codified through Ordinance No. ORD-14-0020, enacted 

November 18, 2014.



A.
B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.
I.

J.

K.
L.

M.

N.

CHAPTER 21.10 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

21.10.010 - Title.

This Title of the Long Beach Municipal Code may be known and cited as the "Zoning Regulations of the
City of Long Beach" or the "Zoning Regulations".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.10.020 - Purpose.

The purpose of the Zoning Regulations is to promote and preserve the public health, safety, comfort,
convenience, prosperity and general welfare of the people of Long Beach. Specifically, the Zoning
Regulations intend to achieve the following objectives:

To promote achievement of the proposals of the City General Plan;
To advance the City's position as a regional center of commerce, industry, tourism, recreation and
culture;
To protect residential, commercial, industrial, public and institutional areas from the intrusion of
incompatible land uses;
To provide for desirable, appropriately located living areas in a variety of dwelling types and at a
wide range of population densities, with adequate provisions for sunlight, fresh air and usable
open space;
To assure preservation of adequate space for commercial, industrial and other activities
necessary for a healthy economy;
To promote safe, expeditious and efficient movement of people and goods, with a maximum of
choice in modes of travel and with adequate provisions for parking, loading and the transfer of
modes of travel;
To achieve excellence of design in all future developments and to preserve the natural beauty of
the City's environmental setting;
To promote the growth and productivity of the City's economy;
To stabilize expectations regarding future development, thereby providing a basis for rational
decisions;
To provide opportunities for establishments to be located for efficient operation in a mutually
beneficial relationship to each other and to shared services;
To secure equity among individuals in the use of their property;
To distribute population growth in the City in such a way as to maximize the quality of life enjoyed
by all persons who have an interest in Long Beach;
To guide and encourage the renewal of areas experiencing blight, deterioration and
obsolescence, while protecting and preserving the City's cultural heritage; and
To locate and control land uses so that no noise, vibration, electrical disturbance, smoke, gaseous
or particulate matter, odor, glare, heat, radioactivity, biological material, dust, nor hazard is
generated, created or emitted from any use so as to be a substantial risk to public health, safety
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and welfare or to be of such an extent, intensity or duration as to be a nuisance to or adversely
affect adjacent properties or uses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.10.030 - Scope.

To the extent provided by State or Federal law or regulation, the Zoning Regulations shall apply to all
development including development by the City of Long Beach or use of property within the City, whether
public or private, tidal or submerged, except the following excluded properties:

Roadways. When dedicated as public freeways, streets or alleys, the Zoning Regulations shall
only apply to issues of dedications, improvements, reservations, signage, parkway landscaping,
street trees and curb cut locations. However, in the Coastal Zone, any development or other
public works project in public rights-of-way shall be subject to the local coastal development
permit requirements and procedures in Division IX of Chapter 21.25
Oil, Gas and Water. When properties are used for oil extraction or gas extraction and processing
and for City water wells, and when such uses are regulated by other provisions of the Municipal
Code. However, in the Coastal Zone, all development, including drilling, new operating permits,
new natural gas processing plants, drilling area changes or special condition variances, shall be
subject to the local coastal development permit requirements and procedures in Division IX of
Chapter 21.25
Public Utility Transmission, Distribution and Transit Lines. When locating and using such
lines only, and not when land, air rights or mineral rights are being utilized for other than
transmission, distribution or transit purposes. However, in the Coastal Zone, all development
shall be subject to the local coastal development permit requirements and procedures in Division
IX of Chapter 21.25
Submerged Properties. When properties are submerged, only the local coastal development
permit requirements and procedures in Division IX of Chapter 21.25 shall apply, and these shall
apply outside the jurisdiction of the certified Port of Long Beach Master Plan and implementing
procedures.

(Ord. C-7326 § 1, 1995: Ord. C-7032 § 1, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.10.040 - Minimum requirements.

The Zoning Regulations shall be deemed the minimum requirements to promote and preserve the health,
safety, prosperity and general welfare of the people.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.10.045 - Interpretation of the Ordinance.

If uncertainty arises concerning the content or application of the Zoning Ordinance and its standards, the
Zoning Administrator shall be authorized to determine all pertinent facts and interpret the Ordinance.
Alternatively, the Zoning Administrator may request the Planning Commission to make such
interpretation. In no instance, however, shall the Zoning Administrator determine, nor shall these
regulations be so interpreted, that a use shall be permitted in a zone when such use is specifically listed as
permissible in another zone. The classification of use procedure, which is set forth in Division VI of
Chapter 21.25 of this Title, shall be utilized to resolve such discrepancies.

(Ord. C-7326 § 30, 1995)
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21.10.047 - Granting of minor modi�cation.

Except for any development in the Coastal Zone, whenever there are practical difficulties involved in
carrying out the strict provisions of this Title, the Zoning Administrator may grant minor modifications in
individual cases, provided the Zoning Administrator can make a finding that a special reason or
circumstance makes the strict application of this Title impractical, and that the minor modification is in
conformity with the spirit and purpose of this Title.

If the Zoning Administrator determines the request is not minor in nature, then the procedures set forth
in Chapter 21.25 shall be pursued to obtain a Standards Variance Permit. Each minor modification
application shall be submitted together with a filing fee equal to that of a zoning confirmation letter.

This Section shall not be used to grant modifications to cases located within the Coastal Zone.

(Ord. C-7395 § 1, 1996: Ord. C-7378 § 21, 1995)

21.10.050 - Relationship to other ordinances and laws.

Any ordinance amending this Title is not intended to repeal, annul, abrogate, impair or interfere with
existing provisions of any other ordinance or law. However, where the provisions of this Title impose
greater restrictions than those required by other ordinances or laws, the provisions of this Title shall
control.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.10.060 - Applicability and e�ect of prior permits.

Except as provided in Division XI of Chapter 21.25 of this Title, the provisions of this Title shall apply to
the erection or alteration of any building or structure, or to the use of any parcel of land, on and after
the effective date of the Ordinance codified in this Title and any subsequently adopted ordinance
amending this Title, unless a building permit has been lawfully issued by the City for the construction
of a project, in which case that project may be completed under the provisions of this Title as they
existed at the time of issuance of the building permit; provided, that construction under the permit
must be commenced within six (6) months of issuance of the permit. For the purpose of this
Subsection 21.10.060.A, a foundation permit shall be treated as equivalent to a building permit but
grading, demolition, electrical, mechanical or plumbing permits shall not be considered or treated as
building permits.
No official or employee of the City authorized to issue permits or licenses shall issue such permits or
licenses not in conformity with the provisions of this Title where such conformity is required by law.
Any permit or license issued in conflict with the provisions of this Title shall be null and void. Unless
otherwise excepted, no premises shall be occupied or used and no building shall hereafter be
erected, altered, used or occupied until certified by the Director of Planning and Building or his
authorized designee to be in compliance with the provisions of this Title.
Whenever any building or sign permit, conditional use permit, variance or special zoning approval has
been issued prior to the effective date of the Zoning Regulations or any amendment thereto and the
uses or improvements for which the permit was issued would not conform to the regulations or
amendments, the uses or improvements may, nevertheless, be utilized or developed to the extent
authorized by the issued permit, provided the permit has not expired under the terms of its issuance.
The uses and improvements shall be deemed legally nonconforming and shall be subject to the
provisions of this Title governing nonconformities.
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Whenever construction of a building has begun under a valid building permit and the regulations are
later changed, construction may continue as long as the building permit remains valid. However, if
construction is discontinued for any reason, except as provided in Section 21.27.090, and the building
permit lapses, terminates or is otherwise or in any way voided, then all construction authorized under
any new or subsequent building or other permit must conform to the regulations in effect at the time
the new or subsequent permit is issued.

(Ord. C-7663 § 1, 1999; Ord. C-6684 § 10, 1990; Ord. C-6546 § 1, 1988; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.10.070 - Building site required.

No building or structure shall be erected or moved onto any parcel of land in the City except on a lot of
record as shown on the section maps of the City, a lot certified as created in compliance with the
Subdivision Map Act and local subdivision regulations, or a lot created as a result of public taking. No
building or structure shall be altered or enlarged to increase the gross floor area by more than fifty
percent (50%) within any one (1) year period except on a legal building site.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.10.080 - Penalty for violation.

Any violation of the Zoning Regulations, including maintaining property in violation of this Title, is a
misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars
($500.00) or by imprisonment for a period of not more than six (6) months, or by both such fine and
imprisonment. The existence of such a violation for each and every day after the notice of a violation
has been served shall be considered a separate and distinct offense. The City Prosecutor shall
prosecute all persons guilty of such violations by continuous prosecutions, if necessary, until the
violation is abated or removed.
Upon discovery of a violation, the Department of Planning and Building shall issue a notice of
violation to the owner of the subject property. The owner shall correct the violation, or take
reasonable action to begin correction, and shall diligently pursue completion of the correction within
ten (10) days after receiving notification of the violation. The Department of Planning and Building
shall notify the City Prosecutor of any failure to correct the violation and shall request the City
Prosecutor to take appropriate legal action. A repetitive or episodic violation of the same regulation
shall be deemed a failure to correct and the Department of Planning and Building shall notify the City
Prosecutor of the failure to correct.
Any violation of the Zoning Regulations within the Long Beach Coastal Zone shall also constitute a
violation of Division 20, Section 30000 et seq., of the Public Resources Code of the State of California
and shall be subject to the remedies, fines and penalties provided in Division 20, Chapter 9, Section
30800 et seq., of the Public Resources Code. However, this provision shall not preclude any
enforcement under the provisions of the Municipal Code.
All cost incurred by the City in connection with such abatement of any violation of this Title, once
notified, shall become an indebtedness of the owner(s) of said structure or premises, as well as a lien
upon the affected property. Any person aggrieved by the imposition of costs pursuant to this
Subsection may appeal such imposition within fifteen (15) days of the date of a notice to pay in
accordance with procedures as set forth in Section 8.56.120 of this Code.

(Ord. C-6895 § 1, 1991; Ord. C-6595 § 5, 1989; Ord. C-6591 § 1, 1989; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.10.090 - Continuous application of Zoning Regulations.
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Any violation of the Zoning Regulations is a public nuisance, punishable as a misdemeanor, and each
day of continuing violation shall be deemed a separate offense. The City may undertake enforcement
action after discovery of the violation regardless of when the violation actually occurred.
Pursuant to Civil Code Section 3483, every successive owner of property who fails or neglects to
correct a violation or to abate a continuing nuisance upon or in the use of such property, created by a
former owner, is liable criminally and civilly in the same manner as the one who first created it.

(Ord. C-6595 § 20, 1989)
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CHAPTER 21.15 - DEFINITIONS

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (2) ---

Note— Figures 15-1 through 15-7 referred to in this Chapter are located at the end of the Chapter.

21.15.010 - Purpose.

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish definitions for words, phrases and terms used in this Title, and
unless the context clearly requires a different meaning, the following words, phrases and terms shall be
defined as set forth in this Chapter.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.020 - Rules of Construction.

The following general rules of construction shall apply to the provisions of this Title:

The particular shall control the general.
The word "shall" is mandatory and not discretionary. The word "may" is discretionary.
In case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of any provision and any
caption, heading, illustration or figure, the text shall control.
Words in the present tense include the future, and the words in the singular include the plural,
and the plural the singular, unless the context clearly indicates the contrary.
The words "activities" and "facilities" include any part thereof.
The word "City" means the City of Long Beach, California.
All public officials, bodies, and agencies to which reference is made are those of the City of Long
Beach, California, unless otherwise indicated.
Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, the following conjunctions shall be interpreted
as follows:

"And" indicates that all connected items or provisions apply.
"Or" indicates that the connected items or provisions apply singly or in any combination.
"Either...or" indicates that the connected items or provisions shall apply singly, but not in
combination.
"Neither ... nor" indicates that the connected items or provisions shall not apply singly or in
combination.

"Occupied" shall be deemed to include the phrase "arranged, designed or intended to be
occupied".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.030 - Abandoned.

"Abandoned" means given up, deserted, forsaken, demolished or changed to another use. A
nonconforming use shall be considered abandoned if not used for a period of one (1) year, if the business
license establishing the use has expired, and remained expired, for a period of one (1) year or if the



structure housing the use is demolished or rebuilt.

(Ord. C-7378 § 1, 1995: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.040 - Abut.

"Abut" means touching or having a common boundary at some point (Figure 15-1).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.050 - Accessory building.

"Accessory building" means a detached building, the use of which is subordinate and customarily
incidental to that of the main building or to the main use of the land. An accessory building must be
located on the same lot as the main building.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.060 - Accessory use.

"Accessory use" means a use that is customarily incidental and/or necessarily related to the principal use
of the land, building, or structure. An accessory use is located on the same lot as the principal building or
use and is dependent upon the principal use for the majority of its use or activity.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.063 - Accessory use, residential.

"Accessory residential use" means a residential use that is customarily incidental and/or necessarily
related to the principal nonresidential use of land, building, or structure. An accessory residential use is
located on the same lot as the principal nonresidential building or use and is dependent upon the
principal nonresidential use for the majority of its use or activity. The occupant of an accessory residential
use is employed in or routinely conducts business in the nonresidential space. Accessory residential uses
include, but are not limited to, a caretaker's or nightwatchman's residence (Section 21.15.445) an artist's
studio and residence (Section 21.15.240), and parsonage (Section 21.15.2005).

(Ord. C-6895 § 27, 1991)

21.15.064 - Acutely Hazardous Material.

"Acutely Hazardous Material" means the identical list of chemicals as the Extremely Hazardous Substances
prepared by the Environmental Protection Agency and any supplemental amendments to that list. Each
Extremely Hazardous Material has a Threshold Planning Quantity which is used for the compliance
threshold for the Risk Management and Prevention Program, unless a lesser threshold has been
established by the administering agency.

(Ord. C-7247 § 29, 1994)

21.15.064.5 - Adaptive reuse.

"Adaptive reuse" means a construction or remodeling project that reconfigures existing spaces, structures
or buildings to accommodate a new use or to accommodate another purpose than what it was originally
designed for.

(ORD-14-0004 , § 2, 2014)

21.15.065 - Addition.

"Addition" means the expansion of an existing building by creating more building area. (Also see Sections
21.15.2275 and 21.15.2250.)
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(Ord. C-6822 § 21, 1990)

21.15.070 - Adjacent.

"Adjacent" means situated near or close by. "Adjacent" includes real property across alleys, streets, public
waterways or other public property (Figure 15-1).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.080 - Adjoining.

"Adjoining" means a lot or parcel of land which shares all or part of a common lot line with another lot or
parcel of land (Figure 15-1).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.090 - Adjusted earnings.

"Adjusted earnings" means the earnings level established by the United States Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) for the Los Angeles/Long Beach standard metropolitan statistical area, as
revised from time to time.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.100 - Administrative service.

"Administrative service" means the research, analysis, communication, management and decision center
related to the principal use on a site.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.110 - Adult entertainment business.

"Adult entertainment business" refers to any use defined in this Section.

"Adult bookstore" means an establishment having twenty percent (20%) or more of its stock in
trade in books, magazines and other periodicals, videotapes or other similar materials on display
or available for sale or viewing on the premises which are distinguished or characterized by their
emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas.
"Adult mini motion picture theater" means an enclosed building with a capacity for less than fifty
(50) persons, which is used for presenting, on a regular and substantial basis, material
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting or relating to specified sexual
activities or specified anatomical areas for observation by patrons in the facility.
"Adult motion picture arcade" means any place to which the public is permitted or invited and
where coin or slug operated or electronically, electrically or mechanically controlled still or motion
picture machines, projectors or other image producing devices are maintained to show images
on a regular and substantial basis, where the images so displayed are distinguished or
characterized by an emphasis on depicting or describing specific sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas.
"Adult motion picture theater" means an enclosed building with a capacity of fifty (50) or more
persons, which is used for representing on a regular and substantial basis, material distinguished
or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual
activities or specified anatomical areas for observation by patrons in the facility.
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"Cabaret" means a nightclub, theater or other establishment which features live performances by
topless and/or bottomless dancers, exotic dancers, strippers, wrestlers, or similar entertainers,
and where such performances are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on specified
sexual activities or display specified anatomical areas.
"Massage parlor" means an establishment regulated as a massage parlor pursuant to Chapter
5.58 of the municipal code where, for any form of consideration or gratuity, massage, alcohol rub,
administration of fomentations, electric or magnetic treatments or any other treatment or
manipulation of the human body occurs.

A massage parlor is a principal land use where the massage service is the primary business conducted
on the premises.

"Model studio" means any premises on which there is conducted any business where, for any fee,
compensation, consideration or gratuity, figure models who display specified anatomical areas
are provided to be observed, sketched, drawn, painted, sculptured, photographed or otherwise
depicted by persons paying such consideration or gratuity. For the purposes of this Section,
"model studio" shall not be deemed to include:

Any art studio or art gallery maintaining a business license in the City where the activity
described in this Subsection is carried on as an activity that is accessory to the principal use,
provided that the operator complies with the additional conditions and specifications as set
forth in Chapter 21.51 entitled "Accessory Uses"; or
Live nude art drawing or painting, or classes related thereto, that are conducted at an
educational institution such as a private or public school, vocational school, college, or
university qualified by the State Board of Education to give general academic instruction.

"Sexual encounter center" means any business, agency or person who, for any form of
consideration or gratuity, provides a place where three (3) or more persons may congregate,
assemble or associate for the purpose of engaging in specified sexual activities or exposing
specified anatomical areas.
For the purposes of this Section, "specified anatomical areas" include the human male or female
genitals, pubic hair, anus, cleft of the buttocks, or vulva with less than a fully opaque covering
and/or covered male genitals in a turgid state. This provision may not be complied with by
applying an opaque covering simulating the appearance of the specific anatomical part required
to be covered.
For the purpose of this Section, "specified sexual activities" include:

Actual or simulated sexual intercourse, anal intercourse, oral or anal copulation, bestiality,
pedophilia, necrophilia, direct physical stimulation of unclothed genitals, flagellation or
torture in the context of sexual relationship, or the use of excretory functions in the context
of a sexual relationship; or
Clearly depicted human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation, arousal or tumescence; or
Use of human or animal masturbation, sodomy, oral copulation, coitus, ejaculation; or
Fondling or touching of nude human genitals, pubic region, buttocks or female breast; or
Masochism, erotic or sexually oriented torture, beating or the infliction of pain; or
Erotic or lewd touching, fondling or other contact with an animal by a human being; or
Human erection, urination, menstruation, vaginal or anal irrigation.
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For the purpose of this Section, "regular and substantial basis" means presenting such material
on four (4) or more days within any calendar month. Presenting such material on three (3) or
fewer nonconsecutive days within a calendar month with at least seven (7) days between the days
the material is presented shall be deemed occasional or incidental and not a violation. However,
presenting such material on consecutive days or with less than a seven (7) day interval between
showings is a violation. An establishment under one ownership or management at one (1)
location shall be considered one (1) "business" even though there may be more than one (1)
screening room or viewing room at that location.

(ORD-12-0018 (Emerg.), § 5, 2012; Ord. C-7961 § 1, 2004; Ord. C-7274 § 2, 1994: Ord. C-7064 § 1, 1992; Ord. C-6684 §§ 11, 12, 1990;
Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.120 - Aggrieved person.

"Aggrieved person" means any person who testified personally or through a representative at a public
hearing; who informed the staff of the Zoning Division of the Department of Planning and Building in
writing prior to hearing of an interest in the subject of a hearing; or who, for good cause, was unable to do
either.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.130 - Airport or aircraft landing Ăeld.

"Airport" or "aircraft landing field" means an area of land or water which is used or intended to be used
for the landing and takeoff of aircraft; any appurtenant areas used or intended to be used for airport
buildings or other airport facilities or rights-of-way; and all other airport buildings and facilities located
thereon.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.140 - Alley.

"Alley" means a public or private way twenty feet (20') or less in width.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.150 - Alteration.

See "Demolish" and "rebuild".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.160 - Amortize, amortization.

"Amortize, amortization" means to reduce to no value by prorating over a period of time.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.170 - Amusement machine.

"Amusement machine" means the following apparatus operated by or for a patron or patrons for
amusement, diversion or sport in exchange for financial or other valuable consideration: juke boxes,
batting cages, pinball machines, electronic or video games, shuffleboard games, mini-motion picture
projectors, screens and structures, public video projectors, screens, stalls and structures, and the like.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.180 - Amusement park.
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"Amusement park" means a commercial entertainment land use located primarily in an outdoor setting
and which consists of one (1) or more amusement rides.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.190 - Amusement ride.

"Amusement ride" means a mechanical device which is not coin-operated; which provides motion or the
sensation or the illusion of motion; and which does not provide transportation from one site to another.
This includes carousels, ferris wheels, roller coasters, theaters or mini-theaters showing films intended
primarily to create a sensation of movement, and the like. This does not include harbor tours, bus tours,
shuttle buses, and the like.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.200 - Antique shop.

"Antique shop" means any premises used for the sale of articles which are one hundred (100) or more
years old or are collectible. Antique shop does not include secondhand store as defined in this Chapter.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.205 - Apartment.

"Apartment" means a multi-family dwelling rented or leased to permanent occupants. No transient
occupants are allowed unless the use is also approved and licensed as a hotel.

(Ord. C-6595 § 21, 1989)

21.15.210 - Appealable area.

"Appealable area" means that portion of the Coastal Zone seaward of the appealable area boundary, as
established on a map adopted as part of the Long Beach Coastal Program.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.220 - Arcade.

"Arcade" means a principal commercial entertainment land use consisting of five (5) or more amusement
machines located within one (1) building or structure and operated in exchange for financial or other
consideration. Any use or business with five (5) or more amusement machines shall be considered an
arcade in addition to any other principal use of the land.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.230 - Architectural protrusion.

"Architectural protrusion" means a projection from a wall of a building that is more than eight inches (8″)
in width or projection, is an integral part of the design of that wall, but which provides no usable interior
space.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.240 - Artist studio.

"Artist studio" means a premises used for the creation of fine arts. An artist studio may contain living
quarters as an accessory residential use (Section 21.15.063). When studio and residence are combined
they are designated as "artist studio and residence" in the use table.

(Ord. C-6895 § 2, 1991: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.15.250 - Attached.

"Attached" means the physical connection of two (2) structures sharing four feet (4′) or more of common
wall.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.260 - Attic.

"Attic" means the unfinished level between the ceiling of the top floor and the roof. Attic shall be an
uninhabitable area.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.270 - Auto detailing.

"Auto detailing" means an establishment which performs hand-washing, waxing and interior cleaning of
passenger vehicles.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.280 - Auto repair, major.

"Major auto repair" means a place providing a full range of repair and maintenance services for motor
vehicles.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.290 - Auto repair, minor.

"Minor auto repair" means a place performing the following repair and maintenance services for
motor vehicles:

Tune-ups. Major and minor tune-up involving spark plugs, points, condensers, valve adjustment,
carburetor overhaul, adjustment of fuel injection systems, fuel pump and all necessary filters;
Lubrication. Oil changes and filter replacement, transmission and rear end oil change;
Cooling System. Remove and replace radiator and repair of same (not including core repair or
replacement); replace water pump, heater and other hoses; replace thermostats; recharge air
conditioners;
Drive Train. Replacement of transmission and motor support mounting; replacement of
driveshaft universal bearings, center support bushing, accelerator and brake cables; minor repair
of hydraulic systems; replacement of shock absorbers;
Brakes. Remove and replace shoes and brake pads; rebuild master and wheel cylinders and disc
caliper; adjustment of brakes. Machine work related to turning of drums or discs;
Wheels. Adjust steering box; replacement of rubber bushings in suspension; wheel balancing;
replacement of wheel bearings;
Electrical. Charge battery; remove, repair and replace starter, alternator, generator and
regulator; rewiring of automobile and lights; repair or replacement of gauges; installation of
radios;
Fuel System. Change gas tank; change and repair of fuel lines; replace fuel gauge sending unit;
tail pipe and muffler replacement.

"Minor auto repair" does not include:
Cylinder head replacement;
Valve grinding or replacement;



3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

C.

A.
B.
C.

Clutch replacement;
Repair, replace transmission, rear end, rear axles, king pins;
Body work;
Engine replacement;
Repair of fuel tank;
Radiator or heater core repair or replacement;
Painting;
Fender repair;
Engine or transmission removal; or
Repair activities that require entry into the engine other than those specifically listed as
approved as minor automobile repair.

Any activity combining any activity in Subsection 21.15.290.A with any activity in Subsection
21.15.290.B shall be defined as "major auto repair".

(Ord. C-7663 § 2, 1999; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.300 - Automobile service station.

"Automobile service station" means a place of retail business engaged in supplying goods essential to the
normal operation of motor vehicles.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.310 - Automobile wrecking.

"Automobile wrecking" means the dismantling, demolition or crushing of any automotive vehicle, for the
storage of abandoned or irreparably damaged vehicles. A "wrecked automobile" means any vehicle with:

Dented areas in excess of one (1) square foot;
Rusted exterior body parts; and/or
Broken glass.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.320 - Awning.

"Awning" means a sunscreen cantilevered from the wall of a building.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.330 - Balcony.

"Balcony" means an open area located either recessed or projected out from the walls of a building.
Balconies are four feet (4′) or more above grade and are open on one (1) or more sides except for a railing
or parapet not more than forty-two inches (42″) high. Balcony does not include exterior corridor.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.335 - Bank.

"Bank" means any national and state bank, and any federal branch and insured branch; and includes any
former savings association. The term "state bank" means any bank, banking association, trust company,
savings bank, industrial bank (or similar depository institution which the Board of Directors finds to be
operating substantially in the same manner as an industrial bank), or other banking institution which is
engaged in the business of receiving deposits, other than trust funds; and is incorporated under the laws



of any State or which is operating under the Code of Law for the District of Columbia, including any
cooperative bank or other unincorporated bank the deposits of which were insured by the corporation on
the day before the date of the enactment of the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement
Act of 1989.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 8, 2013)

21.15.340 - Basement.

"Basement" means any area or room in a structure in which the ceiling is not more than four feet (4′)
above grade.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.350 - Bay window.

"Bay window" means a window projecting from the wall of a building containing windows on all walls of
the projection. The projecting bay is floor to ceiling in height, is not more than one-half (½) the width of
the room from which it projects and is not less than fifty percent (50%) glass.

(Ord. C-7032 § 2, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.360 - Bed and Breakfast Inn.

"Bed and breakfast inn" means a house, or portion thereof, where short-term stay lodging rooms and
meals are provided. The operator of the inn shall live on the premises, or adjacent premises.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.370 - Billboard.

"Billboard" means a sign that identifies or communicates a commercial or noncommercial message
related to an activity conducted, a service rendered, or a commodity sold at a location other than where
the sign is located. This includes, but is not limited to, electronic billboards, building graphics,
supergraphics, building wraps, and wall drop signs containing off-site messages, and billboards painted or
applied to building walls.

(ORD-12-0006 , § 1, 2012; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.372 - Billboard, abandoned.

A billboard shall be considered abandoned consistent with the definition and standards set forth in
Section 2272 (Abandoned Display) of the Outdoor Advertising Act, California Business and Professions
Code, as amended from time to time. If the billboard in question is not subject to the Outdoor Advertising
Act, it shall be considered abandoned consistent with the definition of "abandoned" contained in Section
21.15.030 ("Abandoned") of this Title.

(ORD-12-0006 , § 6, 2012)

21.15.374 - Billboard, electronic.

An electronic billboard is a billboard whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic informational content
can be changed or altered on a fixed display surface composed of electronically illuminated or
electronically actuated or motivated elements. This includes billboards with displays that have to be
preprogrammed to display only certain types of information (i.e., time, date, temperature) and billboards
whose informational content can be changed or altered by means of computer-driven electronic impulses.
This includes, without limitation, billboards also known as digital billboards or LED billboards.

(ORD-12-0006 , § 6, 2012)
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21.15.380 - Board and Care Home.

See "Residential Care Facility".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.390 - Boardinghouse.

"Boardinghouse" means a house, or portion thereof, where food and lodging are provided for long-term
occupancy. Boardinghouse does not provide care service.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.400 - Body or Hearing Body.

"Body or hearing body" means the individual or group duly authorized by this Title to consider changes to,
relief from or special consideration under the Zoning Regulations. This definition includes the City Council,
City Planning Commission, the Zoning Administrator, and the Site Plan Review Committee.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.410 - Building.

"Building" means any roofed structure built for the support, shelter or enclosure of persons, animals,
chattels or property of any kind.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.420 - Building Code.

"Building Code" means the building regulations of the City of Long Beach.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.430 - Building Coverage.

"Building coverage" means "lot coverage". (See "lot coverage".)

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.440 - Business Support Service.

"Business support service" means a commercial land use consisting of activities performed for or
products supplied to other commercial land uses. Business support services include printing,
photocopying, business equipment rental and office supply.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.442 - Car title loans.

"Car title loan" means a short-term loan in which the borrower's car title is used as collateral. The
borrower must be the lien holder (i.e., own the car outright). Car title loans can be regulated as either
consumer or commercial loans by the State of California. This does not include loans for automobiles
regulated by the Federal Trade Commission (FTC).

(ORD-13-0018 , § 9, 2013)

21.15.445 - Caretaker residence.

A "caretaker residence" is an "accessory residential use" for the purpose of the twenty-four (24) hour
maintenance or security of a nonresidential use.

(Ord. C-6895 § 28, 1991)
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21.15.450 - Categorical Exclusion.

"Categorical exclusion" means those types of development excluded from a coastal development permit
requirement pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 30610(d) and Sections 00130(c) and 00132(b) of
the Local Coastal Program Implementation Regulations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.460 - CertiĂcate of Occupancy.

"Certificate of occupancy" means the official certification that a premises conforms to the provisions of the
Zoning Regulations and Building Code and may be used or occupied. Unless such a certificate is issued, a
structure shall not be occupied.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.470 - Chattel.

"Chattel" means any tangible, movable, personal property whatsoever, including, but not limited to:
building materials, household furniture, appliances or motor vehicle parts, but not including duly licensed
operable vehicles or recreational vehicles, boats, camper shells or off-the-road vehicles mounted thereon.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.475 - Check cashing.

"Check cashing" is a commercial land use that generally includes some or all of a variety of financial
services including cashing of checks, warrants, drafts, or other commercial paper serving the same
purpose. "Check cashing" does not include a state or federally chartered bank, savings association, credit
union, or industrial loan company. "Check cashing" also does not include a retail seller engaged primarily
in the business of selling consumer goods, including consumables, to retail buyers that cashes checks or
issues money orders for a minimum flat fee not exceeding two dollars ($2.00) per transaction as a service
to its customer that is incidental to its main purpose or business.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 1, 2013; Ord. C-7663 § 33, 1999)

21.15.480 - Child care—Large family daycare home.

"Large family daycare home" means a home providing accessory daytime care of seven (7) to fourteen (14)
children, including those children of the daycare provider under ten (10) years of age.

(Ord. C-7550 § 1, 1998: Ord. C-7032 § 3, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.490 - Child care—Small family daycare home.

"Small family daycare home" means a home providing accessory daytime care of eight (8) or less children,
including those children of the daycare provider under ten (10) years of age.

(Ord. C-7550 § 2, 1998: Ord. C-7032 § 4, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.500 - Chimney.

"Chimney" means that portion of a building enclosing a fireplace and flue, exterior to the walls of the
building. Chimney does not include fuel storage areas, shelves, notches, voids, or contiguous storage
areas not part of the operational firebox or flue and their enclosing walls. Chimneys, as projections, are
limited to five feet (5′) in width.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.510 - Church.
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"Church" means an institutional land use providing facilities for worship or the assemblage of the public
for worship. Accessory uses include personal counseling and education in subjects relating to personal life
and also the building or buildings where such activities take place. This definition includes cathedral,
mosque, shrine, synagogue or temple, and other religious worship places.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.520 - Clinic, medical.

"Medical clinic" means an organization of medical professionals providing physical or mental health
service or surgical care for the sick or injured. A medical clinic does not include inpatient or overnight
accommodation.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.530 - Coastal zone.

"Coastal zone" means that area of the City as designated in Section 17 of the Statutes of 1976 of the State,
exclusive of the area of the Port of Long Beach, as included in the Port of Long Beach Master Plan.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.540 - Coastally dependent.

"Coastally dependent" means and includes:

Uses and facilities for waterborne transportation;
Uses and facilities for waterborne or water's edge recreation;
Uses and facilities for recovery of natural resources from a marine or submarine environment;
Uses and facilities for research or monitoring the marine or submarine environment;
Uses and facilities for energy generation or waste disposal; and
Uses determined as coastally dependent by the Harbor Department, Harbor Commission or
Coastal Commission in implementation of the port's certified local coastal program.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.550 - Code.

"Code" means the Long Beach Municipal Code.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.555 - Collectibles.

"Collectibles" means items whose value is derived from their aesthetic properties or an anticipation that
they will increase in value rather than their functional properties; such as, coins, porcelain figurines, sports
cards, stamps and the like.

(Ord. C-7047 § 29, 1992)

21.15.560 - Commercial.

"Commercial" means a category of land uses characterized by the exchange of goods and services for
financial or other consideration.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.562 - Commercial loans.
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"Commercial loan" means a loan of a principal amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or more, or
any loan under an open-end credit program, whether secured by either real or personal property, or both,
or unsecured, the proceeds of which are intended by the borrower for use primarily for other than
personal, family, or household purposes as defined in Section 22502 of the California Financial Code. For
purposes of determining whether a loan is a commercial loan, the lender may rely on any written
statement of intended purposes signed by the borrower. The statement may be a separate statement
signed by the borrower or may be contained in a loan application or other document signed by the
borrower. The lender shall not be required to ascertain that the proceeds of the loan are used in
accordance with the statement of intended purposes.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 10, 2013)

21.15.565 - Commercial recreation.

"Commercial recreation" means any recreational use and/or activity for which a fee is charged by a
private, for profit person, partnership or corporation where that entity has the discretion to set the fee
independently of the City's Recreation Commission or Council.

(Ord. C-7826 § 1, 2002: Ord. C-7032 § 45, 1992)

21.15.570 - Commercial storage/self-storage.

"Commercial storage/self-storage" means a commercial land use consisting of the rental of space for the
storage of personal property (mini-warehouse) and the storage of recreational vehicles. An industrial
warehouse is not considered commercial storage.

(Ord. C-7904 § 1, 2004: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.580 - Commission.

"Commission" means the Planning Commission of the City.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.590 - Communal housing.

"Communal housing" means housing for nonfamily groups with common kitchen and dining facilities but
without medical, psychiatric or other care. Communal housing includes boarding house, lodging house,
dormitory, fraternity house, commune, and religious home. Communal housing does not include
handicapped or senior citizen housing, residential care facility, or convalescent hospital.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.600 - Community care facility.

See "Residential care facility".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.602 - Community correctional reentry center.

"Community correctional reentry center" means a special group residency in which the California
Department of Corrections contracts with a public or private entity for the establishment and operation of
a facility with programs to increase the likelihood of a successful parole by providing inmates training in
industrial employment skills and other counseling as required by the State of California.

(Ord. C-7392 § 2, 1996)

21.15.605 - Community garden.
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"Community garden" means a plot of land where flowers, fruits, herbs, or vegetables are cultivated by
individuals of a neighborhood (noncommercial activity).

(Ord. C-7378 § 22, 1995)

21.15.607 - Computer arcade.

"Computer arcade" means a principal commercial entertainment land use consisting of five (5) or more
computer terminals rented to the public for the primary purpose of playing computer games. "Computer
arcade" is synonymous with "internet cafe", "internet arcade", "cyber arcade", and other internet or
computer based entertainment businesses. Four (4) or less computers used in this way at one (1) site shall
be considered an accessory use, subject to the provisions of Section 21.51.205. Computers used for
business purposes in conjunction with printing services shall be considered a business office support use.

"Computer cafe", "cyber cafe", or "internet cafe" means an accessory use consisting of ten (10) or less
computers rented to the public for the primary purpose of internet access, subject to the provisions of
Section 21.51.226. Facilities that have eleven (11) or more computers shall be considered computer
arcades. The principal use of a computer cafe, cyber cafe, or internet cafe shall be a restaurant of any type
as defined by this Title 21.

(Ord. C-7961 § 2, 2004: Ord. C-7881 § 6, 2003)

21.15.610 - Computer program consulting service.

"Computer program consulting service" means a professional office providing computer software
consulting service. Such a service shall not include hardware maintenance and repair work.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.620 - Conditional use.

"Conditional use" means a use of land that, due to the specific nature and unique characteristics of the
use, requires special standards and discretionary review to insure conformance with the purpose of the
Zoning Regulations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.630 - Conditional use permit.

"Conditional use permit" means the discretionary permit granted by an authorized hearing body to
establish a specific conditional use, subject to specified standards.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.635 - Consumer loans.

"Consumer loan" means a loan, whether secured by either real or personal property, or both, or
unsecured (i.e., signature loan), the proceeds of which are intended by the borrower for use primarily for
personal, family, or household purposes (the lender shall not be required to ascertain that the proceeds
of the loan are used in accordance with the statement of intended purposes). For purposes of
determining whether a loan is a consumer loan, the lender may rely on any written statement of intended
purposes signed by the borrower. The statement may be a separate statement signed by the borrower, or
may be contained in a loan application or other document signed by the borrower. In addition to the
definition of consumer loan in California Finance Code Section 22230, a "consumer loan" also means a
loan of a principal amount of less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), the proceeds of which are
intended by the borrower for use primarily for other than personal, family, or household purposes.
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(ORD-13-0018 , § 11, 2013)

21.15.640 - Convalescent hospital.

"Convalescent hospital" means a facility providing long-term nursing, dietary and other medical services to
convalescents or invalids but not providing surgery or primary treatments such as are customarily
provided in a hospital. Convalescent hospital includes nursing home and rest home, but does not include
general or specialized hospital or residential care facility. A convalescent hospital must be licensed by the
State as such.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.650 - Conversion.

"Conversion" means changing the original purpose of a building to different use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.660 - Corner cut-o�.

"Corner cut-off" means the triangular area created by measuring from the corner of a lot six (6) to ten feet
(10') along each property line or driveway and connecting the points at the end of those lines (Figure 15-4).
Within the corner cut-off area, no structure or vegetation which obstructs view shall be permitted.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.670 - Corner lot.

See "Lot, corner."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.680 - Corral.

"Corral" means a pen or enclosure for confining livestock, as defined in this Title. It is generally a fenced-in
area containing more than ninety-six (96) square feet of area which is open to the sky and which does not
have a wall greater than six feet (6') in height.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.690 - Corrosive.

"Corrosive" means any substance which in contact with living tissue will cause destruction of tissue by
chemical action. Corrosive shall not refer to such action on inanimate surfaces.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.700 - Courtesy parking.

"Courtesy parking" means parking provided on-premises or off-premises for visitors or customers as an
accessory use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.705 - Courtyard.

"Courtyard" means any usable open space surrounded on two (2) sides or more of its perimeter by a wall
of a building which is clear from the ground to the sky.

(Ord. C-6933 § 41, 1991)

21.15.710 - Curb level.
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A.

"Curb level" means the level of the established curb in front of a building, as measured at the center of the
front. Where no curb level has been established, the City Engineer shall establish the curb level or its
equivalent.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.720 - Daycare center.

"Daycare center" means any facility which provides nonmedical care for an individual on less than a
twenty-four (24) hour basis. Daycare center includes all daycare uses not qualifying as a child daycare
home.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.730 - Day nursery, preschool or nursery school.

See "Daycare center."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.740 - Deck.

"Deck" means an open platform which is either freestanding or attached to a building or upon the roof of
a building.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.750 - Demolish.

"Demolish" means to remove more than fifty percent (50%) of the exterior walls (structural framing) of an
existing building or structure, as measured by the linear length of the walls. Where windows, doors and/or
partial wall sections are removed, the corresponding amount of linear length of wall removed shall be
calculated on a pro rata basis.

(Ord. C-7619 § 1, 1999: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.760 - Density.

"Density" means the existing or projected number of rooms or dwelling units per unit of land.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.770 - Density transfer.

"Density transfer" means permitting unused allowable densities in one area to be transferred to another
area. Where density transfer is permitted, the average density over an area remains constant, but internal
variations may occur.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.780 - Detached building.

"Detached building" means a building which does not have a wall of four feet (4′) or more in length in
common with another building. If two (2) buildings are connected only by breezeways, extended walls,
extended roofs, fences, or joists, in the absence of a common wall, the buildings shall be considered
detached buildings for the purpose of this definition.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.790 - Development.

"Development" means:



1.
2.

3.
4.

B.
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

C.

The division of a parcel of land into two (2) or more parcels;
The construction, reconstruction, conversion, structural alteration, relocation or enlargement of
any structure;
Any mining, excavation, landfill or land disturbance; or
Any use or extension of the use of land.

This definition includes, but is not limited to:
Subdivision pursuant to the Subdivision Map Act (commencing with Section 66410 of the
Government Code);
Any other division of land, including lot splits, except where the land division is brought about in
connection with the purchase of the land by a public agency for public recreational use;
Change in the intensity of use of water, or of access thereto;
Construction, reconstruction, demolition, or alteration of the size of any structure, including any
facility of any private, public, or municipal utility; and
The removal or harvesting of major vegetation other than for agricultural purposes, kelp
harvesting, and timber operations which are in accordance with a timber harvesting plan
submitted pursuant to the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973 (commencing with Section
4511).

As used in this Section, "structure" includes, but is not limited to, any building, road, pipe, flume,
conduit, siphon, aqueduct, telephone line and electrical power transmission and distribution line.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.800 - Development agreement.

"Development agreement" means an agreement entered into between the City of Long Beach and a
contracting party which relates to a specific real property, subject to the terms of the agreement, pursuant
to the provisions of this Title and Article 2.5, Chapter 4, Division I of Title 7 of the California Government
Code.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.810 - Development rights.

"Development rights" means the ability to use and improve a parcel of land as granted and regulated by
the Zoning Regulations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.820 - Disposal.

"Disposal" means the abandonment, disposition or other removal of waste as a final action after use has
been achieved or a use is no longer intended.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.830 - Disposal site.

"Disposal site" means the location where any final disposition of waste occurs.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.840 - District, zoning.

"Zoning district" means a section of the City delineated on the zoning map for which requirements and
regulations uniformly govern the use, placement, spacing and size of land and buildings.



(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.850 - Double-frontage lot.

See "Lot, through."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.860 - Double zero side yard.

"Double zero side yard" means property developed to both side property lines (Figure 15-4).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.870 - Drive-in restaurant.

See "Restaurant, fast-food."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.880 - Driveway.

"Driveway" means a private roadway for the exclusive use of the occupants of a property and their guests,
and which provides vehicular access to parking spaces, garages, dwellings or other structures on a site. A
driveway shall not be considered as a street nor as part of any required parking.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.890 - Duplex (two-family dwelling).

"Duplex" means a building containing two (2) dwelling units.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.900 - Dwelling.

"Dwelling" means a building or portion thereof designed or used exclusively for permanent residential
occupancy by one (1) or more persons.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.910 - Dwelling unit.

"Dwelling unit" means one (1) or more rooms designed, occupied or intended for occupancy as separate,
self-contained, permanent living quarters. Separate housing units are those in which occupants live and
eat separately from any other person in the building. Each dwelling unit has direct access from outside the
building or through a common hall. Any area with a direct exterior access, a bathtub or shower, and a
room other than the bathroom, which can together be locked off from the remainder of the building, will
be considered a dwelling unit.

(Ord. C-7032 § 5, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.920 - Dwelling, multiple-family.

"Multiple-family dwelling" means a permanent building designed for or occupied by three (3) or more
families living independently of each other. This includes apartment houses and condominiums, but does
not include hotels, motels, communal housing, residential care facilities or convalescent hospitals.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.930 - Dwelling, one-family.



"One-family dwelling" means a residential unit designed and intended for occupancy by one (1) family. A
one-family dwelling contains one (1) kitchen for central preparation of meals. This definition includes
manufactured housing (when placed on a foundation for permanent residency) and group homes.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.940 - Easement.

"Easement" means a recorded right or interest in the land of another, which entitles the holder thereof to
some use, privilege or benefit out of or over the land.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.950 - Educational institution.

"Educational institution" means an institutional land use such as private or public school, college, or
university qualified by the State Board of Education to give general academic instruction. Educational
institution does not include vocational school as defined in this Chapter.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.960 - Electrical distribution substation.

"Electrical distribution substation" means an assembly of equipment (fuel cells, microwave, cable, radio
and/or other communication facilities) which is part of a system for distribution of electric power. At an
electrical distribution substation, electric energy is normally received at a subtransmission voltage and is
transformed to a lower voltage, and/or is produced at this lower voltage (in case a fuel cell is installed) for
distribution to the consumer.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.962 - Electrical generating station.

"Electrical generating station" means an installation containing prime movers, electric generators, auxiliary
equipment, fuel storage and microwave, cable, radio and/or other communication facilities which are
incorporated into the installation for the purpose of converting chemical, hydraulic and/or mechanical
energy into electrical energy.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.964 - Electronic or video game.

"Electronic game" or "video game" means any device predominantly motivated or activated by electronic
and mechanical means which is designed to be operated by or for a patron or patrons and for which a fee
is charged. Electronic or video game include video games and other devices of a predominantly electronic
or electronic and mechanical nature considered to be substantially similar to such devices.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.966 - Emergency shelter.

"Emergency shelter" means a dwelling area, without kitchen, provided on a short-term basis by a
nonprofit organization for the temporary housing of persons.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.970 - Entertainment service.



"Entertainment service" means a commercial land use which provides the rental of space or equipment on
a short-term basis for the purpose of some leisure time activity. Entertainment service includes movie
theater, social club and bowling alley.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.980 - Equipment.

"Equipment" means items, generally mechanical, used to perform an activity; it does not include clothing.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.990 - Equipment, garden.

"Garden equipment" means equipment primarily used to maintain landscaped areas (e.g., lawn mowers
or edgers); it does not include equipment used in the construction of planters, decks or patios.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.995 - Exterior remodeling.

"Exterior remodeling" means any change to the exterior facade of a building requiring a building permit,
such as the changing of windows including frame and mullion systems, the changing of glazing when the
new glazing has an exterior daylight reflectance of fifteen percent (15%) or more, or the addition or
deletion of awnings, canopies, cornices, and the like.

(Ord. C-7047 § 30, 1992)

21.15.1000 - Facing.

"Facing" means orientation of the street frontage of a lot towards lots across the street.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1010 - Family.

"Family" means any group of individuals living together based on personal relationships. Family does not
include larger institutional group living situations such as dormitories, fraternities, sororities, monasteries,
nunneries, residential care facilities or military barracks, nor does it include such commercial group living
arrangements as boardinghouses, lodginghouses and the like.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1020 - Fast-food restaurant.

See "Restaurant, fast-food".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1030 - Feasible.

"Feasible" means the ability to construct an improvement on a site from the standpoint of physical
capabilities. It does not include economic desirability.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1040 - Fence height.

"Fence height" means the vertical dimension of a fence measured upward from the grade or from the
adjacent top of curbline or alley, whichever is greater.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1050 - Financial service.
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"Financial service" means a commercial land use involved with the exchange of money and services
related to the financial system.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1055 - Fixed bar.

"Fixed bar" means any counter which can accommodate seating on one (1) side and an area on the
opposite side from which tavern or restaurant employees may serve alcoholic beverages exclusively to
seated or standing patrons.

(Ord. C-7326 § 2, 1995: Ord. C-7032 § 46, 1992)

21.15.1060 - Flammable.

"Flammable" means and includes:

A liquid which has a flash point at or below thirty-seven and eight-tenths degrees centigrade
(37.8°C)(100°F), as defined by procedures described in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 173.115;
A gas for which a mixture of thirteen percent (13%) or less, by volume, with air, forms a
flammable mixture at atmospheric pressure, or the flammable range with air at atmospheric
pressure is wider than twelve percent (12%) regardless of the lower limits. Testing methods
described in Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 173.115, shall be used;
A solid which is likely to cause fires due to friction; to retain heat from processing; or which can
be ignited under normal temperature conditions and when ignited burns so as to create a serious
threat to public health and safety. Normal temperature conditions means temperatures normally
encountered in the handling, treatment, storage and disposal of hazardous wastes;
A gas, liquid, sludge or solid which ignites spontaneously or in dry or moist air at or below fifty-
four and three-tenths degrees centigrade (54.3°C)(130°F) or upon exposure to water;
A strong oxidizer.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1065 - Fleet service/company vehicle operations.

Establishments with fleet service or company vehicles providing transportation services, office equipment
repair, appliance or electronic equipment repair, termite and pest control, or commercial or residential
building maintenance services at off-site locations, or similar operations utilizing six (6) or more company
vehicles.

(Ord. C-7550 § 15, 1998)

21.15.1070 - Floor area, gross (GFA).

"Gross floor area (GFA)" means the total area of all floors of a building, as measured to the outside
surfaces of exterior walls. Gross floor area includes halls, stairways, elevator shafts, garages and
mezzanines, except as otherwise defined in a specific Section of this Title.
For the purpose of calculating GFA in all residential districts, up to four hundred (400) square feet of
garage area may be exempted from floor area. For single-family dwellings, the exemption may be up
to six hundred (600) square feet.
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For the purpose of calculating GFA in all residential districts, outdoor roof deck or balcony areas open
to the sky or covered by patio cover or similar structure, when enclosed on all sides by a parapet,
solid railing or building wall greater than three feet six inches (3′6″) in height, shall be included.
However, open areas within the building above normal ceiling height shall not be calculated.
For the purpose of calculating GFA in all nonresidential buildings, utility and elevator cores, and
stairwells and restrooms shall be exempted.

(Ord. C-7326 § 3, 1995: Ord. C-6684 § 13, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1090 - Floor area ratio.

"Floor area ratio" means the numerical value obtained by dividing the gross floor area of a building or
buildings located on a lot or parcel of land by the total area of the lot or parcel of land (Figure 15-6).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1100 - Fortunetelling.

"Fortunetelling" means a commercial land use involving the foretelling of the future in exchange for
financial or other valuable consideration. Fortunetelling shall be limited to uses where the fortune is told
through astrology, augury, card or tea reading, cartomancy, clairvoyance, clairaudience, crystal gazing,
divination, magic mediumship, necromancy, palmistry, psychometry, phrenology, prophecy, spiritual
reading or any similar means. Fortunetelling does not include forecasting based on historical trends or
patterns, religious or political dogma, or any of the previously listed arts when presented in an assembly
of people who purchase tickets or means in exchange for the presentation at a site licensed for
entertainment land uses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1110 - Foster family home.

See "group home".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1120 - Fourplex (four-family dwelling).

"Fourplex" means a building containing four (4) dwelling units.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1130 - Fraternity house or sorority house.

"Fraternity house" or "sorority house" means a building, or a portion of a building, occupied by a chapter
of a regularly organized college fraternity or sorority officially recognized by an educational institution.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1140 - Frontage.

"Frontage" means the length of that portion of a lot abutting a street.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1150 - Front lot line.

"Front lot line" is defined as follows:

Corner Lot. On a corner lot, the shortest line separating the lot from an abutting street. When
two (2) or more recorded lots or fractional lots are developed together, the Zoning Administrator
shall determine the front lot line as that most consistent with development patterns on
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surrounding lots.
Interior Lot. On an interior lot, the lot line between the lot and the street.
Double Frontage. On a lot fronting on two (2) streets (other than a corner lot), both lot lines
abutting the streets shall be considered front lot lines.
Triangular or Gore-Shaped. On triangular or gore-shaped lots, any lot line separating the lot
from an abutting street, and which is essentially a continuation of the front lot lines of abutting
lots.
Multiple Frontage. On a lot fronting on three (3) or more streets, the Zoning Administrator shall
determine the front lot line based on traffic patterns and the appropriateness of the site plan.
No Frontage. On a lot with no street frontage, the front lot line shall be the shortest lot line
abutting any public property other than an alley. Wherever no public property abuts the lot, the
front lot line shall be the shortest line abutting an alley.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1160 - Front yard, required.

"Required front yard" means the area between the front lot line and the required front setback line
extending across the entire width of the lot (Figure 15-3), as prescribed for a given land use district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1170 - Garage.

"Garage" means an accessory building, or portion of a building, used for the parking or temporary storage
of automobiles for the occupants of the premises. A garage (except a parking structure) shall be enclosed
on all sides and possess a fully closing door at the point of vehicular access.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1180 - General Plan.

"General Plan" means the adopted General Plan of the City of Long Beach.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1190 - Grade.

"Grade" is defined as follows:

The average elevation at the front top of curbline.
If the average elevation of the rear property line differs from that of the front top of curb by five
feet (5′) or more, then grade shall be the plane connecting the average front elevation and the
average rear elevation.
In flood hazard areas, grade means the elevation at flood hazard level or grade as defined above,
whichever is the highest point.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1200 - Group home.

"Group home" means any residential care facility for six (6) or fewer persons who are mentally disordered
or otherwise handicapped or supervised. A group home must be licensed by the State under the
provisions of Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 1400) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code.
Group home does not include any facility for wards of the juvenile court.



(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1205 - Guardrail.

"Guardrail" means a protective railing required by the Uniform Building Code, designed to withstand the
pressure specified in the Uniform Building Code. The height shall not exceed the minimum height
required in the Uniform Building Code. "Open guardrail" means a guardrail that is visibly open (consisting
of eighty percent (80%) of railing area to be open). A visually transparent wind screen shall be considered
as open guardrail.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1210 - Guest parking.

"Guest parking" means parking spaces provided with a residential unit for intermittent use by visitors.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1220 - Guestroom.

"Guestroom" means any rented or leased room which is used or designed to provide sleeping
accommodations for one (1) or more guests in apartments, hotels, motels, private clubs, lodges, and
fraternal organizations. In a suite of rooms, each room that provides access to a common hall or direct
access to the outside area shall be considered as one (1) guestroom.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1230 - Halfway house.

See "Residential care facility".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1240 - Handicapped housing.

"Handicapped housing" means any housing which is designed and physically improved to accommodate
physically handicapped persons. Handicapped housing does not include residential care facility.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1250 - Hazardous material.

"Hazardous material" means any substance or mixture of substances which is toxic, corrosive, flammable,
an irritant, a strong sensitizer; or which generates pressure through decomposition, heat or other means,
if such substance or mixture of substances may cause substantial injury, serious illness or harm to
humans, domestic livestock or wildlife. Hazardous material includes extremely hazardous material.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1260 - Hazardous waste.

"Hazardous waste" means any waste material or mixture of wastes which is toxic, corrosive, flammable,
an irritant, a strong sensitizer; or which generates pressure through decomposition, heat or other means,
if such a waste or mixture of wastes may cause substantial injury, serious illness or harm to humans,
domestic livestock or wildlife. Hazardous waste includes extremely hazardous waste.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1270 - Hazardous waste area.

"Hazardous waste area" means any area where hazardous wastes are stored, mixed, handled, treated,
discarded or disposed of.
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1280 - Hazardous waste facility.

"Hazardous waste facility" means a facility which handles, stores, treats or disposes of a hazardous waste
and which contains at least one (1) hazardous waste area. Hazardous waste facility does not include a
facility using a biological process of the property of a producer treating oil, its products and water, and
producing an effluent which is continuously discharged to navigable waters in compliance with a permit
issued pursuant to Section 402 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 USC 1342).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1290 - Hazardous waste facility, o�-site.

"Off-site hazardous waste facility" means an operation involving handling, treatment, storage or disposal
of a hazardous waste in one (1) or more of the following situations:

The hazardous waste is transported via a commercial railroad, a public road or public waters,
where adjacent land is not owned by, or leased to, the producer of the waste.
The hazardous waste is at a site which is not owned by, or leased to, the producer of the waste.
The hazardous waste is at a site which receives hazardous waste from more than one (1)
producer.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1300 - Hazardous waste facility, on-site.

"On-site hazardous waste facility" means an operation involving handling, treatment, storage or disposal
of hazardous waste on land owned by, or leased to, a waste producer, and which received hazardous
waste produced only by that producer. An operation that occurs after waste is transported by a
commercial railroad, or on public waters or on a public road shall be considered an on-site operation only
if the producer of the waste owns at least ninety percent (90%) of the linear frontage of the route traveled
by the waste, or if the disposal site and the area where the hazardous wastes are generated are on the
same continuous property.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1310 - Hazardous waste producer.

"Hazardous waste producer" means any use which results in the generation of hazardous waste.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1320 - Hedge.

"Hedge" means any cultivated plant growth which is sufficiently dense along a line as to obstruct passage
of light, air or solid objects; it does not constitute a fence or garden wall.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1330 - Height of building.

The height of a building with a sloped roof is the vertical distance above "grade", as defined in Section
21.15.1190, to the midpoint height of the highest sloped roof. A sloped roof may include, but is not
limited to, a shed, hip, gable, gambrel, mansard or curved roof as shown on Figure 15-5 and is defined
as a slanting surface covering the top of the structure. The measurement of this vertical distance is
further described in Section 21.15.1335
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The height of a building with a flat roof is the vertical distance above "grade", as defined in Section
21.15.1190, to the top of the railing, parapet or coping (whichever is higher). Examples of buildings
with flat roofs are shown on Figure 15-5, and include a building with a mansard parapet. The height of
a building with a mansard parapet is the vertical distance above "grade", as defined in Section
21.15.1190, to the top of the railing, parapet or coping (whichever is higher).
The height of a stepped or terraced building is the maximum height of any segment of the building.
The height of any dormer shall be considered the height of a separate roof. The highest roof or roof
segment shall be utilized in determining compliance with the height limit.
A sloped roof that includes an open roof deck that does not exceed ten percent (10%) of the footprint
of the principal building is considered a sloped roof for purposes of measuring height. If the roof deck
exceeds ten percent (10%) of the footprint of the principal building, the roof deck shall be considered
a flat roof and building height shall be measured to the top of the railing, parapet, or coping
(whichever is higher).
Elevator and mechanical equipment penthouses shall not be included in the measurement of height
for commercial buildings.

(Ord. C-7776 § 1, 2001: Ord. C-7729 § 1, 2001: Ord. C-6933 § 3, 1991: Ord. C-6822 § 1, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1335 - Height to midpoint of sloped roof.

"Height to midpoint of sloped roof" means the middle of the distance between the top of the ridge lines of
the roof and the bottom of the ceiling of the highest story or mezzanine of the building. If the highest
story or mezzanine has an open-beamed or cathedral ceiling, then height shall be measured from the top
of the ridge to the bottom of the top plate of the wall supporting the roof. It is the intent of this provision
that the sloped roof should not allow any greater volume in the building than a flat-roofed building with
equal measured height.

(Ord. C-6822 § 2, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1338 - High crime.

"High crime" means a crime rate in a crime reporting district that is twenty percent (20%) above the City-
wide average for all crimes.

(Ord. C-7032 § 47, 1992)

21.15.1340 - Highway.

"Highway" means any public right-of-way indicated as a highway on the transportation element of the
General Plan.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1350 - Home occupation.

"Home occupation" means an accessory activity of a nonresidential nature which is performed within a
dwelling unit or an accessory structure to the unit. The principal use of the dwelling unit must be a
residential use, and the home occupation must be incidental to the residential use of the dwelling unit.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1360 - Horse.

"Horse" shall also include mule, burro, pony, jack, hinny, and all other quadrupeds of the genus equus.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.15.1370 - Hospital.

"Hospital" means an institutional land use consisting of a facility licensed by the State Department of
Public Health for the provision of clinical, temporary or emergency service of a medical, obstetrical or
surgical nature to human patients, including overnight care of patients.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1380 - Hotel.

"Hotel" means a commercial land use for the rental of six (6) or more guestrooms or suites to primarily
transient occupants for a period of not more than thirty (30) consecutive days. Hotel is distinguished from
motel by having the entry to the guestrooms from a common interior corridor. (Also see definition for
"bed and breakfast inn", "inn", "motel" and "residential care facility".)

(Ord. C-7047 § 1, 1992: Ord. C-6595 § 6, 1989: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1395 - Household pet.

See "Pet, household".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1400 - Housing Authority.

"Housing Authority" means the Housing Authority of the City, a public body functioning pursuant to the
Housing Authorities Law of the State.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1410 - Housing, low cost.

"Low cost housing" means:

Housing renting for a monthly rent of not more than thirty percent (30%) of the total monthly
household income of low income households (defined to be a household earning less than eighty
percent (80%) of the County median income); or
Housing selling for a total purchase price not exceeding two and one-half (2½) times the annual
household income of a low income household.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1420 - Housing, moderate cost.

"Moderate cost housing" means:

Housing renting for a monthly rental of not more than thirty percent (30%) of monthly household
income of a moderate income household (defined to be a household earning not more than one
hundred twenty percent (120%) of the County median income); or
Housing selling for a total purchase price not exceeding two and one-half (2½) times the annual
household income of a moderate income household.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1430 - Housing, very low cost.

"Very low cost housing" means:
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Housing renting for a monthly rental of not more than thirty percent (30%) of monthly household
income of a very low income household (defined to be a household earning not more than fifty
percent (50%) of the County median income); or
Housing selling for a total purchase price not exceeding two and one-half (2½) times the annual
household income of a very low-income household, adjusted for family size.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1440 - Illumination, indirect.

"Indirect illumination" means illumination of a sign or other structure or feature by an internal or external
light source which is shielded from persons viewing the structure or feature. Shielding shall consist of
hoods or translucent material.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1450 - Incentive zoning.

"Incentive zoning" means a system under which a property developer is granted an increase in permitted
density in exchange for providing low and moderate income housing pursuant to Section 65915 et seq. of
the California Government Code.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1460 - Industrial.

"Industrial" means a category of land use comprised of those activities necessary to convert natural
resources into finished products. These activities include all resource extracting, resource processing,
manufacturing, assembling, storage, transshipping and wholesaling that precede the arrival of goods at a
retail land use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1465 - Inn.

"Inn" means a commercial land use for the rental of five (5) or fewer guestrooms, suites or dwelling units
primarily to transient occupants for a period of not more than thirty (30) consecutive days.

(Ord. C-6595 § 22, 1989)

21.15.1470 - Institutional use.

"Institutional use" means a category of land use characterized by emphasis upon educational, religious or
public service activities of a nonprofit nature and/or by facilities for public assemblage.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1480 - Interior lot.

See "Lot, interior".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1490 - Irritant.

"Irritant" means any non-corrosive substance which upon immediate, prolonged or repeated contact with
normal living tissue will induce a local inflammatory reaction.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1500 - Junk.



"Junk" means any worn-out, cast-off or discarded article or material. Junk includes any vehicle or
machinery being kept for use as parts or awaiting disposal.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1510 - Junk or salvage yard.

"Junk or salvage yard" means property used to break up, dismantle, sort, store, distribute or sell any scrap,
waste material or junk. It does not include vehicle impound yards.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1520 - Kennel.

"Kennel" means any property where five (5) or more animals, other than fish, birds or horses, are kept,
maintained, bred or raised for sale, breeding, participating in a commercial enterprise, or personal
enjoyment.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1530 - Key lot.

See "Lot, key".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1540 - Kitchen.

"Kitchen" means any room or portion thereof containing facilities designed or used for the preparation of
food, including a sink and stove, oven, microwave oven, range and/or hot plate.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1550 - Landscaping.

"Landscaping" means changing, rearranging or adding to the original vegetation or scenery of a piece of
land to produce an aesthetic effect appropriate for the use of the land. It may include reshaping the land
by moving the earth, as well as preserving the original vegetation or adding vegetation. Landscaping does
not include artificial plant material.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1555 - Landscaping plan.

"Landscaping plan" means a plan which indicates the type, size and location of vegetative and accent
material proposed for the landscaping of a site. Landscaping plan includes all irrigation and other devices
necessary to maintain landscaping.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1560 - Laundry.

"Laundry" means an establishment to dry clean and/or wash and dry clothes brought in and carried away
by the customer. This may include self-service or coin-operated facilities.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1570 - Laundry, industrial.

"Industrial laundry" means an establishment where large quantities of clothes are washed and/or ironed
but are collected and delivered primarily by laundry employees.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)



21.15.1575 - Liquor store.

"Liquor store" means any business selling general alcoholic beverages, also known as sale of distilled
spirits or hard liquor, for off-premises consumption under a "Type 21 License" of the California Alcoholic
Beverage Control Board. Liquor store does not include a business selling only beer and/or wine for off-
premises consumption.

(Ord. C-6684 § 3, 1990)

21.15.1580 - Lodginghouse.

"Lodginghouse" means a house with three (3) or more guestrooms where lodging is provided for
compensation and where meals are not served.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1590 - Lot.

"Lot" means an area of land, the boundaries of which have been established in conformance with the
State Subdivision Map Act, and which has either been recorded via a final tract map or a "certificate of
compliance" on record with the Los Angeles County Recorder.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1600 - Lot area.

"Lot area" means the total horizontal area within the lot lines of a lot, excluding lot lines that may extend
into Alamitos Bay or Los Cerritos Channel.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1610 - Lot, corner.

"Corner lot" means a lot situated at the intersection of two (2) or more streets (Figure 15-1).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1620 - Lot coverage.

"Lot coverage" means the percentage of the area of the lot covered by a building at all levels. This includes
the perimeter of the building as viewed from a plan view, plus the area of all accessory buildings and
structures, including garages not fully below grade (unless exempted—See Section 21.31.225). Lot
coverage does not include any open projections such as balconies and eaves.

(Ord. C-7032 § 6, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1630 - Lot depth.

"Lot depth" means the average distance between the front and rear lot line (Figure 15-2).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1640 - Lot, interior.

"Interior lot" means a lot other than a corner lot (Figure 15-1).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1650 - Lot, key.

"Key lot" means the first interior lot to the rear of a reversed corner lot which is not separated therefrom
by an alley (Figure 15-1).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.15.1660 - Lot line, front.

See "Front lot line".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1670 - Lot line, rear.

See "Rear lot line".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1680 - Lot line, side.

See "Side lot line".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1690 - Lot, reversed corner.

"Reversed corner lot" means a corner lot in which the side lot line is substantially a continuation of the
front lot line of the nearest lot to its rear (Figure 15-1).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1700 - Lot, through.

"Through lot" means a lot having frontage on two (2) parallel or approximately parallel streets (Figure 15-
1).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1710 - Lot width.

"Lot width" means the horizontal distance between the midpoints of the side lot lines, measured at right
angles to the line measuring lot depth (Figure 15-2).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1720 - Manufactured housing.

"Manufactured housing" means a dwelling unit certified under the National Mobile Home Construction
and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. Section 5401 et seq.) and pursuant to Section 18551 of the
Health and Safety Code.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1725 - Massage therapy.

"Massage therapy" means the non-adult entertainment business of massage. Non-adult entertainment
massage is limited to an accessory use to a physician, chiropractor, health club or beauty salon.

(Ord. C-6595 § 23, 1989)

21.15.1730 - Median income.

"Median income" means the most recent median income established by the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the Los Angeles/Long Beach Standard Metropolitan Statistical
area, as adjusted for the number of members of the household. For purposes of determining very low,
low and moderate cost housing, the household size shall be correlated to housing sizes as follows:

Bedrooms In Unit Persons In Household



0 1

1 2

2 3 or 4

3 5 or 6

4 or more 7 or more

 

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1740 - Medical o�ce.

"Medical office" means a commercial land use involved in the practice of medicine (not including
psychiatric medicine or psychology services), but not including the overnight care of a patient.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1750 - Merchandise mall.

"Merchandise mall" means a retail commercial use in which six (6) or more retail sales businesses are
conducted inside a building which has no permanent floor-to-ceiling walls separating the retail uses from
each other. This term includes "bazaar", "indoor flea market", "indoor swap meet", "mini-mall",
"mercantile center" and other similar words and phrases used to describe a merchandise mall.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1755 - Mezzanine.

"Mezzanine" shall be defined in accordance with the edition of the Uniform Building Code currently in
effect in the City of Long Beach.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1760 - Mixed use.

"Mixed use" means a building, structure or premises occupied by or used by two (2) or more principal
types of use, any of which is permitted in a district independent of other uses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1765 - Mobile food truck.

"Mobile food truck" means a food truck selling prepared foods and is permitted only at construction sites
at the time when construction workers are on the site.

(Ord. C-7607 § 15, 1999)

21.15.1770 - Mobile home.

"Mobile home" means a manufactured dwelling unit capable of being transported to a site on a trailer or
on wheels. A mobile home is not considered a building, as defined by the Building Code.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1780 - Mobile home park.



A.

B.

C.

"Mobile home park" means an area or tract of land where one (1) or more spaces for the occupancy by a
mobile home are provided, rented or offered for rent. Mobile home park does not include travel trailer
park.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1790 - Modular housing.

"Modular housing" means a dwelling unit manufactured in a factory and capable of transport to a site by
being carried on a trailer or upon wheels, in whole or in modular parts, and which is placed on a
permanent foundation. Modular housing complies with the Building Code definition of a building.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1792 - Money orders.

"Money order" means a certificate issued that allows the stated payee to receive cash on-demand. A
money order functions much like a check, in that the person who purchased the money order may stop
payment.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 12, 2013)

21.15.1793 - Money transfers.

"Money transfer" means a service that allows users to transfer funds between personal accounts.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 13, 2013)

21.15.1795 - Mortgage brokers.

"Mortgage broker" means an individual or company that arranges mortgage financing between a
borrower and a lender.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 14, 2013)

21.15.1797 - Mortuaries, Cremation and Interment Services.

Mortuaries, Cremation and Interment Services refers to establishments primarily engaged in the provision
of services involving the care, preparation or disposition of human dead other than in cemeteries. The
following are Funeral, Cremation, and Interment Services use types:

Cremating. Crematory services traditionally involving the purification and reduction of the human
body by fire. Typical uses include crematories or crematoriums. Reduction of human body
remains by chemical or other means can also be considered cremations.
Interring. Interring services involving the keeping of human bodies other than buried in
cemeteries. Typical uses include columbaria, mausoleums or cineraria.
Mortuary. Undertaking or mortuary services such as preparing the dead for interring or burials,
and arranging and managing funerals, memorials, viewings or other types of remembrance
ceremonies. Beyond humans, remains of family pets could be included. Typical uses include
mortuaries or funeral homes.

(ORD-13-0022 , § 5, 2013)

21.15.1800 - Motel.

"Motel" means a commercial land use for the rental of six (6) or more guestrooms or suites to primarily
transient occupants for a period of not more than thirty (30) consecutive days. Motel is distinguished from
hotel by having entry individually and independently from outside the building or buildings. Motel also
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includes tourist court, motor court, motor lodge or any other designation intended to identify the
premises as providing rental or overnight accommodations primarily to motorists.

(Ord. C-7047 § 2, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1810 - Motor vehicle.

"Motor vehicle" means a machine capable of self-propulsion, with or without human guidance, whether
for the performance of work or as a mode of transportation.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1820 - Motorcycle.

"Motorcycle" means a two-wheeled or three-wheeled motor vehicle, generally with a saddle seat and a
handlebar steering device, including, but not limited to, mopeds and sidecars.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1830 - Municipal Code.

"Municipal Code" means the Long Beach Municipal Code.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1835 - Mural.

"Mural" is used in regard to signs and means a graphical image, with or without text, that covers all or a
portion of a building facade, and does not contain any advertising message, but consists of an artistic
representation of a subject not for the purposes of creating a sign or billboard, as defined in this Title.

(ORD-12-0006 , § 7, 2012)

21.15.1840 - Natural grade.

"Natural grade" means the surface of the ground prior to grading for development.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1850 - New Construction.

"New construction" means structures for which the "start of construction" was commenced on or after the
effective date of this ordinance.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1860 - Nonconformity.

"Nonconformity" means a building, structure, parking lot use, sign or portion thereof which was lawfully
established but which, due to the application of this Title, no longer conforms to the regulations of the
zone in which it is located, as defined in this Title. "Nonconformity" includes the term "nonconforming."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1870 - Nuisance.

"Nuisance" means anything that interferes with the use or enjoyment of property, endangers personal
health or safety or is offensive to the senses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1880 - Nursing home.

See "Convalescent hospital."
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1890 - O�ce.

"Office" means a place where business is transacted or a service is provided, with an emphasis on
recordkeeping, clerical and administrative activities.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1900 - Open corridor.

"Open corridor" means an area providing access to a building or unit from a stairway or elevator, on the
second story or above, and which is open on one (1) or more sides.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1910 - Open space, usable.

See "Usable open space."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1920 - Outdoor advertising.

See "Billboard."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1930 - Overlay zone.

"Overlay zone" means a set of zoning requirements that is described in the text of the Zoning Regulations,
is mapped and is imposed in addition to those requirements of the underlying district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1940 - Owner of property.

"Owner of property" means the owner of record on any parcel of real property as designated on the
County Assessor's tax roll, or a holder of a subsequently recorded deed to the property.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1950 - Owner's authorized agent.

"Owner's authorized agent" means any person authorized to act for the owner of a property by virtue of a
notarized statement of authorization, a proof of contract to purchase or a lease to the property.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1960 - Parcel.

"Parcel" means an area of land, the boundaries of which have not been legally established in conformance
with the State Subdivision Map Act. Parcel is also referred to as a fractional lot.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1970 - Parking.

"Parking" means the stopping or stationary location of a vehicle without the operator present. Parking for
seventy-two (72) hours or more shall be deemed storage.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1980 - Parking service.

"Parking service" means a commercial land use providing parking spaces for rent.



(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.1990 - Parking space.

"Parking space" means an area with minimum dimensions as established in the parking standards for a
district, which is accessible and available for the parking of one vehicle.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2000 - Parking structure.

"Parking structure" means a garage with more than one (1) level of parking.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2005 - Parsonage.

"Parsonage" means an accessory residential use for employees of a church or other religious institutional
use necessary to provide spiritual guidance to members.

(Ord. C-6895 § 29, 1991)

21.15.2007 - Passive park.

"Passive park" means a plot of land that is landscaped, maintained as open space, serves a neighborhood,
and is used as an informal gathering place for relaxation and play. Passive park includes, but is not limited
to, parquets, urban oases, and small space sites. Permitted improvements and features include, but are
not limited to, walking paths, sitting areas, play equipment, tables, fire pits, barbecues, public restrooms,
landscaped and natural open spaces, habitat reserves, lakes, streams, ponds and lagoons.

(ORD-10-0019, § 1, 2010; ORD-08-0029 § 1, 2008: Ord. C-7378 § 23, 1995)

21.15.2008 - Pawn shop.

"Pawn shop" means and includes any use where a person, other than banks, trust companies, or bond
brokers, who may otherwise be regulated by law and authorized to deal in commercial papers, shares of
stock, bonds and other certificates of value, who keeps a pawn office, or engages in, or carries on the
business of receiving jewelry, precious stones, valuables, firearms, clothing or personal property, or any
other article or articles in pledge for loans, or as security, or in pawn for the repayment of monies, and
exacts an interest for such loans, or who purchases articles or personal property and agrees to resell such
articles so purchased to the vendors thereof, or their assigns, at prices agreed upon at or before the time
of such purchases, respectively. Pawn shop also includes any use engaging in cash for gold and the like.

(ORD-13-0026 , § 2, 2013; ORD-13-0018 , § 15, 2013)

21.15.2009 - Pay day loans.

"Pay day loans" offer a transaction whereby a person defers depositing a customer's personal check until
a specific date, pursuant to a written agreement, as provided by California Financial Code Section 23035.
Personal check includes the electronic equivalent of a personal check. Pay day loan (Deferred Deposit)
businesses are regulated by the State of California, Department of Corporations, and do not include
consumer loans or commercial loans.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 16, 2013)

21.15.2010 - Permitted use.

"Permitted use" means a use by right which is specifically authorized in a particular zoning district. It is
contrasted with conditional uses, which are authorized only if certain requirements are met following
review and approval.
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2020 - Personal service.

"Personal service" means a commercial land use involved in an activity applied to an individual or
individual's possessions in exchange for financial or other considerations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2030 - Pet, household.

"Household pet" means an animal customarily kept in a house, such as dogs, cats, fish, caged birds,
rabbits and the like. No wild, exotic, or livestock animals shall be considered household pets.

(Ord. C-7780 § 1, 2001: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2040 - Pet shop.

"Pet shop" means any premises primarily used for the sale of household pets.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2050 - Planning Commission.

"Planning Commission" means the City Planning Commission.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2060 - Planning O�cer.

"Planning Officer" means an employee of the Planning Bureau of the Department of Planning and Building
with the position of Division Manager or above.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2070 - Plat.

"Plat" means a map, generally of a subdivision, showing the location, boundaries, and ownership changes
of lot divisions. To plat means to subdivide.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2075 - Playground.

"Playground" means a plot of land used for and typically equipped with play equipment (swings, slides,
sand box, or play sets) for recreational purposes. A playground includes but is not limited to tot-lots and
small playgrounds. Accessory buildings and playfields are not permitted.

(Ord. C-7378 § 24, 1995)

21.15.2080 - Plot.

"Plot" is an indefinite term usually referring to a piece of usable property. Plot often is used
synonymously, and mistakenly, with parcel or site to mean plat.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2090 - Plot plan.

"Plot plan" means a diagram of a lot, as seen from above, showing the outline of all structures on the lot
and indicating the distance of the structures from the borders of the lot. It is similar to a site plan.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2100 - Plumbing facilities.



A.

B.

C.

D.

"Plumbing facilities" means any appliance or fixture attached to a potable water line, gas line, sewage line
or plumbing waste line.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2110 - Police power.

"Police power" means the authority of government to exercise controls to protect the public health, safety,
morals and general welfare. Zoning is one form of police power control.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2120 - Poolhall.

"Poolhall" means a primary commercial entertainment land use containing one (1) or more pool or billiard
tables.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2130 - Porch.

"Porch" means a covered pedestrian entrance to a door of the building. Porch is synonymous with
"veranda" or "loggia," all of which are located at the first floor level of a structure. Porch is not
synonymous with "carport' or "porte cochere." A porch may include a roof partially supported by columns
and/or a handrail.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2140 - Port-related.

"Port-related" means:

Those primary port uses and facilities involving the loading or unloading of material or products
from other means of transportation for loading onto ships for combining with products or
materials unloaded from ships.
Communications and transportation facilities and services necessary for the movement of ships
in and out of the port.
Those port-related uses or facilities related to storage of materials or products involved in
shipping; or uses or facilities for transporting materials or products involved in shipping; or uses
or facilities for selling, repairing, or servicing of ships or materials or products being shipped.
Those port-dependent uses and facilities for manufacturing of products, whereby materials for
the manufacturing are shipped to the site and a significant reduction in weight, bulk or difficulty
in transporting occurs in the manufacturing process.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2150 - Porte cochere.

"Porte cochere" means a roofed structure open on three (3) sides, through which a vehicle may be driven
and which is attached to a principal use building by a continuous roof leading to the principal entrance.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2160 - Premises.

"Premises" means a lot, parcel, tract or plot of land, together with the buildings and structures located
thereon.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)



21.15.2170 - Principal use.

"Principal use" means the main use of land or structures, as distinguished from a secondary or accessory
use. For example, a house is a principal use in a residential area, and a home occupation is an accessory
use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2180 - Private club.

"Private club" means a facility, institution or use belonging to or restricted for use and enjoyment by
particular persons and their guests, and which is organized primarily for common social and recreational
purposes.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2190 - Professional service.

"Professional service" means a commercial land use involved in the exchange of information and advice
for financial consideration.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2200 - Public utility service yard.

"Public utility service yard" means a premises used for the office, warehouse, storage yard, or vehicle and
equipment maintenance of a public utility. Public utility service yard may include microwave, radio, cable
and/or other communications equipment.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2210 - Public works project.

"Public works project" means any action undertaken by the City or agency under contract to the City to
construct, alter, repair or maintain any City structure, utility or right-of-way. Public works project includes
the erection of public signs, the painting or removing of street lines, parking space designations, or the
painting or removing paint from curbs.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2215 - Publicly accessible exterior telephones.

"Publicly accessible exterior telephones (PAT)" shall mean an exterior telephone located on public
property or on private property if the private property is open or accessible to the public, into which
money may be deposited, or through which a credit card or telephone credit card number may be
entered, for purposes of obtaining a telecommunications link to communicate with another who receives
the communication by telephone or pager. Publicly accessible exterior telephones are prohibited unless
an exterior telephone permit (PAT permit) has been approved by the Director of Financial Management
pursuant to Chapter 5.71 of Title 5 of the Long Beach Municipal Code.

(Ord. C-7776 § 9, 2001)

21.15.2220 - Railroad yard.

"Railroad yard" means a facility used for the switching of railroad cars for the primary purpose of making
up trains for transport to distant locations. Railroad yard does not include facilities for the loading and
unloading of shipments to or from an individual business.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.15.2225 - Realtor.

"Realtor" means a real estate agent, broker or an associate who holds active membership in a local real
estate board that is affiliated with the National Association of Realtors or California Association of
Realtors.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 17, 2013)

21.15.2230 - Rear lot line.

"Rear lot line" means a line that is opposite and most distant from the front lot line. In the case of an
irregular, triangular or gore shaped lot, the rear lot line is a straight line not less than ten feet (10′) long,
within the lot, mostly nearly parallel to and at the maximum distance from the front lot line (Figure 15-2).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2240 - Rear yard, required.

"Required rear yard" means the yard contained in the space extending across the full width of the lot
between the principal building and the rear lot line, and measured perpendicular to the building at its
closest point to the rear lot line (Figure 15-3).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2250 - Rebuild.

"Rebuild" means an addition or additions to a building whereby the area of the building is expanded by
more than fifty percent (50%) by construction over an existing building. In calculating the fifty percent
(50%) expansion, all construction after January 1, 1990, shall be included. (Also see: Sections 21.15.065 and
21.15.2275.)

(Ord. C-6822 § 3, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2260 - Recreation, commercial.

See definition for "Commercial recreation".

(Ord. C-7826 § 2, 2002: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2265 - Recreational park.

"Recreational park" means a plot of land used for formal and informal recreational activities. Recreational
park includes, but is not limited to, playgrounds, playfields, and athletic courts (i.e., basketball, baseball,
roller hockey, volleyball, and dog run).

(Ord. C-7378 § 25, 1995)

21.15.2270 - Recreational vehicle.

"Recreational vehicle" means a vehicle used for the conveyance and/or shelter of persons or goods for
purposes of leisure time activities. This includes motor homes, travel trailers, vans, truck campers,
camping trailers, boats and off the road vehicles.

Recreational vehicles shall not include the following vehicles designed and intended for commercial use
and which have been converted to recreational use: airplanes, buses, moving vans, semitrailer vans,
recreational vehicles used for economic gain, and "chattel".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2275 - Remodel.
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"Remodel" means to refurbish the interior of a building, including consolidating or separating rooms,
adding cabinetwork, changing flooring, wall covering, electrical equipment, mechanical equipment and/or
appliances. (Also see: Section 21.15.065 and Section 21.15.2250.)

(Ord. C-6822 § 22, 1990)

21.15.2280 - Residential.

"Residential" means a land use category with the principal purpose of providing shelter for human
habitation on a long-term basis.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2290 - Residential care facility.

"Residential care facility" means any family home, group care facility or similar facility as determined by
the Director of the State Department of Social Services. A residential facility provides twenty-four (24) hour
non-medical services, supervision or assistance essential for sustaining the activities of daily living or for
the protection of the individual. Residential care facility includes shelters, board and care facilities, halfway
houses, wards of the juvenile court and the like.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2300 - Resource recovery.

"Resource recovery" means the salvage of discarded materials or the conversion of the materials into a
reusable, saleable or valuable form. Salvaged or converted materials shall not be considered waste.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2310 - Restaurant.

"Restaurant" means a commercial use engaged in the preparation and sale of food for immediate
consumption. A restaurant includes a kitchen containing not less than a double sink, a range, an oven, and
an exhaust canopy. Catering is an accessory use to a restaurant. Uses that prepare and sell food without a
full kitchen are a tavern if they sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption, or a ready-to-eat
food establishment if they do not sell alcohol for on-premises consumption.

(Ord. C-6684 § 14, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2320 - Restaurant, dinner.

"Dinner restaurant" means a restaurant which provides primarily table service to customers with limited
takeout service.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2330 - Restaurant, fast-food.

"Fast-food restaurant" means a restaurant which supplies food and beverages primarily in disposable
containers and which is characterized by high automobile accessibility, self-service and short stays by
customers.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2332 - Restaurant, ready-to-eat food.

"Ready-to-eat restaurant" means a use, whether it meets the definition of "restaurant" or not, that sells
food in a form that is ready to eat at the time of sale, and is primarily designed for takeout, with on-site
service area limited to one hundred fifty (150) square feet of dining/in front of counter area. Full service
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kitchens are not allowed in "ready-to-eat restaurants". Such uses as bakeries, delicatessens, donut shops,
ice cream shops, and yogurt shops are common ready-to-eat restaurants.

(Ord. C-7619 § 2, 1999: Ord. C-7326 § 4, 1995: Ord. C-6684 § 4, 1990)

21.15.2340 - Retail sales.

"Retail sales" means a commercial land use which provides for the exchange of goods directly to the
ultimate consumer in exchange for financial or other considerations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2350 - Reversed corner lot.

See "Lot, reversed corner".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2360 - Room.

"Room" means an area of a building fully enclosed by walls, windows, and/or doors, and a roof and floor.
If a room is divided by walls, counters and/or cabinetry fifty percent (50%) or more across the width of the
room, the divided areas shall be considered as separate rooms.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2370 - Room, primary.

"Primary room" means a living room, dining room or family room. In open floor plans which combine
living room/dining room space, the living room/dining room shall be considered one (1) room.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2380 - Room, secondary.

"Secondary room" means all rooms other than primary rooms.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2385 - Sandwiched lot.

"Sandwiched lot" means a lot that is sixty feet (60′) or less in width and contains a one- or two-story,
single- or two-family dwelling that is adjoined on both sides by three (3) or more story buildings containing
four (4) or more dwelling units each.

(Ord. C-6895 § 30, 1991)

21.15.2390 - School.

See "educational institution".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2400 - Secondary housing unit.

"Secondary housing unit" means a dwelling unit, accessory to the principal dwelling, provided as an
addition to or conversion of an existing single-family dwelling.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2401 - Reserved.

Editor's note—



A.

B.

A.
B.
C.
D.

ORD-13-0026, § 3, adopted Dec. 3, 2013, repealed § 21.15.2401, entitled "Secondhand dealer", which
derived ORD-13-0018, § 18, 2013.

21.15.2410 - Single-family dwelling.

Detached. "Detached single-family dwelling" means one (1) dwelling unit located on a single lot with
yard areas that separate that dwelling from other dwellings.
Attached. "Attached single-family dwelling" means one (1) dwelling unit on a single lot with one (1)
side wall in common with a dwelling on an adjoining lot.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2420 - Secondhand store.

"Secondhand store" means any premises used for the sale or handling of used goods. Secondhand store
includes establishments for the sale or trade of used clothing, furniture and appliances. Secondhand store
does not include establishments selling used jewelry, old coins and stamps.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2430 - Senior citizen housing.

"Senior citizen housing" means any housing constructed and maintained exclusively for residents over
fifty-five (55) years of age for active senior housing or over sixty-two (62) years of age for traditional senior
housing, other than residential care facilities for the elderly. (There are two (2) types of senior citizen
housing: active senior housing, and traditional senior housing.)

(Ord. C-6822 § 4, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2435 - Senior citizen housing, active.

The following conditions shall apply to housing for active senior citizens:

Density shall be limited to that of the R-4-N Zoning District at the applicable lot width.
The parking shall be provided as designated in Table 41-1A.
The use shall not abut or adjoin an automobile service or repair use.
The use shall comply with all applicable development standards of the R-4-N Zone except for
height and setbacks which shall comply with the standards of the district in which the use is
located.

(Ord. C-7663 § 34, 1999)

21.15.2440 - Senior citizen housing, congregate care.

"Congregate care senior citizen housing" means senior citizen housing which provides meal service at a
central dining facility but does not provide twenty-four (24) hour services or supervision.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2450 - Service station.

See "Automobile service station".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2460 - Service yard.
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"Service yard" means any premises used primarily for outdoor storage of outdoor vehicles and heavy
equipment. Service yard permits maintenance of public utilities and public services such as microwave,
radio, cable and/or other communication facilities; however, it does not permit major vehicle repair.
"Service yard" does not include outdoor storage of materials for on-site retail or wholesale sales.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2470 - Setback line.

"Setback line" means a line across the front, sides or rear of any private or public property (Figure 15-3).
The setback prohibits the subsequent erection of any building, fence or other structure in the area
between such line and the lot line, except as otherwise provided by this Title.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2475 - Shelter.

"Shelter" means a residential land use for more than six (6) transient occupants. Shelters differ from
hotels and motels by providing lodging free or at nominal cost. They may sometimes, but not always, be
differentiated by group sleeping halls instead of individual rooms. A shelter is classified as one type of
special group residence. A shelter is an acceptable accessory use only when provided within an existing
church building on a shared-use basis. A shared use exists when the sheltering of families or individuals in
need of sanctuary is incidental to the primary church use for which the building is designed and intended.

(Ord. C-7064 § 7, 1992)

21.15.2480 - Shopping center.

"Shopping center" means a commercial land use consisting primarily of retail sales uses and consisting of
three (3) or more lease areas on a single recorded lot.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2482 - Shopping center, neighborhood.

"Neighborhood shopping center" means a building containing three (3) or more tenant spaces of retail,
personal service or restaurant use sharing off-street parking in the open between the building and the
street. Neighborhood shopping centers do not exceed sixty thousand (60,000) square feet of gross floor
area. Multi-tenant retail, personal service or restaurant use buildings or building complexes without
parking, with enclosed parking, or with parking screened from the street by the building, shall not be a
neighborhood shopping center.

(Ord. C-6684 § 15, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2484 - Shopping center, retail cluster.

"Retail cluster shopping center" means a shopping center containing less than sixty thousand (60,000)
square feet of gross floor area, but without common open parking between the building and the street.

(Ord. C-6684 § 16, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2486 - Shopping center, regional.

"Regional shopping center" means a shopping center containing not less than one hundred thousand and
one (100,001) square feet of floor area. A regional shopping center usually, but need not always, contains
one (1) or more department stores.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)



21.15.2488 - Side-by-side residential units.

Two-on-a-lot projects where the units are arranged side-by-side and the majority of both units are located
in the front fifty percent (50%) of the lot.

(Ord. C-7550 § 16, 1998)

21.15.2490 - Side lot line.

"Side lot line" means any lot line not a front or rear lot line (Figure 15-2).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2500 - Side yard, required.

"Required side yard" means the space extending from the front yard to the rear yard between the
principal building and the side lot line, measured perpendicular from the side lot line to the closest point
of the principal building (Figure 15-3).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2510 - Sign.

"Sign" means any device or structure used for visual communication or attraction, including any
announcement, declaration, demonstration, display, illustration, insignia, model, statue, or symbol used to
identify a place, or to advertise or promote the interest of any person; together with all appurtenant
components, backgrounds, and supporting structures, except the building upon which a sign is placed.
Official traffic-control devices are specifically exempted from this definition. The official flags of nations,
states, counties, cities and recognized nonprofit organizations shall not be considered signs, but flags,
banners or similar devices containing a commercial message shall be signs.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 1, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2520 - Sign, abandoned.

"Abandoned sign" means the sign face, frame and supporting pole or structure, and all appurtenances, of
any sign for a business, institution, or other land use which has abandoned the premises for ninety (90)
days or more, or any land use for which the business license has expired and remained expired for one (1)
year. Abandoned sign also includes any promotional activity sign for which the permit has expired. Signs
associated with a demolished or abandoned building shall also be considered abandoned signs. See also
"Abandoned" (Section 21.15.030).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 2, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2530 - Sign area.

"Sign area" means the entire face of a sign including the advertising surface and any framing, trim or
molding. For signs with more than two (2) surfaces, the area is the maximum area of all display faces
which are visible from any ground. If the supporting device is in itself a part of the sign, it shall be included
in the calculation of the area of the sign.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2540 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-13-0014, § 30, adopted Sept. 3, 2013, repealed § 21.15.2540, entitled "Sign, area identification",
which derived from Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988.
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21.15.2550 - Sign, awning.

"Awning sign" means a sign that is applied, painted or affixed to an awning.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 3, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2560 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-13-0014, § 30, adopted Sept. 3, 2013, repealed § 21.15.2560, entitled "Sign, backdrop wall", which
derived from Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988.

21.15.2570 - Sign, banner.

See "Sign, promotional activity - commercial" (Section 21.15.2720).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 4, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2570.5 - Sign, building identiĂcation.

"Building identification sign" means a sign which serves to identify only the name, address, and use or
principal tenant of the premises upon which it is located and provides no other advertisements or product
identification.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 21, 2013)

21.15.2571 - Sign, changeable copy.

A sign whose copy is periodically changed to advertise events, sales, and the like, with detachable but
motionless lettering that must be manually installed, usually on a series of parallel tracks. A changeable
copy sign shall not include a "trivision" sign, electronic sign, electronic message center sign, or time, date,
and temperature sign.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 5, 2013; Ord. C-7550 § 17, 1998)

21.15.2573 - Sign, residential neighborhood or commercial district identiĂcation.

A "residential neighborhood identification sign" or "commercial district identification sign" identifies a
residential neighborhood and/or commercial or industrial district(s), and may announce its geographical
boundaries (i.e., now entering or leaving neighborhood or district name) within the City. This sign shall
always identify that the respective neighborhood or district is part of the City.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 6, 2013; Ord. C-7500 § 20, 1997)

21.15.2575 - Sign, cabinet.

"Cabinet sign" means sign with one or several faces, which contains all the text and/or logo symbols of
each face upon a facing made of translucent and/or opaque material contained within a single enclosed
cabinet, box or can. A cabinet sign may or may not be internally illuminated.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 22, 2013)

21.15.2577 - Sign, electronic message center.

"Electronic message center sign" is a sign whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic informational
content can be changed or altered on a fixed display surface composed of electrically-illuminated or
mechanically-driven changeable segments. This includes signs whose informational content can be
changed or altered by means of computer- or circuit-driven electronic impulses. An electronic message
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center sign displays only on-site sign copy, information, and advertising; otherwise it shall be considered a
billboard. Electronic message center sign does not include a sign that displays only time, date, and/or
temperature if it is six (6) square feet or smaller.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 7, 2013; Ord. C-7500 § 21, 1997)

21.15.2580 - Sign, freestanding.

"Freestanding sign" means a sign which is supported by a structure connected permanently to the ground,
or displayed directly upon a base connected permanently to the ground, and which is not structurally
connected to a building or other structure. This includes but is not limited to those signs known as "pole
signs." See also "Monument sign" (Section 21.15.2620).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 8, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2590 - Sign, freeway-oriented.

"Freeway-oriented sign" means a freestanding sign for a business which adjoins a freeway right-of-way
and which is located within one thousand five hundred feet (1,500′) of the intersection of the freeway off-
ramp with the surface street providing access to the premises on which the sign is located.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2595 - Sign, interior.

"Interior sign" means a sign that is located between one (1) and six (6) feet to the interior of any window
through which the sign is visible.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 23, 2013)

21.15.2600 - Sign, marquee/canopy.

"Marquee/canopy sign" means a sign that is attached to the vertical face or the soffit of a marquee or
canopy. See "Awning sign" (Section 21.15.2550).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 9, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2610 - Sign, menu board.

"Menu board sign" means a sign that is displayed for the use of drive-thru, fast-food restaurant patrons to
identify the food and prices available on the site.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2620 - Sign, monument.

"Monument sign" means a sign that is displayed directly on the ground, on a base connected permanently
to the ground, and which is not structurally connected to a building or structure. See also "Freestanding
sign" (Section 21.15.2580).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 10, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2630 - Sign, neighborhood marker.

"Neighborhood marker sign" means a sign placed upon a street light standard or traffic signal pole to
identify a residential neighborhood or commercial district. These signs are administered by the
Department of Public Works, and not regulated in Title 21 (see Section 21.44.240).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 11, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2640 - Reserved.
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Editor's note—

ORD-13-0014, § 30, adopted Sept. 3, 2013, repealed § 21.15.2640, entitled "Sign, noncommercial",
which derived from Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988.

21.15.2650 - Sign, o�-premises.

See "Billboard."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2660 - Sign, on-premises.

"On-premises sign" means a sign that identifies or communicates a message related to the activity
conducted, the service offered, or the commodity sold on the premises upon which the sign is located.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2665 - Sign, on-site directional.

"On-site directional sign" means a class of sign that directs persons to a destination within the subject site,
typically a parking lot. An on-site directional sign contains simple information such as "Enter," "Exit," "This
Way," or "Do Not Enter," as well as a business name and/or logo. An on-site directional sign is intended for
traffic internal to the site, and is not directed at traffic on an adjacent road or right-of-way.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 24, 2013)

21.15.2670 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-13-0014, § 30, adopted Sept. 3, 2013, repealed § 21.15.2670, entitled "Sign, painted", which
derived from Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988.

21.15.2680 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-13-0014, § 30, adopted Sept. 3, 2013, repealed § 21.15.2680, entitled "Sign, pennant", which
derived from Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988.

21.15.2690 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-13-0014, § 30, adopted Sept. 3, 2013, repealed § 21.15.2690, entitled "Sign, political", which
derived from Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988.

21.15.2700 - Sign, portable.

"Portable sign" means a sign standing upon the ground but not permanently located upon a foundation.
This includes, but is not limited to, those signs known as "sandwich-board signs," "A-frame signs," and
"sidewalk signs."

(ORD-13-0014 , § 12, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2710 - Sign, projecting.

"Projecting sign" means a sign which is attached to, and projects outward at an angle from, a wall or other
essentially vertical plane of a building or structure. A projecting sign also may be known as a "blade sign."
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(ORD-13-0014 , § 13, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2720 - Sign, promotional activity - commercial.

"Promotional activity sign-commercial" means any sign utilized to promote or advertise a commercial
activity or event that is permitted on a temporary basis under the provisions of Section 21.44.410, for the
purpose of announcing an event, product, service, or sale of a temporary nature. Promotional activity
signs are made of non-permanent materials such as cloth, vinyl, or mesh, and are not permanently
attached or affixed to a building. Promotional activity signs commonly are known as "banners."

(ORD-13-0014 , § 14, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2721 - Sign, promotional activity - noncommercial.

"Promotional activity sign - noncommercial" means any sign made of cloth or paper taking the form of a
banner, placard, sign board, or similar device or structure and which is utilized to promote, advertise, or
advocate for or against a particular person, event or activity in a noncommercial context. Noncommercial
promotional activity signs shall be removed from a premise no later than five (5) days following the
conclusion of the activity or event promoted by such sign.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 25, 2013)

21.15.2723 - Sign, push-through.

"Push-through sign" or "push-through cabinet sign" refers to a cabinet sign with sign copy rendered in
relief either in front of or behind the sign face, similar to channel letters. A push-through sign typically is
internally illuminated with an opaque face, creating a halo effect, although other designs such as
illuminated letters or exposed neon in open-faced letters are acceptable as well.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 26, 2013)

21.15.2725 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-13-0014, § 30, adopted Sept. 3, 2013, repealed § 21.15.2725, entitled "Sign, pylon", which derived
from Ord. C-7663 § 35, 1999.

21.15.2730 - Sign, roof.

"Roof sign" means a sign that is mounted or positioned on the roof of a building and which projects above
the parapet wall of a building with a flat roof, or above the eave line of a building with a sloped roof
(gambrel, gable or hip roof), or above the deck line of a building with a mansard roof.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 15, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2740 - Sign, temporary.

"Temporary sign" refers to those signs that are permitted on a temporary basis in Division IV of Chapter
21.44. See also "Promotional activity sign - commercial" (Section 21.15.2720).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 16, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2743 - Sign, through-the-face.

See "Sign, push-through" (Section 21.15.2723).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 27, 2013)

21.15.2745 - Sign, tra�c directional.
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"Traffic directional sign" means any sign displayed to ensure the safe and orderly flow of automobile
traffic on private property. These consist of stop signs, one-way signs, do not enter signs, speed limit signs,
left/right turn-only signs, no left/right turn signs, and other traffic signs of like purpose. Traffic directional
signs do not contain business information or directions to a destination. Traffic directional signs shall
conform to official traffic control device standards as directed by the City Traffic Engineer.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 28, 2013)

21.15.2750 - Sign, wall.

"Wall sign" means a sign fastened to the wall of a building or structure in such a manner that the wall
becomes the supporting structure for or forms the background surface of the sign. Such a sign may not
project more than fourteen inches (14") beyond the vertical wall surface or it shall be considered a
projecting sign.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 17, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2755 - Sign, wall painted.

"Wall-painted sign" means a sign that is painted on a building wall in lieu of a permanent, fixed wall sign
structure.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 29, 2013)

21.15.2760 - Sign, window.

"Window sign" means a sign which is painted on, or attached to, the interior side of window or glass
doors, or which is inside a window and mounted within one foot (1′) of a window.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2770 - Signable area.

"Signable area", as applied to individual wall signs, shall be the area of one (1) rectangle on a wall, within
the required height limits, which is unbroken by major architectural features such as doors, windows,
columns or architectural protrusions. Only one (1) signable area is permitted per building elevation per
business. Only that portion of the building occupied by the business shall be used in calculating the
signable area. A business fronting onto more than one (1) public right-of-way may not combine permitted
signable area for one (1) wall with that of another wall for the purpose of placing the combined area, or
any part of the combined area, on one (1) wall.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2780 - Site plan.

"Site plan" means a plan drawn to scale showing uses and structures proposed for a parcel of land as
required by the applicable regulations. It includes lot lines, streets, building sites, reserved open space and
other specific development proposals, similar to a plot plan.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2790 - Soaking pool.

"Soaking pool" means an artificial body of water having a depth in excess of eighteen inches (18″), a
surface area of less than one hundred (100) square feet, and designed, constructed and used for
immersion purposes by human beings. Soaking pool includes a therapy pool.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.15.2795 - Social service o�ce.

A social service office is defined as an office maintained and used as a place of business conducted by
persons or entities engaged in offering on-site group counseling, treatment or recovery programs, but
wherein no overnight care for patients or clients is given. For the purpose of this definition, "group" means
eight (8) or more persons. Professional care providers that do not engage in on-site group counseling,
treatment or recovery programs (MFC, MFCC, MSW, Psychiatric Nurse, Psychologist, or Psychiatrist) are
considered professional offices.

(Ord. C-7729 § 11, 2001)

21.15.2800 - Solid fence.

"Solid fence" means a wood or masonry fence with no openings, a chain link fence with slats, or other
opaque materials deemed to constitute "solid" by the Director of Planning and Building.

(Ord. C-7360 § 1, 1995: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2810 - Special group residence.

"Special group residence" includes, but is not limited to, fraternity and sorority houses, college
dormitories, residential care facility, convalescent hospitals, senior citizen housing, handicapped housing,
halfway houses, military barracks and religious homes. Special group residence does not include group
homes.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2820 - Special setback line.

"Special setback line" means a setback line, on a lot or several lots, established by separate ordinance
adopted by the City Council. The special setback line, which supersedes the normally required setback
line, may be greater or less than the setback prescribed in the development standards for the particular
land use district in which the lot or lots may be located.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2830 - Stable, private.

"Private stable" means a building or a portion of a building used to shelter and feed horses or ponies
which are used exclusively by the occupants of the property on which the stable is situated.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2840 - Stable, commercial.

"Commercial stable" means a stable other than a private stable.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2850 - Stall, box.

"Box stall" means an individual shelter for a horse which is completely enclosed (except for doors,
windows and other ventilating apertures) and which has a minimum area of ninety-six (96) square feet
(with no dimension less than eight feet (8')). A box stall must be free and clear of any obstruction and may
be located in a private or public stable.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2860 - Stall, tie.



"Tie stall" means an individual shelter for a horse partially enclosed on three (3) sides with a wall, fence,
railing or similar structure. A tie stall has a minimum area of sixty (60) square feet (with no dimension less
than five feet (5')), must be free and clear of any obstruction, and must be located in a public or private
stable.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2870 - Standards or development standards.

"Standards" or "development standards" means the physical design and development portion of the
Zoning Regulations controlling such items as building coverage, yard areas, height of structures or floor
area ratios. These are distinguished from use regulations, which restrict the types of land uses allowed on
a property.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2880 - Standard State Zoning Enabling Act (SZEA).

"Standard State Zoning Enabling Act (SZEA)" means a model act originally prepared in 1922 under the
auspices of the United States Department of Commerce. It serves as the model for the zoning enabling
legislation in many States.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2890 - Standards variance.

"Standards variance" means granting a property owner relief from development standards of the Zoning
Regulations when, because of the particular physical or topographical condition of the property,
compliance would result in undue hardship on the owner (as distinguished from a mere inconvenience or
desire to make more money). Standards variance shall not be used to intensify the use or increase the
density on a lot.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2900 - Street.

"Street" means a public or private right-of-way with a width of more than twenty feet (20′) providing access
to properties and which is designated as a street on the Official Map of the City of Long Beach.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2910 - Street furniture.

"Street furniture" includes such items as benches, landscaping walls, newsracks, newsstands, trash
receptacles, phone booths and the like.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2920 - Storage.

"Storage" means placing of a material or vehicle at one location for more than seventy-two (72) hours
without use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2930 - Storage, hazardous waste.

See "Hazardous waste facility."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)



21.15.2940 - Story.

"Story" means that portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the floor next
above it, or if there is no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the ceiling (Figure 15-7).
Basements and attics are not stories.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2950 - Strong oxidizer.

"Strong oxidizer" means a substance that can supply oxygen to a reaction and cause a violent reaction, or
that can sustain a fire when in contact with a flammable or combustible material in the absence of air.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2960 - Strong sensitizer.

"Strong sensitizer" means a substance which will cause a hypersensitivity on normal living tissue (through
an allergic or photodynamic process) which becomes evident on reapplication of the same substance.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2970 - Structure.

"Structure" means a manmade object without occupiable floor area.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2980 - Supergraphics.

"Supergraphic" means a sign, containing either on-site or off-site advertising, consisting of sign copy
and/or an image that is applied to a building, structure, or wall, or projected onto a building, structure, or
wall, or printed on vinyl, mesh, fabric, or any other material, and hung from or wrapped about a building
or structure, and which does not comply with the requirements for a permitted sign type under the
provisions of Chapter 21.44, or the requirements for a billboard under Chapter 21.54. The term
"supergraphic" also shall include signs known as "building wraps."

(ORD-13-0014 , § 18, 2013; ORD-12-0006 , § 2, 2012; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.2990 - Tattoo parlor.

"Tattoo parlor" means a commercial land use where the marking or coloring of the skin is performed by
pricking in coloring matter or by producing scars, and which is conducted in exchange for financial or
other valuable consideration. It does not include tattooing when applied by a licensed dermatologist on
premises licensed as a dermatological office.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3000 - Tavern.

"Tavern" means a commercial land use providing for the on-premises sale and consumption of alcoholic
beverages. Tavern includes bars, pubs, cocktail lounges and the like.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3010 - Therapy pool.

See "Soaking pool."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3015 - Thrift shop.
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"Thrift shop" means a retail commercial land use, either for-profit or nonprofit, for the sale of used
merchandise other than antiques, art, books, clothes, collectables, jewelry, photographic equipment and
vehicles.

(Ord. C-7047 § 31, 1992)

21.15.3020 - Through lot or double frontage lot.

See "Lot, through."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3030 - Tire retreading establishment.

"Tire retreading establishment" means a business involved in the retreading, recapping or rebuilding of
tires using previously processed rubber or synthetic products.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3040 - Tire store.

"Tire store" means a place of business where the sale, installation, or storage of new or used or retread
tires and tubes is conducted with or without other products or services. Tire store does not include tire
retreading establishment.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3050 - Title.

"Title," when referred to in this Title, means Title 21 of the Long Beach Municipal Code relating to the
Zoning Regulations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3060 - Townhouse.

"Townhouse" means a dwelling unit with one (1) or two (2) common walls, and which has direct exterior
access, private yards and no common floors or ceilings with other units.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3070 - Toxic.

"Toxic" means capable of producing injury, illness, or damage to humans, domestic livestock or wildlife
through ingestion, inhalation or absorption through any body surface.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3080 - Transfer of development rights (TDR).

"Transfer of development rights (TDR)" means the removal of the right to develop or build on land in one
area and the transfer of that right to another area or district where such transfer is permitted.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3090 - Transfer station.

"Transfer station" means any facility where hazardous wastes are transferred from one vehicle to another
or where hazardous wastes are stored or consolidated before being transported elsewhere.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3100 - Travel trailer.
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"Travel trailer" means a vehicle designed for human occupancy and used for travel or recreational
purposes.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3110 - Travel trailer park.

"Travel trailer park" means an area where spaces are offered to one (1) or more users of travel trailers.
This definition includes trailer camps, recreational vehicles courts or parks and the like.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3120 - Treatment.

"Treatment" means any method, technique or process designed to change the physical, chemical or
biological character or composition of any hazardous waste.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3130 - Treatment facility.

"Treatment facility" means any facility at which hazardous waste is subjected to treatment or where a
resource is recovered from a hazardous waste.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3140 - Triplex, three-family dwelling.

"Triplex" means a building containing three (3) dwelling units.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3150 - Truck yard.

"Truck yard" means a facility used exclusively for breaking down and assembling tractor-trailer transport,
or for parking of heavy vehicles for short periods of time. Truck yard does not include facilities for the
loading and unloading of shipments to or from an individual business.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3160 - Usable open space.

"Usable open space" means any space on a lot not enclosed within a building which is designed for
specific recreational purposes, including active and passive recreational activities. Usable open space
includes yards (except the required front yard setback), courtyards, balconies, decks, porches, roof decks
and patios. Usable open space does not include driveways, aisles, parking spaces or side or rear yards less
than eight feet (8') in width or front yards unless permitted by the provisions of Section 21.31.242.

(Ord. C-6933 § 4, 1991: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3170 - Usable open space, common.

"Common usable open space" means usable open space designed and intended for the common use or
enjoyment by residents or guests.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3180 - Usable open space, private.

"Private usable open space" means usable open space designed and intended for the private use and
enjoyment by residents or guests. Private usable open space shall have direct access to the unit for which
the space is designed.
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B.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3190 - Use.

"Use" means the purpose for which land or a building is occupied, arranged, designed or intended, or
for which either land or building is or may be occupied or maintained. Use also means the activity
conducted on the land or in the building.
A business facility shall be considered a single use if separate rooms have doorways which
interconnect the rooms, regardless of whether such rooms contain independent exterior doorways
and/or separate addresses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3200 - Variance.

See "Standards variance".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3205 - Vehicle.

"Vehicle" means a device by which any person or property may be propelled, moved, or drawn upon a
street or highway, except a device moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or
tracks.

(Ord. C-7776 § 10, 2001)

21.15.3210 - Vehicle, dismantled.

"Dismantled vehicle" means a vehicle without hoods, doors, fenders, body panels, headlights, trunk lids,
tires, wheels, windows or windshields (when such items are normally part of the vehicle).

(Ord. C-7776 § 2, 2001: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3215 - Vehicle, inoperative.

"Inoperative vehicle" includes: (a) any vehicle which is not currently and validly registered for operation or
use on the streets and highways in the State as required under the provisions of the California Vehicle
Code; or (b) any motor vehicle which currently is incapable of being driven under its own motor power; or
(c) any non-motor vehicle which currently is incapable of being moved or drawn.

(Ord. C-7776 § 11, 2001)

21.15.3220 - Vehicle, wrecked.

"Wrecked vehicle" means a vehicle with dented areas in excess of one (1) square foot, rusted exterior
body parts or broken glass parts.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3225 - Vending cart.

A "vending cart" is any wagon, cart, or similar wheeled container, which is not a "vehicle" as defined in the
Vehicle Code of the State of California, from which food, beverage, or other consumable product is offered
for sale to the public.

(Ord. C-7247 § 30, 1994)

21.15.3230 - Vested right.



"Vested right" means a right which has been legally established and cannot be revoked by subsequent
conditions or changes in law without due process of law. There is no vested right to an existing zoning
designation.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3240 - Veterinary clinic.

"Veterinary clinic" means a medical facility licensed by the State Department of Public Health for the
treatment of household pets. The use may include the overnight care of patients.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3250 - Veterinary use.

"Veterinary use" means a commercial land use consisting of the grooming, treating (medical), selling or
boarding of animals. Species of equine are excluded from this definition.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3260 - Vocational school.

"Vocational school" means a commercial land use consisting of an institution of learning for a special skill
or special knowledge. Vocational school includes trade school, business school, professional school and
school for self-improvement.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3270 - Wall return.

"Wall return" means a fence or garden wall extending from a building to another fence or garden wall.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3280 - Wetbar.

"Wetbar" means a sink located some place other than the kitchen, bathroom or laundry. Wetbar does not
include a stove, range, or similar appliance customarily identified with a kitchen. Where a wetbar is
located in a room or a portion of a room with a stove, hotplate, range, oven or microwave oven or other
kitchen-type facilities, it shall constitute a separate kitchen.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3290 - Window.

"Window" is an opening in a wall of a building designed to allow light and/or ventilation into a room of a
building, and enclosed by casement or sash containing glass or other similar transparent or
semitransparent material.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3300 - Wholesale, industrial.

"Industrial wholesale" means an industrial land use consisting of the exchange of large quantities of goods
for future distribution and resale for financial or other considerations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3310 - Wing wall.



"Wing wall" means an extension of a wall of a building beyond that enclosing the space within the
building. A wing wall may be structural, such as a buttress arch, or may be provided purely for design
purposes.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3320 - Yard, required front.

See "Front yard, required".

21.15.3330 - Yard, required rear.

See "Rear yard, required."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3340 - Yard, required side.

See "Side yard, required."

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3350 - Zero bedroom unit.

"Zero bedroom unit" means a dwelling unit consisting of one (1) kitchen, one (1) bathroom and one (1)
combination living and sleeping room. It shall not exceed four hundred and fifty (450) square feet gross
floor area or it shall be considered a one (1) bedroom unit. A zero bedroom unit is also known as a single,
a bachelor or an efficiency unit.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3360 - Zero lot line.

"Zero lot line" means a development form in which a building is sited on one (1) or more lot lines with no
yard, or zero setback (Figure 15-4). The intent is to allow more flexibility in site design and to increase the
amount of usable open space on the lot.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3370 - Zone or zone district.

"Zone" or "zone district" means a section of the City described in the text of the Zoning Regulations and
delineated on the use district maps of the City. The text sets forth the requirements for the use of land as
well as improvement and development standards.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3380 - Zoning Administrator.

"Zoning Administrator" means the person duly appointed by the Director of Planning and Building, with
confirmation by the Planning Commission, to make administrative decisions as prescribed in this Title and
to handle such other duties as assigned by the Director of Planning and Building in the administration and
enforcement provisions of this Title. Such person shall be a member of the Department of Planning and
Building and shall have a position of Division Manager or above.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3390 - Zoning amendment.

"Zoning amendment" means a change in the Zoning Regulations or zoning map. Zoning amendment also
includes rezoning.



(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3400 - Zoning map.

"Zoning map" means the map portion of the Zoning Regulations delineating the boundaries of land use
districts and which, along with the zoning text, comprises the Zoning Ordinance or Zoning Regulations.
Zoning map also includes land use district maps.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.15.3410 - Zoning Regulations or Zoning Ordinance.

"Zoning Regulations" or "Zoning Ordinance" means the textual and map portions of the Zoning
Regulations of the Long Beach Municipal Code.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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1.

CHAPTER 21.21 - ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
DIVISION I. - HEARING BODIES

21.21.101 - Hearings—General.

This Chapter is intended to establish administrative procedures for all types of matters, permits and
approvals for which action is provided in this Title 21. Public hearings shall be conducted in connection
with each of the procedures so established by such hearing bodies and officers as are indicated in Table
21-1.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.105 - Hearing bodies.

Four (4) hearing bodies or officers shall make decisions on the various procedures provided for in this Title
21 as follows:

City Council. The City Council shall be responsible for actions indicated in Table 21-1. City Council
actions on zoning amendments and rezonings are hearings and shall follow the noticing
procedures set forth in this Chapter.
Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall be responsible for the hearings indicated
in Table 21-1.
Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator is established to provide, among other things,
a hearing officer to conduct public hearings as specified in Table 21-1. The Zoning Administrator
shall be a Planning Officer designated by the Director of Planning and Building with the approval
of the Planning Commission. In the absence of the Zoning Administrator, the Director of Planning
and Building may assume the responsibilities of the Zoning Administrator or may designate a
Planner III or other higher designation.
Site Plan Review Committee. The Site Plan Review Committee shall consist of the Director of
Planning and Building and two (2) planning officers designated by him/her.

(Ord. C-7247 § 1, 1994: Ord. C-6933 § 5, 1991; Ord. C-6895 § 3, 1991: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - INITIATION OF PROCEDURES

21.21.201 - Application.

General. Any procedure provided for in this Title 21, including, but not limited to, amendment of the
Zoning Regulations, change of a zoning district, issuance of conditional permits, variances,
administrative use permits, site plan review, classification of uses and density bonuses may be
initiated by application of the owner of any real property in the City directly affected by the procedure,
or his authorized agent. The Director of Planning and Building may request proof of ownership or
authorization to apply prior to acceptance of any such application.
Zoning and Zoning Regulations. An amendment to the Zoning Regulations and a change of zoning
district may also be initiated by:

Direction by action of the City Council or the Planning Commission; or
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C.
D.

Direction of the Director of Planning and Building with the consent of the Planning Commission.
Filing Fee. A filing fee shall accompany each application as required by Section 21.21.701
Complete Application. No application shall be considered complete until applicable forms are filed,
the required fee is paid, and additional information as required by the Director of Planning and
Building, is received. The Director of Planning and Building shall determine when an application is
complete, and the determination of the Director shall be final.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 21-1 
Discretionary Review Responsibilities 

Type of Procedure Responsible Hearing Body Notice
Required

SPRC ZA PC CC

Zoning regulations amendment:

 Initial hearing X Yes

 Final decision X Yes

Zone change:

 Initial hearing X Yes

 Final decision X Yes

Conditional use permit:

 Initial hearing X Yes

 Appeal X Yes

Variance:

 Initial hearing X X Yes

 Appeal X X Yes

Administrative use permit:

 Initial hearing X X Yes

 Appeal X X Yes

Site plan review:

(d)

(c)

(c)

(c)

(c)

(a)
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 Initial hearing X X No

 Appeal X X No

Classification of uses:

 Initial hearing X No

 Final decision X No

Establishment of planned development district:

 Initial hearing X Yes

 Final decision X Yes

Special setback lines:

 Initial hearing X Yes

 Final decision X Yes

Local coastal permit:

 Initial hearing X X Yes

 Appeal X X Yes

Bonus density (General Plan):

 Initial hearing X Yes

 Appeal X Yes

Determination of applicable law:

 Initial hearing X Yes

 Appeal X Yes

Interim park use permit:

 Initial hearing X Yes

 Appeal None

(a)

(a)

(c)

(b) (c)



A.

B.

1.

2.
3.

4.
a. (1)

(2)

 

Abbreviations: SPRC = Site Plan Review Committee; ZA = Zoning Administrator; PC = Planning Commission;
CC = City Council

(a)  Planning Commission establishes types of projects subject to Planning Commission review. Such
projects can be appealed to the City Council.

(b)  Also appealable to California Coastal Commission if the project site is located within the
appealable area.

(c)  The Zoning Administrator may refer such application to the Planning Commission for
consideration. In this case, the City Council shall serve as the appeal body.

(d)  See Section 21.21.302 (Noticing of hearings) for noticing requirements.

(Ord. C-7378 § 2, 1995)

DIVISION III. - NOTICING OF HEARINGS

21.21.302 - Noticing requirements for hearings.

General. Notice shall be given for all hearings requiring notice as set forth in Table 21-1 not less than
fourteen (14) days, nor more than forty-five (45) days prior to the hearing. In addition to the notice
required by this Section, the City may give notice of the hearing in any other manner it deems
necessary or desirable, but, in any event, notice shall be given by the means set forth in this Section.
For Noticing of Zone Changes and Other Specified Procedures. For noticing of a zone change,
conditional use permit, standards variance, administrative use permit, planned development district,
local coastal permit, special setback lines, density bonus, or any other planning or zoning matter not
otherwise specifically provided for herein:

Owners and Occupants. Notice of hearing shall be mailed or delivered to the owner of the
subject real property or to the owner's duly authorized agent. One (1) notice of hearing shall also
be mailed or delivered to each tenant household or to each commercial tenant as applicable, of
the subject real property;
Project Applicant. Notice shall be mailed or delivered to the project applicant;
Local Agencies. Notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered to each local agency expected
to provide water, sewage, streets, roads, schools or other essential facilities or services to the
project, whose ability to provide those facilities and services may be significantly affected;
Surrounding Property Owners.

For residential or commercial projects, notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered
to all owners of real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within
seven hundred and fifty feet (750') of the real property that is the subject of the hearing.
Notice of hearing shall also be mailed or delivered to all tenant households or
commercial tenants, as applicable, of real property that is located within seven hundred
and fifty feet (750') of the residential or commercial real property that is subject to the
hearing.
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

b.

5.
a.

b.

6.

C.

For all institutional or City projects, notice of the hearing shall be mailed or delivered to
all owners of real property as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll within one
thousand feet (1,000') of the real property that is the subject of the hearing. Notice of
hearing shall also be mailed or delivered to all tenant households or commercial tenants,
as applicable, of real property that is located within one thousand feet (1,000') of the
institutional or City project real property that is subject to the hearing.
For notices on City-owned property in the Port of Long Beach and the Long Beach
Airport, notices shall also be mailed and delivered to the leasehold interests on those
properties. Notices sent to leaseholders shall count in determination of the twenty (20)
notice minimum.
In lieu of utilizing the assessment roll, the City may utilize records of the county assessor
or tax collector which contain more recent information than the assessment roll. In no
event shall less than a minimum of twenty (20) nearest property owners, or owners and
leaseholders as specified above, be notified.
Notice of the hearing shall also be mailed or delivered to resident managers of any
multifamily residential rental units where the property owner is not an on-site occupant
when the fact of nonoccupancy is known to the person charged with the responsibility of
mailing or delivering notice.
Measurement of the distance for notification pursuant to this Subsection shall begin at
the property boundary of the real property that is the subject of the hearing.

In a City-initiated zoning remapping program, if the number of owners to whom notice would
be mailed or delivered pursuant to this Subsection is greater than one thousand (1,000), the
City, in lieu of mailed or delivered notice, may provide notice by placing a display
advertisement of at least one-eighth (1/8) page in at least one (1) newspaper of general
circulation within the local agency in which the proceeding is conducted at least ten (10) and
not more than forty-five (45) days prior to the hearing; and

Posting.
Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing in at
least three (3) public places within the boundaries of the City, including one (1) public place in
the area, if any, most directly affected by the proceedings. In addition, the applicant or owner
of the real property which is the subject of the hearing shall post a sign of at least thirty
inches (30") by forty inches (40") on each street face of the real property that is the subject of
the hearing, the content of which sign shall be subject to the prior approval of development
services staff.
Building height variance applicants shall erect story poles which accurately represent the full
extent of the proposed structure to the satisfaction of the Director of Development Services,
including decks and eaves, at least fourteen (14) calendar days prior to the first public
hearing and remain in place through the end of the appeal period.

Noticing of Actions in the Coastal Zone. Additionally, when notice is required to be given for
any matter in the coastal zone, in addition to any and all other notices required by this
Subsection, notice shall be mailed to the California Coastal Commission and to all persons
requesting notice for the individual matter or for all coastal zone hearings, and to all residents
within one hundred feet (100') of the site.

For noticing of a zoning ordinance amendment:



1.

2.

3.

4.

D.
1.

2.

3.

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.

Publishing Advertisement. Notice of the hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6061 of
the California Government Code in at least one (1) newspaper of general circulation within the
City;
Posting. Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing in at
least three (3) public places within the boundaries of the City, including one (1) public place in the
area, if any, most directly affected by the proceeding;
Mailing. Notice of the hearing shall be mailed, together with all proposed changes, additions,
modifications or deletions to all City libraries and to anyone requesting such notice; and
Amendments in the Coastal Zone. For any matter in the coastal zone, in addition to any and all
other notices required by this Subsection, notice shall be mailed to the California Coastal
Commission and to all persons requesting notice for the individual matter or for all coastal zone
hearings, and to all residents within one hundred feet (100') of the site.

For Noticing of Appeals:
Responsibility for Noticing. A notice of the public hearing on the appeal shall be mailed by the
Department of Development Services for appeals to the City Planning Commission, and by the
City Clerk for appeals to the City Council.

The notice shall contain the same information as the original notice except that it shall also give the
appellant's name and state that the hearing is an appeal.

Persons to be Noticed. Notice of the hearing shall be mailed to the applicant and to all persons
entitled to mailed notice and to any known aggrieved person, as specified in Subsection
21.21.302.B, not less than ten (10) days prior to the hearing. A person shall not be considered
aggrieved for purposes of receiving this notice if the only indication of interest is the signing of a
petition unless that person indicates on the petition that he wishes to receive notice.
Appeals in the Coastal Zone. For any matter in the coastal zone, in addition to any and all other
notices required by this Subsection, notice shall be mailed to the California Coastal Commission
and to all persons requesting notice for the individual matter or for all coastal zone hearings, and
to all residents within one hundred feet (100') of the site.

(ORD-09-0016, § 1, 2009; ORD-08-0020 § 1, 2008; Ord. C-7247 § 2, 1994; Ord. C-7032 § 7, 1992; Ord. C-6589 § 1, 1989)

21.21.304 - Content of notices.

All notices shall contain, as a minimum, the following information:

The applicant's name;
The filing date;
The case number for the project;
The location of the project, including an indication of whether it is in the coastal zone;
An indication of whether the project is appealable to the Coastal Commission;
A description of the project;
The reason for the public hearing;
The date, time and place of the public hearing;
The general procedures for the hearing and the receipt of public comments;
The means for appeal, including an appeal to the Coastal Commission when applicable; and
A statement stating substantially the following:



A.

1.

2.

3.

B.

C.

A.

B.

A.

B.

"If you challenge the action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone
else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or issues raised via written correspondence
delivered to the (public entity conducting the hearing) at or prior to the public hearing".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.306 - Evidence of notice.

Documentation. When notice for any hearing is given pursuant to this Division, the following
documentation shall be deemed sufficient to serve as proof that such notice was given pursuant to
the requirements of law:

Publication. When notice is given by publication, an affidavit of publication by the newspaper in
which publication is made showing, among other things, the date or dates of publication;
Mailing or Delivery. When notice is given by mailing or delivery, an affidavit or proof of
mailing/delivery showing, among other things, the date or dates of mailing/delivery, the person
making such mailing/delivery and the persons and entities to which mailing/delivery is made;
Posting. When notice is given by posting, an affidavit or proof of posting showing, among other
things, the date or dates of posting, the person making or causing such posting to be made and
the location at which posting was made.

Official Files Required. All documentation provided for in this Section shall be maintained in the
official files of the hearing for which notice was given.
Failure to Provide Documentation or Receive Notice. Failure of documentation to be prepared or
maintained pursuant to this Section shall not constitute grounds for any court to invalidate the
actions of the City for which the notice was given nor shall the failure of any person or entity to
receive notice given pursuant to this Division constitute grounds for any court to invalidate the actions
of the City for which the notice was given.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION IV. - CONDUCT OF HEARINGS AND EFFECT OF ACTION

21.21.401 - Purpose and right to comment.

Purpose. The purpose of this Division IV is to set forth procedures for the conducting of public
hearings as a means of providing decision-makers with a method for receiving and considering
comments on various discretionary matters considered by them under the provisions of this Title 21
prior to acting on such matters.
Right to Comment. Prior to the public hearing, any person affected by the pending application may
file with the Department of Planning and Building a written statement either supporting or objecting
to the application. Any such person may also appear at a public hearing to present oral testimony.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.402 - Action by hearing body.

Following the completion of testimony at a public hearing, action shall be taken to approve,
conditionally approve, partially approve, deny, continue or take under advisement the subject of the
public hearing.
Unless a matter is continued to be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting, or taken under
advisement to be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting, the matter shall be re-noticed in
accordance with Division III "Notice of Hearings".
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Conditions. Reasonable and necessary conditions on development may be attached to all decisions to
ensure their consistency with the Zoning Regulations.

(ORD-08-0020 § 2, 2008: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.403 - Permit denial—Reapplication.

Whenever an application has been denied and the denial becomes final, no new application for the same
or similar request may be accepted within one (1) year of the denial date, unless the Zoning Administrator
finds that a sufficient change in circumstances has occurred to warrant a new application.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.404 - Continuing jurisdiction.

The Director of Planning and Building shall have continuing jurisdiction over all permits issued and
approvals given under the provisions of this Title and shall be responsible for monitoring compliance with
the provisions and conditions of issuance or approval.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.405 - ModiĲcation of permits.

An approved permit, variance or other entitlement may be modified as long as the modification is found
to further the purposes of the Zoning Regulations. The hearing body which granted the original approval
must consider and act on the modification within sixty (60) days of receiving the modification request. It
the Zoning Administrator finds that the modification will not significantly alter the original approved
action, notice of hearing on the requested modification shall be given to any person or entity whom the
Zoning Administrator determines was aggrieved at the original hearing. If the Zoning Administrator finds
that the modification may significantly alter the original approved action, notice of hearing on the
requested modification shall be given as required for an initial hearing as shown on Table 21-1. For the
purposes of this Section, a significant alteration shall include, but is not limited to, a request to relocate
the project to a new location other than that approved by the permit, or a request to change the size of
the project as approved by the permit by more than ten percent (10%).

(Ord. C-7663 § 3, 1999: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.406 - Expiration.

Except as otherwise provided in the conditions of approval, every right or privilege authorized under
this Title shall terminate one year after the granting of the request if the right or privilege has not
been exercised in good faith within that year. The termination will take effect without further City
action if a timely request for extension of time has not been made or is denied. Any interruption or
cessation necessitated by fire, flood, earthquake or act of war or vandalism or cessation shall not
result in the termination of the right or privilege.
Upon written request received prior to the expiration of the permit, a one (1) year extension of the
right or privilege may be granted by the Zoning Administrator. The request may be granted upon a
finding that no substantial change of circumstances has occurred and that the extension would not be
detrimental to the purpose of the Zoning Regulations. Notice of the requested extension shall be
given to any person determined by the Zoning Administrator to have been aggrieved at the original
hearing. Any person aggrieved by the Zoning Administrator's decision on an extension request may
appeal that decision to the Planning Commission.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION V. - APPEALS
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21.21.501 - Authorization and jurisdiction.

Authorization. Any aggrieved person may appeal a decision on any project that required a public
hearing.
Jurisdiction. The Planning Commission shall have jurisdiction on appeals of interpretations made
pursuant to Section 21.10.045 and decisions issued by the Zoning Administrator and Site Plan Review
Committee, and the City Council shall have jurisdiction on appeals from the Planning Commission as
indicated in Table 21-1. Decisions lawfully appealable to the California Coastal Commission shall be
appealed to that body.

(Ord. C-7326 § 5, 1995: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.502 - Time to Ĳle appeal.

An appeal must be filed within ten (10) days after the decision for which a public hearing was required is
made.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.503 - Form of Ĳling.

All appeals shall be filed with the Department of Planning and Building on a form provided by that
Department.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.504 - Time for conducting hearing of appeals.

A public hearing on an appeal shall be held:

In the case of appeals to the City Planning Commission, within sixty (60) days of the date of filing
of the appeal with the Department of Planning and Building; or
In the case of appeals to the City Council, within sixty (60) days of the receipt by the City Clerk
from the Department of Planning and Building of the appeal filed with the Department.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.505 - Findings on appeal.

All decisions on appeal shall address and be based upon the same conclusionary findings, if any, required
to be made in the original decision from which the appeal is taken.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.506 - Finality of appeals.

Decision Rendered. After a decision on an appeal has been made and required findings of fact have
been adopted, that decision shall be considered final and no other appeals may be made except:

Projects located seaward of the appealable area boundary, as defined in Section 21.25.908
(Coastal Permit—Appealable Area) of this Title, may be appealed to the California Coastal
Commission; and
Local coastal development permits regulated under the City's Oil Code may be appealed to the
City Council.

No Appeal Filed. After the time for filing an appeal has expired and no appeal has been filed, all
decisions shall be considered final, provided that required findings of fact have been adopted.
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Local Coastal Development. Decisions on local coastal development permits seaward of the
appealable area shall not be final until the procedures specified in Chapter 21.25 (Coastal Permit) are
completed.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.507 - Appeals from Harbor Department environmental determinations.

Appellants. Any person who appeared before the Board of Harbor Commissioners (the "Board") and
objected to the Board's: (1) certification of an environmental impact report, (2) approval of a negative
declaration or mitigated negative declaration, or (3) determination that a project is not subject to the
California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA") (collectively "environmental determinations"), may
appeal that environmental determination to the City Council.
Time to File an Appeal. An appeal of an environmental determination by the Board ("appeal") must
be filed within ten (10) business days after the environmental determination.
Filing Fee. No filing fee will be charged for an appeal.
Place to File. An appeal must be filed with the City Clerk.
Contents of Appeal. There is no required form for an appeal, but all appeals shall be in writing and
shall contain the following information:

The name, address and telephone number of the person filing the appeal (the "appellant").
All grounds for the appeal, specifying in detail why the appellant contends that the environmental
determination does not comply with CEQA.
Evidence that each ground for the appeal was submitted to the Board by the appellant or another
person before the environmental determination.
All documentation the appellant relies on in support of the appeal.

Effect of an Appeal. The filing of an appeal will stay the effect of: (1) the environmental
determination; (2) any project approval made pursuant to the environmental determination; and (3)
any notice of determination; until the City Council renders a decision on the appeal.
Hearing on the Appeal. The City Clerk shall set a hearing on the appeal on the agenda of the City
Council not more than sixty (60) days from the date the appeal is filed with the City Clerk.
Notice of Hearing. The City Clerk shall provide notice of the hearing to the appellant and to the
board not less than ten (10) business days before the hearing.
Conduct of the Hearing. The appellant shall have an opportunity to present its grounds for
contending that the environmental determination does not comply with CEQA and the harbor
department shall have an equal opportunity for rebuttal. Any other interested persons shall be
limited to three (3) minutes each to state their views on the appeal.
City Council Decision. Following the hearing, the City Council may either: (1) deny the appeal and
affirm the environmental determination; or (2) grant the appeal, set aside the environmental
determination and remand to the Board.

(ORD-06-0020 § 1, 2006)

DIVISION VI. - REVOCATIONS

21.21.601 - Revocations.
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Except as otherwise provided, upon determination that there has been a violation of the terms or
conditions or lawful requirements or provisions of any permit or approval provided by this Title, the
Zoning Administrator shall schedule a public hearing before the City Council, Planning Commission or
Zoning Administrator, whichever granted the permit or approval, to determine if the permit or approval
should be revoked.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.605 - Procedures for revocation.

At the hearing the Zoning Administrator shall present evidence of the violation.
If the hearing body or Hearing Officer finds that the conditions have been violated and that the
property owner has not made a good faith effort to comply, the permit or approval shall be revoked.
The property owner shall have the same right of appeal as would have been applicable if the initial
application had been denied by the person or body granting the permit.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION VII. - FEES

21.21.701 - Fees.

Fees Required. Every person submitting an application for any procedure, entitlement, permit or
approval pursuant to this Title 21 shall pay a fee as set forth in the schedule of fees for Title 21
established by City Council resolution. Required fees shall be paid at the time of filing of any
application.
Purpose of Fees. Such fees are imposed for the purpose of reimbursing the City for costs incurred in
investigating and acting upon an application and for administering the provisions of this Title relating
to the application.
Refund of Fees. Fees shall not be refunded if the City has incurred costs in connection with the
application, but partial and prorated refunds may be granted by the City if projects are withdrawn
prior to the public hearing.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION VIII. - LIMITATION OF ACTIONS

21.21.801 - Exhaustion of administrative remedies.

No person shall commence or maintain any legal action under this Title 21 until that person has
exhausted all administrative remedies.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.21.805 - Statute of limitations.

Any legal action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside, void or annul any decision or matter or
proceedings provided in this Title shall be commenced within thirty (30) days after the decision
becomes final; except that legal action on developments in the coastal zone taken under the
provisions of Division 20, Chapter 9, Section 30000 et seq., of the Public Resources Code shall be
commenced within sixty (60) days after the decision becomes final.
Thereafter, all persons are barred from bringing the action or proceedings or from raising any issue of
invalidity or unreasonableness of the decision.
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CHAPTER 21.25 - SPECIFIC PROCEDURES
DIVISION I. - ZONE CHANGES AND ZONING REGULATION AMENDMENTS

21.25.101 - Zone changes and zoning regulation amendments.

Initiation. Zone changes and Ordinance amendments may be initiated as provided for in Section
21.21.201
Jurisdiction. The City Council shall have the sole authority to rezone a property or to change the text
of the Zoning Regulations. However, the City Council shall not act to rezone property or to change the
text of the Zoning Regulations without first receiving a recommendation from the Planning
Commission in accordance with this Title.
Frequency of Amendment. The Zoning Regulations may be amended three (3) times per year and
may be amended more frequently with the consent of the City Council as expressed by a vote of two-
thirds (2/3) of the members voting thereon. More than one (1) revision, or the revision of more than
one (1) chapter, division, subdivision or Section of this Title, may be considered as a part of each such
amendment.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.103 - Proceedings.

The process for rezoning property or amending the Zoning Regulations shall be as follows:

Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall hear all proposals to rezone property or
to change the text of the Zoning Regulations and shall recommend positive action on such
matters to the City Council. Any action to deny a rezoning request or to change the text of the
Zoning Regulations does not need to be transmitted to the Council. However, a recommendation
to deny a rezoning may be appealed to the City Council.

Transmittal to City Council. Within sixty (60) days following positive Planning Commission
action, the Commission's recommendation shall be transmitted by the Department of
Planning and Building to the City Clerk for presentation to the City Council.
Information Required. The transmittal to the City Council shall give the reasons for the
Commission's recommendation and shall indicate whether or not the decision was
unanimous. In the event the decision was not unanimous, the view of the minority opinion
shall also be disclosed.

City Council. Upon receipt of the recommendation of Planning Commission or notice of an
appeal, the City Clerk shall set a time for consideration of the matter by the City Council.

Noticing. In addition to giving notice of the hearing as required by Section 21.21.302, the City
Clerk shall also notify the Planning Commission through the Director of Planning and
Building. The Planning Commission may delegate authority to the Director of Planning and
Building to present orally the Planning Commission recommendation.
Council Action.

Change Text of Zoning Regulations or Rezoning Property. City Council action to
adopt, revise, or reject any recommendation of the Planning Commission relating to a
change in the text of the Zoning Regulations or to rezoning property shall require an
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affirmative vote of five (5) members of the City Council.

Effect in Coastal Zone. When an approved change in the text of the Zoning Regulations
or a rezoning affects properties in the Coastal Zone, the change or rezoning shall be
transmitted to the Coastal Commission for a determination of consistency with the
certified local coastal program or an amendment thereto. The change in the text or
rezoning shall not be effective in the Coastal Zone until after Coastal Commission
approval.

(Ord. C-6595 § 6A, 1989; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.106 - Findings required.

In all cases, the Planning Commission and the City Council shall be required to make the following findings
of fact before rezoning a parcel:

The proposed change will not adversely affect the character, livability or appropriate
development of the surrounding area; and
The proposed change is consistent with the goals, objectives and provisions of the General Plan;
and
If the proposed change is a rezoning of an existing mobile home park, that the requirements of
Section 21.25.109 have been or will be fully met.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.108 - Timely action.

The Department of Planning and Building shall take all necessary steps to enable the Planning
Commission to hear a proposal within one hundred twenty (120) days of receipt of the request from the
City Council, the Planning Commission or a private property owner. Any proposal initiated by the Director
of Planning and Building shall be scheduled for Planning Commission hearing at the discretion of the
Director of Planning and Building.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.109 - Special requirements—Rezoning of mobile home parks.

When any rezoning of an existing mobile home park is applied for, in addition to all other requirements of
law, the applicant shall provide for the full cost of moving all mobile homes to a new location of the
mobile home owner's choice or shall purchase the mobile home from the mobile home owner at fair
market value (fair market value shall be determined by a licensed appraiser or realtor, acceptable to both
the land owner and mobile home owner). The provision of moving expenses or purchase shall be the
choice of the mobile home owner.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS

21.25.201 - Purpose.

Purpose. The City recognizes that certain types of land use, due to the nature of the use, require
individual review. Such review shall determine whether the type of use proposed, or the location of
that use, is compatible with surrounding uses, or, through the imposition of development conditions,
can be made compatible with surrounding uses. This Division establishes procedures for this review.
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.203 - Application.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 21.21.201 (Application), the right to apply for a conditional use
permit shall be limited to affected property owners or their agents. Applications for conditional use
permits may be submitted only for those uses specified as conditional uses in the applicable zone district.
If the proposed project does not comply with an applicable development standards, a separate standards
variance application shall also be required.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.205 - Jurisdiction.

Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall consider all applications for conditional use
permits, except as set forth in Subsection 21.25.205.B., below. The decision of the Planning
Commission shall be final unless the decision is appealed to the City Council.
Exceptions. Applications for the minor expansion of an existing conditional use shall be considered
by the Zoning Administrator in accordance with the procedures for an administrative use permit as
set forth in Division IV of this Chapter. Such minor expansion is limited to twenty-five percent (25%) of
the existing use and five thousand (5,000) square feet of building area. Any expansion exceeding this
limit shall be considered a new conditional use and shall be subject to the fees and procedures
established for a new conditional use. This exception does not apply to the sale of alcoholic beverages
(on-premises or off-premises).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.206 - Required �ndings.

The following findings must be analyzed, made and adopted before any action is taken to approve or deny
the subject permit and must be incorporated into the record of the proceedings relating to such approval
or denial:

The approval is consistent with and carries out the General Plan, any applicable specific plans
such as the local coastal program and all zoning regulations of the applicable district;
The proposed use will not be detrimental to the surrounding community including public health,
safety or general welfare, environmental quality or quality of life;
The approval is in compliance with the special conditions for specific conditional uses, as listed in
Chapter 21.52; and
The related development approval, if applicable, is consistent with the green building standards
for public and private development, as listed in Section 21.45.400

(ORD-09-0013, § 1, 2009; Ord. C-7032 § 8, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.207 - Timely action.

The Zoning Administrator shall set the matter for public hearing within sixty (60) days of receiving a
completed application.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.209 - Waiver of required conditions.

Conditions required by Division II of Chapter 21.52 may be waived but only if the waiver of those
conditions will not conflict with other required findings, provided that conditions necessary for the
protection of public health, safety and welfare may not be waived under any circumstances.
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.211 - Posting of conditions.

All conditions pertaining to the operation of the use shall be permanently posted, on a form provided by
the Director of Planning and Building, at a location clearly visible to the public utilizing the facility. This
provision shall apply to all facilities for which a conditional use permit has been issued since May 4, 1979.
All uses previously approved shall come into compliance with this requirement within sixty (60) days of
being notified of the need to comply.

(Ord. C-6595 § 24, 1989)

21.25.212 - Annual reinspection.

All projects for which a conditional use permit is approved shall be required to undergo an annual
reinspection to verify compliance with the conditions of approval. The property owner shall be required to
pay an annual fee to the City as established by the City Council to cover the costs of the reinspection
program.

(Ord. C-6933 § 42, 1991)

DIVISION III. - STANDARDS VARIANCE

21.25.301 - Purpose.

The City recognizes that certain properties, due to their unique size, shape, location or other physical
condition, cannot be developed in strict accord with the regulations of this Title. Therefore, this Division
establishes guidelines and procedures for the granting of relief from certain provisions in specific
situations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.303 - Applicability.

A variance shall grant relief from specific development standards of the Zoning Regulations and shall
be known as a standards variance.
The standards variance procedure shall not apply to situations where the use is not permitted in a
zone or the proposed residential density exceeds the maximum residential density permitted in a
zone for any given lot size.

(Ord. C-6895 § 5, 1991; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.305 - Jurisdiction.

The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to consider and act on requests for variances. The
Zoning Administrator may approve, conditionally approve or deny a request. The Zoning
Administrator's actions may be appealed to the Planning Commission.
Rather than act on a variance application, the Zoning Administrator may instead refer the application
to the Planning Commission for consideration. In such cases, the hearing before the Planning
Commission shall be held within ninety (90) days after the filing of the application.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.306 - Required �ndings.
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The following findings must be analyzed, made and adopted before any action is taken to approve or deny
the subject standards variance and must be incorporated into the record of proceedings relating to such
approval or denial:

The site or the improvements on the site are physically unique when compared to other sites in
the same zone;
The unique situation causes the applicant to experience hardship that deprives the applicant of a
substantial right to use of the property as other properties in the same zone are used and will not
constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with limitations imposed on similarly zoned
properties or inconsistent with the purpose of the zoning regulations;
The variance will not cause substantial adverse effects upon the community; and
In the Coastal Zone, the variance will carry out the local coastal program and will not interfere
with physical, visual and psychological aspects of access to or along the coast.

(Ord. C-7032 § 9, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.309 - Timely action.

Except as provided in Subsection 21.25.305.B, the responsible hearing body shall hold a public hearing on
any variance request within sixty (60) days of receiving a completed application.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION IV. - ADMINISTRATIVE USE PERMITS

21.25.401 - Purpose.

In order to streamline the project review process, the administrative use permit procedure is established
to allow a simplified review process for projects which have insignificant effects on surrounding
properties.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.403 - Application.

The administrative use permit process applies only to the following applications:

Minor Expansion of Existing Conditional Use. This applies to uses for which conditional use
permits have been previously granted and to legal, nonconforming uses which now require a
conditional use permit for the zone districts in which they are located. Such uses may be
expanded through approval of an administrative use permit by twenty-five percent (25%) of the
existing use, although the expansion may not exceed five thousand (5,000) square feet of
additional floor area. Any expansion exceeding these limits shall be considered a new conditional
use and shall be subject to the review process established in Division II of this Chapter 21.25
(Conditional Use Permits). This application shall not apply to the sale of alcoholic beverages (on-
premises or off-premises).
Change From Legal Nonconforming Use to Another Nonconforming Use. An existing, legal
nonconforming use may be changed to another nonconforming use in accordance with the
requirements of Section 21.27.070 (Nonconformities—Change in use) through approval of an
administrative use permit.
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Modification of Permit. Approved special use permits granted during or prior to 1979 may be
modified through this process.
Legalization of Illegal Units. For units created prior to 1964.
Fences in High Crime Districts. Fence height may exceed three feet zero inches (3'0") in the
front yard of residential lots located in high crime areas, through approval of an administrative
use permit. (See Section 21.52.231.5 for criteria.)
Uses designated in Tables 31-1 (Residential Use Table), 32-1 (Commercial Use Table), 33-2
(Industrial Use Table), 34-1 (Institutional Use Table) and 35-1 (Park Use Table) as administrative
use permit uses.
New construction of a building with five thousand (5,000) square feet or more of floor area in the
CNP zone (see Section 21.52.247).

(Ord. C-7729 § 12, 2001; Ord. C-7663 § 4, 1999; Ord. C-7247 § 3, 1994; Ord. C-7032 § 10, 1992; Ord. C-6895 § 6, 1991; Ord. C-6595
§ 7, 1989; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.405 - Jurisdiction.

Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to consider and act on
requests for an administrative use permit. The Zoning Administrator may approve, conditionally
approve or deny a request. The Zoning Administrator's actions may be appealed to the Planning
Commission.
Planning Commission. Rather than act on an administrative use permit, the Zoning Administrator
may instead refer the application to the Planning Commission for consideration. In such cases, the
hearing before the Commission shall be held within ninety (90) days of the filing of the application.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.407 - Required �ndings.

The following findings must be analyzed, made and adopted before any action is taken to approve or deny
the subject permit and must be incorporated into the record of the proceedings relating to such approval
or denial:

The approval is consistent with and carries out the General Plan, any applicable specific plans
such as the local coastal program and all Zoning Regulations of the applicable district;
The approval will not be detrimental to the surrounding community including public health,
safety, general welfare, environmental quality or quality of life;
The approval is in compliance with the special conditions for the use enumerated in Chapter
21.52; and
The related development approval, if applicable, is consistent with the green building standards
for public and private development, as listed in Section 21.45.400

(ORD-09-0013, § 2, 2009; Ord. C-7032 § 11, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.409 - Timely action.

The Zoning Administrator, or Planning Commission or City Council on appeal, shall set the matter for
decision within sixty (60) days of receiving a completed application.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.412 - Annual reinspection.
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All projects for which an administrative use permit is approved shall be required to undergo an annual
reinspection to verify compliance with the conditions of approval. The property owner shall be required to
pay an annual fee to the City as established by the City Council to cover the costs of the reinspection
program.

(Ord. C-6933 § 43, 1991)

DIVISION V. - SITE PLAN REVIEW

21.25.501 - Purpose.

The site plan review process is established to meet certain community goals which are, among others, to
ensure that the highest quality of land planning and design are incorporated into development projects,
to ensure that new projects are compatible with existing neighborhoods in terms of scale, style and
construction materials, and to ensure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement and protection of the
environment.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.502 - Applicability.

Standard. The following projects shall require site plan review:
Residential. The following residential projects require site plan review:

Five (5) or more units as one (1) project. This includes both new construction, as well as
additions or adaptive reuse projects. This includes side by side projects by the same
applicant where the total of new plus existing units equals five (5) or more;
Construction of a new dwelling unit or an addition greater than four hundred fifty (450)
square feet in size to an existing dwelling, located on a lot less than twenty-seven feet (27') in
width in the R-1-N, R-1-M, R-2-N, and R-2-A districts;
Any project proposing to utilize the incentive program established for very low and low
income households; and
Any residential project proposing to utilize a wing wall.

Commercial. The following commercial projects require site plan review:
New buildings of one thousand (1,000) square feet or more;
Additions of one thousand (1,000) square feet or more to an existing commercial building.
However, an addition of up to five thousand (5,000) square feet may be permitted without
site plan review if the addition is less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the floor area of the
existing building and is not visible from a public way;
Exterior remodeling of a building where the affected area consists of fifty feet (50') or more of
building frontage in the CNA, CNP and CNR districts;
Commercial storage uses; and
Attached/roof-mounted cellular and personal communication services.

Industrial or public assembly use. Industrial projects with five thousand (5,000) square feet or
more of floor area of new construction, except those located in the IP (Port) zoning district.
Projects located in the IP zone shall be exempt from site plan review, except those projects which
are located on a major arterial as defined by the transportation element of the General Plan.
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Adaptive Reuse. Projects involving the reuse of existing spaces, structures or buildings as
allowed under California Health and Safety Code Section 17958.11 for joint living and work
quarters (live-work) or as allowed in LBMC Chapter 18.63, and subject to the Special Development
Standards in LBMC Section 21.45.500
Project on City land. All new construction projects with building floor area of five hundred (500)
square feet or greater except roadway and utility maintenance or improvements.
Sign standards waiver requests. The City recognizes the visual and aesthetic importance that
signage has on a development. Not only does signage identify the tenants of a particular space
but it helps define and shape the unique architectural character and identity of a project. To this
end, this sign standards waiver section has been introduced. The intent of this provision is to
allow a greater amount of creativity and flexibility in the creation, design, and application of
signage on developments beyond the established sign standards. The following sign projects shall
require site plan review:

Individual sign review requests for waiver of established sign standards;
Sign programs as defined in Subsection 21.44.035.B; and
Changeable copy signs.

Project on City land in the coastal zone. All projects involving five hundred (500) square feet or
more of land or water area, except roadway and utility maintenance or improvement.
Determination of nonconforming parking rights in area D of the coastal zone. Requests for
determination of nonconforming parking rights per Subsection 21.41.226.A.

Conceptual. The following projects shall also be required to apply for conceptual site plan review
prior to filing for site plan review:

Residential. Residential projects of fifty (50) or more units;
Commercial, industrial or public assembly. Projects of fifty thousand (50,000) square feet or
more of new construction;
Project on City land. Projects of one thousand (1,000) square feet or more of new construction.

(ORD-14-0004 , § 1, 2014; Ord. ORD-05-0039 § 2, 2005; Ord. C 7729 § 2, 2001; Ord. C 7726 § 1, 2001; Ord. C 7607 § 1, 1999; Ord. C
7550 § 3, 1998; Ord. C 7500 § 2, 1997; Ord. C 7399 § 1, 1996; Ord. C 7326 § 6, 1995; Ord. C 7247 § 4, 1994; Ord. C 7047 § 3, 1992;
Ord. C 6684 § 17, 1990; Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.503 - Jurisdiction.

Site Plan Review Committee. The Site Plan Review Committee shall consider all applications for site
plan review. The Committee has the authority to approve, conditionally approve or deny a site plan
application, provided that the authority to deny is not used to prohibit a permitted use on the
property.
Planning commission. The Site Plan Review Committee shall refer specific types of projects to the
Planning Commission in accordance with guidelines established by the Planning Commission. Any site
plan review referred to the Planning Commission shall be reviewed using the procedures established
for public hearing. However, the authority of the Commission shall be limited to the same authority as
the Site Plan Review Committee.
Director of Planning and Building. The Director of Planning and Building shall have authority to
conduct a conceptual site plan review on major projects. The conceptual site plan review shall result
in a written report to the applicant indicating:

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


2.
3.
4.
5.

D.
1.

2.

3.

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.

Whether site plan review will be done by the Site Plan Review Committee or the Planning
Commission;
What other applications and/or reviews are necessary for the project as submitted;
A sequencing and time line for scheduling project reviews;
Identification of issues to be addressed; and
Identification of any pending or in process ordinance changes which may affect the project.

Redevelopment Agency Board.
Design Review in Redevelopment Project Areas. The Board of the Redevelopment Agency shall
conduct architectural design review as part of the site plan review process for projects located in
redevelopment project areas in accordance with the guidelines established by the
Redevelopment Agency Board and the Planning Commission.
Limited Jurisdiction of Site Plan Review Committee and Planning Commission. Following
approval of design development materials for a proposed project by the Redevelopment Agency
Board, including a preliminary site plan, preliminary floor plans, and preliminary elevations, the
Site Plan Review Committee or the Planning Commission shall conduct site plan review. The
jurisdiction of this review shall be limited to a determination of compliance with the applicable
development standards for the project (including, but not limited to, unit density, setbacks,
building height, usable open space, screening of equipment, floor area ratio, landscaping, lot
coverage, signage, and off-street parking); coordination of requirements from other City
departments; and other requirements as applicable.
Findings. The approval by the Redevelopment Agency Board of design development materials for
a proposed project shall be considered when the Site Plan Review Committee or Planning
Commission makes findings as required in Section 21.25.506

(Ord. C-7881 § 7, 2003; Ord. C-6684 § 18, 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.504 - Notice.

As shown on Table 21-1, no notification is required for procedures conducted pursuant to this Division.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.505 - Conditions of approval.

The Site Plan Review Committee, or the Planning Commission, may require reasonable conditions of
approval on a site plan which may include, but need not be limited to, requirements for:

A revised site plan;
Reduced building height, bulk or mass;
Increased setbacks;
Changes in building material;
Changes in rooflines;
Increased usable open space;
Increased screening of garages, trash receptacles, motors or mechanical equipment;
Increased landscaping;
Increased framing, molding or other detailing;
Change in color; or
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5.
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Any other changes or additions the committee or commission feels are necessary to further the
goals of the site plan review process.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.506 - Findings required.

The Site Plan Review Committee or the Planning Commission shall not approve a site plan review unless
the following findings are made:

Development Projects.
The design is harmonious, consistent and complete within itself and is compatible in design,
character and scale, with neighboring structures and the community in which it is located;
The design conforms to any applicable special design guidelines adopted by the Planning
Commission or specific plan requirements, such as the design guidelines for R-3 and R-4
multifamily development, the downtown design guidelines, PD guidelines or the General
Plan;
The design will not remove significant mature trees or street trees, unless no alternative
design is possible;
There is an essential nexus between the public improvement requirements established by
this ordinance and the likely impacts of the proposed development;
The project conforms with all requirements set forth in Chapter 21.64 (Transportation
Demand Management), which requirements are summarized in Table 25-1; and
The approval is consistent with the green building standards for public and private
development, as listed in Section 21.45.400

Table 25-1

Transportation Demand Management Ordinance Requirements

TDM Requirements New Nonresidential Development

25,000+
Square Feet

50,000+
Square Feet

100,000+
Square Feet

Transportation information area ♦ ♦ ♦

Preferential carpool/vanpool
parking

♦ ♦

Parking designed to admit
vanpools

♦ ♦

Bicycle parking ♦ ♦

Carpool/vanpool loading zones ♦

Efficient pedestrian access ♦
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c.
d.
e.

Bus stop improvements ♦

Safe bike access from street to
bike parking

♦

Transit review For all residential and nonresidential
projects subject to EIR

 

Sign Standards Waiver Requests. Sign standards waiver requests can only be approved when
positive findings are made for all of the following:

The proposed sign(s) enhance(s) the theme and/or architectural character of the proposed
development and is consistent, compatible, and in scale within the development and/or
neighborhood;
The sign design or application is not detrimental to and does not detract from the development
or the surrounding community;
The proposed site or development is so unique that the application of standard signage would
detract from the project;
For signs located seaward of the first public road inland from sea, the sign design and scale does
not:

Obstruct views to or along the coast from publicly accessible places;
Adversely impact public access to and use of the water;
Adversely impact public recreational use of a public park or beach; or
Otherwise adversely affect recreation, access or the visual resources of the coast.

(ORD-09-0013, § 3, 2009; Ord. C-7881 § 1, 2003; Ord. C-7617 § 1, 1999; Ord. C-7500 § 3, 1997; Ord. C-7326 § 7, 1995; Ord. C-7247 §
5, 1994; Ord. C-6933 § 6, 1991; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.507 - Timely action.

Action shall be taken within the following number of days of acceptance of a complete application:

Conceptual site plan review: Thirty (30) days.
Site plan review: Sixty (60) days.

(Ord. C-6684 § 19, 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.508 - Waiver of development standards.

Waiver of Specific Standards. During the site plan review, the Site Plan Review Committee may
waive development standards for:

Development Projects.
Privacy;
Open space;
Pedestrian access;
Landscaping;
Wrought iron fence height;



f.

g.
h.

i.
j.
k.

2.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

a.
b.
c.
d.

3.

B.

Guest parking in projects located outside of a parking impacted area, provided that guest
parking is not reduced below one (1) space for each six (6) units, and guest parking for low
income units in projects with ten percent (10%) or more low income units;
Tandem parking as valet parking;
Required garage for residential projects of forty (40) units or more at densities of twenty-nine
(29) units per acre or less;
Subterranean parking in the front setback;
Courtyard dimensions; and
Setbacks in commercial zones for yards adjacent to residential use may be reduced to ten
feet (10') for single-story commercial buildings.

Signage Projects.
Size;
Height;
Location;
Placement;
Number of signs; and
Type of sign.

The Committee or Commission may waive such standards only if it finds such a waiver improves
project design. For signs located seaward of the first public road inland from the sea, the Committee
or Commission may waive sign standards only if it finds such a waiver improves the project design
and does not:

Obstruct views to or along the coast from publicly accessible places;
Adversely impact public access to and use of the water;
Adversely impact public recreational use of a public park or beach; or
Otherwise adversely affect recreation, access or the visual resources of the coast.

LEED Certification. The Director of Development Services may grant a project flexibility with
certain development standards provided a commitment to LEED gold or higher certification is
made, as set forth in Section 21.45.400

Limitations. A waiver may or may not be granted if the waiver would in any way degrade the
environment or result in any changes to classification of land use or to density. Development projects
not required to file for site plan review may not apply in order to obtain a waiver for development
standards.

(ORD-09-0013, § 4, 2009; Ord. C-7617 § 2, 1999; Ord. C-7500 § 4, 1997; Ord. C-7326 § 8, 1995; Ord. C-7047 § 4, 1992; Ord. C-6933 §
7, 1991; Ord. C-6895 § 7, 1991; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.509 - Environmental review.

For the purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act, site plan review may be considered a
categorically exempt project.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION VI. - CLASSIFICATION OF USES

21.25.601 - Purpose and jurisdiction.
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D.

Purpose. The classification of use procedure is established in recognition of the fact that zoning
regulations relating to land use do not address every conceivable compatible land use which may be
permitted within a given zone district. This procedure allows for the review of land use proposals not
specifically permitted or prohibited in a zone district but which may be appropriate uses given their
similar characteristics to other permitted uses.
Jurisdiction. The Zoning Administrator shall consider all classification of use applications and shall
determine if the proposed use should be a permitted use in the zone under consideration. The
Zoning Administrator's determination shall be filed with the Planning Commission for final action.
Residential zones shall not be subject to this procedure.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.602 - Application.

Any person wishing to determine whether or not a specific use may be permitted in a specific zone district
may file an application for classification of use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.603 - Noticing.

As shown on Table 21-1, no notification is required for procedures conducted pursuant to this Division VI.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.604 - Findings required.

A use shall be determined to be a permitted use in a zone if it is found that:

Permitting the use in the zone will carry out the intent of the zone;
Permitting the use in the zone will carry out the General Plan, including the local coastal plan,
when applicable;
The use is not a use specifically listed as a permitted, conditional or prohibited use in another
zone generally considered to be less restrictive than the zone under consideration; and
The use is similar in scale, intensity of use and environmental impacts to uses permitted in the
zone under consideration.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.605 - Timely action.

The Zoning Administrator shall hold a public hearing on any request for a classification of use within sixty
(60) days of receiving a completed application.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.606 - Summary of action.

The Zoning Administrator shall make a written summary of the action. The summary shall include the
required findings and shall be transmitted to the Director of Planning and Building, the Planning
Commission, the applicant and any person requesting such summary. When the zone under consideration
is located in the coastal zone, the summary shall also be transmitted to the Coastal Commission.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.607 - E�ective date of action.



A.

B.
C.

A.

B.

The action to classify a use shall become effective at the end of Planning Commission hearing unless, for
projects in the coastal zone, the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission informs the Zoning
Administrator that either:

The Coastal Commission did not receive notice of the action at least fourteen (14) days prior to
the effective date of the action;
The notice of action was incomplete or inadequate; or
The action is determined to constitute an amendment to the local coastal program.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.608 - E�ect of determination.

After the effective date, the determination to classify a particular use in a zone shall apply to all
subsequent requests to establish that same use in that zone.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.609 - Record of determination.

The Department of Planning and Building shall maintain a current list of all uses classified in accordance
with this Chapter, and the list shall be available to the public.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION VII. - PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT—PROCEDURES

21.25.701 - Purpose.

The Planned Development (PD) district is established to allow flexible development plans to be prepared
for certain areas of the City which may benefit from unique or special land use and design controls not
otherwise possible under conventional zoning regulations. This Division establishes the procedures for
securing the planned development zone designation, and for granting a planned development permit for
any project located in a PD district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.703 - Planned development ordinance required.

A PD zone may only be established by an ordinance specifying, among other things, the goals, objectives,
use and development standards for the district. Such standards shall apply to all development within the
district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.704 - Establishment or amendment of Planned Development district.

In addition to meeting all qualifying standards set forth in Chapter 21.37, and notwithstanding any other
provisions of this Title 21, the following procedures shall apply to the establishment or amendment of any
Planned Development district:

Submission of a Detailed Development Plan. The applicant shall submit a detailed
development plan which indicates the use and development concept.
Planning Commission Review. The Planning Commission shall review and hold a public hearing
on the proposed change to the Planned Development (PD) zone. The application shall be heard as
a rezoning matter pursuant to the requirements of Division I of this Chapter. The Planning

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


C.

A.

1.

2.
3.

B.

Commission shall recommend action on the proposal to the City Council.

City Council. The City Council has the sole authority to act on the specific plan and proposed
rezoning. If the council approves the specific plan and zone change, the PD zone shall be
indicated on the official zoning map by the base PD designation and a number indicating which
specific plan is applicable. Specific plan numbers shall be assigned chronologically as indicated in
Chapter 21.37 (Planned Development District) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.706 - Availability of PD ordinance.

Copies of the adopted PD ordinance shall be available in the Department of Planning and Building for
distribution to the public.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.708 - Site plan review.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Title 21, all development within a PD zone shall be reviewed
pursuant to procedures specified in Division V of this Chapter.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION VIII. - SPECIAL SETBACKS

21.25.801 - Purpose.

Special setback lines may be established by ordinance as provided and regulated by this Title. These
special setback lines supersede the setback requirements of the particular zoning district in which they
are located. The purposes of establishing special setback lines are, among other things, to adjust zoning
district requirements to conform to local conditions and existing neighborhood standards and to protect
and preserve land for future right-of-way purposes.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.802 - E�ect.

Whenever a special setback line is established in accord with these regulations, the setback area shall be
considered a required yard area. The special setback line and setback area shall take the place of the
otherwise applicable yard requirements for the zone district, except that when the regular setback of the
district is greater than a special setback, the regular setback shall supersede the special setback and be
controlling.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.803 - Initiation.

Procedure. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Title 21, the procedure to establish or change
a special setback line may be initiated in one (1) of the following three (3) ways:

City Council. The City Council may initiate the procedure by requesting a recommendation and a
report on the matter from the Planning Commission.
Planning Commission. The Planning Commission may initiate the procedure.
Petition. Property owners of at least fifty percent (50%) of the street frontage affected may
initiate the procedure by filing a petition with the Department of Planning and Building.
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Limitations. The minimum frontage that shall be considered in any action to establish or change a
special setback line shall be one (1) block face.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.804 - Applicable procedures.

The procedures established in this Title for rezoning shall apply to establishing or changing a setback line.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.805 - Action required.

Planning Commission. After completing its investigation and holding the required public hearing, the
Planning Commission shall file a recommendation and a report with the City Council. The Commission
may recommend:

Approval in whole or in part;
Denial in whole or in part; or
Establishment of an alternate special setback line.
However, the Commission may not make recommendations on any property not included in the
original action or petition.

City Council. Within sixty days of receiving the Planning Commission's recommendation, the City
Council shall act on the recommendation. The Council shall establish or change a special setback line
by ordinance.
Notation. Notation shall be made on the official zoning map in applicable areas that a special setback
line has been established or changed.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.806 - Permitted structures.

Structures permitted in, over or under established special setback areas shall be the same as those
allowed in the required yard area of the applicable zone district. However, subterranean parking garages
shall not be allowed under special setback areas.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.807 - Variance.

Once a special setback line is established by ordinance, a variance to permit a structure to project into the
special setback area may be granted in accordance with and subject to the findings of fact required for a
variance as set forth in Division III of this Chapter. However, no variance shall be granted if the
encroachment is within a setback established for the protection and preservation of rights-of-way.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.808 - Exception for fences.

A replacement fence within the special setback area shall not be considered a nonconformity and shall be
permitted provided such fence is located in a side or rear yard and provided the fence height does not
exceed six feet (6'), six inches (6").

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION IX. - LOCAL COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMITS
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21.25.901 - Purpose.

Coastal development procedures are established to ensure that all public and private development in the
Long Beach Coastal Zone is developed consistent with the City's certified local coastal program.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.902 - Applicability.

All properties in the coastal zone are subject to the procedures outlined in this Section. The coastal zone
boundaries are indicated on the official zoning map.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.903 - Permit required.

All development in the coastal zone shall be required to obtain either a coastal permit pursuant to Section
21.25.904 or a coastal permit categorical exclusion pursuant to Section 21.25.906. Such approval must be
issued prior to the start of development and shall be required in addition to any other permits or
approvals required by the City.

Coastal Permit Issued by the Coastal Commission. Developments on tidelands and
submerged lands require a permit issued by the California Coastal Commission in accordance
with the procedure as specified by the California Coastal Commission.
Coastal Permits Issued by the City. The following categories of projects require coastal permits
in accordance with the procedures set forth in this Division:

Development on the first lot located on, adjacent to, across the street from, or abutting the
beach, bay, ocean or tidelands, except minor addition to a single-family residence as
specified in Subsection 21.25.903.C (categorical exclusion).
All development projects which require additional discretionary review (such as a conditional
use permit, subdivision map or standards variance).
Traffic improvements which do not qualify for categorical exclusion.
Public works projects, excluding traffic improvement projects, with an estimated cost of fifty
thousand dollars ($50,000.00) or more.

Exemptions. The following categories of projects are exempt from the coastal permit
requirement. However, a coastal permit categorical exclusion (CPCE) shall be obtained pursuant
to the procedures indicated in Section 21.25.906
Minor additions on existing single-family residences for the first lot located on, adjacent to, across
the street from, or abutting the beach, bay ocean or tidelands. Such addition must be less than
ten percent (10%) of the existing floor area and shall not create an additional story or loft.
All projects (excluding the above) which are consistent with the Zoning Regulations and which do
not require any discretionary review (e.g., conditional use permit, subdivision map).
Traffic improvements which do not:

Alter roadway or intersection capacity by more than ten percent (10%) (except stop signs and
stop lights); or
Decrease parking (except by establishing a red curb next to a corner); or
Impair access to the coast.

Public works projects (excluding traffic improvements) with an estimated cost of forty-nine
thousand nine hundred ninety-nine dollars ($49,999.00) or less.
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.904 - Procedures—Coastal permit.

This Section outlines the procedures for issuing coastal permits. Coastal permits may be considered
concurrently with or subsequent to any other procedures required by this Title or the City's subdivision
regulations.

Jurisdiction.
Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall consider all local coastal
development permits for developments requiring a tract map, a parcel map, conditional use
permit or planned development permit.
Coastal Commission. The Coastal Commission shall consider all coastal permits for projects
located below the mean high tide.
Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall consider all other local coastal
development permits.

Hearing Required. A public hearing shall be required prior to the approval of a local coastal
development permit.
Findings Required. Prior to approving a local coastal development permit, the responsible
hearing body must find:

The proposed development conforms to the certified local coastal program including but not
limited to all requirements for replacement of low and moderate-income housing; and
The proposed development conforms to the public access and recreation policies of Chapter
3 of the Coastal Act. This second finding applies only to development located seaward of the
nearest public highway to the shoreline.

Date of Final Local Action. The date of final local action is:
The date when the appeal period on all local actions has expired without local appeal;
The date of action on the local appeal(s); or
The date the City is notified by the applicant that the application is approved by operation of
law pursuant to Sections 65950 through 65957.1 of the Government Code.

Notice of Final Action. Within seven (7) calendar days of the date of the final local action on a
local coastal development permit, a notice shall be sent to the Coastal Commission and to any
persons who specifically request such notice by submitting a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
The notice shall include the written findings of fact required to approve the local coastal
development permit and the conditions imposed on the approval, if the permit is approved. Any
notice of final local action shall include the procedures for appeal of the action to the Coastal
Commission and an indication as to whether the development is in an appealable area.
Appeals to Coastal Commission. All actions on local coastal development permits located
seaward of the appealable area boundary, as determined under Section 21.25.908, may be
appealed by an aggrieved person to the Coastal Commission according to the procedures of the
Coastal Commission, provided that:

All local appeals of City actions provided for by this Title have been exhausted and no fee was
charged the appellant for the appeal; and
The Coastal Commission has not appealed the local action.

Effective Date. A local coastal development permit shall be effective as follows:
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Outside Appealable Area. On date of final local action;
Within Appealable Area. At the conclusion of the twenty-first day after final local action,
unless:

Appeal. If a permit is appealed, it shall become effective after action on the appeal by
the Coastal Commission.
Failure to Give Notice. If notice to the Coastal Commission is not mailed by the City
within seven (7) days after final local action, then the permit shall become effective at the
conclusion of the fourteenth day after a complete notice is mailed but no sooner than at
the conclusion of the twenty-first day after final local action.
Inadequate Filing. If the Coastal Commission notifies the City and the applicant that
notice was not received or distributed in a timely manner or that the notice was not
complete or does not adequately describe the development, then the permit becomes
effective at the conclusion of the fourteenth day after receipt of such a notice from the
Coastal Commission or on the date specified by the Coastal Commission.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.906 - Procedures—Categorical exclusion.

This Section outlines the procedures for processing developments exempt from local coastal permit
requirements.

Jurisdiction. The Zoning Administrator, or his designee, shall determine whether a proposed
development is exempt, as provided for in Subsection 21.25.903.C of this Chapter.
Means of Determination. Determination that a proposed development is exempt shall be made
by checking the proposed development with the certified local coastal program, including all
maps, land use designations, implementing zoning regulations and guidelines for exemption.
No Hearing Required. No public hearing or notice shall be required for a project determined to
be exempt.
Appeal of Determination. Any person may appeal the Zoning Administrator's determination by
requesting a referral of the matter to the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission. If the
determination of the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission differs from that of the Zoning
Administrator, then the matter shall be resolved by a hearing before the Coastal Commission.
Effective Date. A decision that a development is exempt shall be effective when such a decision
is made by the Zoning Administrator, or his designee, unless the decision is appealed.
Records Required. A public record, including the applicant's name, the location and brief
description of the development shall be kept for all developments determined to be exempt.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.25.908 - Appealable area.

Only local actions on projects located within the appealable area may be appealed to the Coastal
Commission. The determination of whether a project lies seaward of the appealable area boundary shall
be made as follows:

Jurisdiction. Determination that a proposed development is seaward of the appealable area
boundary shall be made by the Zoning Administrator or his designee.



C.

A.

B.

C.

Means of Determination. Determination shall be made by locating the development on the
appealable area boundary map certified as part of the local coastal program.
Appeal of Determination. Any person may appeal the Zoning Administrator's determination by
requesting a referral of the matter to the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission. If the
determination of the Executive Director of the Coastal Commission differs from that of the Zoning
Administrator, then the matter shall be resolved by a hearing before the Coastal Commission.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION X. - (REPEALED)
DIVISION XI. - DETERMINATION OF APPLICABLE LAW

21.25.1101 - Purpose.

The City recognizes that gaining local and public approvals for the development of land can be time-
consuming and that, during the process and prior to project completion, applicable local law, including
local zoning regulations, may change. Such changes may place applicants in the approval "pipeline" at
considerable economic risk. In order to reasonably reduce that risk, while maintaining appropriate
opportunities for local agency review and full public input and participation, the process set forth in this
Division is established for the purpose of assuring applicants of the continued applicability of certain local
laws and regulations, under the terms and conditions set forth in this Division.

(Ord. C-6546 § 2 (part), 1988)

21.25.1103 - Application.

Notwithstanding any provision of Section 21.21.201, the right to apply for a determination of
applicable law pursuant to this Division XI shall be limited to affected property owners or their agents
designated in writing at the time of application.
The application for a determination pursuant to this Division XI shall include a complete description of
the project for which a determination is being sought and shall also set forth an itemization of all
permits and other grants of entitlement required by law for such project and an indication that such
permits and grants have either been granted or that they are being applied for as a part of the
application for determination.
No application shall be deemed complete pursuant to this Section until it has been accepted as
complete by the Department of Planning and Building, which Department may require such
additional or supplemental information as it considers to be reasonably necessary to enable further
processing and full understanding of the application.

(Ord. C-6546 § 2 (part), 1988)

21.25.1105 - Timely action.

Within sixty (60) days of acceptance of an application for determination as complete under this Division XI,
the Zoning Administrator shall set the application for public hearing before the Planning Commission.

(Ord. C-6546 § 2 (part), 1988)

21.25.1108 - Jurisdiction.

The Planning Commission shall consider all applications for a determination pursuant to this Division XI,
and the decision of the Planning Commission shall be final unless the decision is appealed to the City
Council in accordance with the provisions of Division V of Chapter 21.21.
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(Ord. C-6546 § 2 (part), 1988)

21.25.1110 - Determination of applicable law.

The Planning Commission shall consider any application for a determination of applicable law
pursuant to the provisions of this Division XI, and may grant such determination if the application
meets all requirements of law including, but not limited to all requirements of this Division XI.
The effect of the granting of a determination pursuant to this Division XI will be to empower an
applicant to complete a project, insofar as it is described and permitted under the application,
pursuant to the provisions of local law as they existed at the time that a determination granted
hereunder becomes final.
No determination granted hereunder shall operate to obviate or make inapplicable any change in
local law following the grant of the determination if:

The change in law is outside the scope of the project described and permitted in the application
and determination; or
The change in law affects a permit or entitlement that was not described and included, through
inadvertence, mistake, or otherwise, in the application and determination; or
It fails, in any way or for any reason, to comply with all requirements of this Division XI or any
other provision of law in effect at the time of final grant of determination.

(Ord. C-6546 § 2 (part), 1988)

21.25.1113 - Findings required.

The Planning Commission, and the City Council on appeal, may grant a determination of applicable law
pursuant to this Division XI if, and only if, it first makes, after public hearing, each of the following findings:

The project has been or is approved for site plan review pursuant to Division V of this Chapter
21.25; and
The project complies with all applicable provisions of law, including, but not limited to, all
applicable zoning regulations; and
The project has complied, or will comply, with all applicable environmental requirements
including those relating to proceedings conducted pursuant to this Division XI;
The project is consistent with the provisions of the zoning district in which it is proposed to be
located; and
The project is consistent with the General Plan of the City of Long Beach; and
No amendments to the General Plan, the zoning regulations or the applicable zoning district have
been initiated at the time of or prior to the grant of determination which would affect the use,
design or lawfulness of the project.

(Ord. C-6546 § 2 (part), 1988)

21.25.1115 - E�ectiveness and expiration.

A determination of applicable law shall be effective for one hundred eighty (180) days following the
date upon which the granting of the determination becomes final. Thereafter, the determination shall
cease to be of any further force and effect, and the project shall be subject to all applicable local laws
as they then or thereafter exist, unless:
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Complete drawings and fees are submitted for plan check within the one hundred eighty (180)
day period. In such case, the determination shall continue to be effective through the plan check
period but in no event longer than one (1) year from the date of submittal to plan check. If a
building permit is not issued within one (1) year of submittal to plan check, the determination
shall expire. If a building permit is issued within the year, then the determination shall continue
for the period during which the building permit is valid and lawfully in full force and effect. To
remain valid, construction under the building permit must begin and be completed through the
passage of the first inspection within six (6) months of issuance of the building permit. For
purpose of this Subsection 21.25.1115.A.1, a foundation permit shall be treated as equivalent to a
building permit but grading, demolition, electrical, mechanical or plumbing permits shall not be
considered or treated as building permits; or
A time extension request is filed, together with all required fees, prior to the expiration of the one
hundred eighty (180) day period. Such an extension shall be heard by the Planning Commission
or, on appeal, the City Council and shall be noticed in the same manner as the original hearing. At
such extension hearing, the Planning Commission, or on appeal, the City Council may approve the
extension if they find the applicant has made a good-faith effort to complete drawings for plan
check but was unable to do so because of the size or complexity of the project. Sale or transfer of
title of a project shall not be grounds for an extension. No extension shall be granted that will
allow the determination to continue more than one (1) year from the date of its first being
granted without submittal of the project to plan check.

(Ord. C-6546 § 2 (part), 1988)

DIVISION XII. - INTERIM PARK USE PERMIT

21.25.1201 - Purpose.

The City recognizes that vacant lots, due to their nature, have the potential to create an impression of
blight and decay in a neighborhood. In addition to the negative visual impact, vacant lots are a potential
source for nuisances (such as trash, debris, and rodents). Thus, as a means of unifying neighborhoods for
the purpose of eliminating unsightly vacant lots and enhancing their neighborhood's visual and physical
surroundings, community groups may opt to replace them with interim neighborhood serving parks.

(Ord. C-7378 § 26, 1995)

21.25.1203 - Application.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 21.21.201 (Application), the right to apply for an interim park
use permit shall be limited to affected property owners or their agents. Applications for interim park use
permits may be submitted only for playground uses as indicated in the applicable zone district use table. If
the proposed project does not comply with an applicable development standards, a separate standards
variance application shall also be required.

(Ord. C-7378 § 26, 1995)

21.25.1205 - Jurisdiction.

The City Council shall consider all applications for an interim park use permit. The decision of the City
Council shall be final.

(Ord. C-7378 § 26, 1995)

21.25.1207 - Required �ndings.
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The following findings must be analyzed, made and adopted before any action is taken to approve or deny
the subject permit and must be incorporated into the record of the proceedings relating to such approval
or denial:

The proposed use is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood;
The proposed use will not be detrimental to the surrounding community including public health,
safety or general welfare, environmental quality or quality of life; and
The approval is in compliance with the special conditions of approval established for playgrounds
as listed in Chapter 21.52

(Ord. C-7378 § 26, 1995)

21.25.1209 - Timely action.

The City Clerk shall set the matter for public hearing before the City Council within sixty (60) days of
receiving a completed application.

(Ord. C-7378 § 26, 1995)

21.25.1211 - Waiver of required conditions.

Conditions required by Division II of Chapter 21.52 may be waived but only if the waiver of those
conditions will not conflict with required findings, provided that conditions necessary for the protection of
public health, safety and welfare may not be waived under any circumstances.

(Ord. C-7378 § 26, 1995)

21.25.1213 - Posting of conditions.

All conditions pertaining to the operation of the use shall be permanently posted, on a form provided by
the Director of Planning and Building, at a location clearly visible to the public utilizing the facility.

(Ord. C-7378 § 26, 1995)

21.25.1215 - Annual reinspection.

All projects for which an interim park use permit was approved shall be required to undergo an annual
reinspection to verify compliance with the conditions of approval. The property owner shall be required to
pay an annual fee to the City as established by the City Council to cover the costs of the reinspection
program.

(Ord. C-7378 § 26, 1995)

DIVISION XIII. - REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION

21.25.1301 - Purpose.

It is the policy of the City, pursuant to the Federal Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988, to provide
people with disabilities reasonable accommodation in rules, policies, practices and procedures that may
be necessary to ensure equal access to housing. The purpose of this Division is to provide a process for
individuals with disabilities to make requests for reasonable accommodation in regard to relief from the
various land use, zoning, or building laws, rules, policies, practices and/or procedures of the City.

(Ord. C-7639 § 1, 1999)

21.25.1303 - De�nitions.

Act. The Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988.
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Applicant. An individual making a request for reasonable accommodation pursuant to this Division.
Code. The Long Beach Municipal Code.
Department. The Department of Planning and Building of the City of Long Beach.
Disabled Person. Any person who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one
(1) or more major life activities; anyone who is regarded as having such impairment; or anyone who
has a record of such impairment. People who are currently using illegal substances are not covered
under the Act or this Division unless they have a separate disability.
Group Home. Refers to any and all facilities which are regulated by the provisions of the California
Community Care Facilities Act (Health and Safety Code Section 1500 et seq.), the California Residential
Care Facilities for the Elderly Act (Health and Safety Code Section 1569) or any alcoholism or drug
abuse recovery or treatment facility as defined by Health and Safety Code Section 11834.02 or any
successor statutes.
Increased Occupancy. Refers to a request to increase the number of individuals permitted or
licensed by State or local law to occupy a group home.

(Ord. C-7639 § 1, 1999)

21.25.1305 - Notice to the public of availability of accommodation process.

The Department of Planning and Building shall prominently display in both the Development Services
Center and the Planning Bureau a notice advising those with disabilities or their representatives that they
may request a reasonable accommodation hearing in accordance with the procedures established in this
Division.

(Ord. C-7639 § 1, 1999)

21.25.1307 - Requesting reasonable accommodation.

In order to make specific housing available to an individual with a disability, a disabled person or
representative may request reasonable accommodation relating to the various land use, zoning, or
building laws, rules, policies, practices and/or procedures of the City.
If an individual needs assistance in making the request for reasonable accommodation, or appealing a
determination regarding reasonable accommodation, the Department will endeavor to provide the
assistance necessary to ensure that the process is accessible to the applicant or representative. The
applicant shall be entitled to be represented at all stages of the proceeding by a person designated by
the applicant.
A request for reasonable accommodation in laws, rules, policies, practices and/or procedures may be
filed on an application form provided by the Department at any time that the accommodation may be
necessary to ensure equal access to housing.

(Ord. C-7639 § 1, 1999)

21.25.1309 - Jurisdiction.

Zoning Officer/Building Official. The Zoning Officer, or Building Official, as appropriate, shall have
the authority to consider and act on requests for reasonable accommodation. When a request for
reasonable accommodation is filed with the Department, it will be referred to the Zoning Officer or
Building Official for review and consideration. The Zoning Officer or Building Official shall issue a
written determination within thirty (30) days of the date of receipt of a completed application and
may: (1) grant the accommodation request, (2) grant the accommodation request subject to specified
nondiscriminatory conditions, or (3) deny the request. All written determinations shall give notice of
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the right to appeal and the right to request reasonable accommodation on the appeals process, if
necessary. The notice of determination shall be sent to the applicant by certified mail, return receipt
requested.
If necessary to reach a determination on the request for reasonable accommodation, the Zoning
Officer or Building Official may request further information from the applicant consistent with this
Division, specifying in detail what information is required. In the event a request for further
information is made, the thirty (30) day period to issue a written determination shall be stayed until
the applicant responds to the request.

(Ord. C-7639 § 1, 1999)

21.25.1311 - Required �ndings.

The following findings must be analyzed, made and adopted before any action is taken to approve or deny
a request for reasonable accommodation and must be incorporated into the record of the proceeding
relating to such approval or denial:

The housing, which is the subject of the request for reasonable accommodation, will be used by
an individual protected under the Act.
The request for reasonable accommodation is necessary to make specific housing available to an
individual protected under the Act.
The requested reasonable accommodation will not impose an undue financial or administrative
burden on the City.
The requested accommodation will not require a fundamental alteration of the zoning or building
laws, policies and/or procedures of the City.
For housing located in the coastal zone, a request for reasonable accommodation under this
Section shall be approved by the City if it is consistent with Subsections 21.25.1311.A through
21.25.1311.D above, and the certified Local Coastal Program. Where a request for reasonable
accommodation is not consistent with the certified Local Coastal Program, the City may waive
compliance with an otherwise applicable provision of the Local Coastal Program and approve the
request for reasonable accommodation if the City finds:

The requested reasonable accommodation is consistent, to the maximum extent feasible,
with the certified Local Coastal Program; and
There are no feasible alternative means for providing an accommodation at the property that
would provide greater consistency with the certified Local Coastal Program.

(Ord. C-7726 § 2, 2001; Ord. C-7639 § 1, 1999)

21.25.1313 - Appeals.

Within thirty (30) days of the date the Zoning Officer or Building Official issues a written
determination, the applicant requesting the accommodation may appeal an adverse determination or
any conditions or limitations imposed in the written determination.
All appeals shall contain a statement of the grounds for the appeal.
Appeals shall be to the Planning Commission who shall hear the matter and render a determination
as soon as reasonably practicable, but in no event later than sixty (60) days after an appeal has been
filed. All determinations on appeal shall address and be based upon the same findings required to be
made in the original determination from which the appeal is taken.
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An applicant may request reasonable accommodation in the procedure by which an appeal will be
conducted.

(Ord. C-7639 § 1, 1999)

21.25.1315 - Reasonable accommodation relating to requests for increased occupancy of group
homes.

All requests for reasonable accommodation relating to increased occupancy of a group home shall be
filed first with the City's Zoning Officer.
The Zoning Officer may hold a hearing on a request for reasonable accommodation relating to the
increased occupancy of a group home, or may instead, at his/her sole discretion, refer the application
to the Planning Commission for hearing. If the Zoning Officer acts on a request for reasonable
accommodation pursuant to this Section, the Zoning Officer shall hear the matter and issue a written
determination within thirty (30) days of the date of receipt of a completed application. If the Planning
Commission acts on a request for reasonable accommodation pursuant to this Section, the Planning
Commission shall hear the matter and render a determination as soon as reasonably practicable, but
in no event later than sixty (60) days of receipt of a completed application.
Notice of hearing pursuant to this Section shall be provided not less than fourteen (14) days prior to
the hearing and shall be mailed or delivered to all owners of real property as shown on the latest
equalized assessment roll within three hundred feet (300′) of the real property that is the subject of
the hearing. In all cases under this Section, the applicant shall bear the cost of the radius mailing.
The Zoning Officer or Planning Commission acting pursuant to this Section, shall: (1) grant the
accommodation request, (2) grant the accommodation request subject to specified nondiscriminatory
conditions, including, but not limited to, a condition requiring the applicant to show proof of any
required State license for the activity or occupancy contemplated, or (3) deny the request.
The Zoning Officer or Planning Commission, as appropriate, shall explain, in writing, the basis of the
determination including the Zoning Officer's or Planning Commissioner's findings on the criteria set
forth in Section 21.25.1311. All written determinations shall give notice of the right to appeal and the
right to request reasonable accommodation on the appeals process, if necessary. The notice of the
determination shall be sent to the applicant by certified mail, return receipt requested.
Within thirty (30) days of the issuance of a written determination on the hearing conducted pursuant
to this Section, any aggrieved party within the meaning of this Code, may file an appeal from the
determination of the Zoning Officer or Planning Commission. Appeals from a determination of the
Zoning Officer shall be to the Planning Commission, appeals from a determination of the Planning
Commission shall be to the City Council. All appeals shall contain a statement of the grounds for the
appeal.
Appeals to the Planning Commission or City Council pursuant to this Section shall be heard as soon as
reasonably practicable, but in no event later than sixty (60) days after an appeal has been filed. All
determinations on appeal shall address and be based upon the same findings required to be made in
the original determination from which the appeal is taken.

(Ord. C-7639 § 1, 1999)

21.25.1317 - Fee.

There shall be no fee imposed in connection with a request for reasonable accommodation under the
provisions of this Division, except that a fee equivalent to the fee imposed for an administrative use
permit shall be required if the application for reasonable accommodation relates to an increase in the
occupancy of a group home.
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CHAPTER 21.27 - NONCONFORMITIES

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (3) ---

Note— 1. Prior ordinance history: Ord. C 6533, 1988; Ord. C 6595, 1989; Ord. C 6684, 1990; Ord. C 6822,
1990; Ord. C 6933, 1991; Ord. C 7032, 1992; Ord. C 7047, 1992; Ord. C 7064, 1992; Ord. C 7247, 1994; Ord.
C 7274, 1994; Ord. C 7399, 1996; Ord. C 7500, 1997; Ord. C 7550, 1998.

21.27.010 - Purpose.

The City recognizes that the eventual elimination of existing nonconforming uses and structures benefits
the health, safety and welfare of the community. It is the intent of this Chapter to establish regulations
and procedures which ensure that the elimination of nonconforming uses and structures occurs as
expeditiously and as fairly as possible and also avoids any unreasonable invasion of established property
rights.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.020 - Continuance of nonconforming rights.

Nonconformities, as defined in Chapter 21.15 of this Title, may continue to be used and maintained in
accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. The use and maintenance is permitted as a result of
vested rights obtained through the legal establishment of the nonconforming use or structure so long as
the use is operated and maintained in such a manner as not to be a nuisance, a blighting influence or a
direct and substantial detriment to the rights of adjoining, abutting or adjacent uses.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.030 - Illegal uses or structures.

Illegal uses or structures have no vested rights. Illegal uses and structures shall either be brought into
legal conforming status or shall be removed.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.040 - Maintenance.

Ordinary maintenance and repair of a building containing a nonconforming use, such as painting,
plumbing repair, shall be permitted as necessary to ensure the protection of general health, safety and
welfare. All nonconforming uses and structures are subject to all applicable property maintenance and
substandard buildings laws.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.050 - Abandonment.

Loss of rights to a nonconforming use. All rights to a nonconforming use are lost if the use is
abandoned for twelve (12) months (see Section 21.15.030) or if the structure housing the use is
demolished (see Section 21.15.750) except as follows:
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Nonconforming nonresidential structure. A nonconforming nonresidential structure, which
has been abandoned for a period greater than twelve (12) months, may apply for an
administrative use permit to establish a CNP (neighborhood pedestrian) permitted use and may
apply for a conditional use permit to establish a CNP (neighborhood pedestrian) discretionally
permitted use.
Nonconforming nonresidential historic landmark. A designated City landmark which has been
abandoned for a period greater than twelve (12) months, may apply for an administrative use
permit to establish a CNP (neighborhood pedestrian) permitted use or discretionally permitted
use, and may apply for a conditional use permit to establish another nonconforming use subject
to the following:

A special building inspection is conducted to ensure the building conforms or can be repaired
to conform to minimum building, plumbing, fire, housing, electrical and earthquake code
provisions as necessary to protect public health and safety, and
The proposed use is necessary to avoid an unnecessary hardship on the property owner due
to the condition of the structure, the value of the property, or the potential economic life of
the building, and
The proposed change of use will provide a desirable service or will be beneficial to the
neighborhood, and
The proposed use and adaptive reuse design plan has obtained a certificate of
appropriateness from the Cultural Heritage Commission.

Loss of rights to nonconforming parking. All nonconforming rights related to parking shall be lost if
the primary structure on the lot is demolished. Rights shall not be lost if a building is merely vacated.
Abandonment/revocation of rights through nuisance, blight or detrimental effect upon
adjoining, abutting or adjacent property. Any nonconforming use which is operated in such a way
as to be a nuisance or a direct detriment to adjoining, abutting or adjacent properties or which is
neglected to the point of being a blight on the community shall be considered to have had its
nonconforming rights abandoned. Such abandonment shall be determined by a revocation hearing
according to the procedures of Division VI, "Revocations", of Chapter 21.21 of this Title, provided, that:

A fully noticed public hearing is held before the Planning Commission; and
The Planning Commission, or City Council on appeal, finds that:

The use adversely affects the health, peace or safety of persons residing or working on the
premises or in the surrounding area, or
The use jeopardizes or endangers the public health or safety, or
The use constitutes a direct and substantial detriment to surrounding uses by repeated
adverse activities and incidences, including, but not limited to, disturbances of the peace,
illegal drug activity, public drunkenness, drinking in public, harassment of passersby,
gambling, prostitution, sale of stolen goods, public urination, theft, assault, battery, acts of
vandalism, loitering, excessive littering, illegal parking, loud noises (particularly in late night or
early morning), noise code violations, traffic violations, curfew violations, lewd conduct or
police detentions and arrests, or
The uses cause repeated violations under Public Health and Safety Code, Title 8 or Title 9,
and
The owner or operator has been unwilling or unable to eliminate the adverse activities, if any;
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If it finds that conditions and/or modifications of the use will be ineffective in eliminating the
adverse activities, the Planning Commission, or City Council on appeal, shall revoke only the
nonconforming rights to the use;
Continuation of any use after abandonment or revocation pursuant to this Subsection shall
constitute a violation of this Chapter and shall be penalized as provided for in Section 21.10.080

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.060 - Expansion.

A nonconforming use or structure may not be expanded or altered in any way so as to increase that
nonconformity, except as follows:

Uses permitted by CUP or AUP. Any use which was originally established in a zone district by
right and has since been reclassified as a discretionary use in that district shall obtain an
administrative use permit or a conditional use permit prior to expansion of the use or any
structure related to the use. An application to change an alcoholic beverage license to expand the
range of beverages sold shall be considered an expansion of that use.
Conforming nonresidential uses with nonconforming parking. A conforming nonresidential
use with nonconforming parking may be expanded or intensified, as long as parking is provided
for the expansion or intensification in accordance with current parking standards. The required
number of spaces shall be calculated based on the additional square feet of new construction or
other applicable unit of measurement.
Nonconforming residential uses.

Maximum expansion. A nonconforming residential use (i.e., that exceeds the allowable
density for the zone, or is located in a zone that does not permit residential uses) may
expand up to two hundred fifty (250) square feet per unit.
Parking. Any expansion beyond two hundred fifty (250) square feet per site of cumulative
addition shall require one (1) additional conforming parking space for each additional two
hundred fifty (250) square feet. For single-family dwellings outside the parking impacted
areas, no additional parking shall be required on sites with driveways twenty feet (20') or
more in length.
Development standards. The expansion shall be consistent in style and materials with the
existing building, and shall conform to the current development standards of the zone.

Conforming residential use with nonconforming parking. A residential use with
nonconforming parking may be expanded as follows:

Demolition of nonconforming parking. Nonconforming parking demolished during
remodeling or additions may be replaced with new parking of equal size or a more
conforming size. The new parking shall provide for the best feasible turning radius. For the
purposes of this Section, "best feasible turning radius" means the most conforming turning
radius that may be created by relocating the new parking on the lot up to the point it conflicts
with the existing building.
Addition of new dwelling unit. The addition of new dwelling units on a lot shall require the
provision of additional parking spaces for the new dwelling units as well as existing units if
substandard in parking in accordance with the standards for new construction.
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Expansion of existing dwelling unit. A residential use with nonconforming parking may be
expanded by up to two hundred fifty (250) square feet after July 1, 1989, without providing
additional parking. Expansion beyond two hundred fifty (250) square feet per site of
cumulative addition shall require one (1) additional conforming parking space for each
additional two hundred fifty (250) square feet. However, for single-family dwellings outside
the parking impacted areas, no additional parking shall be required on sites with driveways
twenty feet (20') or more in length.

Nonconforming commercial, institutional and park uses.
General. Nonconforming uses shall not be expanded to occupy a greater area of land or
building than was occupied at the time the use or structure became nonconforming.

Nonconforming industrial uses.
General. Nonconforming industrial uses shall not be expanded to occupy a greater area of
land or building than was occupied at the time the use or structure became nonconforming.
Machinery and equipment. Nonconforming machinery and equipment requiring a building
permit may be relocated within the site or replaced with machinery or equipment of equal
size or capabilities. The number of machines or equipment, the size of the machines or
equipment, or the capabilities of the machines or equipment to do heavier work may not be
expanded.
Outside uses. Outside nonconforming equipment and machinery may be relocated or
altered, provided the equipment or machinery is not relocated any closer to the nearest
residential district.
Volumes. Increased sales, production or throughput volume shall not be considered as an
expansion, provided the use does not expand to occupy additional land or another building.

(ORD-05-0037 § 1, 2005; Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.065 - Interior alteration to residential uses with nonconforming parking to create additional
bedrooms.

Single-family residential. Interior alteration to create additional bedrooms is prohibited unless
parking is provided in compliance with the requirements in Section 21.41. However, for single-family
dwellings outside the parking impacted areas, as those areas are defined in Resolution C-24607 or
any successor resolution, no additional parking shall be required on sites with driveways twenty feet
(20') or more in length.
Multifamily residential. Interior alteration to create additional bedrooms is prohibited unless
parking is provided in compliance with the requirements in Section 21.41

(ORD-09-0004, § 1, 2009; ORD-05-0037 § 2, 2005)

21.27.070 - Change in use.

A nonconforming use may be changed to a conforming use, and may be changed to another
nonconforming use if the use or structure housing the nonconforming use has not been abandoned for
twelve (12) months (see Section 21.15.030) or the structure has not been demolished (see Section
21.15.750), as follows:

To a CNP permitted use. An existing nonconforming nonresidential use may change to a CNP
(neighborhood pedestrian) permitted use.
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To another nonconforming use with an administrative use permit. An existing
nonconforming use may be changed to another nonconforming use if an administrative use
permit is granted as provided for in this Title and provided:

A special building inspection is conducted to ensure the building conforms or can be repaired
to conform to minimum building, plumbing, fire, housing, electrical and earthquake code
provisions as necessary to protect public health and safety; and
The change of use is necessary to avoid an unnecessary hardship on the property owner due
to the condition of the structure, the value of the property or the potential economic life of
the building; or
The change of use will allow a designated City landmark to be economically productive, thus
extending the life of the structure, as long as the proposed use and rehabilitation are
approved by the Cultural Heritage Commission; and
The change of use will provide a service or will be beneficial to the neighborhood, and will
more closely conform to the zoning of the site than the existing use.

Change of use with nonconforming parking. A use with nonconforming parking may change to
another use without adding parking except:

If the new use would require more parking than the existing use. Then, in order to establish
the new use, the applicant must add parking equal to the difference between the parking
requirement of the existing use and the new use (net change in parking intensity); and
If the new use is a limousine service or a fleet service/company vehicle operation, the
applicant must bring the parking up to current new construction parking standards.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.090 - Restoration.

Any building containing a nonconforming use or any nonconforming structure may be repaired and
restored to its nonconforming state if the need for repairs or restoration shall be the result of fire,
explosion, earthquake, imminent public hazard, acts of terrorism, sabotage, vandalism, warfare or
abatement of earthquake hazard in accordance with City regulations. Such restoration shall comply with
the following conditions:

Level of restoration. The damaged use or structure may be repaired or rebuilt to the area and
footprint of the previous use or structure. Alternatively, the use or structure may be repaired or
rebuilt to a more conforming area or footprint.
Additional floor area added. If during restoration and/or reconstruction additional floor area is
added, the use or structure shall abandon its nonconforming status.
Time limit. The repairs must be commenced within one year of the event causing damage to the
use or structure, and the repairs must be diligently pursued until completed.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.110 - Special uses and structures.

Nothing in this Chapter shall prohibit the establishment of special regulations for specific nonconforming
uses and structures regulated by other Sections of the Zoning Code. Such regulations may provide for the
retirement or amortization of those specific uses and structures.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)
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21.27.130 - Historic landmark and landmark district exemption.

Any building or structure designated as a historic landmark or located within a designated landmark
district established under Chapter 2.63 of this Code, shall be exempted from restrictions of this Chapter
relating to restoration (Section 21.27.090) and maintenance (Section 21.27.040), provided that any use or
construction plans are approved with a certificate of appropriateness issued by the Cultural Heritage
Commission.

(Ord. C 7729 § 3, 2001: Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.150 - Amortization—Adult entertainment.

After May 18, 1996, no person shall cause or permit the continued operation, maintenance or use of a lot,
building or structure as a legal nonconforming adult entertainment business which does not comply with
the locational requirements of Section 21.45.110. For the purposes of this Section, the term "legal
nonconforming adult entertainment business" shall mean any adult entertainment business which existed
on May 1, 1988, and any adult entertainment business which received a standards variance pursuant to
former Subsection 21.45.110.B.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)

21.27.160 - Amortization—Fleet service/company vehicle operations.

Any fleet service/company vehicle operation as defined in Section 21.15.1065 which was lawfully in
existence as of the effective date of this Section (August 7, 1998) which does not comply in whole or in
part with the parking requirements of Section 21.41.216, shall be terminated or otherwise be brought into
full compliance within one year of the effective date of this Section (August 7, 1998). For those fleet
service/company vehicle operations which cannot be brought into compliance with these provisions
because they do not meet the parking requirements of Section 21.41.216, the use may be extended for
only one (1) additional period of time (not to exceed one (1) year), to be established by the Planning
Commission, upon a showing by the operator of the use that such extension is reasonably necessary to
permit the owner of the use adequate time to amortize or otherwise recover any long-term investment in
the fleet service/company vehicle operation.

Any request for an extension of the one (1) year amortization period must be made in writing by the
owner of the use to the Planning Commission by filing a request with the Planning Bureau of the
Department of Planning and Building no later than sixty (60) days prior to the end of the one (1) year
period provided for in this Section.

The Planning Commission may grant an extension of up to one (1) additional year only if the business is
otherwise in compliance with all other applicable provisions of law, and upon a showing by the
applicant/owner of the use:

That the business involved a substantial financial investment in real property, improvement or
stock in trade, or
The business is subject to a written long-term lease entered into prior to January 1, 1995, with a
termination date extending beyond one (1) year from the effective date of this Section, or
Other factors establishing that the nature of the business is such that the business cannot be
easily relocated.

(Ord. C 7663 § 5, 1999)
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CHAPTER 21.29 - DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENTS

21.29.010 - Purpose and construction.

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish procedures and requirements for the consideration of
development agreements upon application by, or on behalf of property owners or other persons
having a legal or equitable interest in the property proposed to be subject to the agreement. In this
regard, it is intended that the provisions of this Chapter should be fully consistent, and in full
compliance, with the provisions of Article 2.5 of Chapter 4 of Division 1 of Title 7 (commencing with
Section 65864) of the California Government Code, and shall be so construed.
In construing the provisions of any development agreement entered into pursuant to this Chapter,
those provisions shall be read to fully effectuate, and to be consistent with, the language of this
Chapter, Article 2.5 of the California Government Code, cited above, and the agreement itself. Should
any apparent discrepancies between the meaning of these documents arise, then the documents
shall control in construing the development agreement in the following order of priority:

The plain terms of the development agreement itself;
The provisions of this Chapter, and
The provisions of Article 2.5 of the California Government Code, cited above.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.29.020 - Application and processing.

Any owner of real property or other person having a legal or equitable interest in the property may
request and apply through the Director of Planning and Building for the City to enter into a
development agreement provided that:

The property proposed to be subject to the agreement shall be not less than eighty thousand
(8,000) square feet in size;
The application is made on forms approved, and contains all information required, by the
Director;
The status of the applicant as an owner of, or holder of legal or equitable interest in, the property
is established to the satisfaction of the Director; and
The application is accompanied by the fee established pursuant to Subsection 21.29.020.C and all
other lawfully required documents, materials and information.

The Director of Planning and Building, or his designee, is hereby empowered to receive, review,
process and prepare, together with his recommendations, for Planning Commission and City Council
consideration as applicable all applications for development agreements. He may call upon all other
departments of the City to assist him in his responsibilities under this Chapter, which assistance shall
be provided in a timely manner.
Processing fees, as established by resolution of the City Council, shall be charged for any application
for a development agreement made pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter, and shall also be so
established and charged for periodic reviews conducted pursuant to Section 21.29.070

(Ord. C-6546 § 5, 1988; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.29.030 - Public hearings.
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When an application for a development agreement is deemed complete by the Director of Planning
and Building, he shall, within one hundred twenty (120) days, set the application, together with his
recommendations relating to it, for public hearing before the Planning Commission. Following
conclusion of public hearing by the Commission, the Commission may recommend to the City Council
that it approve, conditionally approve, or disapprove the application.
Within forty-five (45) days of final action by the Planning Commission and receipt of a written report of
such action, the City Clerk shall set the application and written report of the Planning Commission for
public hearing before the City Council. Following conclusion of public hearing by the City Council, the
City Council shall approve, conditionally approve or deny the application.
Notice of the hearings set forth in Subsections A and B of this Section 21.29.030 shall be given in the
form of a notice of intention to consider adoption of a development agreement as required by Section
65867 of the California Government Code.
Should the City Council approve or conditionally approve the application, it shall, as a part of its action
of approval, direct the City Attorney to prepare a development agreement embodying the terms and
conditions of the application as approved or conditionally approved by it, as well as an ordinance
authorizing execution of the development agreement by the City manager on behalf of the City.
The ordinance shall set forth findings, and the facts supporting them, that the development
agreement is consistent with the Long Beach General Plan and any and all specific plans and that it
will promote the welfare and public interest of the City of Long Beach.
The ordinance may be subjected to referendum in the manner provided by law.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.29.040 - Content of development agreement.

Mandatory contents. A development agreement entered into pursuant to this Chapter must contain
provisions that:

Specify the duration of the agreement;
Specify the permitted uses of the property;
Specify the density or intensity of use;
Set forth the maximum height and size of proposed buildings; and
Set forth provisions, if any, for reservation or dedication of land for public purposes.

Permissive contents. A development agreement entered into pursuant to this Chapter may:
Include conditions, terms, restrictions, and requirements for subsequent discretionary actions,
provided that such conditions, terms, restrictions, and requirements for subsequent discretionary
actions shall not prevent development of the land for the uses and to the density or intensity of
development set forth in the agreement;
Provide that construction shall be commenced within a specified time and that the project or any
phase thereof be completed within a specified time;
Include terms and conditions relating to applicant financing of necessary public improvements
and facilities, including, but not limited to, applicant participation in benefit assessment
proceedings;
Include such other terms, conditions and requirements as the City Council may deem necessary
and proper, including, but not limited to, a requirement for assuring, to the satisfaction of the
City, performance of all provisions of the agreement in a timely fashion by the
applicant/contracting party.
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.29.050 - Execution and recordation.

The City shall not execute any development agreement until on or after the date upon which the
ordinance approving the agreement and enacted pursuant to Section 21.29.030 becomes effective.
An executed development agreement shall be recorded in the office of the Recorder of the County of
Los Angeles no later than ten (10) days after it is entered into.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.29.060 - Environmental review.

The approval or conditional approval of a development agreement pursuant to this Chapter 21.29 shall be
deemed a discretionary act for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.29.070 - Periodic review.

Every development agreement approved and executed pursuant to this Chapter shall be periodically
reviewed during the term of the agreement every year following the date of its execution.
The purpose of the reviews conducted pursuant to this Section shall be to determine whether the
applicant/contracting party or its successor in interest has complied in good faith with the terms of
the development agreement. The burden shall be on the applicant/contracting party or its successor
to demonstrate such compliance to the full satisfaction of, and in a manner as prescribed by the City.
If, as a result of periodic review pursuant to this Section, the City Council finds and determines, on the
basis of substantial evidence, that the applicant/contracting party or its successor in interest has not
complied in good faith with terms or conditions of the agreement, the City Council may order, after
hearing, that the agreement be terminated or modified.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.29.080 - E�ect of development agreement.

Unless otherwise provided by the development agreement, rules, regulations and official policies
governing permitted uses of the land, governing density, and governing design, improvement and
construction standards and specifications, applicable to development of the property subject to a
development agreement, are the rules, regulations and official policies in force at the time of execution of
the agreement. A development agreement does not prevent the City, in subsequent actions applicable to
the property, from applying new rules, regulations and policies which do not conflict with those rules,
regulations and policies applicable to the property under the development agreement, nor does a
development agreement prevent the City from denying or conditionally approving any subsequent
development project application on the basis of such existing or new rules, regulations and policies.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.29.090 - Approved development agreements.

Pursuant to this Chapter, the City Council has approved those certain development agreements as
described below:

Development Agreement Contract
Number

Ordinance
Number

Effective
Date

Alamitos Land Company 21694 C-6788 10/5/1990
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Elks Building and Holding Association of
Long Beach, Inc.

21695 C-6788 10/5/1990

IDM Commercial Development Corporation 21696 C-6788 10/5/1990

Kilroy Long Beach Associates 21697 C-6788 10/5/1990

Nationwide Theaters Corporation 21698 C-6788 10/5/1990

Goldrich and Kest 21700 C-6788 10/5/1990

Tien P. Zee 22206 C-6925 9/22/1991

Pike Properties 23523 C-7164 1/6/1994

Douglas Park C-7960 12/21/2004

 

(ORD-09-0031, §§ 1—6, 2009; Ord. C-7959 § 2, 2004: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)



CHAPTER 21.30 - DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED

21.30.010 - Districts designated.

The incorporated territory of the City of Long Beach is divided into the land use districts indicated in Table
30-1 in order to regulate the location of residences, businesses and industries; the location of buildings
and structures; the uses of land; the height and bulk of buildings; the area of yards and other open space
facilities; and off-street parking facilities.

(Ord. C-7047 § 6, 1992; Ord. C-6933 § 9, 1991; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.30.020 - Regulations for all districts.

These Zoning Regulations divide the City into districts within which the location, height and bulk of
buildings or structures and the uses of buildings, structures or land are regulated as specified.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.30.030 - Use district map adopted.

The use districts and the boundaries of such districts are shown upon a map consisting of thirty (30) parts,
being numbered consecutively from 1 to 30, containing the districts which are established by this Chapter.
The use district map is on file in the office of the Department of Planning and Building, and said map and
all notations, references and other information shown on it, including the index map and the chart
showing the symbols and legends employed, are incorporated by reference and shall be deemed as much
a part of this Title as if the matters and information set forth by the map were fully described in this
Chapter.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.30.040 - District boundary determination.

In the event uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any district shown on the use district map, the
following shall govern:

Table 30-1
Zoning Districts Established

Use District
Symbol

Use Classification Chapter

R-1-S Single-family Residential, small lot 21.31

R-1-M Single-family Residential, moderate lot 21.31

R-1-T Single-family Residential, townhomes 21.31

R-1-N Single-family Residential, standard lot 21.31
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R-1-L Single-family Residential, large lot 21.31

R-2-S Two-family Residential, small lot 21.31

R-2-I Two-family Residential, intensified development 21.31

R-2-N Two-family Residential, standard lot 21.31

R-2-A Two-family Residential, accessory second unit 21.31

R-2-L Two-family Residential, large lot 21.31

R-3-S Low-density Multi-family Residential, small lot 21.31

R-3-4 Low-density Multi-family Residential 21.31

R-3-T Multi-family Residential, Townhouse 21.31

R-4-H Dense Multiple Residential, high-rise 21.31

R-4-N Medium-density Multiple Residential 21.31

R-4-R Moderate-density Multiple Residential 21.31

RM Mobile homes, modular and manufactured
residential

21.31

R-4-U Dense Multiple Residential, urban 21.31

CO Office Commercial 21.32

CH Highway Commercial 21.32

CT Tourist and Entertainment Commercial 21.32

CS Commercial Storage 21.32

CNP Neighborhood Pedestrian-Oriented Commercial 21.32

CNA Neighborhood Commercial Automobile-Oriented 21.32

CNR Neighborhood Commercial and Residential 21.32

CCA Community Commercial Automobile-Oriented 21.32

CCP Community Commercial Pedestrian-Oriented 21.32
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CCR Community R-4-R Commercial 21.32

CCN Community R-4-N Commercial 21.32

CHW Regional Highway Commercial 21.32

IL Light Industrial 21.33

IM Medium Industrial 21.33

IG General Industrial 21.33

IP Port-related Industrial 21.33

I Institutional 21.34

P Park 21.35

PR Public Right-of-Way 21.36

PD Planned Development 21.37

(H) Horse Overlay 21.38

(HR) High-Rise Overlay 21.39

(HL) Height-Limit Overlay 21.40

 

Unless otherwise indicated by dimensions shown on the map, every district boundary line is
intended to follow lot lines or the centerlines of streets or alleys as they existed at the time the
district was established.
Where a single lot or parcel of land is divided by a district boundary line, each portion of the lot or
parcel shall comply with the provisions of the regulations that apply to the district wherein that
portion of the lot is located.
Where uncertainty exists as to the location of the district boundary line, the Zoning Administrator
shall have the authority to make a determination as to the intended location of the boundary.

(Ord. C-7663 § 29, 1999; Ord. C-7360 § 2, 1995; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.30.050 - Zoning of annexed territory.

Upon formal notification by the City of its intention to undertake an annexation, the Department of
Planning and Building shall initiate a study to determine the appropriate zoning for the property intended
for annexation. After such a study, the Zoning Administrator shall begin proceedings for the prezoning of
the property in accordance with the procedures governing a rezoning. At the conclusion of the
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proceeding, the Zoning Administrator shall notify the appropriate City agency of the prezoning
classification of the property should the annexation be consummated. The City shall convey this
information to the Local Agency Formation Commission if required to do so.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.30.060 - Reclaimed submerged lands.

Reclaimed By Natural Accretion. Unless otherwise determined by a rezoning, any submerged lands
which may be reclaimed by natural accretion shall immediately be subject to the same regulations of
this Title as those specified for the most restrictive abutting district, provided the zoning conforms to
the principles and policies stated in the local coastal program of the General Plan. The use district
map shall be adjusted by a notation indicating the classification without further procedure. If the most
restrictive abutting zone does not conform to the principles and policies of the local coastal program,
such restrictive zoning shall apply until the area in question is rezoned.
Reclaimed By Fill. Any submerged lands to be reclaimed by fill for use as a land area shall be
prezoned prior to City Council approval of the fill. However, fill activities required in an emergency for
the protection of public health or safety shall be exempt from this requirement, and any fill in the port
district indicated on the Port Master Plan automatically be designated Port District (MP).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.30.070 - Vacated street or alley.

Whenever a dedicated street or alley or any portion thereof is vacated, it shall be automatically classified
in the same district as the abutting property, and the use district map shall be adjusted without further
procedure. If opposite sides of the street or alley are in different zones, the new boundary of the use
district shall be at the centerline of the former street or alley.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.30.080 - Savings.

In adopting this Chapter 21.30, it is the intention of the City Council that the use districts and use district
boundaries as first adopted herein shall be the same as those in effect on the date of adoption of the
Ordinance first codifying and adopting this Chapter 21.30, and should the provisions of this Chapter 21.30
be, for any reason, invalidated, voided or set aside, in whole or in part, it is the intention of the City Council
that the use districts and use district boundaries as they existed immediately prior to the adoption of this
Chapter 21.30 shall continue in full force and effect until they may thereafter be lawfully amended, revised
or repealed.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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CHAPTER 21.31 - RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

21.31.010 - Purpose.

The intent of this Chapter is to create, preserve and enhance residential areas for a range of housing types and lifestyles. These
regulations are directed toward minimizing conflicts and incompatibilities between mixed housing types and between the activities
which may occur within the various types of residential development. These regulations also serve to encourage the maintenance and
rehabilitation of existing residences and to ensure that new housing is an asset to existing neighborhoods.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.020 - Districts established.

Nineteen (19) residential zoning districts are established by this Chapter as follows:

The R-1-S District is a single-family residential district with small lots. The District recognizes the existing subdivision pattern and
is established to accommodate the requirements of a modern home on existing small lots. This Zone is only appropriate in high
open space amenity areas such as the Coastal Zone. This implements Land Use District No. 1 of the General Plan.
The R-1-M District is a single-family residential district with moderate sized lots. This District recognizes the difficulty of
developing odd sized and shaped parcels with normal sized lots. It also recognizes the City's objective of providing more
affordable ownership housing and the effect of lot size on housing costs. This District implements Land Use District No. 1 of the
General Plan.
The R-1-N District is a single-family residential district with standard lots. This District recognizes the outdoor lifestyle
characteristic of Southern California and is established to protect such areas from overcrowding and conversion to higher
densities. This implements Land Use District No. 1 of the General Plan.
The R-1-L District is a single-family residential district with large lots. This District recognizes the need for an open, uncrowded
living environment within metropolitan centers. This implements Land Use District No. 1 of the General Plan.
The R-1-T District is a single-family district of townhouses. It implements Land Use District No. 3A of the General Plan.
The R-2-S District is a two-family residential district with small lots. This District recognizes existing subdivision and use patterns
in distinct portions of the City and is established to accommodate such patterns without crowding and congestion. This Zone is
generally not suitable outside of the Coastal Zone. This Zone implements Land Use District No. 2 of the General Plan.
The R-2-I District is a two-family residential district with intensified development on the lots. This District recognizes existing
subdivision and use patterns in distinct portions of the City and allows an intensity of development appropriate only in areas
within immediate proximity to public open space. This Zone implements Land Use District No. 2 of the General Plan.
The R-2-N District is a two-family residential district with standard lots. This District recognizes the need for two-family,
moderate density housing with outdoor living space. This Zone implements Land Use District No. 2 of the General Plan.
The R-2-A District is a two-family residential district with standard lots. This District restricts one (1) unit to a small accessory
unit. This District recognizes the desire to maintain the existing character of a community by retaining single-family dwellings
while adding a second unit to the rear. This Zone implements Land Use District No. 2 of the General Plan.
The R-2-L District is a two-family residential district with large lots. It recognizes the use pattern of two-family dwellings in older,
large lot subdivisions. It also encourages the preservation of these neighborhoods and also provides opportunity for spacious,
well-designed, two-family developments. This Zone implements Land Use District No. 2 of the General Plan.
The R-3-S District is a three-family residential district. This District recognizes the constraints small lots place on multifamily
developments and the adverse consequences related to large scale multifamily development in existing neighborhoods of
single-family use. This Zone implements Land Use District No. 3B of the General Plan.
The R-3-4 district is a four-family residential district. The district recognizes the constraints lot size places on multifamily
development and the adverse consequences related to large scale multifamily uses development in single-family
neighborhoods.
The R-3-T district is a townhouse or row house residential district on small (especially shallow) lots. It is intended for residential
lots located along significant traffic arteries where a lot line to lot line, high lot coverage, inward-oriented dwelling is
appropriate. This district is typically appropriate in areas in transition from commercial to residential use. This implements land
use district No. 3A of the General Plan.
The R-4-R district is a moderate density, multifamily residential district with restrictions on building height. It is intended to
provide a moderate density use consistent in scale with existing older and lower density developments. The district is designed
to encourage full development in established moderate density neighborhoods. This implements land use district No. 3B of the
General Plan.
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The R-4-N district is a high density, multifamily residential district. It is intended to meet the demand of a broad segment of the
population which provides a diversity of housing choices. This implements land use district No. 4 of the General Plan.
The R-4-H district is a high-rise, high density, multifamily residential district. The district is intended to encourage residential
development with a distinctive urban living environment. This implements land use district No. 6 of the General Plan.
The RM district is a single-family residential district for mobile homes and manufactured housing. This district recognizes the
significant contribution that mobile home housing developments can make toward providing a diversity of housing choices.
This district is established to encourage such development on large sites. This implements land use district No. 2 of the General
Plan.
The R-4-U district is a high-density, multifamily residential district. It is intended to provide housing opportunities in an urban
context and design style to support downtown activity center employment with adjoining housing. This implements land use
district No. 5 of the General Plan.
The R-4-M district is a moderate density subdivided mobile home park development district. The district recognizes the wishes
of mobile home owners in rental mobile home parks to be given the opportunity to own the space on which their mobile home
is located. Such subdivisions of mobile home parks to resident ownership is encouraged by the State of California as an
appropriate method of preserving low-income housing stock.

(ORD-07-0019 § 5, 2007; Ord. C-6933 § 10, 1991; Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.030 - Site plan review.

Site plan review is required for all projects with five (5) or more units. This includes both new construction as well as additions to
projects of five (5) units or more (Division V of Chapter 21.25—Site Plan Review).

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.040 - Reclassi�cation of district.

The R-3-3 district is reclassified to become the R-3-S district. Any reference to either district shall be treated as a reference to the R-3-S
district. The R-3-L district is reclassified to become the R-4-R district. Any reference to either district shall be treated as a reference to the
R-4-R district.

(Ord. C-6933 § 11, 1991: Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.31.110 - Permitted uses.

Table 31-1 indicates all uses permitted (Y), not permitted (N), permitted by conditional use permit (C), permitted as an accessory use (A)
and permitted as a temporary use (T) in the residential zones. Permitted uses with an asterisk (*) are subject to special development
standards contained in Chapter 21.45 of this Title. Accessory uses, conditional uses and temporary uses also have special development
standards, as set forth in Chapters 21.51, 21.52 and 21.53, respectively.

(Ord. C-7247 § 8, 1994; Ord. C-6933 § 12, 1991; Ord. C-6895 § 8, 1991: Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.120 - Prohibited uses.

All uses not listed in Table 31-1 as permitted uses, conditional uses, accessory uses or temporary uses, including recreational or other
vehicles occupied as a dwelling unit, are prohibited in residential zone districts.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.31.201 - General provisions.

The development standards indicated in Tables 31-2 A and B shall apply to all structures in residential zones.

(Ord. C-7247 § 9, 1994; Ord. C-7064 § 4, 1992; Ord. C-7032 § 14, 1992; Ord. C-6963 § 1, 1992; Ord. C-6933 §§ 13, 14, 1991: Ord. C-6895 § 9, 1991: Ord. C-6822 § 7, 1990;
Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.205 - Units per lot and lot area per unit.

Table 31-2 indicates the maximum number of units permitted by each residential district and the required density (land area per unit).
The number of units shall not be subject to the standard variance provisions contained in this Title. In calculating the number of units
permitted on the site, the following rules shall apply:

Table 31-1

Uses in Residential Zones
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Residential
Zone District
Land Use

R-
1-
S

R-
1-
M

R-
1-
L

R-
1-
N

R-
1-T

R-
2-S

R-
2-I

R-
2-
L

R-
2-
N

R-
3-A

R-
3-
S

R-
3-
4

R-
4-
T

R-
4-
R

R-
4-
N

R-4-
H(d)

R-
4-
U

R-
M

R-
4-
M

Single-family
detached

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N

Single-family
attached

N N N N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N

Duplex N N N N Y(b) Y(b) Y Y Y Y(c) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N

Three-family
dwelling

N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y N N

Four-family
dwelling

N N N N N N N N N N Y Y N Y Y Y Y N N

Multi-family
dwelling

N N N N N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y Y N N

Townhouse N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N

Modular or
manufactured
housing unit
placed on a
permanent
foundation

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N N N N Y Y

Mobile home
park (as to
unsold spaces)
(see Section
21.52.243

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C Y

Subdivision of
existing mobile
home park (see
Section
21.52.244

C

Secondary
housing units
(see Section
21.51.275

N N A A N N N A A A A A A A A A A N N

Special group
residence
(senior citizen
housing,
handicapped
housing,
residential care
facility,
communal

N N N N N N N N N N N N N C C C C N N
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housing,
convalescent
hospital) (see
Section
21.52.271

Commercial
Uses

Bed and
breakfast inns
(see Section
21.52.209

N N N N N N N N N N N N AP AP AP AP AP N N

Office
commercial
(see Section
21.52.251

N N N N N N N N N N N N C C C Y(a) C N N

Residential
historic
landmark
buildings (see
Section
21.52.265.5

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N

Restaurant (see
Section
21.52.269

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N C C N N

Retail
commercial

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N Y(a) N N N

Through-block
commercial
(see Section
21.52.279

N N N C N N N N C N C C C C C C C C

Other Uses

Carnival, fiesta,
other outdoor
exhibition or
celebration
(see Section
21.53.109

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T N

Church (see
Section
21.51.213)

N N N C N N N N C C C C C C C C C N N

 

Table 31-1

Uses in Residential Zones
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Residential Zone
District Land Use

R-
1-
S

R-
1-
M

R-
1-
L

R-
1-
N

R-
1-
T

R-
2-
S

R-
2-I

R-
2-
L

R-
2-
N

R-
3-
A

R-
3-
S

R-
3-
4

R-
4-
T

R-
4-
R

R-
4-
N

R-4-
H(d)

R-
4-
U

R-
M

R-
4-
M

Common
recreational
facilities
(permitted only
for multi-family
developments
with 21 or more
units)

N N N N N N N N N N N N A A A A A A Y

Construction
trailer (see
Section 21.53.103

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T N

Courtesy parking
for nonresidential
use (see Section
21.52.221

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C A C C N

Child daycare
home - small or
large facility
 (1—14 persons)
  (see Section
21.51.230

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A N

Daycare center
(15 or more
persons) (see
Section 21.52.249

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C N

Detached
accessory room
(see Section
21.31.245

N N A A A N N A A A A A A A A A A N Y

Electrical
distribution
station (see
Section 21.52.223

N N N N N N N N N N N N C C C C C C N

Group home (1—
6 persons) (see
Section
21.15.1200

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Home occupation
(see Section
21.51.235

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A Y

Interim Parks
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 a.  Community
gardens (see
Section 21.52.260

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

 b.  Passive
parks (see Section
21.45.155

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

 c.  Playgrounds
(see Section
21.52.260

IP IP IP IP IP P IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP Y

 d.  Recreational
parks (see Section
21.52.260

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N

Private school
(elementary) (see
Section 21.52.263

N N N N N N N N N N N N C C C C C N N

Recreational
vehicles - parking
and storage (see
Section 21.41.276

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A Y

Room rentals (see
Section 21.51.270

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A Y

Sandwiched lot
development (see
Section 21.52.270

N N N C N N N N C C C C C N N N N N N

 

Table 31-1

Uses in Residential Zones

Residential Zone
District Land Use

R-
1-
S

R-
1-
M

R-
1-
L

R-
1-
N

R-
1-
T

R-
2-
S

R-
2-I

R-
2-
L

R-
2-
N

R-
3-
A

R-
3-
S

R-
3-
4

R-
4-
T

R-
4-
R

R-
4-
N

R-4-
H(d)

R-
4-
U

R-
M

R-
4-
M

Storage of chattel
(see Section
21.51.290

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Trailer or dwelling
unit used as home
sales office

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

Vehicle parking and
storage (see Section
21.41.281 and
21.41.283

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Wireless C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C
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telecommunications
facilities (see
Chapter 21.56

 

 

Abbreviations:

Y = Yes (permitted use).

N = Not permitted.

C = Conditional use permit required. Refer to provisions in Chapter 21.52

A = Accessory use. Permitted subject to provisions contained in Chapter 21.51

T = Temporary Use. Permitted subject to provisions contained in Chapter 21.53

AP = Administrative use Permit required. Refer to provisions in Chapter 21.52

IP = Interim park use permit required. Refer to provisions in Chapter 21.52

(a)  Retail and office commercial uses are subject to the development standards specified in Section 21.45.160

(b)  Unless the site can provide 4 independently accessible parking spaces, one unit is limited to 450 sq. ft. as a zero bedroom.

(c)  One unit shall not exceed 800 sq. ft. or 12 percent of lot area, whichever is greater. The 800 sq. ft. limit shall apply to the rear unit. If
both units exceed 800 sq. ft., the rear unit, or bottom unit in a stacked duplex, shall be considered the legal nonconforming unit.

(d)  For commercial uses permitted in the R-4-H zone see Section 21.45.160

(ORD-11-0011, § 1(Exh. A), 2011; ORD-07-0019 § 1, 2007; ORD-06-0058 § 1 (Att. 1), 2006; Ord. C-7629 § 3, 1999; Ord. C-7550 § 5, 1998; Ord. C-7399 § 3, 1996; Ord. C-
7378 §§ 3, 4, 1995)

Table 31-2A

Residential Development Standards

District Units
Per

Lot

Lot
Area
Per
Unit
(Sq.

Ft.)

Minimum
Lot Area
(Sq. Ft.)

(a,c)

Minimum
Lot Width
(Ft.)(a,c)

Minimum Yard
Setbacks

(Ft.)(j,l)

Maximum
Height(d,h)

Maximum
Lot

Coverage
(% of Lot)

Minimum
Usable
Open
Space

Per
Unit

Floor
Area
Ratio

Front Side Rear(k)

R-1-S 1 2,400 2,400 30 8(i) 3 8 24 ft./28 ft. N/A 6%(o) 1.2

R-1-M 1 3,600 3,600 40 8 4 8 25 ft. 2 St. N/A 6%(o) 0.67

R-1-N 1 6,000 6,000 50 20 4(b) 1st St.
10

25 ft. 2 St. 50% 16%(o) 0.6

2nd St.
30

R-1-L 1 12,000 12,000 60 20 6 30 25 ft. 2 St. 40% 23%(o) 0.6

R-1-T 1 3,000 3,000 25(g) 10 5 8 25 ft. 2 St. N/A 6%(o) 1.2

R-2-S 2 1,200 4,800 40 15(i) 3 10 24 ft./28 ft.
(e) 2 St.

N/A 2%(o) 1.3
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R-2-I 2 1,000 4,800 40 3(i) 3 8 32 ft./35 ft.
(e) 3 St.

N/A 2%(o) N/A

R-2-N 2 3,000 6,000 50 15 4(b) 20 25 ft. 2 St. 60% 6%(o) 0.60

R-2-
A(n)

2 3,000 6,000 50 15 4(b) 20 25 ft. 2 St. 60% 6%(o) 0.60

R-2-L 2 4,000 8,000 50 15 4 10 35 ft. 2 St. 40% 8%(o) N/A

R-3-S(l) 3 2,100 6,300 50 15 10%
(q)

20 25 ft. 2 St. N/A 250(p) N/A

R-3-4 4 1,700 4,500 50 15 10%
(q)

20 25 ft. 2 St. N/A 200(p) N/A

R-3-T(l) N/A See
Table
31-2B

3,000 25(g) 15 10%
(q)

20 28 ft.(f) 2
St.

N/A 250(p) N/A

R-4-R(l) N/A See
Table
31-2B

18,000 120 15 10%
(q)

20 28 ft. 2 St.
(f)

N/A 150(p) N/A

R-4-
N(l)

N/A See
Table
31-2B

18,000 120 15 10%
(q)
(r)

20(r) 38 ft.(f) 3
St.

N/A 150(p) N/A

R-4-
H(l)

N/A See
Table
31-2B

18,000 120 10(m) 10%
(q)
(r)

20(r) See Table
31-3A

50% 150(p) N/A

RM N/A 2,400 18,000 120 10 4 10 30 ft. 2 St. 65% 200(p) N/A

R-4-
U(l)

N/A See
Table
31-2B

22,500 180 10 10%
(q)
(r)

20(r) 65 ft.(f) 5
St.

N/A 150(p) 3.0

R-4-M 1 3,100
sq. ft.

3,100 sq.
ft.

32 ft. 0 ft. 5 ft. 3 ft. 20 ft. 75% 10% N/A

 

 

Abbreviations: Sq. Ft. = square feet; St. = story

NOTES: Table 31-2A, Residential Development Standards

(a)  If this lot size exceeds the standards for the neighborhood (as defined in the subdivision regulations), the standard of the
neighborhood may be used.

(b)  If a lot is 27 feet or less in width, see Subsection 21.31.215.F, special narrow lot standards.

(c)  These standards apply only to new subdivisions of land area. They do not apply to new construction on existing lots or to air
space divisions of existing lots.
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(d)  In general, height is measured to the midpoint of the roof (Section 21.15.1330—Definitions). However, in some zones, the
building height limit consists of 2 numbers. The first number indicates the height of the midpoint of roof, and second number
indicates height of building measured to peak of roof. A project shall conform to both standards.

(e)  An additional 2 feet may be permitted to accommodate access stairs to the roof.

(f)  See Section 21.31.220 for special height provisions.

(g)  New subdivisions, including corner lots, shall orient the lots to the side street.

(h)  For garages and other accessory structures, refer to Section 21.31.245 (Accessory structures).

(i)  Average setback may apply as outlined in Subsection 21.31.215.C (Front yard averaging).

(j)  Special standards apply for reverse corner lots as specified in Subsection 21.31.215.D (Rear yard).

(k)  The setback shall be measured from the centerline of an abutting alley where such exists. For shallow lots, see Special
Standards in Subsection 21.31.215.D.

(l)  If the garage takes direct access from the street, the garage shall be set back pursuant to Section 21.31.245.

(m)  Commercial uses—see Special Development Standard, Section 21.45.160.

(n)  One unit is limited to not more than 800 square feet or 12 percent of lot area, whichever is greater.

(o)  Percent of lot area per unit.

(p)  Square foot per unit. See Sections 21.31.230 (Usable Open Space) and 21.31.240 (Privacy Standards) for detailed standards.

(q)  The side yard setback is 10 percent of lot width on each side, but in no case shall the interior side yard setback be required to
exceed 10 feet (except as specified in footnote(s)). The side street side yard setback shall be 15 percent of lot width, but in no case
shall it be required to exceed 15 feet. Neither setback shall ever be less than 3 feet.

(r)  See Subsections 21.31.215.D.3 and 21.31.215.E.3, Special Side and Rear Yard Setback Restrictions.

(ORD-08-0020 § 3, 2008; ORD-07-0019 § 2, 2007; Ord. C-7633 § 30, 1999; Ord. C-7607 §§ 9, 10, 1999)

Table 31-2B

Residential Densities For Multi-family Districts

The density allowed shall be that provided in the row corresponding to the site width and area. If the site width and area are in ranges
located in different rows, then the higher of the two (2) densities is allowed.

District Site Area (Sq. Ft.) Site Width (Ft.) Permitted Density Sq. Ft. of
Site Area Per Unit

R-3-T 0—3,200 0—25 1 unit per lot

3,201—15,000 26—120 1 unit per 3,000 sq. ft.

15,001 or more 121 or more 1 unit per 2,400 sq. ft.

R-4-R 0—3,200 0—25 1 unit per lot

3,201—15,000 26—120 1 unit per 1,500 sq. ft.

15,001 or more 121 or more 1 unit per 1,450 sq. ft.

R-4-N 0—3,200 0—25 1 unit per lot

3,201—15,000 26—120 1 unit per 1,500 sq. ft.

15,001—22,500 121—180 1 unit per 1,200 sq. ft.

22,501 or more 181 or more 1 unit per 975 sq. ft.
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A.

B.

C.

A.

B.

C.

1.

2.
a.

b.

R-4-H 0—3,200 0—25 1 unit per lot

3,201—15,000 26—120 1 unit per 1,500 sq. ft.

15,001—22,500 121—180 1 unit per 1,200 sq. ft.

22,501 or more 181 or more See Table 31.3A

R-4-U 0—3,200 0—25 1 unit per lot

3,201—15,000 26—120 1 unit per 1,500 sq. ft.

15,001—22,500 121—180 1 unit per 975 sq. ft.

22,5001—30,000 181—240 1 unit per 500 sq. ft.

30,001 or more 241 or more 1 unit per 400 sq. ft.

R-4-M 3,100 sq. ft. min. 32 ft. min. 1 unit per lot

 

Net Lot Area. All densities are calculated on the basis of net lot area. This is the existing lot area minus any dedications for
public right-of-way (streets or alleys) to meet minimum City standards.
Fractional Densities. Fractional numbers of units shall not be counted in determining the number of units allowed on the site
except that at least one (1) unit shall be allowed on any legal or certified lot.
Narrow or Small Lots. Any lot which is twenty-five feet (25′) or less in width, or has a lot area of two thousand four hundred
(2,400) square feet or less (except in the R-2-I and R-2-S Zones) shall be permitted to contain only one (1) single-family
residence.

(ORD-07-0019 § 3, 2007; Ord. C-6895 § 10, 1991; Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.210 - Minimum lot area and lot width.

The minimum lot area and lot width indicated in Table 31-2A apply only to new subdivisions of land area. They do not apply to new
construction on existing lots or to air space subdivisions.

(Ord. C-7663 § 6, 1999: Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.215 - Yard requirements.

Yards shall be provided for the purpose of providing light, air, pedestrian and vehicular circulation, emergency access and general
aesthetic improvements. All lots shall have one (1) front yard and one (1) rear yard, with the exception of through lots, which may have
two (2) front yards and no rear yard. All other property lines for all lots shall be considered side property lines.

Measurements. All yard areas shall be measured as described in Chapter 21.15 (Definitions) of this Title. All yards shall be
measured after dedications or reservations for required rights-of-way.
Permitted Structures. Table 31-3 lists all the structures permitted to be placed in required yard areas provided the minimum
setback is maintained. No structures are permitted in a side yard if any structures are in the other side yard except projections
into a street side yard. This table does not restrict the location of the listed structures when they are located outside of a
required yard area. For garages in yard areas, see Section 21.31.245
Front Yards. Front yard depths shall conform to the standards specified in Table 31-2A, unless the following conditions apply to
a lot:

Key Lot. If the lot is a key lot, as defined in Chapter 21.15 (Definitions), and the abutting corner lot is built to the side yard
line, then the front yard of the key lot shall be one-half (½) of that required for the nearest interior lot in the same block
facing the same street. This is illustrated on Figure 31-1.
Through Lots.

If the lot is a through lot and adjoining lots face opposite street frontages, then the through lot shall be considered to
have two (2) front yards, and the front yards shall have the same required front yard setback as the adjacent zone
district (Figure 31-2).
If all lots in a block are through lots fronting in the same direction, then only one (1) front yard shall be required, and
the front yard shall be that one from which primary pedestrian access is taken along the entire block (Figure 31-2).
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Table 31-3

Permitted Projections and Structures in Required Yards

Structure Front(a)
Maximum Projection

Into the Required
Front Yard

Side(b)
Minimum Distance to
Interior Side Property

Line

Rear(c)
Minimum Distance to

Rear Property Line

Street Side(b)
Maximum Projection
into Street Side Yard

Antennas Not permitted Property line Property line Not permitted

Architectural
protrusions

2 ft. 6 in. 2 ft. 6 in. 3 ft. 2 ft. 6 in. or ½ the
required setback,
whichever is less

Awnings 2 ft. 6 in. 2 ft. 6 in. 3 ft. 2 ft. 6 in.

Balconies 5 ft. or ½ the
required setback,
whichever is less

2 ft. 6 in. 3 ft. 5 ft. or ½ the
required setback,
whichever is less

Single-family

Multi-family

Barbecues (not
exceed 6 ft. 6 in. in
height)

Not permitted Property line Property line Property line

Basement Not permitted Same as principal
structure

Same as principal
structure

Same as principal
structure

Bay windows

R-1 and R-2 2 ft. 6 in. 3 ft. 3 ft. 2 ft. 6 in. or ½ the
required setback,
whichever is less

R-3 and R-4 2 ft. 6 in. 4 ft. 15 ft.

Carports Not permitted 3 ft. to column, 2 ft. 6
in. to eave or roof

overhang

3 ft. to column, 2 ft. 6
in. to eave or roof

overhang

Not permitted

Chimney (maximum
5 ft. width)

2 ft. 6 in. 2 ft. 6 in. 3 ft. 2 ft. 6 in.

Cornices, eaves, and
roof overhangs

2 ft. 6 in. 2 ft. 6 in. 3 ft. 2 ft. 6 in.

Decks above grade
with open guard rail
(no roof deck)

5 ft. 3 ft. 3 ft. 5 ft. or ½ the
required setback,
whichever is less

Decks at grade (no
higher than 30 in.
above grade)

Property line Property line Property line Property line



Detached accessory
structures

Not permitted See Section
21.31.245

See Section
21.31.245

Not permitted

Electrical
transformers

(d) Property line(d) Property line (d)

Fences See Table 43-1 See Table 43-1 See Table 43-1 See Table 43-1

Ground mounted air
conditioners

Not permitted 3 ft. 3 ft. Property line, with
screening

Lamppost Property line Property line Property line Property line

Patio covers 5 ft. or /  the
required setback,

whichever is less, to
column

3 ft. to column, 2 ft. 6
in. to eave or roof

overhang

3 ft. to column, 2 ft. 6
in. to eave or roof

overhang

5 ft. or /  the
required setback,
whichever is less

Pool equipment Not permitted Property line Property line Property line, with
screening

Porches 5 ft. or /  the
required setback,

whichever is less, to
column

3 ft. to column, 2 ft. 6
in. to eave or roof

overhang

3 ft. to column, 2 ft. 6
in. to eave or roof

overhang

5 ft. or /  the
required setback,
whichever is less

Porte cochere (over
circular drive)

Permitted by site plan review only

Roof deck(c) Not permitted Not permitted 3 ft. Not permitted

Semi-subterranean
garage (not to
exceed 4 ft. above
grade)

Not permitted See Section
21.31.245

See Section
21.31.245

Not permitted

Solar collector Not permitted Property line Property line Not permitted

Stairway landings
(exterior) (c)

Not permitted more
than 2 ft. 6 in. above

grade

3 ft. 3 ft. Not permitted more
than 2 ft. 6 in. above

grade

Utility enclosures and
equipment (includes
water heaters,
electrical panels, gas,
and water meters)

Not permitted 2 ft. 6 in. 3 ft. Not permitted

Wall returns See Table 43-1 Fences

Window-mounted air
conditioners

Not permitted 2 ft. 6 in. 3 ft. Not permitted

Wing walls Permitted by site plan review only
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1
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1
2

1
2
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Footnotes:

(a)  In the R-2-I Zone, permitted structures may extend to within 6 in. of the front property line.

(b)  A side property line abutting an alley, public waterway, or public property other than a street shall be considered an interior side
property line.

(c)  Decks above grade, roof decks, and stairway railing shall not exceed the applicable building/structure height limit (measured to the
railing) for the applicable zoning district.

(d)  Transformers are allowed in front yard and street side yards only on lots without alleys, and only if the transformer is painted to
match the building, is screened by a 3 ft. solid wall or hedge, and is located as far as possible on the lot. The utility company's design for
the electric system, including locations and aesthetic treatment, shall be in accordance with the regulations of the Public Utilities
Commission of the State of California.

(Ord. C-7663 § 31, 1999: Ord. C-7378 § 5, 1995)

Figure 31-1

FRONT YARD SETBACK EXCEPTION

Section 21.31.215(C)-Key Lot- 
If the lot is a key lot and the abutting corner lot is built to the side yard line, then the front yard of the key lot shall be one-half
of that required for the nearest interior lot in the same block facing the same street.

Figure 31-2

FRONT YARDS ON THROUGH LOTS

Section 21.31.215(C)2a— 
If the lot is a through lot and adjoining lots face opposite street frontages, then the through lots shall be considered to have
two front yards, and the front yards shall have the same required front yard setback as the adjacent zone district

Section 21.31.215(C)2b—Through Lot 
If all lots in a block are through lots fronting the same direction, then only one front yard shall be required, and the front yard
shall be that one from which primary pedestrian access is taken along the entire block face.

Averaging in R-1-S, R-2-S and R-2-I Districts. If one or both adjoining lots encroach in the front yard setback in the R-1-S, R-2-S
and R-2-I districts, then the front yard setback shall be established by the average setback of adjoining lots. If the subject lot
adjoins a vacant lot, street or alley on one side, that side shall be considered a lot with no yard encroachment. Projections shall
not be considered encroachments.
Garages. Garages are subject to the front yard setback requirements specified in Section 21.31.245 of this Chapter.
Parking Prohibited. Parking in the front yard setback is prohibited, except as provided in Section 21.41.276, recreational
vehicles, or Section 21.41.281, vehicle parking in setbacks.

Rear Yards. Rear yard depths shall conform to the standards specified in Chapter 21.31, Table 31-2, unless the conditions outlined
in Section 21.31.215(D) apply. For triangular or gore-shaped lots, the rear lot line shall be established as provided for in the
definition of rear lot line in Chapter 21.15 (Definitions) of this Title.

Reverse Corner Lots. The rear yard setback for a reversed corner lot shall be the same as the side yard setback.
Shallow Lots. On lots less than one hundred feet (100') in depth, the following special standards shall apply:

In the R-1-S, R-1-M, R-2-S and R-2-l districts, the rear setback may be reduced to ten percent (10%) of lot depth, but not less
than five feet (5');
In the R-1-L and R-2-L districts, the rear setback may be reduced to thirty percent (30%) of lot depth, but not less than
fifteen feet (15');
In the R-1-N district, the rear setback may be reduced to ten percent (10%) of lot depth on the first story and thirty percent
(30%) on the second story;
In all other zones, the rear setback may be reduced to twenty percent (20%) of lot depth, but not less than ten feet (10').
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c.
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a.

b.

c.
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Buffers. In R-4-N, R-4-H, R-4-U districts and commercial zones which allow multifamily residential development, on sites
adjoining, abutting or adjacent to R-1, R-2, or R-3 districts, a buffer setback facing the R-1, R-2 or R-3 district is required as
follows:

The minimum building setback shall be:

BUILDING STORY SETBACK*

Two-story or less (excluding mezzanine of the 2nd story and not to exceed 25′ in
height)

20′

Third story (and 2nd story mezzanine) 30′

Fourth story or more 40′

 

*  This setback is measured from the property line or from the centerline of the abutting alley.

If a building facing low-density residential and exceeding twenty-five feet (25') in height and fifty feet (50') in length, at least
one-half (½) of such building facade shall be setback forty feet (40') from the property line.
Within the required setback area, a five foot (5') wide planter strip containing a solid screen of trees planted ten feet (10') or
closer on center shall be provided along the property line.
No continuous building wall shall extend eighty-four feet (84') in length without recess of the building. This recess shall be
at least ten feet (10') in each dimension.

Side Yards. Side yards shall be required as set forth in Subsection 21.31.215.E, provided that:
Zero Side Yard. One (1) zero side yard is permitted in the R-1-M, R-1-T, and R-3-T districts, subject to the following provisions:

The side yard opposite the zero side yard shall be equal to or greater than twice the required width of an individual side
yard for the zone;
Any structure on the property adjoining the zero side yard shall not be less than eight feet (8') from the proposed zero lot
line structure.

Double Zero Side Yard. A double zero side yard is permitted in the R-1-T and R-3-T districts, provided that:
No principal use structure on an adjoining lot lies within six feet (6') of any lot line proposed as a zero lot line, unless that
structure is also a zero lot line building;
A street or alley or private access driveway exists at the rear of the lot; and
Not more than one hundred fifty feet (150') of a continuous building is created parallel to the front lot line.

Buffers. In R-4-N, R-4-H and R-4-U districts and commercial zones which allow multifamily residential development, on sites
adjoining, abutting or adjacent to R-1, R-2, or R-3 districts, a buffer setback facing the R-1, R-2 or R-3 district is required as
follows:

The minimum building setback shall be:

BUILDING STORY SETBACK*

Two-story or less (excluding Mezzanine of the 2nd story and not to exceed 25′ in
height)

20′

Third story (and 2nd story mezzanine) 30′

Fourth story or more 40′

 

*  This setback is measured from the property line or from the centerline of the abutting alley.

If a building facing low-density residential and exceeding twenty-five feet (25') in height and fifty feet (50') in length, at least
one-half (½) of such building facade shall be set back forty feet (40') from the property line.
Within the required setback area, a five foot wide (5′) planter strip containing a solid screen of trees planted ten feet (10′) or
closer shall be provided along the property line.
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No continuous building wall shall extend eighty-four feet (84′) in length without recess of the building. This recess shall be
at least ten feet (10′) in each dimension.

Side Yards on Narrow Lots. In specific areas of the City, existing lots located in the R-1-N, R-1-M, R-2-N and R-2-A zone districts
have widths which are narrower than the required minimum widths indicated in Table 31-2. The following special side yard
standards are established for lots less than twenty-seven feet (27′) in width in the R-1-N, R-1-M, R-2-N and R-2-A districts:

Site Plan Review Required. Any developer proposing to construct a new dwelling unit or an addition greater than four
hundred fifty (450) square feet in size to an existing dwelling located on a lot less than twenty-seven feet (27′) in width in the
noted zoning districts must have the plans approved through site plan review. The site plan review process shall ensure that
such development:

Does not reduce light and air to neighboring properties;
Minimizes curb cuts and the development of front yard areas with driveways;
Minimizes the loss of privacy on adjacent properties;
Maximizes the window area from primary rooms facing on the street; and
Maintains quality residential development.

Minimum Side Yard. For development on a narrow lot, the minimum yard area shall be three feet (3′).
Lots With Access From Alley. If the lot abuts an alley, garage access shall be taken from that alley.

Corner Cutoff. A corner cutoff shall be required in all residential districts at all intersections of streets, driveways, or alleys. Nothing
shall be erected or allowed to grow within the corner cutoff in such a manner as to impede visibility or accessibility from three feet
to eight feet (3′ to 8′) in height. Corner cutoffs shall be a minimum of six feet by six feet (6′ × 6′). Chain link and wrought iron fences
higher than three feet (3′) are allowed in corner cutoffs.

(Ord. C-7326 § 9, 1995; Ord. C-7247 §§ 10, 11, 1994; Ord. C-7032 §§ 15—18, 1992; Ord. C-6933 § 15, 1991: Ord. C-6895 § 11, 1991; Ord. C-6822 § 8, 1990: Ord. C-6684 §
41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.220 - Height limits.

Measurement. A measurement of height shall use the definition of height contained in Section 21.15.1330
Exceptions. The height limitations specified in Table 31-2A shall apply to all elements and equipment on a building, except as
follows:

Chimneys and vent pipes shall be allowed to exceed the applicable height limit by two feet (2′) (when required to exceed roof
height by the Uniform Building, Plumbing and Mechanical Codes).
Flagpoles, when placed on the roof of a building, may exceed the height of the building by ten feet (10′). When placed on the
ground, flagpoles shall not exceed sixty feet (60′) in height.
Television or radio receiving or transmitting antenna(s) may exceed the applicable height limit according to the provisions
contained in Section 21.46.060 (Radio and television antennas).
Solar collectors may exceed the applicable height limit.
The following rooftop elements and equipment in the R-4 zones may extend up to ten feet (10′) above the building height:

Rooftop stair and elevator penthouse enclosures;
Rooftop heating and air conditioning equipment and ducts; and
Rooftop safety rails, spas, tubs, barbecues, wet bars, patio covers and similar nonportable rooftop amenities.

R-4-H Height Incentive. In the R-4-H zone, the height limit shall be as shown in Table 31-3A. Both the minimum lot width and
the minimum height must be achieved before the density is allowed to exceed the R-4-N density.
Any densities over R-4-N densities in the R-4-H zone are only allowed in true high-rise buildings utilizing the full high-rise
package of features required in the Uniform Building Code.

(Ord. C-6933 § 17, 1991: Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.225 - Lot coverage.

Lot coverage shall conform to the standards specified in Table 31-2. The actual garage area up to four hundred (400) square feet per
unit, and up to six hundred (600) square feet for a single-family dwelling, shall be exempt from lot coverage.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.230 - Usable open space.

Usable open space in terms of square feet per dwelling unit shall be provided as indicated in Table 31-2A. In R-3 and R-4 zones, each
dwelling unit shall provide fifty percent (50%) of the open space as common open space and fifty percent (50%) as private open space,
subject to the following standards. Indoor recreational space may be substituted for common usable open space.

Open Space Dimensions. Table 31-4 specifies the minimum open space dimensions for both common and private open space
areas.
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C.

Combining Usable Open Space and Pedestrian Access. If the total width of the usable open space is eighteen feet (18′) or
wider, any pedestrian path incorporated into open space design may be considered usable open space.
Screening of Open Space. Private usable open space areas shall be screened as specified in Table 31-5.

Table 31-3A

R-4-H Height Incentive

Lot
Width

Density Height
Minimum

Height
Maximum

0—180 See Table 31-1B 5 stories—(65′)

181—250 140/acre (1/310 SF) 8 stories 14 stories

251—300 175/acre (1/250 SF) 14 stories 17 stories

301—375 215/acre (1/200 SF) 17 stories 20 stories

376+ 250/acre (1/175 SF) 20 stories 24 stories

 

Table 31-4

Usable Open Space Dimensions

Type of Usable
Open Space

Minimum
Length

Minimum
Width

Minimum
Height

Minimum
Area in
Square

Feet

1. Common 12′ 12′ As specified in UBC
for habit-able

overhead height

150

2. Private

 R-1 and R-2 zones 5′ 5′ Same as above 50

 R-3 and R-4 8′ 8′ Same as above 80

 

Abbreviation: UBC—Uniform Building Code

Table 31-5

Screening of Open Space

The Area From Which
Open Space Must Be Screened

Screen Height

1. Common open space 4′0″

2. Corridors 4′0″

3. Streets or other public right-of-way 3′0″



D.
1.

2.

A.
B.

C.

A.

B.

C.
1.

2.
a.
b.
c.

4. Units on same level 4′0″

5. Units across interior side yard 4′0″

 

Recreational Amenities. Any development shall provide on-site recreational amenities. Such amenities shall include:
For projects of twenty-one (21) or more units, a recreation room of three hundred (300) or more square feet, furnished with
recreational facilities, a swimming pool, or such other recreational amenities as play equipment or other facilities directed
to a specific demographic section of the housing market when judged to be of equivalent value by the Site Plan Review
Committee.
Adequate planter top area for seating not less than eighteen inches (18″) and not more than twenty-four inches (24″) in
height, or equivalent bench seating, shall be provided.

(Ord. C-7550 § 6, 1998; Ord. C-6933 §§ 18, 19, 1991: Ord. C-6822 § 9, 1990; Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.235 - Floor area ratio.

The maximum ratio of building floor area to lot size shall be as specified in Table 31-2. For calculating residential floor area, the total
area within a building shall include stairway and elevators on all floors.

Basements. Basements and open areas shall not be calculated in residential floor area.
Open Room. If outdoor roof deck or balcony is enclosed on all sides by parapet, solid railing or building wall greater than three
feet, six inches (3′6″) in height, such open area shall be calculated in residential floor area.
Garages. The actual garage up to four hundred (400) square feet per unit and up to six hundred (600) square feet for a single-
family dwelling shall be excluded from the calculation of floor area. Floor area above the garage is not excluded.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.240 - Privacy standards.

Applicability. Privacy standards shall apply to all residential development of five (5) units or more requiring site plan review. In
applicable cases, the privacy standards shall apply to all residential occupancy areas, as defined by the Uniform Building Code.
Standards. The privacy standards in Table 31-6 apply to the shortest horizontal distance between the specified window and the
specified property line, or to the window or wall of another unit in the same project. Each unit in a project must meet these
standards in each room.
Definitions.

The measurements indicated in Table 31-6 are "line-of-sight" measurements from window to window, taken from the middle of
the window.
The following are considered "blank walls":

Garden walls four feet (4′) or more in height;
Frosted glass, stained glass or similar translucent but nontransparent materials; and
Windows with a lower sill not less than five feet, six inches (5′6″) above the finished floor level.

Table 31-6

Privacy Standards

On-site At Property Line

Primary
Room-
Largest
Window

Secondary
Room-
Largest
Window

Blank
Wall

Public
Corridor

Interior
Front

Side Rear Street
Side

Primary
Room- The
largest
window-R-
3, R-4

45 ft. 30 ft. 20 ft. 8 ft. Frontyard
setback

20 ft. 20 ft. *

Secondary 30 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft. 0 ft. Frontyard 5 ft. 20 ft. *



3.

4.
5.

D.

A.

B.
C.

D.

E.

F.

A.

1.
a.

b.

c.

Room- The
largest
window-R-
3, R-4

setback

Blank wall-
R-3 R-4

20 ft. 15 ft. 5 ft. 0 ft. Frontyard
setback

5 ft. 10 ft. *

 

* Fifteen percent of lot width but not less than 10 ft., nor greater than 15 ft.

(Ord. C-7378 § 8, 1995)

The primary room means a living room, dining room or family room. Where an open floor area plan combines the living and
dining rooms, the living/dining room shall be considered one (1) room.
All rooms not defined above as a primary room shall be considered a secondary room.
In the case where windows in one (1) room are of equal size, either window may be selected by the builder as the largest
window.

Public Corridors. Public circulation corridors may be located within window-to-window or window-to-wall spacing distances.
However, such corridors shall also have a minimum privacy spacing distance from primary and secondary windows as established
in Table 31-6.

(Ord. C-7378 § 6, 1995; Ord. C-7032 § 19, 1992; Ord. C-6933 §§ 20, 21, 1991; Ord. C-6822 § 10, 1990; Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.242 - Minimum courtyard dimensions.

The courtyard provision is intended to create an attractive and comfortable on-site open space area in order to enable residents to
enjoy outdoor living and recreational activities. Courtyard designs shall conform to the standards as specified. Exception to the
minimum dimension requirement may be granted through the site plan review process only if the Site Plan Review Committee or the
Planning Commission finds that the alternative design improves the overall quality of the development and meets the intent of the
courtyard provision. Standards are as follows:

The minimum dimension (width and depth) of any courtyard shall be equal to the same measurement as the height of the
enclosing courtyard building walls (one-to-one ratio), but shall not be required to exceed fifty-five feet (55′);
The height of the building wall shall be measured from the courtyard elevation to the roof eaves of the enclosing building;
The courtyard dimension is a measurement of the usable open space between two (2) building walls, or to a property line. If
balconies or corridors project into a courtyard, the dimension shall be measured from the edge of balconies or corridors;
Special incentive is provided to encourage courtyards which are visibly open to the street. If fifty percent (50%) of the courtyard
width is open to the street, special measurement provision shall apply (See Fig. 21-1);
If the enclosing walls terrace back with succeeding stories, the courtyard dimension may be reduced but shall not be less than
the lowest enclosing walls; and
The courtyard dimensions set forth in this Section apply only to projects requiring site plan review.

(Ord. C-7032 § 20, 1992; Ord. C-6933 § 44, 1991)

21.31.245 - Accessory structures.

Attached and detached accessory structures shall be subject to the development standards indicated in Table 31-3 and as otherwise
specified in this Section. Where no specific development standard is indicated, the standards for principal structures shall apply.

Garages. This Subsection establishes the development standards for the location, height and size of a garage. The required
number of parking spaces, parking stall size, turning radius and other parking standards are specified in Chapter 21.41 (Off-
Street Parking and Loading Requirements) of this Title.

Setbacks.
If the garage takes direct access from a street, the garage shall be set back twenty feet (20′) from the street property
line. If the garage door does not face the street, the setback shall be the same as required for principal use structures.
In the rear half of a lot, a garage may be located directly on the rear property line and on one (1) side property line,
provided the other side yard is at least three feet (3′) wide (except for permitted projections, see Table 31-3). Otherwise,
the standards for setbacks of the principal use structures shall apply. Garages shall not be allowed in street side yard of
a corner lot.
In the R-1-L Zone, the garage shall be set back fifty feet (50′) from the street property line.
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Size. Garages for single-family residences shall not exceed seven hundred (700) square feet in size and for two-family
residences, shall not exceed one thousand one hundred (1,100) square feet in size.
Height. No garage shall exceed one-story and thirteen feet (13′) in height. Mezzanines and lofts shall not be permitted.
Other Uses in Garage. Laundry facilities, work benches and similar uses may be located in the garage, provided such uses
do not encroach into the required parking area. If such a use or room is separated from the parking area in the garage by a
solid wall, the room shall be considered an additional accessory structure and shall conform to applicable standards
specified in Subsection 21.31.245.C of this Title.
Garages In R-3 and R-4 Zones. Garages in R-3 and R-4 Zoning Districts, for projects with three (3) or more units on a lot,
shall conform to the standards set forth in Table 31-7. For projects with one (1) or two (2) units on a lot, the standards of
this Subsection 21.31.245.A shall apply.

Common recreational room or buildings shall be permitted only in multifamily residential developments containing twenty-one
(21) or more dwelling units, unless otherwise permitted by site plan review. Such rooms shall be developed in accordance with
the following standards:

Setbacks. Street, front, side and rear yard setbacks shall be the same as those established by Subsection 21.31.245.A.1 for
garages in the R-3 and R-4 Districts.
Size. The size of such rooms shall be limited to five hundred (500) square feet. Larger sizes may be approved through the
site plan review process.

Other Attached and Detached Accessory Buildings and Structures. All other permitted attached and detached accessory
buildings shall be developed in accordance with the following standards:

Use. An attached and detached accessory building shall be used as a workshop for noncommercial hobbies or amusement;
for artistic endeavors; for storage; or for other similar purposes customarily related to a residential use. These structures
shall not contain bathing or cooking facilities and shall not be utilized as "dwelling units" (as defined in Section 21.15.910);
Location. An attached or detached accessory building shall be located only in the rear half of a lot. The building may be
built directly on the rear property line and on one (1) side property line, provided the other side yard is at least three feet
(3′) wide and has no structures or projections located in it and the structure is not located in the street side yard of a corner
lot;
Size. Such buildings shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet or five percent (5%) of the lot area in size, whichever
is smaller;
Height. No detached accessory building shall exceed one-story and thirteen feet (13′) in height. Mezzanines and lofts shall
not be permitted; and
Prohibited in R-1-S, R-1-M, R-2-S and R-2-I Zones. Detached accessory buildings are prohibited in R-1-S, R-1-M, R-2-S and
R-2-I Zones.

Radio and Television Antennas. Development standards are contained in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards).
Swimming Pools and Spas. Development standards are contained in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards).
Trash Receptacles. Trash receptacles shall be provided as follows:

One to Three Units. Adequate receptacles shall be provided for each unit.
Four or More Units. Common trash areas shall be provided in sufficient quantity to accommodate all refuse generated.
Trash receptacle enclosures shall be provided as indicated in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards).

(Ord. C-7663 § 7, 1999; Ord. C-7378 § 7, 1995; Ord. C-7326 § 10, 1995; Ord. C-7247 § 12, 1994; Ord. C-7032 §§ 21, 22, 1992; Ord. C-6933 § 22, 1991; Ord. C-6822 § 11,
1990: Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 31-7

Garages in R-3 and R-4 Zone Districts

Setbacks (a,*):

Type of Garage Front/Side Street Side/Rear(**) Maximum Height

1. On grade 30′ from street property
line(s) and shall be

screened by residential use
from all street frontages

In the front half of the lot:
no projections into the

required yard. In the rear
half of the lot: 5′ from

property line

Projecting into required
yard area-13′. Outside of
required yard area-same

as principal structure

2. Semi-subterranean Required yard area*** Same as on-grade garage Not to exceed 4′ above
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grade***

3. Subterranean Required yard area*** Same as on-grade garage Below grade

 

 

a.  For developments of 1 or 2 units on a lot, refer to Subsection 21.31.245.A.

*  For 3 or more units, no vehicle shall be permitted to back into the street.

**  Along the interior property lines, a minimum of 5 feet landscaping buffer shall be provided in accordance with Section 21.42.040
(landscaping standards).

***  Through a site plan review process, a subterranean garage may be permitted to project into a portion of the required front or side
street setback area. Further, the SPR process can be utilized to increase the maximum height of semi-subterranean garages.

(Ord. C-7326 § 11, 1995)

21.31.250 - Pedestrian access.

In the R-1-T, R-3 and R-4 zones, the following pedestrian access requirements shall apply:

Front Entry. Every building shall have a covered front entryway developed in accordance with the following standards:
Orientation. The front entry shall face the front property line or on a corner lot, the side street property line.
Size. The entry shall be at least eight-feet-wide (8′).
Walkway. A decorative paved walkway, separated from and not crossing the driveway, shall be provided between the entry
and the public right-of-way.

Elevators. At least one elevator shall be provided in each multi-family building containing twenty-one (21) or more units, where
some of those units have primary accesses only to the third-story or higher stories.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.255 - Design, treatment and �nish.

The following design standards shall apply to all single-family detached and attached dwelling units unless, through site plan review, the
Site Plan Review Committee or the Planning Commission finds variation from these standards to be appropriate.

Unit Size. All single-family dwellings shall be at least sixteen-feet-wide (16′).
Roof Material. No single-family dwelling shall have metallic or metallic-looking roofing materials.
Siding. No single-family dwelling shall have metallic or metallic-looking siding.
Style. Buildings in the R-1-T and R-3-T districts shall maintain a design style consistent with the style of the adjoining
neighborhood.
Side-By-Side Residential Units. Two-on-a-lot projects where the units are arranged side-by-side (see Section 21.15.2488) shall
not be permitted in the R-2-N zone unless approved by the Planning Commission through site plan review.

(Ord. C-7550 § 7, 1998: Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.260 - Distance between buildings.

Two (2) or more detached principal use buildings on the same lot shall have a minimum separation of eight feet (8′).

(Ord. C-7032 § 23, 1992: Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.265 - Mechanical equipment screening on rooftops.

Mechanical equipment on rooftops shall be screened as follows to improve aesthetic qualities and to prevent unauthorized access into a
building.

R-4-H, PD Zones. In the R-4-H and PD zones which allow high-rise development, all rooftop-mounted equipment (except solar
collectors, heater and plumbing vents, passive air vents, roof hatches and rain gutters) shall be screened from public view both
at grade and from higher buildings. The Director of Planning and Building shall review all screening for compliance with these
provisions.
R-4-R, R-4-N, R-4-U and PD Zones. In the R-4-R, R-4-N and R-4-U zones, and in PD zones planned for low-rise development, all
rooftop-mounted mechanical equipment (except solar collectors, heating and plumbing vents, passive air vents, roof hatches
and rain gutters) shall be screened from public view by solid screening devices at least as high as the equipment being
screened.
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D.

E.

F.

A.

B.

C.

Materials and Design. All screening devices shall be of a material requiring minimal maintenance. Wood generally shall not be
used. All screening devices shall be well integrated into the design of the building through such items as parapet walls, false
roofs or equipment rooms. Louvered designs are acceptable if consistent with building design style.
Substitutions. Well planned, compact, architecturally integrated rooftop equipment may be substituted for screening with the
approval of the Director of Planning and Building.
Secured. All rooftop mechanical equipment shall be secured from unauthorized entry to the satisfaction of the Director of
Planning and Building.
Fire Rings. Rooftop fire rings shall be prohibited in all residential zones.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.270 - Utility meters screening.

All utility meters shall be fully screened from view from a public right-of-way. If enclosed in cabinets visible from public rights-of-way,
exterior cabinet surfaces shall be finished in materials matching the primary or accent materials of the building. The utility company's
design of the electric system, including locations and aesthetic treatment, shall be in accordance with the regulations of the Public
Utilities Commission of the State of California.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.275 - Undergrounding of utilities.

All projects requiring site plan review shall provide for the ability to connect the building to any future undergrounding of utilities
that may occur in the block. Such provisions shall include a vacant duct to the appropriate feed point for the underground
connection.
The utility company's design of the electric system, including locations and aesthetic treatment, shall be in accordance with the
regulations of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California.
All projects requiring site plan review shall underground all overhead utility service to the site. In lieu of such undergrounding, the
project developer may pay an in-lieu fee to the Department of Public Works for use in undergrounding within the applicable district.
Such districts shall be established within one (1) year of the effective date of this Section and separate funds established for each
district. The in-lieu fee shall be established based on the average per-foot cost of undergrounding established by the City Engineer
and applied to the linear footage of the project site.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.280 - O�-street parking and loading requirements.

Parking and loading areas shall be provided as required in Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.285 - Landscaping requirements.

All lots in residential districts shall be landscaped as provided for in Chapter 21.42 (Landscaping Standards) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.290 - Fences and garden walls.

Fences and garden walls are permitted accessory structures subject to the development standards contained in Chapter 21.43 (Fences
and Garden Walls) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.295 - On-premises signs.

On-site signs are permitted accessory structures subject to the development standards contained in Chapter 21.44 (On-Premises Signs)
of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.31.299 - Right-of-way dedications and improvements.

Public rights-of-way shall be reserved, dedicated and improved as provided for in Chapter 21.47 (Dedication, Reservation and
Improvement of Public Rights-of-Way) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 41 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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B.
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3.

C.

1.

2.

3.

4.

D.

CHAPTER 21.32 - COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS

21.32.010 - Purpose.

The commercial districts are established to create, preserve and enhance areas for a variety of commercial activity.
The intent of this Chapter is to assure the compatible and mutually beneficial interaction of commercial uses with
residential consumers, industrial suppliers, and the transportation system that ties all of the uses together.

(Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.020 - Districts established.

Twelve (12) commercial districts are established by this Chapter as follows:

Commercial Zoning Districts Of General Applicability.
The CO-Office Commercial District permits mixed residential and commercial uses along major arterial
routes. This District implements Land Use District No. 8M of the General Plan.
The CH-Highway Commercial District preserves and enhances areas for automobile-oriented commercial
uses. The District recognizes the need for many commercial uses to have large frontages and high
visibility along major highways. This District implements Land Use District No. 8A of the General Plan.
The CT-Tourist and Entertainment Commercial District creates, preserves and enhances areas for the
development of a major tourist and entertainment industry for the City. The District recognizes that such
areas have special requirements for intense and unique uses, transportation linkages, and aesthetically
pleasing environments.

Neighborhood Commercial Zoning Districts. The Neighborhood Commercial Zoning District provides small
scale, neighborhood compatible uses. Scale is determined by the size of adjoining residential uses, the
commercial lot size and the commercial street width. Special scale restrictions apply in these districts. There
are three (3) types of Neighborhood Commercial Districts:

The Neighborhood Pedestrian (CNP) District is oriented towards serving pedestrians with buildings
located at the front setback and parking behind the buildings.
The Neighborhood Automobile-Oriented (CNA) District is auto-oriented with buildings set back from the
front property line and parking located between the building and the street.
The Neighborhood Commercial and Residential (CNR) District is a mixed-use district permitting small
scale commercial uses and/or moderate density residential development at R-3-T densities.

Community Commercial Zoning Districts. The Community Commercial Zoning Districts provide medium
scale uses which may require buffering to ensure compatibility with adjacent neighborhood uses. These
districts are located on major or minor arterials, located on larger lot sizes and adjoining larger scale
residential neighborhood uses or are buffered from smaller scale residential neighborhoods. There are four
(4) types of Community Commercial Districts:

The Community Automobile-Oriented (CCA) District permits retail and service uses for an entire
community including convenience and comparison shopping goods and associated services.
The Community Pedestrian-Oriented (CCP) District permits retail and service uses with a development
character where buildings are built to the street property line and parking is to the side or the rear.
The Community R-4-R (CCR) District is similar to the Community Auto-Oriented District, but also permits
moderate density residential development at R-4-R densities.
The Community R-4-N (CCN) District is similar to the Community Auto-Oriented District, but also permits
medium density residential development at R-4-N densities.



1.

E.

Regional Commercial Zoning District. The Regional Commercial District provides for large scale, mixed uses
on large sites in activity centers. These sites are located on major arterial streets and regional traffic corridors.
There is one (1) type of Regional Scale Zone:

The Regional Highway District (CHW) is a commercial use district for mixed scale commercial uses located
along major arterial streets and regional traffic corridors. Residential use is not permitted.

Commercial Storage Zoning District. The Commercial Storage (CS) District encourages storage uses in areas
which are particularly difficult to use due to parcel shape, access, adverse environmental conditions, or in
areas where parcels are needed to form a buffer from incompatible uses.

(Ord. C-7663 § 8, 1999: Ord. C-7047 § 7, 1992: Ord. C-6933 §§ 23, 24, 1991; Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.030 - Site plan review.

Site plan review shall be required pursuant to Division V of Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures).

(Ord. C-7326 § 12, 1995: Ord. C-7047 § 8, 1992: Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.035 - Adult Entertainment business.

Any business considered an "adult Entertainment business" as defined in Subsections 21.15.110.A through
21.15.110.K of this Title shall be subject to special locational standards as indicated in Chapter 21.45 (Special
Development Standards).

(Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.040 - Reclassi�cation of district.

Any reference to the CR (Retail Center) and CC (Commercial Corridor) Districts shall be treated as a reference to the
CCA District.

(Ord. C-7663 § 9, 1999: Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.32.110 - Permitted uses.

The principal use in all commercial districts shall be commercial, although some districts are intended for mixed
commercial and residential uses. Tables 32-1A and 32-1 indicate the classes of uses permitted (Y), not permitted (N),
permitted as a conditional use (C), permitted as an administrative use (AP), permitted as an accessory use (A), and
permitted as a temporary use (T) in all districts. An asterisk (*) indicates that a use is permitted subject to specific
development standards outlined in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards) of this Title.

(Ord. C-7663 § 10, 1999: Ord. C-7247 § 13, 1994; Ord. C-7127 § 2, 1993; Ord. C-7047 §§ 9, 10, 1992: Ord. C-6933 § 25, 1991; Ord. C-6895 §§ 12, 13,
1991: Ord. C-6822 § 12, 1990; Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.120 - Prohibited uses.

Any use not specifically permitted by Section 21.32.110, Tables 32-1A and 32-1, shall be prohibited, and no commercial
uses shall be allowed outside of a building unless indicated as an outdoor use in Tables 32-1A and 32-1.

(Ord. C-7663 § 11, 1999: Ord. C-7127 § 2, 1993; Ord. C-7047 § 11, 1992: Ord. C-7040 § 1, 1992; Ord. C-6895 § 14, 1991: Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part),
1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.130 - Transition between old and new commercial zones.

Tables 32-1A and 32-1 represent two (2) sets of commercial zones permitted uses. Table 32-1 contains new
commercial zones adopted by the City Council on October 20, 1992. It is the intent of the City, within a specified period
of time, to rezone all commercial properties from the zones in Table 32-1A to the zones in Table 32-1 and to repeal
Table 32-1A when the rezoning of all commercial properties is complete.

During the "transitional period", all uses listed in the CNP, Neighborhood Pedestrian District, Table 32-1, either
permitted by right (Y), by a conditional use permit (C), by an administrative use permit (AP), as an accessory use (A), or
as a temporary use (T) shall be permitted in the same manner for properties located in the existing CO, CH and CT
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Zones in addition to those uses Otherwise permitted in the zone in question. If there is a conflict of the use regulation
between the use table of the CNP Zone under Table 32-1 and that of an old commercial zone under Table 32-1A, the
least restrictive zone shall govern. The "transitional period" shall be that period of time from and after the effective
date of this Ordinance to December 31, 2000. On and after January 1, 2001, Table 32-1A shall be deemed repealed and
of no further force and effect.

(Ord. C-7663 § 12, 1999: Ord. C-7326 § 13, 1995; Ord. C-7127 § 7, 1993)

Table 32-1
Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Alcoholic
Beverage
Sales

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS Note: The
concentration
of existing
ABC licenses
and the area
crime rate
are factors
considered in
reviewing
applications
for alcohol
sales.

Off-
premises
sales within
500 ft. of
district
allowing
residential
uses

C C C C C C C C N For alcoholic
beverage
sales
exempted
from the CUP
process, see
footnote (1).

Off-
premises
sales more
than 500 ft.
from district
allowing
residential
uses

N/A N/A N/A Y Y N/A N/A Y N

On-
premises
sales within
500 ft. of
district

C C C C C C C C N



allowing
residential
uses

On-
premises
sales more
than 500 ft.
from district
allowing
residential
uses

N/A N/A N/A Y Y N/A N/A Y Y

 

 

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Automobile
(Vehicle) Uses

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS Note: All
outdoor
display,
storage, service
and repair of
vehicles is
subject to
special
standards (see
Chapter 21.45).

Auto detailing A A A A A A A A C Accessory to an
auto related
use such as
auto repair or
car wash.
Mobile
businesses
prohibited.

Auto detailing
(with hand
held
machines
only)

AP AP AP Y Y Y Y Y C Mobile
businesses
prohibited.

Car wash N N N C C C C AP C

Diesel fuel N N N AP AP AP AP AP N See Section
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sales 21.52.222 

Gasoline sales N C N Y Y Y Y Y N

General auto
repair
(bodywork,
painting, etc.)

N N N N N N N C N

Limousine
service (does
not include
auto repair)

N N N Y Y AP AP Y N Nonconforming
parking rights
do not apply
(see Section
21.27.070).

Minor auto
repair, tune
up and lube,
smog test

N N N C C C C Y N

Motorcycle/jet
ski sales and
repair

N N N C C N N C N See also
industrial
zones, table 33-
1.

Parking
service-
principal use

C C C Y C Y Y Y C

Recreational
vehicle
storage

N N N N N N N N C

Rental agency
(does not
include
repair)

N N N Y Y AP AP Y N Permitted near
airport, hotels,
etc. See
applicable PD
zones.

Sales (does
not include
auto repair)

N N N N N N N Y N

Towing N N N A A A A A A Accessory to
general and
minor auto
repair.
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Vehicle parts
(with
installation);
tire store

N N N C C C C C N

Vehicle parts
(without
installation)

N AP N AP AP AP AP Y N

 

 

Table 32-1

Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Billboards CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Billboards N N N N N N N C C Subject to
special
standards
(see Chapter
21.54). Non-
freeway-
oriented
billboards
prohibited
in CS
district.

 

 

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Business
Office
Support

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Copy, fax,
mail box, or
supplies

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Equipment
sales, rental,

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Also
permitted in
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or repair industrial
zones (see
table 33-1).

Offset
printing

N AP N AP N AP AP Y N

 

 

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Entertainment CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Amusement
machines (4
or fewer)

A A A A A A A A A See Section
21.51.205
(accessory
uses).

Banquet
room rental

A A A A A A A A N Accessory to
restaurant
only (see
Section
21.51.215).

Dancing
(accessory
use)

N N N Y Y Y Y Y N Accessory to
restaurant,
tavern, club.
City council
hearing is
required for
new and
transferred
business
licenses.

Drive-in
theater

N N N N N N N N N

Live or movie
theater
(w/100 seats
or less)

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP Y N For theaters
w/more
than 100
seats, see
"Movie
theater".
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Table 32-1
Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Entertainment
(cont'd)

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Mock boxing or
wrestling

N N N N N N N Y N City council
hearing is
required for
new and
transferred
business
licenses.

Movie theater
(or live theater
w/100+ seats)

N N N C C C C C N

Pool tables (up
to 3 tables)

A A A A A A A A N Accessory
to
restaurant,
tavern, club
(see Section
21.51.260).

Private club,
social club,
nightclub, pool
hall or hall
rental within
500 ft. of
district allowing
residential uses

N N N C C C C C C City council
hearing is
required for
new and
transferred
business
licenses.

Restaurant with
entertainment

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N City council
hearing is
required for
new and
transferred
business
licenses.

Other
entertainment

N N N C C C C C N See Section
21.52.203

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


uses (arcade,
bowling alley,
computer
arcade,
miniature golf,
tennis club,
skating rink)

(arcades)
and Section
21.52.220.5
(computer
arcades).

 

 

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Financial
Services

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

ATM 1. Walk
up or
freestanding
machine on
interior of
building;
walk up
machine on
exterior of
building

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N 1., 2.
Requires 2
(5 minute)
parking
spaces for
each ATM
machine.
Spaces must
be located
within 100
ft. Such
spaces may
be existing
required
parking.

2.
Freestanding
machine,
exterior

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N

3. Drive-thru
machine

N AP N AP C AP AP AP N 3. For drive-
thru
machine see
standards
for drive-
thru lane in
Section
21.45.130 
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Bank, credit
union,
savings and
loan,
commercial
and
industrial
loans

AP Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Bank, credit
union, and
savings and
loan in the
CNP zone
subject to
standards in
Section
21.52.208 
*This does
not include
car title
loans or
signature
loan
businesses
as a primary
use.

Bus token
issuance,
payment of
utility bills,
distribution
of
government
checks and
food stamps,
sale of
phone cards

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

 

Table 32-1
Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Financial
Services
(cont'd)

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Car title
loans

N N N C C C C C N Car title
loan, check
cashing, pay
day loan and
signature

Check
cashing

N N N C C C C C N
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Money
orders,
money
transfers

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N loan
businesses
are subject
to standards
in Sections
21.45.116
and
21.52.212 

Payday
loans

N N N C C C C C N

Signature
loans

N N N C C C C C N

Escrow,
stocks and
bonds
broker

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

All financial
services not
listed

N N N C C C C C N

 

Table 32-1
Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Institutional CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Church or
temple

N AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N Also see
Section

21.52.213

Convalescent
hospital or
home

N N N N N C C N N

Daycare or pre-
school

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y C

Funeral and
Mortuary

N N N AP AP AP AP Y N Crematorium
only allowed
as accessory
use subject

to conditions
of Section
21.52.211

Industrial arts N N N C C C C Y N
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trade school or
rehabilitation
workshop

Parsonage A A A A A A A A N Accessory to
church or
temple.

Private
elementary or
secondary
school

N N N C C C C C N Special
conditions
apply (see
Section
21.52.263).

Professional
school/business
school

N N N Y Y Y Y Y N

Public Library Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Social service
office (with
food
distribution)

N N N N N N N C N Also see
industrial

and
institutional

zones.

Social service
office (without
food
distribution)

N AP N AP AP AP AP Y N

Other
institutional
uses

N N N AP N AP AP AP N

Interim Parks

Community
garden

IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP See Section
21.52.260

Passive park Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y See Section
21.45.155

Playground IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP IP See Section
21.52.260

Recreational
park

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP See Section
21.52.260
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Table 32-1
Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Personal
Services

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Basic personal
services
(barber/beauty
shop, diet
center, dog/cat
grooming, dry
cleaner,
locksmith,
mailbox rental,
nail/manicure
shop, repair
shop for small
appliances or
electronic
equipment,
bicycles,
tailoring, shoe
repair, tanning
salon, travel
agent, or
veterinary clinic
without
boarding)

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Catering, party
counseling
(without trucks)

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N For catering
with trucks,
see industrial
zones, table
33-1.

Fitness
center/health
club,
dance/karate
studio,
fortunetelling

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Limited to
5,000 square
feet in
neighborhood
zones.



Gun repair shop AP AP AP AP AP AP AP Y N

House cleaning
service

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Laundromat AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N

Laundry
(commercial
customers)

N N N N N N N N N Permitted in
industrial
zones only.

Massage
therapy

A A A A A A A A A Special
conditions (see
Section
21.51.243).
Special adult
entertainment
standards for
massage
parlor (see
Section
21.45.110).

Recycling center N N N N N N N N N Permitted in
industrial
zones only.

Recycling
collection center
for cans and
bottles (staff
attended)

N N N AP AP AP AP AP N

Recycling
containers for
cans and bottles

A A A A A A A A N Accessory to a
grocery store

only (see
Section

21.51.265

Repair shop
(stove,
refrigerator,
upholstery, lawn
mowers, etc.)

N N N C C C C Y N For small
appliance
repair, see
"basic
personal
services".

Self-storage
(indoor only)

N N N N N N N N C
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Shoe repair Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Shoeshine stand
(indoor/outdoor)

A A A A A A A A A Accessory to
barber, car
wash, grocery,
hotel, office, or
restaurant
use.

Tattoo parlor N N N N N N N C N

Termite and
pest control

N N N N N N N C N See
"miscellaneous
storage of
hazardous
materials".

Veterinary clinic
with boarding

N N N C C C C C N See also "basic
personal
services".

All personal
services not
listed

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N

 

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Professional
Services

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Accounting,
advertising,
architecture,
artist studio,
bookkeeping,
business
headquarters,
chiropractic,
computer
programming,
consulting,
contracting,
dentistry,
engineering,
insurance,

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N



law,
marketing,
medicine,
photography,
psychiatry,
psychology,
real estate, or
tax
preparation

All
professional
offices not
listed

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N

 

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Residential
Uses

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Artist studio
with
residence

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N

Caretaker
residence

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP

Group home
(care of 6 or
less)

N N Y N N Y Y N N

Residential
care facility
(care of 7 or
more)

N N N N N C C N N

Residential
historic
landmark
building

* * * * * * * * * See Section
21.52.265.5
for
permitted
uses and
special
conditions.

Senior
and/or

N N N N N C C N N
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handicapped
housing

Special
group
housing
(fraternity,
sorority,
convalescent
home,
convent,
monastery,
etc.)

N N N N N C C C N

Single-family
or
multifamily
residential

N N Y N N Y Y N N See Table
32-3 for
permitted
densities.

 

Table 32-1

Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Restaurants
And Ready-
To-Eat
Foods

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Outdoor
dining

A A A A A A A A N A Coastal
Permit and
encroachment
permit are
required for
all outdoor
dining located
on public
right-of-way
within the
City's Coastal
Zone.

Restaurants
and ready-
to-eat foods

N C N C C C C C N Special
standards
apply (see



with drive-
thru lanes

Section
21.45.130).

Restaurant
and ready-
to-eat foods
without
drive-thru
lanes

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

Vending
carts

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N Special
standards
apply (see

Section
21.45.170).

 

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Retail
Services

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Basic retail
sales (except
uses listed
below)

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Used
clothing,
antiques,
art, books
(new and
used), coins,
collectibles,
jewelry, and
trading
cards are
included in
"Basic
Retail."

Building
supply or
hardware
store with
lumber,
drywall, or
masonry

N N N Y Y Y Y Y N For
hardware
store
without
lumber,
drywall, or
masonry,
see "Basic
Retail Sales."
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Gun shop AP AP AP AP AP AP AP Y N

Major
household
appliances
(refrig./stove/
etc.)

N N N Y Y Y Y Y N

Manufacture
of products
sold on-site

A A A A A A A A A See Section
21.51.240

Merchandise
mall, indoor
swap meet

N N N C C C C C N

Outdoor
sales events
(flea
mkts./swap
meet)

N N N C C C C C N

Outdoor
vending 1.
Flower, plant,
fruit, or
vegetables in
conjunction
with sale of
related
products
from a retail
store

A A A A A A A A N 1. See
Section

21.51.255

2. Food carts AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N 2. See
Section

21.45.170

3. Flower cart
or news cart

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 3. See
Section

21.45.135

4. Mobile
food truck at
construction
sites

T T T T T T T T T 4. See
Section

21.53.106
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Table 32-1

Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Retail
Services
(cont'd)

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Pawn shop N N N C C C C C N

Thrift store,
used
merchandise

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP Y N Also see
note under
"Basic
Retail."

Vending
machines

A A A A A A A A A Accessory to
existing
retail sales.
See Section
21.51.295 

Temporary Lodging

Bed and
breakfast inn

AP AP AP AP AP AP AP AP N

Hotel N N N C C C C C N

Inn N N N AP AP AP AP N N

Motel N N N N N N N C N

Shelters N N N N N C C N N

Temporary Uses

Carnival,
event, fair,
trade show,
etc.

T T T T T T T T T

Construction
trailer

T T T T T T T T T
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Neighborhood Community Regional Other

Transportation
and
Communication
Facilities

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Communication
facilities: A.
Freestanding/
monopole cellular
and personal
communication
services

C C C C C C C C C See Section
21.52.210

B. Attached/roof
mounted cellular
and personal
communication
services

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N See Section
21.45.115

C. Electrical
distribution station

C C C C C C C C N

Transportation
facilities (bus
terminals, cab
stands, heliports,
helistops)

N N N N N N N C N

Wireless
telecommunications
facilities

C C C C C C C C C See Chapter
21.56

Miscellaneous

Storage of
hazardous
materials accessory
to principal use
(such as pest
control)

C C C C C C C C N A
conditional
use permit
is required
only if
amount of
material
stored
exceeds 55
gal. of
liquid, 500
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lbs. of
solids, 200
cubic ft. of
compressed
gas or any
amount of
acutely
hazardous
material.

 

 

Abbreviations:

Y = Yes (permitted use).

N = Not permitted.

C = Conditional use permit required. For special conditions, see Chapter 21.52

A = Accessory use. For special development standards, see Chapter 21.51

AP = Administrative use permit required. For special conditions, see Chapter 21.52

T = Temporary use subject to provisions contained in Chapter 21.53

IP = Interim park use permit required. For special conditions, see Chapter 21.52

Footnotes:

(1)  The following alcoholic beverage sales may be exempted from the conditional use permit requirement:

 a.  Restaurants with alcoholic beverage service only with meals. This generally means any use with a fixed bar is not
exempt. A service bar is not considered a fixed bar. A sushi bar, where alcoholic beverages are served at the same bar
where meals are served, is considered serving alcoholic beverages only with meal service. A cocktail lounge without a
bar, but with primarily service of only hors d'oeuvres and alcoholic beverages is not exempt. Any restaurant with more
than thirty percent (30%) of gross sales consisting of alcoholic beverages shall lose its exemption and be required to
obtain a conditional use permit to continue to sell alcohol.

 b.  Use located more than five hundred feet (500′) from zoning districts allowing residential use.

 c.  Department store or florist with accessory sale of alcoholic beverages.

 d.  Grocery stores of twenty thousand (20,000) square feet or greater with accessory sale of alcoholic beverages.

 e.  Existing legal, nonconforming uses.

(ORD-13-0025 , § 2(exh. A), 2013; ORD-13-0018 ; § 3(exh. A), 2013; ORD-13-0022 ; § 2, 2013; ORD-13-0008 , § 1, 2013; ORD-12-0006 , § 3, 2012;
ORD-11-0011, § 2(Exh. B), 2011; ORD-07-0044 § 1, 2007; Ord. C-7904 §§ 2, 3, 2004; Ord. C-7881 § 2, 2003; Ord. C-7776 § 8, 2001; Ord. C-7729 §§ 4,
5, 2001; Ord. C-7663 § 42, 1999)

Table 32-1A
Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Use CO CH CT 

Retail Sales 
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Antique furniture Y Y Y

Audio equipment N Y Y

Bakery (also see Ready-to-eat foods) Y Y Y

Bicycle shop Y Y Y

Book, stationery, video, card, gift or novelty shop Y Y Y

Clothing store Y Y Y

Coin, stamp, jewelry and art dealers Y Y Y

Department store N N Y

Discount store N Y N

Drugstore C Y Y

Floor and window covering N Y Y

Florist, plant store (indoor) Y Y Y

Flower and plant sales (outdoor) A A A

Furniture store and accessories N Y Y

Grocery N Y Y

Hardware store (with building materials) N Y* N

Hardware store (without building materials) N Y Y

Hobby shop Y Y Y

Itinerant vendor T T T

Meat or fish market Y Y Y

Merchandise mall N C N

Motorcycle sale N C N

Newspaper and magazine stands Y Y Y

Outdoor fruit and vegetable sales A A A

Outdoor sales events (flea markets, swap meets, and the like) N N C

Pawn shops N C N



Pet store (not including veterinarian) N Y Y

Photographic equipment Y Y Y

Sporting goods store N Y N

Used merchandise (Other than antique furniture, audio
equipment, clothing, coins, stamps, jewelry, art dealers,
photographic equipment, and sporting goods)

N C N

Vehicle parts stores, tire stores and the like with installation N C N

Vehicle parts stores, tire stores and the like without
installation

N Y N

Vending machines A A A

Manufacture of products sold on-site A A A

All Other retail uses N AP AP

All retail uses allowed in CCA Zone if designated in General
Plan (Land Use Element) as 8R

Y N N

Alcohol Sales Uses 

Alcohol sales uses within 500 ft. of a residential zone (b) N C C

Alcohol sales more than 500 ft. from residential zone N Y Y

Automobile Uses 

Auto service station, car wash, auto detailing N Y* C*

Body work and painting N C* N

General repair N C* N

Rental (see vehicle rental—personal services) - - -

Repair, tune-up and lube N Y* N

Sales and installation of tires, batteries and accessories N C* N

Sales (open) N Y N

Sales (show room only) N Y N

 



Table 32-1A
Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Use CO CH CT 

Towing A A A

Personal Services 

Barber, beauty shops, manicure shops Y Y Y

Bicycle repair Y Y Y

Catering—on-site food preparation A A A

Collection center for recyclables AP AP AP

Dog and cat grooming N Y Y

Laundromat (no on-site dry cleaning) N Y Y

Laundry, commercial customers N N N

Laundry (including on-site cleaning with perchloroethylene or
freon 12 systems)

Y Y Y

Locksmith Y Y Y

Mail box rental Y Y N

Masseuse/massage parlor Y* Y* Y*

Office for home cleaning service Y Y Y

Office for home improvement or repair uses (contractors,
plumbers, electricians, carpenters and cabinetmakers with no
on-site storage of materials)

N Y Y

Recycling centers for cans and bottles N N N

Reducing salon, health or sports club Y Y Y

Service and repair of home garden equipment N C N

Service and repair of major household items N C N

Shoe repair Y Y Y

Shoe-shine parlor A A A

Tailoring, millinery Y Y Y



Tanning salon Y Y Y

Tattoo parlor N C C

Television, radio, stereo and small appliance repair N Y Y

Termite and pest control N Y Y

Vehicle rental services C Y* C

Veterinary clinic (excluding grooming and pet store) N C N

All Other personal services AP AP AP

All Other personal services allowed in the CCA Zone in land
use designations in General Plan (Land Use Element) for 8R

Y N N

Professional Services 

Accounting, tax preparation, bookkeeping Y Y Y

Administrative office Y N Y

Architect, contractor office (no vehicles or materials) Y Y Y

Artist studio Y Y Y

Artist studio with residence AP AP AP

Computer program consulting services Y Y Y

Insurance office Y Y Y

Law office Y N Y

Medical, dental, and psychiatric offices Y Y Y

Real estate office, escrow office Y Y Y

Yacht broker Y Y Y

All Other professional offices Y AP Y

Financial Services 

Banks, savings and loans with drive-up windows, including
commercial/industrial loan businesses

C Y C

Banks, savings and loans without drive-up windows, including
commercial/industrial loan businesses

Y Y Y



 

Table 32-1A

Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Use CO CH CT

Bus token issuance, payment of utility bills, distribution of
government checks and food stamps, sale of phone cards

Y Y Y

Car title loans C C C

Money orders, money transfers Y Y Y

Signature loans C C C

Stock or bond broker Y Y Y

All Other financial services C C C

Restaurants 

Fast-food with drive-up window, 200 ft. or more from a district
allowing residential uses

C C Y

Fast-food with drive-up window, less than 200 ft. from a
district allowing residential use

C C C

Fast-food without drive-up window Y Y Y

Outdoor dining A A A

Ready-to-eat foods N Y Y

Restaurant—dinner with the sale of alcoholic beverages not
qualified for exemption (b)

C C C

Restaurant—dinner without the sale of alcoholic beverages (b) Y Y Y

Taverns 

Taverns, bar, cocktail lounge, pub, less than 500 ft. from a
district allowing residential use (b)

C C C

All Other taverns (b) Y Y Y

Entertainment Services 

Amusement machine (4 or fewer) A A A



Amusement park N N C

Arcade N C N

Conventions, exhibit and trade shows or fairs, including sales
or rental of good exhibited

N N Y

Cruise ship passenger terminal N N N

Dancing—principal or accessory use C N C

Drive-in theater N C C

Entertainment uses with the sale of alcoholic beverages 500 ft.
or less from a district allowing residential uses (b)

C C C

Entertainment uses with the sale of alcoholic beverages Other
than those described above

C N Y

Hall rental N N C

Mock boxing or wrestling N C C

Movies, theaters, private clubs (with no dancing) N C C

Musical entertainment C N C

Open (outdoor) commercial recreation N N C

Pool hall (4 or more tables) N C C

Pool tables (up to 3 tables) A A A

Radio and television broadcasting N N Y

Skating rink C C C

Stage shows C N C

Temporary special outdoor events, including promotional
events, fairs, carnivals, circuses, art shows, antique shows,
outdoor sporting events, trade shows, outdoor sales and the
like

T T T

Transportation facilities, including bus terminals, cabstands,
limousine services, airport passenger terminals, blimp ports,
heliports and helistops

N A C

All other entertainment services uses N C C

Commercial Storage 



Commercial storage, including recreational vehicle storage C C N

 

Table 32-1A

Uses In All Other Commercial Zoning Districts

Use CO CH CT

Parking 

Open parking as principal use Y N C

Parking structures (principal use) C N C

Business Support Services 

Business support services (such as light printing, business
equipment rental and repair)

Y Y Y

Billboards 

Mini-poster N Y(a) N

Painted board N N N

Poster N Y(a) N

Institutional Uses 

Churches Y Y C

Daycare center, preschool Y Y Y

Elementary, secondary school (grades 1-8) C N N

Mortuary Y Y Y

Social service office C Y N

Trade school C Y N

Other institutional uses AP AP AP

Residential Use 

Housing (c) R-3-T Y N N

R-4-N Y N Y



R-4-R Y N Y

Active senior housing C N C

Traditional senior housing C N C

Other special group housing C N C

Caretaker residence AP AP AP

Transient Housing 

Hotel, motel, inn C C C

Inn C N C

Residential care facility C N C

Bed and breakfast AP N AP

Interim Parks 

Community gardens (see Section 21.52.260 IP IP IP

Passive parks (see Section 21.45.155 Y Y Y

Playgrounds (see Section 21.52.260 IP IP IP

Recreational parks (see Section 21.52.260 AP AP AP

Miscellaneous Uses

Cellular and personal communication services C C C

Concession, Entertainment facility, Other outdoor display T T T

Construction trailer T T T

Electrical distribution station Y Y C

Trailer used for office, nightwatchman's quarters AP AP AP

Wireless telecommunications facilities (see Chapter 21.56 C C C

 

Abbreviations: Y= Yes (permitted use).

N
=

Not permitted.
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C
=

Conditional use permit required. Refer to Chapter 21.52

A
=

Accessory use. For special development standards, refer to Chapter 21.51

T
=

Temporary use, permitted subject to provisions contained in Chapter 21.53

AP
=

Administrative use permit required. For special conditions refer to Chapter
21.52

IP
=

Interim park use permit required. For special conditions refer to Chapter 21.52

* 
=

Special standards apply. Refer to Chapter 21.45

Notes: (a) Billboards are subject to special development standards contained in Chapter
21.54

(b) The following alcoholic beverage sales shall be exempted from the conditional
use permit requirement:

1. Restaurants with alcoholic beverage service only with meal. This generally
means any use with a fixed bar is not exempt. A service bar is not considered a

fixed bar. A sushi bar, where alcoholic beverages are served at the same bar
where meals are served, is considered serving alcoholic beverages only with

meal service. A cocktail lounge without a bar, but with primarily service of only
hors d'oeuvres and alcoholic beverages is not exempt. Any restaurant with

more than 30 percent of gross sales consisting of alcoholic beverage sales shall
lose its exemption and be required to obtain a conditional use permit to

continue to sell alcohol.

2. Use located more than 500 ft. from zoning district allowing residential use.

3. Department store or florist with accessory sale of alcoholic beverages.

4. Grocery stores of 20,000 sq. ft. or greater with accessory sale of alcoholic
beverages.

5. Existing legal, nonconforming uses.

(c) Refer to Section 21.32.235 (Residential uses in commercial districts) for
development standards. Residential zone designated as overlay zone will

supersede the density and standards specified in Table 32-1.
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A.

B.

C.

(ORD-13-0025 , § 3(exh. B), 2013; ORD-13-0018 ; § 4(exh. B), 2013; ORD-11-0011, § 3(Exh. C), 2011; Ord. C-7663 § 32, 1999: Ord. C-7399 §§ 4, 5,
1996; Ord. C-7378 §§ 9, 10, 1995)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.32.200 - General provisions.

General Standards. Sections 21.32.205 through 21.32.270 indicate the development standards applicable to all
uses in the commercial districts. These standards shall be the standards for construction.
Additional Standards For Residential Uses. Section 21.32.235 outlines additional development standards
applicable to residential uses in commercial districts.
Additional Standards. Section 21.32.240 contains additional development standards for the CNP, CNA, and CNR
Districts.

(Ord. C-7663 § 13, 1999; Ord. C-7047 § 12, 1992; Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.205 - Lot size.

Tables 32-2 and 32-2A indicate the minimum lot size requirements. These requirements apply only to a new
subdivision of existing parcels.

(Ord. C-7663 § 14, 1999: Ord. C-6933 § 26, 1991; Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.210 - Building height.

The height of all buildings shall be limited as indicated in Tables 32-2 and 32-2A.

(Ord. C-7663 § 15, 1999: Ord. C-7247 § 14, 1994; Ord. C-7047 § 13, 1992: Ord. C-6933 § 27, 1991: Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1
(part), 1988)

21.32.220 - Yards.

The yard areas indicated in Subsections 21.32.220.A through 21.32.220.D shall be clear of all structures from the
ground to the sky (except as otherwise permitted) and shall be landscaped and maintained in a neat and healthy
condition according to the landscaping provisions of this Title.

Table 32-2

Commercial Development Standards

Required Yard Areas Between Buildings And Property Lines 

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Front street (a) 0 10 0 or 8
(e)

10 0 15 15 10 15

Side street (a) 0 5 0 or 5
(e)

10 0 10 10 10 15

Adjacent to side yard
of residential district
(b)

10 feet

Adjacent to rear yard
of residential district
(b)(d)

20 feet

Adjacent to 5 feet

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


nonresidential district
(b)(c)

Required Yard Areas Between Parking And Property Lines

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Front street (a) 30 10 30 10 10 15 15 6 6

Side street (a) 6 6 6 6 6 10 10 6 6

Alley (b) 14 feet

Adjacent to residential
district

5 feet

Adjacent to
nonresidential district

0 5 feet 0

Other Development Standards 

CNP CNA CNR CCA CCP CCR CCN CHW CS

Minimum lot size 5,000 square feet 10,000 square feet 20,000
square

feet

10,000
square

feet

Maximum building ht.
(f)(g)

28 feet, 2 stories 38
feet, 3
stories

28
feet, 2
stories

28 feet

Maximum flagpole ht. 25 feet

 

 

(a)  In all cases, minimum setback of 10 ft. from curb face.

(b)  Measured from centerline of alley.

(c)  Setback may be reduced to 0 ft. if the structure is attached to a building abutting on lot or if no building on an
abutting lot is within 5 ft. of property line.

(d)  Setback may be reduced to 10 ft. for a single-story commercial building through site plan review.

(e)  No setback is required for commercial or residential over ground floor commercial; an 8 ft. front street setback is
required for ground-floor residential, and 5 ft. side street setback is required for ground-floor residential.

(f)  An accessory structure is limited to 15 ft. in height.

(g)  Elevator and mechanical equipment penthouses shall not be included in the measurement of height for
commercial buildings.



(Ord. C-7729 § 7, 2001; Ord. C-7663 § 42, 1999).

Table 32-2A 
Commercial Development Standards

Development Standard CO CH CT

Maximum building height (a)(h) 40 ft. (b) 40 ft. 60 ft. (b)

Maximum flagpole height 25 ft. (c) 25 ft. 60 ft.

Minimum lot size 20,000 sf 10,000 sf 20,000 sf

Setback (building)—front street (d) 15 ft. 10 ft. 0 ft.

Setback (building)—side street (d) 15 ft. 10 ft. 5 ft.

Setback (building)—adjacent to side yard of
residential district (e)

10 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft.

Setback (building)—adjacent to rear yard of
residential district (e)

20 ft. 20 ft. 20 ft.

Setback (building)—adjacent to commercial or
industrial district (e)

5 ft. 5 ft. 5 ft. (g)

Setback (parking)—front street (d) 30 ft. (f) 5 ft. 30 ft. (f)

Setback (parking)—side street (d) 15 ft. 5 ft. 5 ft.

Setback (parking)—alley (e) 14 ft. 14 ft. 14 ft.

Setback (parking)—adjacent to residential district
(e)

5 ft. 5 ft. 5 ft.

Setback (parking)—adjacent to nonresidential
district

5 ft. 3 ft. 0 ft.

 

 

(a)  An accessory structure is limited to 15 ft. in height

(b)  High-rise overlay applicable at appropriate locations.

(c)  In a high-rise overlay zone, no flagpole shall exceed 60 ft. in height.

(d)  In all cases, minimum setback of 10 ft. from curb face.

(e)  Measured from centerline of alley. Special setback requirements apply to all residential development in a
commercial district.

(f)  This setback shall apply to the ground floor only.



(g)  Setback may be reduced to 0 ft. if the structure is attached to a building abutting on lot or if no building on an
abutting lot is within 5 ft. of property line.

(h)  Elevator and mechanical equipment penthouses shall not be included in the measurement of height for
commercial buildings.

(Ord. C-7729 § 8, 2001; Ord. C-7663 § 32, 1999).

Table 32-3

Development Standards

Residential Uses In Commercial Districts

Standard CNR CCR CCN

Density Same as R-3-T
Zone

Same as R-4-R
Zone

Same as R-4-N
Zone

Building height As per Table 32-2

Setbacks As per Table 32-2

Lot coverage N/A

Permitted location within building No restrictions

Usable open space and privacy Same as R-3-T
Zone

Same as R-4-R
Zone

Same as R-4-N
Zone

Parking and loading As per Chapter 21.41 

Other standards Same as R-3-T
Zone

Same as R-4-R
Zone

Same as R-4-N
Zone

Garages Garages in nonresidential zoning districts shall
conform to the applicable development

standards established for parking spaces as
shown on Table 32-2.

Accessory buildings Attached or detached accessory buildings in
nonresidential districts may be located anywhere

on a lot except within a required street front
setback area. All Other standards shall be the

same as required for principal structures in the
zoning district.

 

(Ord. C-7663 § 42, 1999)
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A.
B.

C.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

D.

A.
1.

Table 32-3A

Development Standards

Residential Uses In Commercial Districts

Standard CO CT

Density Same as R-4-N Zone

Building height As per Table 32-2A

Setbacks As per Tables 32-2 and 32-2A

Lot coverage N/A

Permitted location within
building

No restriction

Usable open space and privacy Same as R-4-N Zone

Parking and loading As per Chapter 21.41 

Other standards Same as R-4-N Zone

 

(Ord. C-7663 § 32, 1999)

Required. Yard areas shall be provided as indicated in Tables 32-2 and 32-2A.
Corner Cut-Offs. Corner cut-offs shall be required in all commercial districts at all intersecting streets, driveways
or alleys. Nothing shall be erected or allowed to grow within the corner cut-off in such a manner which impedes
access or visibility. Required corner cut-offs shall be a minimum of six feet by six feet (6′ x 6′).
Permitted Structures. No structures are permitted in required yards, except:

Signs, as specified in the Chapter relating to on-premises signs (Chapter 21.44);
Outdoor dining;
Structures allowed in Table 31-3 (structures in required yards, residential districts);
Vehicle parking as allowed by Table 32-2 or 32-2A;
Vehicle loading in street frontage setbacks as provided in Section 21.41.310; and
Awnings as allowed by the Uniform Building Code.

Required Landscaping. All required yard areas, except yards abutting alleys and yards used for outdoor dining,
shall contain an area not less than five feet (5') in width planted with trees, shrubs and/or groundcover. The four
foot (4') setback area from the abutting alley shall also be landscaped unless such area is used for a driving aisle.
For additional landscape requirements, see Chapter 21.42, Landscape Standards.

(ORD-10-0031, § 1, 2010; Ord. C-7663 § 16, 1999: Ord. C-7150 § 1, 1993; Ord. C-7127 § 3, 1993; Ord. C-7047 §§ 14, 15, 16, 17, 1992; Ord. C-6933 §
28, 1991; Ord. C-6822 §§ 13, 14, 1990: Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.225 - Screening required.

General. The following required screening shall apply in all commercial districts:
Open Storage. Open storage shall be prohibited. Certain merchandise is permitted to be displayed
outdoors for sale or rent as indicated in Tables 32-1 and 32-1A.
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2.
3.

4.

B.

1.

2.

3.

4.

A.

B.

C.

D.

1.

2.

3.

Parking Lots. All parking lots shall be screened as provided for in Section 21.41.266 and Chapter 21.42
Adjacent To Residential Districts. All commercial uses adjoining or abutting a residential district shall
be screened by a solid fence or wall not less than six feet, six inches (6′6″) in height, except in the front
yard of the residential lot, where the fence or wall shall be three feet (3′) in height.
Parking Structures. All sides of a parking structure abutting a public street shall be screened by trees,
vines or other decorative screening approved by the Director of Development Services. See Chapter
21.42 for additional requirements.

Mechanical Equipment on Rooftops. The City recognizes that mechanical equipment on rooftops can be
unattractive and can provide areas for unsecured entry into buildings. Therefore, the following restrictions shall
be required to improve the aesthetic quality of the City and the security of each building. These restrictions shall
apply in all commercial zoning districts within the City.

Required. In all commercial zones, rooftop mechanical equipment, except solar collectors and rain
gutters, shall be screened on all sides by screening not less than the height of the equipment being
screened. In the high rise overlay and planned development districts, such equipment shall also be
screened from view from higher buildings in the zone to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning and
Building.
Secured. All rooftop mechanical equipment shall be secured from unauthorized entry to the satisfaction
of the Director of Planning and Building.
Materials. All rooftop mechanical equipment screening devices shall be of a material requiring a low
degree of maintenance. Wood shall generally not be utilized unless it can be shown that proper
maintenance will occur. All screening devices shall be well integrated into the design of the building
through such items as parapet walls continuous with the walls of the structure, false roofs, or equipment
rooms. Louvered designs are acceptable if consistent with the building design style.
Substitutions. Well-planned, compact, architecturally integrated rooftop equipment may be substituted
for screening with the approval of the Director of Planning and Building.

(ORD-10-0031, § 2, 2010; Ord. C-7663 §§ 17, 18, 1999; Ord. C-7047 § 18, 1992: Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.230 - Design of buildings.

All new and remodeled commercial buildings shall comply with the following design criteria:

Architectural Themes. Architectural themes, modules and materials present on the main facade of the
building shall be used on all other facades.
Change of Material. Each side of a building must contain a primary and an accent material, and the accent
material(s) must cover not less than ten percent (10%) of the facade.
Building Finished Grade. All new commercial buildings requiring site plan review shall have the first
habitable floor level not more than four feet (4′) above grade within the front thirty feet (30′) of the lot.
Special Development Standards For CNP, CNA and CNR Districts. All new and remodeled commercial
buildings in the Neighborhood Commercial zoning districts shall comply with the following design standards.
Alternative designs may be approved through Site Plan Review. Site Plan Review is required for exterior
remodeling of fifty feet (50′) or more of building frontage.

Exterior Design. Exterior elevations should be designed with extensive articulation to create visual
interest and enhance pedestrian activity along the site. Three dimensional (3-D) elements such as
cornices, pilasters and structural bays should be used to break up the facade planes. Ground floor
facades should be distinguished from upper floors by cornices, changes of material and/or other
architectural devices. Facades wider than fifty feet (50′) should be designed with a modular expression
that breaks the facade scale to a width of fifty feet (50′) or less.
Street Wall. At least two-thirds (2/3) of the front building facade should be located at the front property
line. This does not apply in the CNA and CNR districts.
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Windows. Ground floor windows should comprise at least two-thirds (2/3) of the area of the ground floor
front facade. Such glass should be clear with an exterior daylight reflectance of not more than eight
percent (8%). Ground floor wall sections without windows should be not more than five feet (5′) in width.
Entrances. Entrances should comprise no more than one-third (1/3) of the width of the ground floor
facade. Entrances should be recessed no more than five feet (5′) in depth and should be located no more
than fifty feet (50′) apart.
Awnings. Store front awnings are encouraged. Awnings should be placed below the ground floor cornice
(or below the sills of the second story windows if no cornice exists). Awnings should be divided into
sections to reflect the major vertical divisions of the facade.

(Ord. C-7729 § 6, 2001: Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.235 - Residential uses in commercial districts.

All residential development in commercial districts shall comply with the density and development standards
indicated in Tables 32-3 and 32-3A. Residential uses shall be permitted in commercial districts as indicated in Tables
32-1 and 32-1A.

(Ord. C-7326 § 14, 1995; Ord. C-7047 §§ 19-21, 1992: Ord. C-6933 § 29, 1991; Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.245 - Accessory structures.

Use Restrictions. The use of accessory buildings and structures shall conform to the requirements of Chapter
21.51 (Accessory Uses) of this Title.
Locations Permitted. Accessory structures and buildings may be placed anywhere on a lot except within the
required street front setback area or as otherwise restricted by the provisions of Chapter 21.45 (Special
Development Standards).
Trash Receptacles. Adequate trash receptacles shall be provided to accommodate all refuse generated on a site.
Such receptacles shall conform to the development standards contained in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development
Standards).

(Ord. C-7776 § 3, 2001; Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.250 - O�-street parking and loading.

Off-street parking and loading shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Parking) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.255 - Landscaping requirements.

Landscaping shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.42 (Landscaping) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.260 - Fences and garden walls.

Fences and garden walls are permitted accessory structures subject to the requirements of Chapter 21.43 (Fences) of
this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.265 - On-premises signs.

On-premises signs are permitted in all districts subject to the requirements of Chapter 21.44 (Signs) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.32.270 - Right-of-way dedications and improvements.

Public right-of-way shall be dedicated and improved as required by Chapter 21.47 (Street Improvements) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6684 § 42 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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A.

CHAPTER 21.33 - INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (4) ---

Note— Prior ordinance history: (Ord. C-6533, 1988; Ord. C-6684, 1990; Ord. C-6895, 1991; Ord. C-7032,
1992; Ord. C-7150, 1993; Ord. C-7247, 1994; Ord. C-7326, 1995).

21.33.010 - Purpose.

The industrial districts are established to preserve and enhance areas for a broad range of industrial
and manufacturing uses, recognizing that such uses provide employment, contribute to the City's tax
base, and create products needed by consumers and the business community at large.
These regulations are intended to accommodate a broad range of current and future industrial and
manufacturing uses, and associated technologies, at appropriate locations in the City, provided that
safeguards are in place to address environmental and aesthetic concerns; to protect public health and
safety; and to ensure that businesses operate within the clearly defined limits of what is allowed.
In recognition of the fact that industrial and manufacturing technologies change over time, the City
has structured these regulations to address the operating characteristics and processes of industrial
uses, rather than specific businesses. Thus, the determination of whether a use is permitted by right
or requires discretionary review will necessarily require interpretation based upon the criteria
contained in Sections 21.33.020 through 21.33.080. Pursuant to the provisions of Subsection
21.33.060.D of this Chapter 21.33, the Zoning Administrator is authorized to make such
interpretation.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.020 - Districts established.

Four (4) industrial districts are established by this Chapter as follows:

Light Industrial (IL). The Light Industrial (IL) district allows a wide range of industries whose
primary operations occur entirely within enclosed structures and which pose limited potential for
environmental impacts on neighboring uses. While the emphasis is on industrial, manufacturing,
and related uses, small-scale office and commercial uses intended to serve nearby industries and
employees are permitted. The performance and development standards are intended to allow a
wide range of uses as long as those uses will not adversely impact adjacent uses.

The IL district typically will include clean, non-nuisance industries whose operating characteristics
(e.g., noise, hazardous materials, odors, dust, light and glare) are either confined completely within
the property or result in limited secondary impacts in terms of traffic, air emissions, and hours of
operation. Examples include research and development, flex space (for example, combined
office/sales/warehouse/production for one firm), warehousing, small-scale incubator industries, or
assembly operations. The buildings housing these uses may be low-scale, older structures within the
existing street grid, or modern industrial complexes in park-like settings. These examples are not
intended to limit the potential uses within the IL district, but rather to present the range of
opportunities available.
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Medium Industrial (IM). The Medium Industrial (IM) district allows a wide range of industries
and industrial processes that involve more intensive operations. The district provides areas
where most industries may locate, provided they meet the performance standards defined in
Section 21.33.090 (Performance Standards). While the emphasis is on industrial, manufacturing,
and related uses, office and commercial uses intended to serve nearby industries and employees
may be permitted. The performance and development standards are intended to allow a wide
range of uses as long as those uses will not impact adjacent uses.

The IM district generally will include industrial and manufacturing operations on a larger scale than
those in the IL district. For example, factories with frequent truck traffic and outdoor storage yards
might be located in the district. Outdoor storage and limited outdoor activities may be permitted.
These examples are intended to represent typical characteristics within the district, not all potential
operations.

General Industrial (IG). The General Industrial (IG) district is considered the City's "industrial
sanctuary" district where a wide range of industries that may not be desirable in other districts
may locate. The emphasis is on traditionally heavy industrial and manufacturing uses. The IG
district is intended to promote an "industrial sanctuary" where land is preserved for industry and
manufacturing, and where existing industries are protected from non-industrial users that may
object to the operating characteristics of industry. Performance standards still must be met, but
the development standards are the minimum necessary to assure safe, functional, and
environmentally-sound activities.

The IG district includes uses such as large construction yards with heavy equipment, chemical
manufacturing plants, rail yards, and food processing plants. The buildings that house these
operations may be older industrial buildings retrofitted to accommodate the use, or new state-of-the-
art manufacturing plants. As is the case with all the industrial districts, the focus of the IG district is on
the operating characteristics of the use, rather than the particular product created.

Port-Related Industrial (IP). The Port-Related Industrial (IP) district is characterized
predominately by maritime industry and marine resources. Uses in this district are primarily port-
related or water dependent, but may also include: water-oriented commercial and recreational
facilities primarily serving the general public, and utility installations and rights-of-way. All new
uses in the IP district must be consistent with the Port Master Plan.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.030 - Fire Department preliminary review.

The permitting and licensing processes may involve Fire Department review regarding the storage of
hazardous materials and other factors which could affect site plans or building designs. The Fire
Department offers an informal conceptual site plan review process that provides potential applicants with
information regarding such requirements. To ensure such considerations are incorporated into the land
use planning and development process at an early stage, applicants are encouraged to contact the Fire
Department prior to submitting formal applications to the Department of Planning and Building.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.040 - Site plan review.

Site plan review shall be required pursuant to Chapter 21.25, Division V (Site Plan Review).

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)
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21.33.045 - Harbor Department review in IP district.

Projects proposed on property located in the IP district shall be subject to review by the Harbor
Department pursuant to Section 18.12.040 of the Municipal Code.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.050 - Adult entertainment businesses.

Any business considered an "adult entertainment business," as defined in Subsections 21.15.110.A
through 21.15.110.K of this Title, shall be subject to the special locational standards contained in Chapter
21.45 (Special Development Standards).

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.33.060 - Permitted uses.

Table 33-2 shall be used to determine applicable use regulations in the industrial districts. Table 33-2
establishes general classes of uses. For each category, the table indicates whether the class of use is
permitted by right (Y); not permitted (N); permitted subject to an administrative use permit (AP) as
defined in Chapter 21.25, Division W (Administrative Use Permits) of this Title; or permitted subject to
conditional use permit review (C) pursuant to Chapter 21.25, Division II (Conditional Use Permits) of
this Title.
The uses identified in Table 33-2 are more precisely defined by reference to the Standard Industrial
Classification (SIC) Manual published by the federal government's Office of Management and Budget.
The 1987 SIC Manual, or the most current edition of the manual, as amended, is incorporated herein
by reference. The SIC Manual identifies businesses according to the operating characteristics involved
in creating the product (for example, slaughtering, manufacturing pulp, manufacturing industrial
inorganic chemicals, petroleum refining) and the effects that these characteristics may have on
nearby uses. The actual product created is of secondary importance. For reference purposes, Table
33-1 lists two (2) digit SIC codes and the associated categories of use.
The "notes and exceptions" column of the table indicates more precisely the use regulations for
specific SIC codes or operating characteristics. The notes and exceptions must be reviewed in
conjunction with the other information for that class of use.
For uses or activities not specifically identified in Table 33-2, the Zoning Administrator shall have the
authority to interpret and assign the appropriate SIC code for that use or activity. The decision of the
Zoning Administrator can be appealed to the Planning Commission pursuant to Chapter 21.21,
Division V (Appeals) of this Title.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.070 - Prohibited uses.

Any use or activity not identified by an SIC code included in Table 33-2, or any use or activity not
interpreted by the Zoning Administrator as belonging to a listed SIC code, shall be prohibited.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.080 - Meaning of the Y/AP and Y/C designations.
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This Section applies to those use categories in Table 33-2 classified as "Y/AP" and "Y/C" within
specified industrial districts. "Y/AP" shall mean that the use is permitted by right unless the location
criteria contained in Subsection 21.33.080.C apply to the project, in which case administrative use
permit (AP) review shall be required pursuant to Chapter 21.25, Division IV of this Title. "Y/C" shall
mean a use is permitted by right unless the location criteria contained in Subsection 21.33.080.C
apply to the project, in which case conditional use permit (C) review shall be required pursuant to
Chapter 21.25, Division II of this Title.
The Zoning Administrator shall be authorized to determine whether a use identified in Table 33-2 as
"Y/AP" or "Y/C" is permitted by right or requires discretionary review based on the criteria defined in
this Section.
The location of a proposed industrial use relative to residentially-zoned property shall represent the
sole factor for determining whether discretionary review is required pursuant to this Section. If any
building housing the principal proposed use in an industrial district, or any outdoor activity which
represents the principal use of the property, is located three hundred feet (300′) or less from the
nearest residential district (see Figure 33-1), then administrative use permit or conditional use permit
review shall be required, as indicated in Table 33-2.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

Table 33-1

Two-Digit SIC Code Groups

SIC Division and

Group No.

Classified Businesses and/or Activities

A. Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing

01 Agricultural production—crops

02 Agricultural production livestock and animal specialties

07 Agricultural services

08 Forestry

09 Fishing, hunting, and trapping

B. Mining

10 Metal mining

12 Coal mining
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13 Oil and gas extraction

14 Mining and quarrying of nonmetallic minerals, except fuels

C. Construction

15 Building construction—general contractors and operative builders

16 Heavy construction other than building construction—contractors

17 Construction—special trade contractors

D. Manufacturing

20 Food and kindred products

21 Tobacco products

22 Textile mill products

23 Apparel and other finished products made from fabrics and similar
materials

24 Lumber and wood products, except furniture

25 Furniture and fixtures

26 Paper and allied products

27 Printing, publishing, and allied industries

28 Chemicals and allied products

29 Petroleum refining and related industries

30 Rubber and miscellaneous plastics products

31 Leather and leather products

32 Stone, clay, glass, and concrete products

33 Primary metal industries

34 Fabricated metal products, except machinery and transportation
equipment
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35 Industrial and commercial machinery and computer equipment

36 Electronic and other electrical equipment and components, except
computer equipment

37 Transportation equipment

38 Measuring, analyzing, and controlling instruments; photographic,
medical and optical goods; watches and clocks

39 Miscellaneous manufacturing industries

 

Table 33-1
Two-Digit SIC Code Groups
(Continued)

SIC Division and

Group No.

Classified Businesses and/or Activities

E. Transportation, Communications, Electric, Gas, and Sanitary Services

40 Railroad transportation

41 Local and suburban transit and interurban highway passenger
transportation

42 Motor freight transportation and warehousing

43 United States Postal Service

44 Water transportation

45 Transportation by air

46 Pipelines, except natural gas

47 Transportation services

48 Communications

49 Electric, gas, and sanitary services



F. Wholesale Trade

50 Wholesale trade—durable goods

51 Wholesale trade—nondurable goods

G. Retail Trade

52 Building materials, hardware, garden supply, and mobile home
dealers

53 General merchandise stores

54 Food stores

55 Automotive dealers and gasoline service stations

56 Apparel and accessory stores

57 Home furniture, furnishings, and equipment stores

58 Eating and drinking places

59 Miscellaneous retail

H. Finance, Insurance and Real Estate

60 Depository institutions

61 Nondepository credit institutions

62 Security and commodity brokers, dealers, exchanges, and services

63 Insurance carriers

64 Insurance agents, brokers, and service

65 Real estate

67 Holding and other investment offices

I. Services

70 Hotels, rooming houses, camps, and other lodging places

72 Personal services



73 Business services

75 Automotive repair, services, and parking

76 Miscellaneous repair services

 

Table 33-1
Two-Digit SIC Code Groups
(Continued)

SIC Division and

Group No.

Classified Businesses and/or Activities

78 Motion pictures

79 Amusement and recreation services

80 Health services

81 Legal services

82 Educational services

83 Social services

84 Museums, art galleries, and botanical and zoological gardens

86 Membership organizations

87 Engineering, accounting, research, management, and related
services

88 Private households

89 Miscellaneous services

J. Public Administration

91 Executive, legislative, and general government, except finance

92 Justice, public order, and safety



93 Public finance, taxation, and monetary policy

94 Administration of human resource programs

95 Administration of environmental quality and housing programs

96 Administration of economic programs

97 National security and international affairs

K. Nonclassifiable establishments

99 Nonclassifiable establishments

 

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995: Ord. C-7326 § 16, 1995)

Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts

Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and
Exceptions

1.  Agriculture And
Related Uses

N N C See Item
10 in this

table.

a. Permitted in IL
and IM

  (SIC codes 01, 02,
07*)

•  0742 (Veterinary
Services for Animal

Specialties)

•  0752 (Animal
Specialty Services,
Boarding, Kennels,
Shelters)

•  078 (Landscape
and Horticultural
Services)

2.  Construction-
Related Uses (SIC
codes 138, 15, 16,
17)

"Limited outdoor
accessory storage"
means the storage

of materials and
equipment to be



 2.1  With outdoor
storage as principal
use

N Y/AP Y See Item
10 in this

table.

used off-site for
construction

projects in progress.

 2.2  Contractor's
office with limited
outdoor accessory
storage

Y Y Y

 

Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts
(Continued)

Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and
Exceptions

3.  Food Processing
 (SIC code 20*)

C Y/C Y/C See Item
10 in this

table.

a.  Prohibited in IL,
IM, and IP, and

requires conditional
use permit in IG:

 • 201 (Meat
Products)

 •  2048 (includes
slaughtering animals
for animal feed)

 •  2077 (Animal
and Marine Fats and
Oils)

 •  2091 (Canned
and Cured Seafoods)

 •  2092 (Fresh or
Frozen Seafoods)

b.  Permitted in IL,
IM, and IG:

 •  205 (Bakery



Products)

4.  Manufacturing a.  Prohibited in IL,
IM, and IP, and

requires conditional
use permit in IG:

 4.1  SIC codes 23,
27, 283, 284, 31*, 36,
38, 39

Y Y Y See Item
10 in this

table.

 • 261 (Pulp Mills)

 • 262 (Paper Mills)

 4.2  SIC codes 25,
26*, 30

Y/C Y/C Y  •  263 (Paperboard
Mills)

 •  281 (Industrial
Inorganic Chemicals)

 4.3  SIC codes 22,
24, 289*, 32*, 34*,
35, 37*

N C Y/C  •  282 (Plastics
Materials)

 •  285 (Paints,
Varnishes)

 •  286 (Industrial
Organic Chemicals)

 4.4  SIC codes 21,
29*, 33, 492*, 4932*

N N C  •  287 (Agricultural
Chemicals)

 •  2892 (Explosives)

 •  291 (Petroleum
Refining)

 •  311 (Leather
Tanning and
Finishing)

 •  324 (Hydraulic
Cement)

 



Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts 
(Continued)

Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and
Exceptions

4.  Manufacturing
(continued)

 •  325 (Structural
Clay Products)

 •327  (Concrete,
Gypsum, and Plaster
Products)

 •3292  (Asbestos
Products)

 •348  (Ordinance
and Accessories)

b.  Certain oil and
gas extraction and
processing are
exempt from zoning
regulations as
provided for in
Subsection
21.1O.030.B, and are
controlled by Title
12 of the Municipal
Code.

c.  SIC code 371
(Motor Vehicles and
Motor Vehicle
Equipment) shall be
permitted in the IG
district when located
more than 150 ft.
from a residential
district, and require
a conditional use
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permit when located
closer than 150 ft.

5.  Transportation-
Related Uses
(SIC codes 41, 421,
4215, 423, 473, 478)

a.  SIC code 45 uses
shall require a
conditional use

permit outside the
boundaries of the

Long Beach Airport
and/or on adjacent
properties directly
supporting airport

operations.

 5.1  With no
outdoor container
storage

C C C*

 5.2  With outdoor
container storage
associated with
shipping/trucking/rail

C C C* See Special
Development
Standards for

Trucking terminals
and yards. Section

21.45.168 5.3  Air
transportation (SIC
code 45)

N N Y*

 5.4  Helipads C C C See Item
10

 5.5  Electric, gas,
and sanitary services
(SIC code 49, except
492 and 4932.
Includes refuse
transfer stations)

C C C

6.  Wholesale Trade
 (SIC codes 50*, 51*,
422)

Y Y Y a.  Prohibited in IL,
IM, and IP, and

requires a
conditional use
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permit in IG:

 •  4225 (personal
storage, self-storage,
including
recreational vehicle,
and/or
miniwarehouse as
defined by Section
21.15.570

 •  5015 (motor
vehicle parts, used)

 •  5093 (scrap and
waste materials,
including retail
sales)

 •  5154 (livestock
sales)

 

Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts 
(Continued)

Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and
Exceptions

7. Retail Trade a.  Primarily, these
uses are intended to

serve nearby
industries and

employees, and the
retail's proximity will
provide convenience
with minimal impact

on the retail
operations.

 7.1  Eating places Y Y Y See item b.  Any business
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without drive-thru
service (SIC code
5812*)

10 in this
table.

involved in the sale
of alcoholic
beverages shall be
subject to
conditional use
permit review and
shall meet the
location
requirements
contained in Section
21.52.201 
The following
exceptions do not
require a conditional
use permit:
  Restaurants with
alcoholic beverage
service only with
meals, whereby
alcoholic beverage
sales comprise 30
percent or less of
the monthly gross
sales of the
restaurant. This
generally means
that any use with a
fixed bar is not
exempt from the
conditional use
permit requirement.
A service bar is not a
fixed bar. A sushi
bar where alcoholic
beverages are
served at the same
bar as meals is
considered as
serving alcoholic
beverages only with
meals. A cocktail

 7.2  Eating with
drive-thru service
(SIC code 5812*)

Y/C Y/C Y/C

 7.3  Book and
video stores; video
rentals (SIC codes
5735, 5942, 7841)

Y Y Y

 7.4  All other retail
trade (SIC codes 52

Y C C
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through 57, 59) lounge without a bar
but with service
primarily of hors
d'oeuvres and
alcoholic beverages
shall require a
conditional use
permit.

See item 13 in this
table for "drinking
places." (SIC code
5813)

 •  Any use located
more than 500 ft.

from a zone district
which allows

residential use.

 •  Department
store or florist shop
with accessory sales

of alcoholic
beverages.

 •  A grocery store
of 20,000 sq. ft. or

more with accessory
sales of alcoholic

beverages.

 •  Existing legal,
nonconforming

uses.

 

Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts 
(Continued)



Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and
Exceptions 

7. Retail Trade
(continued)

c.  Pawnshops
(included within SIC

code 5932) shall
require a conditional

use permit in all
zones.

d.  Gasoline Service
Stations (SIC code

5541) and Fuel
Dealers (SIC code

598) shall be
permitted in the IG

district.

e.  Sales of firearms
in the IL zone shall

require a conditional
use permit.

8.  Service-Related
Industries

 8.1  Laundry,
cleaning and
garment services
(SIC code 721)

Y Y Y See Item
10 in this

table.

a.  Primarily, these
uses are intended to

serve nearby
industries and

employees, and the
services' proximity

will provide
convenience with

minimal impact on
the service
operations.

 8.2  Other personal
services (SIC codes
722, 723, 724, 725,
726, 7291)

Y AP AP



 8.3  Tattoo and
massage parlors

N N N b.  Parking lots and
structures which are

principal uses (SIC
code 752) shall be
subject to parking
lot development

standards contained
in Chapter 21.41

 8.4  Repair services
within enclosed
structure (SIC codes
75* and 76)

Y Y Y

 8.5  Repair services
with outdoor
operations (SIC
codes 7353, 7359,
75*)

N Y/C Y

 8.6  Funeral,
mortuary and
crematorium (SIC
code 7261)

N AP AP Subject to special
development

standards specified
in Section 21.52.211

 

Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts 
(Continued)

Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and
Exceptions 

9.  Professional
Office and
Institutional Uses
 
 (SIC codes 60, 61,
62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 73
[except 7353 and
7359], 861, 862, 863,
864, 878* Division J
(Public
Administration))

Y AP AP See Item
10 in this

table.

a.  Prohibited in all
industrial districts:

 •  6099 (Functions
related to
depository banking,
not elsewhere
classified)

 •  9223
(Correctional
Institutions)

 •  8744 (Jails,
privately operated-
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correctional
facilities, adult
privately operated),
except a
"Community
Correctional Re-
entry Center," as
defined in Section
21.15.602, may be
permitted in the IL,
IM and IG zone
districts pursuant to
a conditional use
permit as set forth
in Chapter 21.52

b.  Offices are
intended to serve
nearby industries
and employees.

c.  Emergency
shelters (8322) shall
be subject to the
special development
standards specified
in Section 21.45.132

 9.1  Emergency
shelters
(SIC code 8322*)

N N N Y

 

Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts 
(Continued)

Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and Exceptions 

10.  Port-Dependent And
Support Businesses

See
Items

1-9

See
Items

1-9

See
Items

1-9

Y  •  Ancillary Port
Facilities —ship building
and repair, towboat and
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and
11-14
in this
table.

and
11-14
in this
table.

and
11-14
in this
table.

salvage operations,
bunker barge loading,
sportflshing launching,
marine research, Coast

Guard operations,
marine-oriented fire

protection, equipment
storage for dredging and
waterfront construction,

oil spill cleanup

 • 
Commercial/Recreational
Facilities—water-
oriented parks,
sightseeing, sportflshing,
water skiing, restaurants,
hotels, curio shops,
marinas, boat sales and
manufacturing, charter
boat operations, tackle
shops, tourist attractions
(e.g., Queen Mary),
vessel storage

 •  Federal Use—
shipyard and drydock
operations, Navy Base
and support

See
Items
1-9
and
11-14
in this
table.

See
Items

1-9
and

11-14
in this
table.

See
Items

1-9
and

11-14
in this
table.

Y  •  Oil And Gas
Production—including
tankage, processing,

drilling, and water
injection

 
 •  Utilities—installations

and rights-of-way,
including SCE station on

Terminal Island

11.  Communications Y Y Y See a.  Requires conditional
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(SIC code 48*) Item
10 in
this

table.

use permit in all districts:
 
 •  483 (Radio and
television broadcasting
stations)
 
 •  Microwave
transmission or relay
towers
 
 •  Wireless
Telecommunications
Facilities
(see Chapter 21.56

12.  Recycling Operations a.  Collection center with
attendant subject to

development standards
contained in Section

21.52.265

 12.1  Containers for
cans, bottles, etc.
(accessory use)

Y Y Y Y

 12.2  Collection center
with attendant or
recycling
processing/manufacturing
center

C C C N

 

Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts 
(Continued)

Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and
Exceptions 

13.  Recreation And
Entertainment Uses

a.  Any business
involved in the sale

of alcoholic
beverages shall be

subject to
conditional use 13.1  Outdoor C N N See Item
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recreation (drive-in
theater, racetrack,
golf, driving range,
shooting range and
similar uses)

10 in this
table.

permit review and
shall meet the

location
requirements

contained in Section
21.52.201. The

following exceptions
do not require
conditional use

permit:

 13.2  Movie
theaters

Y Y Y N •  Restaurant with
alcoholic beverage
service only with
meals, whereby

alcoholic beverage
sales comprise 30
percent or less of
the monthly gross

sales of the
restaurant. This
generally means

that any use with a
fixed bar is not

exempt from the
conditional use

permit requirement.
A service bar is not a

fixed bar. A sushi
bar where alcoholic

beverages are
served at the same

bar as meals is
considered as

serving alcoholic
beverages only with

meals. A cocktail
lounge without a bar

but with service
primarily of hors

d'oeuvres and

 13.3  Bars,
nightclubs, cabarets
and the like with
alcohol
(SIC code 5813*)

C* C* C* C*

Y Y Y Y

 13.4  Health clubs
and the like
(SIC code 7991)

C N N N
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alcoholic beverages
shall require a
conditional use

permit.

 •  Any use located
more than 500 ft.

from a zone district
which allows

residential use

 •  Department
store or florist shop
with accessory sales

of alcoholic
beverages

 •  Existing legal,
nonconforming uses

 13.5  Interim Parks

  a.  Community
gardens

IP IP IP N See Section
21.52.260

  b.  Passive parks Y Y Y N See Section
21.45.155

  c.  Playgrounds IP IP IP N See Section
21.52.260

  d.  Recreational
parks

AP AP AP N See Section
21.52.260

 

Table 33-2
Uses In Industrial Districts 
(Continued)

Use IL IM IG IP *Notes and
Exceptions 
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14.  Miscellaneous
uses

 14.1  Caretaker,
night watchman's
quarters*

AP AP AP AP a.  Caretaker
quarters permitted
only in conjunction

with a permitted
nonresidential use.

 14.2  Art studio
with associated
residence

AP AP AP N b.  Billboards
subject to

regulations and
standards contained

in Chapter 21.54

 14.3  Vocational
schools (SIC code
824)

Y Y Y Y c.  For temporary
use regulations, see

Chapter 21.53

 14.4  Job training
and vocational
rehabilitation (SIC
code 833)

C C C C

 14.5  Daycare
facilities (SIC code
835)

C C C C

 14.6  Museums
(SIC code 841)

Y Y Y Y

 14.7  Billboards*
(outdoor advertising)

C C C C b.  Billboards
subject to

regulations and
standards contained

in Chapter 21.54

 14.8  Temporary
outdoor events and
temporary
construction offices*

T T T T

 14.9  Vending carts AP AP AP N
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NOTE: All uses are subject to performance standards as defined in Section 21.33.090

* = See "Notes
and
Exceptions"
column.

Y = Permitted by
right.

N = Not
permitted.

AP = Administrative
use permit
required.

Y/AP = Either
permitted by

right or
subject to

administrative
use permit

review,
depending

upon criteria
contained in

Section
21.33.080.C.

Y/C = Either
permitted by

right or
subject to

conditional
use permit

review,
depending

upon criteria
contained in

Section
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A.

B.

C.

D.

21.33.080.C.

C = Conditional
use permit
required.

T = Temporary
use. See

Chapter 21.53

IP = Interim park
use permit

required. For
special

conditions see
Chapter 21.52

 

The SIC uses are considered here primarily according to the operational characteristics involved in
creating the product (e.g., slaughtering, manufacturing pulp, manufacturing industrial inorganic chemicals,
petroleum refining) and the effects that these operations may have on nearby uses. The actual product
created is of secondary importance. The requirement for a conditional use permit does not presuppose
that a proposed use will present adverse impacts, but that the public should be informed of the proposed
use and be given the opportunity to comment on the proposal at a public hearing.

(ORD-13-0018 ; § 5(exh. C), 2013; ORD-13-0022 ; § 3, 2013; ORD-13-0004 , § 1, 2013; ORD-12-0006 , § 4, 2012; ORD-11-0011, §
4(Exh. D), 2011; ORD-10-0033, § 1, 2010; Ord. C-7904 § 4, 2004; Ord. C-7550 § 8, 1998; Ord. C-7500 § 6, 1997: Ord. C-7399 § 7,
1996; Ord. C-7392 § 1, 1996; Ord. C-7378 §§ 15, 16, 1995; Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.090 - Performance standards.

Purpose. The performance standards established in this Section are intended to ensure that
industrial/manufacturing uses operate in a manner that protects the public health and safety, and
which does not produce adverse impacts on nearby properties nor the community at large. The
standards in this Section apply to all industrial/manufacturing districts. The Director of Planning and
Building shall be authorized to interpret the performance standards.
Standards May Be Changed. Ongoing scientific and technological advances related to the
identification and measurement of impacts require that these performance standards remain up to
date. These standards may be modified from time to time as required by technological changes.
Noise Standards. All uses and activities shall comply with the noise regulations contained in Chapter
8.80 (Noise) of the City of Long Beach Municipal Code.
Hours of Operation Standards. Between the hours of ten (10:00) p.m. and seven (7:00) a.m.,
industrial businesses shall discontinue operations that produce noise levels at the nearest residential
district or hospital property line higher than those permitted under Chapter 8.80 (Noise) of the
Municipal Code.
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E.

F.

A.

B.

C.

D.

1.
2.
3.

A.

Light and Glare Standards. All lighting, reflective surfaces, or any other source of illumination shall
not produce adverse effects on public streets or on any other parcel. Lights shall be shielded at lot
lines so as not to be directly visible from any adjoining residential district.
On-Site Containment of Materials and Waste. No material or waste shall be deposited on a
property in such a form or manner that it may be transferred off the property by natural causes or
forces such as wind or rain. All materials or wastes which might cause fumes or dust, or which
constitute a fire hazard, or which may be edible by or otherwise attractive to rodents or insects, shall
be stored outdoors only in closed containers approved by the Director of Planning and Building.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.33.100 - General provisions.

This Division II establishes development standards applicable to all new construction and additions to
existing development in the industrial districts.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.110 - Minimum lot size.

All new subdivisions of land shall comply with the minimum lot size requirements indicated in Table 33-3.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.120 - Maximum lot coverage.

No building or structure shall be constructed to exceed the lot coverage standards indicated in Table 33-3.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.130 - Maximum building and structure height.

No building or other structure shall be constructed to exceed the height limitations indicated in Table
33-3, except for signs, which are subject to the standards set forth in Chapters 21.44 (On-Premises
Signs) and 21.54 (Billboards).
Flagpoles, when placed on the roof of a building, may exceed the height limit for a principal building
by ten feet (10′). When placed on the ground, flagpoles shall not exceed a height of sixty feet (60′).
Television or radio receiving or transmitting antennas may exceed the applicable height limit as
provided for in Section 21.46.060 (Special Development Standards).
The following rooftop elements and equipment may extend up to ten feet (10′) above the building
height:

Rooftop stair and elevator penthouse enclosures.
Rooftop heating and air conditioning equipment and ducts.
Rooftop safety rails.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.140 - Setbacks and yards.

Setbacks and Yards Required. Building setbacks and yards shall be provided as indicated in Table
33-4. Yard areas shall be clear of all structures from the ground to the sky, except for permitted
projections, and shall be landscaped in accordance with the landscaping provisions (Chapter 21.42) of
this Title.
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B.

C.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

D.

Corner Cut-off Required. Corner cut-offs, as defined in Chapter 21.15 of this Title, shall be required
in all industrial districts at the intersections of streets, driveways, and alleys. The corner cut-off shall
be free of any structure or vegetation which impedes or obstructs access or visibility.
Permitted Projections. No appurtenances, projections, or other building features may project into
required yards, except:

Architectural elements not more than two feet (2′) into the required yard area;
Awnings;
Bay windows projecting not more than two feet (2′) into the required yard area;
Lamp posts;
A porte cochere;
Roof eaves projecting no closer than two feet, six inches (2′ 6″) from the property line; and
Signs, as specified in Chapter 21.44 (On-Premises Signs) of this Title.

Permitted Uses. The following uses and accessory structures shall be the only uses and structures
permitted in required yard areas: driveways, automobile surface parking lots, landscaping, and on-
premises signs. All other uses shall be prohibited.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.145 - Parking areas abutting streets.

Wherever a parking area abuts a property line adjacent to a street, a five foot (5') wide landscaped
strip shall be provided between the parking area and the property line abutting the public right-of-way.
See Chapter 21.42 for additional requirements.

(ORD-10-0031, § 3, 2010; Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

Table 33-3

General Development Standards

Standard Zone District

IL IM IG IP

Minimum Lot
Size (a) (see
21.33.110 

15,000 sq. ft. 20,000 sq. ft. 20,000 sq. ft. No restriction

Maximum Lot
Coverage (see
21.33.120 

55% 60% 80% (b) No restriction

Maximum
Building Height
(see 21.33.130 

4 stories or 60
ft., whichever is
more restrictive

45 ft. 65 ft. 65 ft.

Maximum Non- 45 ft. 45 ft. No restriction No restriction
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(a)

(b)

Building
Structure
Height

Maximum
Accessory Office
Space (see also
21.33.170 

•  25% of gross
floor area for
tenant spaces
≥5,000 sq. ft.

•  25% of gross
floor area

•  25% of gross
floor area

No restriction

•  45% of gross
floor area for
tenant spaces <
5,000 sq. ft.

•  45% of gross
floor area for
tenant spaces <
5,000 sq. ft.

•  45% of gross
floor area for
tenant spaces <
5,000 sq. ft.

Minimum
Landscaped
Area

see Chapter
21.42

see Chapter
21.42

see Chapter
21.42

see Chapter
21.42

Fence
Regulations

see Chapter
21.43

see Chapter
21.43

see Chapter
21.43

see Chapter
21.43

 

 

Notes:

The minimum lot size standards shall apply only to new subdivision of land. They do not apply to new
construction or remodeling on existing lots or to air space subdivisions of existing lots. Lot lines of
existing lots may be adjusted per Chapter 20.20 (Subdivision Regulations).
City redevelopment plans may establish an alternative standard which supersedes this standard. For
the Westside Redevelopment Project Area, the maximum lot coverage standard is 60 percent for new
buildings.

Table 33-4

Minimum Required Setbacks/Yards Areas

Required Setback/Yard Area IL IM IG IP

Yard Fronting on Minor
Arterial or Greater Street
Classification

10 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft. 10 ft.

Yard Fronting on Local or
Collector Street

6 ft. 0 ft. 0 ft. 0 ft.
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(a)
(b)

A.
1.

2.

B.
1.

2.

C.

Parking Lot Setback for Yard
Fronting on a Street

5 ft. (a) 5 ft. (a) 5 ft. (a) 5 ft. (a)

Yards Abutting Alleys 10 ft. from
centerline

10 ft. from
centerline

10 ft. from
centerline

10 ft. from
centerline

Yards Abutting Residential
District

20 ft. 45 ft. 45 ft. No
restriction

Yards Abutting
Nonresidential District

0 ft. (b) 0 ft. (b) 0 ft. (b) 0 ft. (b)

 

Notes:

See also Section 21.33.145
Separation between buildings on adjacent lots shall be provided as required by the Fire Code and
Uniform Building Code, or any successor Code.

(ORD-10-0031, § 4, 2010)

21.33.150 - Outdoor storage and activities.

IL District Regulations.
Outdoor Storage. Accessory outdoor storage of goods, materials, or equipment shall be
permitted only in the side and rear yards. However, no materials shall be stored within any
required street side yard setback. All outdoor storage areas shall be completely screened
from view from public rights-of-way and adjacent properties with screening the same height
as the materials being stored. Stored goods and materials shall not exceed a stacking height
of eight feet (8′).
Activities. Except as otherwise permitted by Table 33-2, no outdoor production, processing,
or manufacturing activities associated with a business shall be permitted at any time. All such
activities must be conducted within an entirely enclosed structure. This restriction shall not
apply to loading operations or other necessary support functions of a business.

IM District Regulations.
Outdoor Storage. Outdoor storage shall be permitted except in required front street and
side street yard setbacks, and required parking and loading areas. Such storage shall be fully
screened from view with solid screening materials at least the same height as the materials
being stored, or at least twelve feet (12′), whichever is less. Stored goods and materials shall
not exceed a stacking height of fifteen feet (15′), with the exception of container storage,
which shall not be stacked higher than two (2) containers.
Activities. The following are permitted outdoor activities, provided all such activities meet
the performance standards contained in Section 21.33.090 of this Chapter: processing,
assembly, and fabrication of goods; and the maintenance, repair, and salvage of equipment
associated with a business.

IG District Regulations.
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1.

2.

3.

D.
1.

2.

E.

A.

B.

A.

B.

C.

Outdoor Storage. Outdoor storage shall be permitted except in required front street and
side street setbacks, and in required parking and loading areas. Such storage shall be fully
screened from view from a public right-of-way and any adjacent or abutting residential use.
Stored goods and materials shall not exceed a stacking height of fifteen feet (15′).
Transport Containers. Transport containers used for storing goods, materials, or equipment
to be transported by truck, train, or marine vessel may be stored anywhere on a lot, with the
exception of any required corner cutoff area. No more than two (2) containers shall be
stacked atop one another.
Activities. The following are permitted outdoor activities, provided all such activities meet
the performance standards contained in Section 21.33.090 of this Chapter: processing,
assembly, and fabrication of goods; and the maintenance, repair, and salvage of equipment
associated with a business.

IP District Regulations.
Outdoor Storage. Outdoor storage, including the storage of transport containers used for
storing goods, materials, or equipment to be transported by truck, train, or marine vessel,
may occur anywhere on a lot, with the exception of any required corner cutoff area. Such
storage shall be subject to any screening or security requirements established by the Long
Beach Harbor Department.
Activities. All activities ordinarily associated with port and port-related businesses shall be
permitted to occur out of doors consistent with regulations established by the Harbor
Department.

Surfacing of Outdoor Storage and Activity Areas. In all industrial districts, all outdoor storage and
activity areas shall be surfaced with paving materials as required by the Director of Planning and
Building, and all such surfaced areas shall be maintained in good condition.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.160 - Accessory structures.

Use Restrictions. The use of accessory buildings and structures shall conform to the requirements
contained in Chapter 21.51 (Accessory Uses) of this Title.
Trash Receptacles. Adequate trash receptacles shall be provided to accommodate the refuse
generated on a site. If visible from a public street, receptacles shall conform to the applicable
development standards contained in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards) of this Title.

(Ord. C-7663 § 20, 1999; Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.170 - Accessory o�ce space in industrial buildings.

Maximum Area Permitted. Office space is permitted as an accessory use within an industrial
building. The accessory office space is limited to the percent of gross floor area indicated in Table 33-
3.
Requirements For Tenant Spaces Containing Less than Five Thousand Square Feet. As indicated
in Table 33-3, tenant spaces which are less than five thousand (5,000) square feet of gross floor area
in size may use a maximum of forty-five percent (45%) of gross floor area for office purposes.
However, wherever such office space exceeds twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross floor area of an
individual tenant space, an additional three (3) parking spaces shall be provided in addition to any
parking required for the principal use.
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A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

Office Space in Excess of Maximum Allowable. If office space in excess of the maximum allowable
is proposed, the office space shall be considered the principal use, and such use shall be subject to all
use regulations and development standards applicable to that principal use.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.180 - Rooftop equipment screening.

Purpose. The City recognizes that mechanical equipment on rooftops can be unattractive and can
facilitate unauthorized access into buildings. Therefore, the screening requirements contained in this
Section shall be applied to improve the aesthetic quality of the City and to improve the security of
buildings.
Applicability. This Section applies to all development in the industrial districts for all rooftop
equipment visible from an adjacent street, highway or abutting residential district.
Materials and Design. All screening devices shall be of a material consistent with the color and style
of the building, and shall be well-integrated into the building design through such features as parapet
walls, false roofs, or equipment rooms. Louvered designs are acceptable if consistent with the
building style. All screening materials shall be of a type requiring limited maintenance. Wood lattice
shall not be permitted.
Secured. All rooftop mechanical equipment shall be secured from unauthorized entry to the
satisfaction of the Director of Planning and Building.
Approval Required. Prior to issuance of a mechanical permit for rooftop equipment, the Director of
Planning and Building shall review the proposed screening plan for compliance with the provisions of
this Section.

(Ord. C-7378 § 17, 1995; Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.190 - O�-street parking and loading.

Off-street parking and loading shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and
Loading Requirements) of this Title.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.200 - Landscaping requirements.

Landscaping shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.42 (Landscaping Standards) of this Title.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.210 - Fences and garden walls.

Fences and garden walls, other than those required by this Title for parking lot and outdoor storage
screening, are permitted accessory structures subject to the development standards contained in Chapter
21.43 (Fences and Garden Walls) of this Title.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.220 - On-premises signs.

On-premises signs are permitted accessory structures subject to the development standards contained in
Chapter 21.44 (On-Premises Signs) of this Title.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)

21.33.230 - Right-of-way dedications and improvements.
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Public right-of-way shall be reserved, dedicated, and/or improved as required by Chapter 21.47
(Dedication, Reservation and Improvement of Public Rights-of-Way) of this Title.

(Ord. C-7360 § 3, 1995)
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CHAPTER 21.34 - INSTITUTIONAL DISTRICT

21.34.010 - Purpose.

The Institutional (I) district is established to create, preserve and enhance areas for public and institutional
land uses and to provide restrictions to minimize the effect of such uses on surrounding uses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.020 - Long range development plan required.

Any site with a lot area exceeding forty thousand (40,000) square feet shall submit a long range
development plan for the institution. Such long range development plan shall include all development of
the site and site expansions (within the institutional zone or under the institution's ownership, whichever
is greater) anticipated over the next twenty (20) years. Such plan shall be submitted to the Planning
Commission for approval through the site plan review procedure. No site plan review shall be approved
and no building permit shall be issued for any building or structure which is not consistent with the long
range development plan.

(Ord. C-7032 § 27, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.025 - Site plan review.

Site plan review shall be required pursuant to Division V of Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.030 - Adult entertainment business.

Any business considered an "adult entertainment business" as defined by Subsections 21.15.110.A
through 21.15.110.K of this Title shall be subject to special locational standards as indicated in Chapter
21.45 (Special Development Standards).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.34.110 - Permitted uses.

The principal permitted uses of the institutional district shall be those of a public or institutional nature.
Table 34-1 indicates the classes of uses permitted (Y), not permitted (N), permitted as a conditional use (C),
permitted as an accessory use (A), permitted with an administrative use permit (AP), and permitted as a
temporary use (T) in the Institutional (I) district.

(Ord. C-6895 §§ 17, 18, 1991: Ord. C-6684 § 24 (part), 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.120 - Prohibited uses.

Any use not specifically permitted by Section 21.34.110, Table 34-1, shall be prohibited.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


21.34.201 - General provisions.

Sections 21.34.205 through 21.34.265 set forth the development standards applicable to all uses in the
institutional district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.205 - Lot size.

The minimum lot size for a new subdivision shall be as indicated in Table 34-2.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.210 - Building height.

Maximum building and structure heights shall be as indicated in Table 34-2.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 34-1
Uses in the 
Institutional District

Use District I 

1. Arboretum, botanical gardens or nurseries Y

2. Cafeterias and restaurants A

3 Caretaker's residence AP

4. Carnival, fiesta, or similar exhibition or celebration T

5. Cemeteries (Crematorium as accessory) C

6. Churches Y

7. Colleges, universities and vocational training centers Y

8. Commercial uses (as principal use) N

9. Construction trailer T

10. Convention and exhibition centers Y

11 Country clubs (with golf course) Y

12. Cultural centers Y

13 Daycare/preschool Y

14. Fire stations Y
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15. Government offices Y

16. Hall rental C

17. Handicapped and senior citizen housing C

18. Historical landmarks, memorials and monuments Y

19 Hospitals, medical centers, medical office complexes,
convalescent hospitals

Y

20. Interim storage of vehicles and service yard (2 years) C

21 Libraries Y

22. Manufacturing N

23. Marinas Y

24. Off-premises signs N

25. Outdoor sales events (see Section 21.52.256 C

26. Museums Y

27. Parking (commercial) C

28. Parking (courtesy) A

29. Pistol or rifle range C

30. Police station Y

31. Police training academy C

32. Recreational facility A

33. Residential - single-family Y

34. Residential - multiple-family N

35. Sale of alcoholic beverage C

36. Schools (public or private, excluding vocational schools) Y

37. Schools (vocational) N

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


 

Table 34-1
Uses in the
Institutional District
(Continued)

Use District I 

38. Social service office of nonprofit organization Y

39. Special group residence (communal, board and care, etc.) C

40. Stadium C

41. Trailer used for office or nightwatchman's quarters T

42. Water tanks Y

43. Wireless Telecommunications Facilities (see Chapter 21.56 C

 

 

Abbreviations:  Y = Permitted.
N = Not permitted
C = Conditional use permit required. Refer to Chapter 21.52 
A = Permitted as an accessory use. Special conditions may apply. Refer to Chapter 21.51 
T = Permitted as a temporary use subject to the requirements of Chapter 21.53 of this Title.
AP = Permitted with an administrative use permit.

(ORD-13-0022 ; § 4, 2013; ORD-11-0011, § 5(Exh. E), 2011; Ord. C-7881 § 5, 2003; Ord. C-7399 § 8, 1996; Ord. C-6895 § 18, 1991;
Ord. C-6684 § 24 (part), 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 34-2
Development Standards

Development Criteria Standard

1. Minimum lot size 10,000 sf

2. Maximum lot coverage 50%

3. Maximum building height

 -Principal structure 30′, or 1′
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A.

B.

for each 2′
of

distance
from

abutting
residential

district,
whichever
is greater

 -Accessory structure 15′

 -Flagpoles Same as
principal
structure

 Abbreviations: sf = square feet

 

 

21.34.215 - Lot coverage.

Maximum lot coverage shall be as indicated in Table 34-2.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.220 - Yards required.

Yard areas shall be provided as indicated in Table 34-3. The structures allowed in yard areas shall be as
provided in Table 31-3 and as provided in Section 21.34.250.

(Ord. C-6822 § 15, 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.225 - Corner cut-o�s.

Corner Cut-off Required. Corner cut-offs shall be required in all institutional districts at intersections
of streets, driveways and alleys. Corner cut-off shall be a minimum of six feet by six feet ((6') × (6')).
The corner cut-off shall be free of any structure or vegetation which impedes or obstructs access or
visibility.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 34-3 
Yard Requirements

Yard Required
Setback

1. Front 20′
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A.

B.

C.

A.

B.

C.

D.
1.

2.

3.

2. Side/rear

  a. Adjoining or abutting nonresidential district 4′

  b. Adjoining or abutting residential district 15′

  c. Corner lot 10′

 

21.34.230 - Distance between principal use buildings.

Principal use buildings shall be separated by not less than eight feet (8').

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.235 - Building design, treatment and �nish.

All new and remodeled buildings shall comply with the following criteria:

Compatible Treatment. All sides of a building visible from a public street or adjoining, abutting
or adjacent to a residential district, shall be designed, treated and finished in a manner
compatible with the residential area and with the other visible sides of the building.
Contrasting Material. Not less than ten percent (10%) of a building wall shall be treated and
finished with a material other than stucco or cement block, painted or unpainted, unless the
Zoning Administrator determines that such contrasting material would detract from the project
design or adequate landscaping above minimum standards would provide the equivalent effect.
Roof Security. All roof areas not visible from the public right-of-way shall be provided with roof
features designed to prevent people from gaining unauthorized access to the rooftop.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.240 - Screening required.

Open Uses. All permitted uses, including storage, shall be screened by a solid wall not less than six
feet (6′) in height. Material being stored shall not be visible above the wall.
Parking Lots. All parking lots shall be screened in accordance with the provisions of Section 21.41.266
of this Title.
Refuse Storage Areas. Refuse collection receptacles shall be located and screened as required by
Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards) of this Title.
Mechanical Equipment Screening. Mechanical equipment shall be screened as follows:

Required. Rooftop mechanical equipment, except solar collectors and rain gutters, shall be
screened on all sides by screening not less than the height of the equipment being screened.
Secured. All rooftop mechanical equipment shall be secured from unauthorized entry to the
satisfaction of the Director of Planning and Building.
Materials. All rooftop mechanical equipment screening devices shall be of a material requiring a
low degree of maintenance. Wood shall generally not be used unless it can be shown that proper
maintenance will occur. All screening devices shall be well integrated into the design of the
building through such items as parapet walls continuous with the walls of the structure, false
roofs, or equipment rooms.
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4.

A.

B.

C.

Substitutions. Well-planned, compact, architecturally-integrated rooftop equipment may be
substituted for screening with the approval of the Director of Planning and Building.

(Ord. C-7633 § 21, 1999; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.245 - Residential development.

Residential development in the Institutional District shall conform to the development standards of the R-
1-N Zone District. Special group residences shall conform to the standards specified in Section 21.52.271.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.250 - Accessory structures.

Use Restrictions. The use of accessory buildings and structures shall conform to the requirements of
Chapter 21.51 (Accessory Uses) of this Title.
Development Standards. Accessory structures and buildings may be placed anywhere on a lot
except within the required street front setback area or as otherwise restricted by Chapter 21.45
(Special Development Standards).
Trash Receptacles. Adequate trash receptacles shall be provided to accommodate all refuse
generated on a site. Such receptacles shall conform to the development standards for trash
receptacles contained in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards).

(Ord. C-7663 §§ 22, 23, 1999; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.255 - O�-street parking and loading.

Off-street parking and loading shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and
Loading Requirements) of this Title. Parking may be provided on any location on the lot not otherwise
prohibited, except it shall not be located within the ten feet (10′) of front yard area abutting a street.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.260 - Landscaping requirements.

Landscaping shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.42 (Landscaping Standards) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.265 - Fences and garden walls.

Fences and garden walls are permitted accessory structures subject to the requirements of Chapter 21.43
(Fences and Garden Walls) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.270 - On-premises signs.

On-premises signs are permitted accessory structures in the Institutional District subject to the
development standards contained in Chapter 21.44 (On-Premises Signs) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.34.275 - Right-of-way dedications and improvements.

Public right-of-way in the Institutional District shall be dedicated and improved as required by Chapter
21.47 (Dedication, Reservation and Improvement of Public Rights-of-Way).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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A.

CHAPTER 21.35 - PARK DISTRICT

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (5) ---

Note— Prior ordinance history: (Ord. C 6533, 1988; Ord. C 6755, 1990; Ord. C 7247, 1994; Ord. C 7399,
1996; Ord. C 7663, 1999).

21.35.010 - Purpose.

The Park P district is established to set aside and preserve publicly owned natural and open areas for
active and passive public use for recreational, cultural and community service activities. Parks are
established to promote the mental and physical health of the community and provide physical and
psychological relief from the intense urban development of the City. Such areas are characterized by
landscaped open space, beaches or inland bodies of water. Table 35-2 indicates the name, type and
zoning classification of the various parks located within the City of Long Beach.

(Ord. C 7895 § 1, 2003: Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.020 - Site plan review required.

Site plan review shall be required pursuant to Chapter 21.25, "Specific Procedures", of this Title. A site plan
review within the park district shall ensure that the building proposed will be consistent with the serenity,
setting and open space character of the park in which it is located.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.030 - Adult entertainment business.

Pertaining to the proximity of such uses to parks, any business considered an "adult entertainment
business" as defined by Subsections 21.15.110.A through 21.15.110.K of this Title shall be subject to
special locational standards as indicated in Chapter 21.45, "Special Development Standards".

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.35.110 - Purpose.

Permitted Uses. Table 35-1 indicates the classes of uses permitted (Y), not permitted (N), permitted
as a conditional use (C), permitted as an accessory use (A), and permitted as a temporary use (T) in the
park district.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.120 - Prohibited uses.

Any use not specifically permitted by Table 35-1 shall be prohibited.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

TABLE 35-1
Uses in Park Districts
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Use District P

Alcoholic beverage sales - with permitted or conditionally permitted
uses

C

Amphitheater, band shell, performance stage and the like:

 a. With a seating capacity of up to 200 persons Y

 b. With a seating capacity greater than 200 persons C

Athletic facilities including sports fields, swimming pools, courts and the
like

Y

Campgrounds (except recreational vehicle campgrounds) Y

Circuses N

Comfort stations A

Commercial recreation uses  (see definition, e.g., miniature golf
courses, water slides, bicycle rentals, nonmotorized vehicles, and the
like)

C

 

TABLE 35-1
Uses in Park Districts
(Continued)

Use District P

Commercial uses-other N

Community gardens Y

Community service uses :

 a. Nonregional, City staffed Y

 b. Nonregional, nonprofit C

 c. Nonregional, for profit N

Community service uses -regional N

(a)

(b)

(b)



Construction trailer T

Cultural and educational uses (e.g., museums, ranchos, nature centers
and the like)

Y

Daycare and preschools:

 a. Cooperatives and City staffed Y

 b. Nonprofit C

Electronic video games (not to exceed 4 in any 1 building) A

Exhibition grounds on a permanent basis for fairs, carnivals, trade
shows and the like, or for continuation of fairs, carnivals, trade shows
and the like beyond 10 days in length

N

Exhibitions, trade shows and the like T

Fairs, festivals, carnivals, holiday celebrations, pageants, social events
and the like for a period not to exceed 10 days

T

Food and beverage concessions (not including alcoholic) A

Landscaped open areas Y

Libraries of the City of Long Beach C

Motor vehicle racing or testing N

Natural habitat reserves or preserves Y

Offices for the supervision and maintenance of park facilities, programs
and activities

A

Parking (commercial) N

Parks and related improvements Y

Passive games and activities, and arts and crafts classes Y

Police and fire stations, communication centers, schools, government
buildings and the like

N

Private clubs (nonprofit and recreational only) C



(a)

(b)

Recreational equipment sale and rental for use in park (except that
motorcycles, motorized skateboards, mopeds and the like, are not
permitted)

A

Recreational vehicle campground C

Recreational vehicle storage N

Residential uses (except caretaker or guard facilities) N

Restaurants with or without alcoholic beverage sales C

Sale of alcoholic beverage C

Sewage and wastewater treatment of tertiary or more advanced level of
treatment

A

Wireless Telecommunications Facilities (see Chapter 21.56 C

Any use which violates the noise ordinance of the City N

 

 

Abbreviations:  Y = Permitted as a principal use.
N = Not permitted.
C = Conditional use permit required. Refer to Chapter 21.52 
A = Permitted as accessory use. Refer to Chapter 21.51 
T = Permitted as temporary use. Refer to Chapter 21.53

"Commercial recreation" is any recreational use in parks for which a fee is charged independent of
City oversight. (See definition for "commercial recreation" in Section 21.15.565 and findings for such
uses in the park P district in Section 21.52.610.)
"Community service use" is a service provided for the health and welfare of the individual receiving
the service. Such uses in parks do not include the permanent provision of food, shelter or medical
services except for counseling, health fairs, medical screening and the like. Nonregional community
service uses serve the local community—the neighbors nearby who require the service. Regional
serving community service providers serve a much wider constituency.

(ORD-11-0011, § 6(Exh. F), 2011; Ord. C-7826 § 3, 2002)

Table 35-2
Park Dedications/Designations

Park Name Type Dedication
Type

Zoning
Classification
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Admiral Kidd N Dedicated P

Alamitos at 72nd M Designated P

Alamitos Bay Marina SU Designated PD-4

Arbor Street M Dedicated P

Atlantic Plaza N Dedicated P

Bayshore Playground M Designated P

Beach R Designated
and

Dedicated

P

Belmont Pier and Plaza SU Designated PD-2 and R-
4-R & P

Belmont Pool Complex SU Designated PD-2 and P

Birdcage M Dedicated P

Bixby C Dedicated P

Bixby Knolls N Dedicated P

Bouton Creek M Dedicated P

Bluff G Dedicated P

Burton Chace M Dedicated P

California Recreation Center N Dedicated P

Carroll M Dedicated P

Cesar Chavez C Dedicated PD-30 and
PR

Channel View G Dedicated PD-1

Cherry C Dedicated P

Chittick Field SU County
owned

P



College Estates N Dedicated P

Colonnade M Dedicated R-1-S

Colorado Lagoon SU Designated P

Coolidge N Dedicated P

Crocker Plaza (Victory) G Dedicated PD-6

Daisy Avenue G Dedicated P

 

Table 35-2
Park Dedications/Designations (Continued)

Park Name Type Dedication
Type

Zoning
Classification

Davies Launch Ramp SU Designated P

Deforest N Dedicated P

Deforest Nature Trail SU County
owned

P

Douglas M Dedicated P

Downtown Marina Mole SU Designated PD-6

Drake N Dedicated PD-10

East Village Arts M Dedicated PD-30

El Dorado Park West C Dedicated P

El Dorado Park Golf Course GC Dedicated P

El Dorado Regional Park R Dedicated P

El Dorado - Nature/Community Gardens SU Dedicated P

Fellowship M Dedicated PD-22



Fourteenth Street M Dedicated PD-29 and P

Golden Shore Marine Reserve SU Designated PD-6 and
PD-21

Golden Shore RV SU Designated PD-6 and
PD-21

Heartwell C Dedicated P

Heartwell (Campfire) SU Dedicated Institutional

Heartwell Park Golf Course GC Dedicated P

Houghton C Dedicated P

Hudson N Dedicated P

Jack Dunster Marine Reserve SU Dedicated PD-1

Jack Nichol G Dedicated PD-1

Jackson Street M Dedicated R-1-N and P

La Bella Fontana di Napoli SU Dedicated P

Leeway Sailing Center SU Designated P

Lilly M Dedicated P

Lincoln SU Dedicated PD-30

Livingston Drive M Dedicated P

LB Aquarium of the Pacific SU Designated PD-6

LB Museum of Art SU Dedicated P

Lookout M Dedicated P

Los Altos N Dedicated P

Los Altos Plaza M Dedicated P

Los Cerritos N Dedicated P



MacArthur N Dedicated P

Marina Green SU Designated PD-6 and P

Marina Vista N Designated PD-1

Marine Park (Mother's Beach) SU Designated P

Marine Stadium SU Designated PD-1 and P

 

Table 35-2
Park Dedications/Designations (Continued)

Park Name Type Dedication
Type

Zoning
Classification

Martin Luther King Jr. C Dedicated P

Maurice "Mossy" Kent M Designated PD-4

Miracle on 4th Street M Privately
owned

CNR

Naples Plaza (Overlook Park) N Dedicated P

Orizaba N Dedicated P

Pacific Electric Right-of-Way G Dedicated P

Pan American N Dedicated P

Peace M Dedicated P

Plaza Zaferia M Dedicated P

Queen Mary Events SU Designated PD-21

Rainbow Harbor Esplanade SU Designated PD-6

Rainbow Lagoon SU Designated PD-6

Ramona N Dedicated P

Recreation C Dedicated P



Recreation Park Golf Course GC Dedicated P

Recreation - 9 Hole (North of 6th Street) GC Dedicated P

Recreation - 9 Hole (South of 6th Street) GC Designated P

Rose M Dedicated P

Rotary Centennial M Dedicated PD-22

Santa Cruz (Victory) M Dedicated PD-6

Scherer C Dedicated P

Shoreline Aquatic SU Designated PD-6

Silverado C Dedicated P

Sims Pond SU Dedicated PD-1

Skylinks GC Dedicated P

Sleepy Hollow G Dedicated P

Somerset N Dedicated P

South Shore Launch Ramp SU Designated PD-21

South Street Parkway G Dedicated P

Stearns Champions C Dedicated P

Treasure Island M Dedicated P

Veterans C Dedicated P

Victory G Dedicated PD-6

Wardlow N Dedicated P

Whaley N Dedicated P

Will Rogers M Dedicated Institutional/PD-
1

Wrigley G County P



owned

 

 

 N = Neighborhood; C = Community; M = Mini; SU = Special Use; GC = Golf Course; G = Greenway

(ORD-06-0004 § 1, 2006: Ord. C-7895 § 2, 2003)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.35.205 - General provisions.

The provisions of Sections 21.35.210 through 21.35.260 shall be the standards for construction or use in
the park district. Any conversion of park land must be replaced on amenity for amenity basis on at least a
two to one (2:1) ratio. One (1) acre of replacement land shall be located in the park service area where the
land was converted and an additional acre of replacement land shall be located in a park service area
needing park land as determined by the recreation commission.

(Ord. C-7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.210 - Lot size.

No lot shall be divided or reduced in size from that existing on the effective date of this Title.

(Ord. C-7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.215 - Building height.

The maximum height of all buildings shall be thirty feet (30′).

(Ord. C-7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.220 - Site coverage.

Based upon park type classifications, specified in Table OSR-2 of the general plan open space and
recreation element, site coverage in parks shall be limited to the following maximum percentages of total
park area:

Mini and greenway parks: One percent (1%).

Regional parks: Two percent (2%).

Neighborhood parks: Seven percent (7%).

Community parks: Ten percent (10%).

Special use parks: To be determined by site plan review.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.225 - Yards—Required.

Ten feet (10′) abutting any street right-of-way and five feet (5′) abutting any other zoning district, shall be
open, free of any structures and shall be landscaped.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.230 - Design of buildings.
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A.

B.

C.

A.

B.

C.

D.

All buildings shall be designed, treated and finished to blend with the open and landscaped surroundings.
All mechanical appurtenances, other than rain gutters and solar collectors, shall be screened from public
view.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.235 - Screening required.

All storage and maintenance equipment shall be screened from public view to the satisfaction of the
Director of Planning and Building.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.240 - Accessory structures.

Use Restrictions. The use of accessory buildings and structures shall conform to the requirements of
Chapter 21.51, "Accessory Uses", of this Title.
Development Standards. Accessory structures and buildings may be placed anywhere on a lot
except within the required street front setback area or as otherwise restricted by Chapter 21.45,
"Special Development Standards".
Trash Receptacles. Adequate trash receptacles shall be provided to accommodate all refuse
generated on a site. Such receptacles shall conform to the development standards contained in
Chapter 21.45, "Special Development Standards".

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.245 - On-premises signs.

Park Signs. Each park may display one freestanding sign, not to exceed one hundred (100) square
feet, on each street frontage facing each direction, and one (1) freestanding sign, not to exceed
twenty-four (24) square feet, for each major vehicle entrance to the park. Such signs shall identify the
name of the park only.
Building Signs. Each building in the park district may contain one (1) wall sign on each building wall.
Such signs shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in area. Sign copy shall be limited to the identification
of the facility, including the name of any person to whom the facility is dedicated.
Signs on Public Properties. Exempt signs otherwise eligible under Section 21.44.070 shall be
permitted in the park district.
Prohibited Signs. All signs other than those specified in Subsections 21.35.245.A through 21.35.245.C
shall be prohibited.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.250 - O�-street parking and loading.

Parking and loading spaces shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41, "Off-Street Parking and
Loading Requirements", of this Title.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.255 - Landscaping requirements.

Landscaping shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.42, "Landscaping Standards", of this Title.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)

21.35.260 - Fences and garden walls.
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Fences and garden walls are permitted accessory structures subject to the development standards
contained in Chapter 21.43, "Fences and Garden Walls", of this Title.

(Ord. C 7826 § 3, 2002)
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CHAPTER 21.36 - PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

21.36.010 - Purpose.

The Public Right-of-Way (PR) District is established to create, enhance and preserve open areas of public
rights-of-way and to protect such areas from encroachment by other uses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.36.110 - Permitted uses.

Table 36-1 indicates the classes of uses permitted (Y), not permitted (N), permitted as a conditional use (C)
and permitted as an accessory use (A) in the Public Right-of-Way District. Accessory uses and conditional
uses may have special development standards as outlined in Chapters 21.51 (Accessory Uses) and 21.52
(Conditional Uses), respectively, of this Title.

(Ord. C-7326 § 17, 1995; Ord. C-6684 § 26, 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.36.120 - Prohibited uses.

Any use not specifically permitted by Table 36-1 shall be prohibited.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.36.210 - Development standards.

There are no special development standards for the Public Right-of-Way District.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

TABLE 36-1
Uses in the Public Right-of-Way District

Use District (PR)

 1.  Agriculture A

 2.  Caretaker dwelling A

 3.  Electrical distribution station, pipeline or flood-control
pumping station, railroad switching station or other similar
facility essential to the operation of rights-of-way

A

 4.  Electrical generating facility (except solar) N
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 5.  Flood control rights-of-way Y

 6.  Freeway rights-of-way Y

 7.  Public recreational facilities A

 8.  Railroad or rapid transit rights-of-way Y

 9.  Rail yard or maintenance yard N

10.  Right-of-way maintenance facilities A

11.  Solar collectors Y

12.  Tree farm or nursery Y

13.  Utility rights-of-way Y

14.  Wireless telecommunication facilities (see Chapter
21.56

C

 

 

Abbreviations:  Y = Permitted as a principal use.N = Not permitted.C = Conditional use permit required.
Refer to Chapter 21.52 A = Permitted as an accessory use. Special standards may apply. Refer to Chapter
21.51

(ORD-11-0011, § 7(Exh. G), 2011; Ord. C-7399 § 10, 1996; Ord. C-7326 § 17, 1995; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

CHAPTER 21.37 - PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS

21.37.010 - Purpose.

The planned development (PD) district is established to allow flexible development plans to be prepared
for areas of the City which may benefit from the formal recognition of unique or special land use and the
definition of special design policies and standards not otherwise possible under conventional zoning
district regulations. Purposes of the planned development district include permitting a compatible mix of
land uses, allowing for planned commercial areas and business parks, and encouraging a variety of
housing styles and densities.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.37.020 - Districts established.

On and after September 1, 1988, all planned development districts shall be indicated by the PD
designation, a number and a common name. Planned development districts are as follows:

PD-1—Southeast Area Development and Improvement Plan (SEADIP)
PD-2—Belmont Pier
PD-3—Reserved
PD-4—Long Beach Marina
PD-5—Ocean Boulevard
PD-6—Downtown Shoreline
PD-7—Long Beach Business Center
PD-8—Reserved
PD-9—Long Beach Airport Business Park
PD-10—Willmore City
PD-11—Rancho Estates
PD-12—Long Beach Airport Terminal
PD-13—Atlantic Aviation Center
PD-14—Reserved
PD-15—Redondo Avenue
PD-16—Reserved
PD-17—Alamitos Land
PD-18—Kilroy Airport Center
PD 19—Douglas Aircraft
PD-20—All Souls
PD-21—Queensway Bay
PD-22—Pacific Railway
PD-23—Douglas Center
PD-24—Reserved



25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

PD-25—Atlantic Avenue
PD-26—West Long Beach Business Park
PD-27—Willow Street Center
PD-28—Pacific Theaters
PD-29—Long Beach Boulevard
PD 30—Downtown Long Beach
PD-31—California State University and Technology Center/Villages at Cabrillo Long Beach Vets
PD-32 Douglas Park

(Ord. C-7959 § 3, 2004; Ord. C-7607 § 2, 1999: Ord. C-7466 § 3, 1997; Ord. C-7343 § 3, 1995; Ord. C-7115 § 7, 1993; Ord. C-6886 § 7,
1991; Ord. C-6578 § 2, 1989; Ord. C-6518 § 2, 1988; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.37.030 - Qualifying standards.

In order to qualify for the planned development district classification, a property must contain not less
than five (5) acres in size or must be a full block face surrounded on all sides by public right-of-way. In any
event, the property must have direct access to a public street.

(Ord. C-6595 § 11, 1989: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.37.040 - Establishment procedures.

A planned development district classification shall be established in accordance with the administrative
procedures contained in Division VII of Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures). Among other things, these
procedures call for preparation and adoption of a use and development standards plan.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.37.050 - Development standards.

Development plans approved by the City Council shall serve as the applicable zoning regulations for a PD
zone. Whenever a PD zone does not contain any standards for a particular aspect of development such as
landscaping, then the development standards for that aspect of a zoning district which is closest to the
overall intent of the particular planned development district shall apply.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.37.060 - Site plan review.

Site plan review is required for all development proposals within PD districts pursuant to Division V of
Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures) of this Title. The Site Plan Review Committee shall refer to the
Planning Commission all planned development project applications which vary from the general or
specific use and development standards but which are consistent with the intent of the particular planned
development district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.37.070 - Alcoholic beverage sales uses.

On-premises and off-premises alcoholic beverage sales uses in planned development districts shall be
permitted only as conditional uses unless such uses are specifically exempted from the conditional use
permit process by a particular planned development district ordinance.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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CHAPTER 21.38 - HORSE OVERLAY DISTRICT

21.38.010 - Purpose.

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish reasonable and uniform regulations, safeguards and controls
for keeping and maintaining horses within the City. The Horse Overlay (H) district shall be considered an
overlay district and must be used in conjunction with an underlying use district. Except for the
supplemental regulations related to the keeping of horses described in this Chapter, all other uses shall
comply with the regulations applicable to the underlying district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.38.110 - Permitted uses.

Table 38-1 indicates all uses permitted (Y) and not permitted (N) in the Horse Overlay district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 38-1

Uses in the Horse Overlay District

Use Zone District: R-
1

R-
2,
R-
3,
R-
4

All
Other

Districts

Uses and accessory uses permitted in underlying district Y Y Y

Horses and ponies kept for personal use of property owner or
occupant of property

Y Y Y

Rental of stable or stall space N Y Y

Keeping of horses and ponies for off-site commercial use N N Y

Regular breeding of horses or ponies for resale N N Y

Rental of horses or ponies for riding N N Y



Offering of instruction in horsemanship N N Y

Keeping of horses and ponies for commercial purposes N N Y

Abbreviations:  Y = Permitted

N = Not permitted

 

21.38.120 - Prohibited uses.

All uses not listed in Table 38-1 as permitted uses shall be prohibited.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.38.201 - Number of horses permitted.

Table 38-2 indicates the number of horses permitted within various underlying districts. In all districts, no
horse shall be kept on any lot containing less than eight thousand (8,000) square feet of gross lot area.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 38-2

Number of Horses Permitted

District Number of Horses Permitted

R-1 Not more than one horse for each 2,500 square feet of lot area; and/or

Not more than five horses on any one lot

R-2, R-
3, R-4

Not more than one horse for each 2,500 square feet of lot area

All
other
districts

Not more than one horse for each 1,000 square feet of lot area

 

21.38.203 - General.

The provisions of Sections 21.38.205 through 21.38.245 shall be the supplemental development standards
in horse overlay districts.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.38.205 - Stalls required.

Each horse kept on the premises shall be provided with a permanent covered stall. The number of stalls
shall not exceed the permitted number of horses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.210 - Permitted location.

Stables, stalls and corrals shall be confined to the rear fifty percent (50%) of the lot. Corrals shall not be
allowed in side yard areas.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.215 - Distance from residential units.

A distance of at least one hundred feet (100') shall be maintained between all stable or stall walls and any
dwelling unit on adjacent or abutting lots. Corrals shall not be allowed within twenty-five feet (25') of any
residence.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.220 - Distance from property line.

A minimum distance of ten feet (10') shall be maintained between any property line and any stable, stall or
corral.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.225 - Distance from accessory structures.

Stable wails with openings and stalls shall maintain a minimum distance of ten feet (10') from any other
accessory structure. However, solid stable walls may be attached to accessory structures provided that
both structures receive adequate light, air and ventilation.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.230 - Construction requirements—Stalls and stables.

All stables and stalls shall be constructed in a manner which allows them to be kept in a clean and sanitary
condition. Exterior walls shall be constructed in the same manner as is required for permanent buildings.
All stables shall have a solid, fixed roof.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.235 - Construction requirements—Corrals.

Corrals shall be completely enclosed by fences or stables not less than five feet, six inches (5'6") in height.
All gates shall have latching devices.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.240 - Parking requirements.

Parking shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements) of
this Title.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.245 - Landscaping.
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The area between any corral or stable and any property line shall be landscaped and maintained in a neat
and healthy condition. One (1), fifteen (15) gallon tree shall be planted for each thirty (30) linear feet of
property line adjoining a public right-of-way. See Chapter 21.42 for additional landscaping requirements.

(ORD-10-0031, § 5, 2010; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.38.250 - Nonconforming stables and corrals.

Property owners keeping horses within designated horse overlay districts shall bring their properties into
full compliance with the requirements of this Chapter not later than April 17, 1981. Property owners
keeping horses outside a horse overlay district shall discontinue such use not later than October 17, 1982.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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A.

B.

C.

CHAPTER 21.39 - HIGH-RISE OVERLAY DISTRICT

21.39.010 - Purpose.

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish special building height limits to allow taller, highrise buildings
to locate outside the downtown area.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.39.020 - Building height restrictions.

Building height restrictions within the high-rise overlay district shall be indicated on the zoning map by the
high-rise overlay designation followed by a number indicating the maximum allowable height in feet, a
slash, and then a number indicating the maximum number of building stories allowed, such as "CO (HR-
60/6)."

Where no numbers are indicated on the zoning map, the height in both feet and stories shall be
determined and specified during site plan review.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.39.030 - Applicable districts.

The commercial office (CO), commercial corridor (CC), commercial tourist (CT) and institutional (I) districts
are the only districts appropriate for the high-rise overlay zone.

(Ord. C-6684 § 5, 1990)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.39.110 - Permitted uses.

Any use permitted in the underlying zoning district shall be permitted in the high-rise overlay district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.39.210 - General provisions.

Section 21.39.220 sets forth special development standards for buildings in a high-rise overlay district
permitted to exceed the height limits established for the underlying district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.39.220 - High-rise restrictions.

Building Height. Development shall not exceed the building height restrictions indicated on the
zoning map as described in Section 21.39.020 above.
Lot Size. A minimum lot size of twenty thousand (20,000) square feet and a minimum lot dimension
of one hundred thirty-five feet (135') in any direction are required for any proposed building greater
than forty-five feet (45') in height.
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D.

E.

Yards. The yard areas indicated in Table 39-1 shall be required for all buildings more than forty-five
feet (45') in height. The yards shall be clear of all structures from the ground to the sky, except as
otherwise permitted by provisions of this Title regulating building projections.
Landscape Buffer. All lots with buildings greater than forty-five feet (45') in height shall require a
landscaped buffer on all four (4) sides of the building.
Other Standards. For all other development standards, the standards for the underlying district shall
apply.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.39.230 - Residential use.

When the high-rise overlay is applied to a district which allows residential, any building containing
primarily residential use shall be allowed the applicable density of the R-4-H zone.

(Ord. C-6684 § 6, 1990)

Table 39-1

High-Rise Yard Requirements

Yard Required Setback

1. Yards abutting a street 20 ft.

2. Yards abutting residential district

 a.  If building height less than or equal to
45′

Same as underlying district

 b.  If building height greater than 45′ 1/5 of the building height, but total setback
not to exceed 15 percent of the lot width or

depth as applicable

3.  Yards abutting nonresidential district Same as underlying district

(a) Includes residential district across an alley.

 

(a)



A.

B.

CHAPTER 21.40 - HEIGHT LIMIT OVERLAY DISTRICT (HL)

21.40.010 - Purpose.

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish special building height limits in areas of the City where lower
scale development is desired to maintain neighborhood character.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.40.020 - Building height restrictions.

Building height restrictions within the Height Limit Overlay (HL) district shall be indicated on the zoning
map by the overlay designation (HL) followed by a number indicating the maximum allowable height in
feet, a slash, and then a number indicating the maximum number of building stories allowed, such as "R-
3-3(HL 20/2)." Where no numbers are indicated on the zoning map, the height in both feet and stories
shall be determined and specified during site plan review.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION I. - PERMITTED USES

21.40.110 - Permitted uses.

Any use permitted in the underlying zone district shall be permitted in the building height overlay district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.40.210 - General provisions.

Section 21.40.220 sets forth special development standards for buildings with height limits lower than
those permitted in the underlying zone district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.40.220 - Lower height limits.

Building Height. Development shall not exceed the building height restrictions indicated on the
zoning map as described in Section 21.40.020 above.
Other Standards. For all other development standards, the standards of the underlying zone district
shall apply.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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A.

B.

CHAPTER 21.41 - OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS
DIVISION I. - GENERAL PROVISIONS

21.41.110 - Purpose.

The purpose of this Chapter is to establish regulations for parking and loading to ensure that vehicle
traffic and loading activities associated with a use do not interfere with circulation on public rights-of-way
or circulation within required parking areas and to ensure that an adequate number of parking spaces is
provided to serve the use of a specific site without causing traffic congestion.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.120 - Applicability.

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all proposed and established land uses, buildings and
structures and shall be the minimum standards for all off-street parking and loading.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.140 - Building permit.

An application for a building permit shall include a plot plan indicating the location of the proposed
parking and loading, all structures on the lot, the location of all public improvements in the adjoining right-
of-way, the location of driveways and curb cuts on adjoining properties and such other information as is
requested to properly evaluate the adequacy of the required parking and the suitability of curb cuts to the
site.

Residential Uses. In all new residential developments, all required parking shall be provided on
the same site as the dwelling unit or units.
Other Uses. Required parking may be located on an adjacent lot, provided the parking lot
conforms to Section 21.41.222 of this Chapter. If any required parking is not located on the same
lot as the proposed construction, the applicant shall submit an affidavit, signed by the owner of
the lot on which the parking is proposed, indicating an irrevocable right to use the lot for the
parking.

(Ord. C-6895 § 19, 1991: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.150 - Maintenance.

All parking facilities and loading areas shall be maintained in a neat and orderly condition and shall be
clear of obstruction by any object including appliances, hobby equipment, storage of nonoperational
vehicles, and the like.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.160 - New construction and uses.

All new construction and new uses of land shall provide off-street parking and loading according to the
provisions and requirements of this Chapter.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.170 - Established uses.
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A.

B.

The number of existing off-street parking and loading spaces shall not be reduced, or in any other way
modified, below the standards required by this Title.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - PARKING REGULATIONS

21.41.206 - Parking—Nonconforming.

Nonconforming parking shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 21.27, Nonconformities, of this Title.

(Ord. C-7663 § 26, 1999: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.209 - Parking—Rental or sale of residential parking.

Required parking for all residential uses shall be considered an inseparable part of a residential unit or
development, and required parking shall not be rented or sold.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.213 - Parking—Garage required.

Garage Required. In all residential districts, all required parking spaces shall be provided within an
enclosed garage in accordance with the development standards as specified in Section 21.31.245
(garage).
Exception. Open parking may be permitted through site plan review for projects of forty (40) units or
more at densities of twenty-nine (29) units per acre or less. If exceptions are granted to permit open
parking, open parking shall comply with the same development standards as a garage.

(Ord. C-6933 § 30, 1991: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.216 - Parking—Required number of spaces.

Tables 41-1A, 41-1B and 41-1C set forth the number of parking spaces required for specific land uses.
Parking spaces required for multiple uses on a lot shall be calculated separately for each use, and the
parking required shall be the sum of all that required for all such uses, unless otherwise permitted by
Section 21.41.223 of this Chapter. In calculating the number of required spaces, fractional numbers shall
be rounded up to the closest whole number.

(Ord. C-7550 § 9, 1998; Ord. C-7326 § 18, 1995; Ord. C-7247 §§ 18-20, 1994; Ord. C-7127 § 4, 1993; Ord. C-7032 § 28, 1992; Ord. C-
6933 § 31, 1991; Ord. C-6755 § 2, 1990; Ord. C-6684 §§ 27, 28, 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 41-1A 
Required Number of Parking Spaces for Residential Uses

Number of Units/Bedrooms Number
of

Spaces
per

Unit

Coastal
Zone

Only

Unit Parking 

  -0 bedrooms (not more than 450 sq. ft.) 1.00 1.00

(e)

(a)
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(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

  -1 or more bedrooms (or zero bedrooms, 451 sq. ft. or more) 1.50 2.00

  -2 bedrooms or more 2.00 2.00

Guest parking  1
space/4

units

1
space/4

units

 

In the RM district, not more than 11/2 spaces per unit shall be required.
The number of guest parking spaces indicated above in the table shall be the minimum number of
guest parking spaces required in any residential district.
Guest parking shall be required when 4 or more detached or attached dwelling units (including
existing units on the site) are proposed as one development.
When Allowed On Street. On-street parking abutting the lot shall be considered as guest parking
according to the standards for parallel parking spaces when all access to on-site parking is taken from
an alley and the site is outside of the parking-impacted area. On-street parking abutting the site may
not be considered as guest parking when the street is a major, minor or secondary highway.
In calculating required parking spaces, all rooms other than 1 living room, 1 dining room, 1 kitchen,
and bathrooms shall be calculated as bedrooms.

Table 41-1B 
Required Number of Parking Spaces for Special Residential Uses

Use Required Number of Spaces

1.  Handicapped

 -Low rent 1 space per each 2 bedrooms

 -Market rent 1 space per each 1 bedroom

2.  Senior citizen 

 -Low rent 1 space per each 2 bedrooms

 -Market rent 1 space per each 1 bedroom

 -Congregate care, low rent 1 space per each 2 bedrooms

 -Congregate care, market rent 1 space per each 1 bedroom

3.  Convalescent hospital 1.2 spaces per room, or 0.6 space per bed,
whichever is greater, plus 5 per 1,000 SF-

(b)(c)(d)(e)

(a)

(a)



(a)

GFA for medical office in building

4.  Residential care facility 1 space per bed

5.  Fraternity, sorority, dormitory 1 space per bed

6.  Monastery, convent, communal,
religious home and other special group
residences

1 space per each 2 beds

 

The Planning Commission may further reduce the parking standards to 1 space per 3 bedrooms if it
finds that the neighborhoods in which the facility is proposed has ample, readily available on-street
parking or is well-served by public transportation and a concentration of senior services.

Table 41-1C 
Required Number of Parking Spaces for
Commercial, Industrial/Manufacturing and All Other Uses

Use Required Number of Spaces

Retail, Ready to Eat Restaurant and
Personal Service Uses or Stores

1.  Community, regional or neighborhood
shopping centers

5 per 1,000 SF-GFA plus parking for a
detached fast-food restaurant calculated
separately. However, shopping centers
greater than 150,000 square feet in size
may receive approval of a lower parking

ratio pursuant to Section 21.41.219

2.  Merchandise mall 10 per 1,000 SF-GFA

3.  Open flea market, swap meet 4 per 1,000 GLA of display area

4.  Other retail or personal service
use,store or shop (commercial clusters)

4 per 1,000 SF-GFA

5.  Automobile sales 2 spaces per 1,000 GFA of interior
showroom,1 per 1,000 GLA of outdoor
display area, pIus 4 per 1,000 GFA for

accessory office and repair service area

6.  Ready to eat restaurant 4 per 1,000 GFA
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7.  Furniture store 2 per 1,000 GFA

Automobile/Motor Vehicles

1.  Car wash (self-service/hose and hand
dry or belt driven)

2 spaces per wash bay (for purposes of belt
driven facilities, the conveyor length shall

be divided by 18 to determine the number
of wash bays)

 

Table 41-1C 
Required Number of Parking Spaces for
Commercial, Industrial/Manufacturing and All Other Uses
(Continued)

Use Required Number of Spaces

2.  Car wash (full-service) 1 space per wash bay (conveyor length
divided by 18), plus retail and office space

calculated separately

3.  Service station or service garage For a service station (gas dispensing only), 1
pace per pump island. For a service station

with accessory retail, office, and/or auto
repair, 1 space per pump island, plus 4 per
1,000 GFA for accessory retail, office and

auto repair area. For a service garage (auto
repair), 3 plus 4 per 1,000 GFA

Office

1.  Banks, savings and loans 5 per 1,000 GFA (no additional parking is
required for accessory automatic teller

machines)

2.  Medical or dental office 5 per 1,000 GFA

3.  Professional or unspecified office (no
additional parking for restaurants or
medical offices in office building if less than
10 percent of building area)

4 per 1,000 GFA up to 20,000 GFA and 2 per
1,000 GFA for GFA more than 20,000, or 1
space for each company vehicle exceeding

5, whichever is greater

Restaurants and Bars



1.  Detached fast food restaurant (located
on a separate pad)

5 spaces plus 1 per 3 seats in dining area or
10 per 1,000 GFA whichever is greater

2.  Dinner restaurant 10 per 1,000 GFA of dining areas plus 20 per
1,000 GFA for tavern area and 25 per 1,000

for dance floor

3.  Outdoor dining at an established
restaurant

0 space for 250 GLA or less, plus 5 per 1,000
GLA for 250 GLA or more, except for

outdoor dining located in the CB zone, and
for outdoor dining located on public

sidewalks, no additional parking is required
(See Footnote A)

4.  Tavern 20 per 1,000 SF-GFA

Public Assembly

1.  Assembly hall, church, movie theater or
other public assembly area with fixed seats

For church and assembly uses, 1 per every
3.3 fixed seats. For theaters, 1 per every 3.3

fixed seats, plus a passenger loading and
unloading zone (if the fixed seat portion of

the use is not 75% or greater, separate
parking ratios shall be applied for accessory

uses)

2.  Meeting hall, banquet hall, church, or
other public assembly area without fixed
seats

20 per 1,000 GFA (if the assembly area is
not 75% or greater, separate parking ratios

shall be applied for accessory uses)

3.  Elementary school, secondary school
and day-care center

For elementary schools, 2 per classroom,
plus 2 loading and unloading spaces and

auditorium or stadium calculated
separately. For high schools, 7 per

classroom, plus auditorium or stadium
calculated separately. For daycare, 1 space
per every 10 children, plus 2 loading and

unloading spaces

4.  Hotel (guestrooms with direct access
from an interior hallway) and motel
(guestrooms with direct access to the

For hotel, 1 per guestroom, plus parking
figured separately for banquet rooms,

meeting rooms, restaurant and gift shops,



exterior) plus 2 loading and unloading spaces. For
motel, same as hotel, plus 2 parking spaces

for the motel managers unit

5.  Hospitals, convalescent hospitals For hospitals, 2 spaces per bed. For
convalescent hospitals, 1 per every 3 beds

6.  Library, museum 4 per 1,000 GFA, plus 1 bus parking stall for
each 5,000 sq. ft. open to public; plus

passenger loading and unloading areas
shall be provided

7.  Trade or vocational school 20 per 1,000 GFA or 1 per 3.3 fixed seats,
whichever is greater

Recreation

1.  Amusement arcade 4 per 1,000 SF except in a tavern, then 20
per 1,000 SF

2.  Athletic club 5 spaces plus 4 spaces 1,000 SF-GFA; or 1
per 3 spectator seats, whichever is greater,
plus 20 per 1,000 SF-GFA for exercise floors

 

Table 41-1C 
Required Number of Parking Spaces for
Commercial, Industrial/Manufacturing and All Other Uses
(Continued)

Use Required Number of Spaces

3.  Basketball courts, volleyball courts 5 per court or 1 per 3 spectator seats,
whichever is greater

4.  Bowling alley 5 spaces plus 4 spaces per alley, or 1 per 3
spectator seats, whichever is greater

5.  Commercial horse stables and horse
riding schools

1 for each 5 stalls

6.  Dancing, dance hall, disco, skating rink 25 per 1,000 SF-GFA, excluding kitchen



7. Golf course 3 per hole, or spaces required for
restaurant, whichever is greater

8.  Golf range, batting cage, tennis alley and
the like

1 per tee, cage or alley and the like

9.  Miniature golf course 2 per hole

10.  Open recreation 1 per 1,000 SF-GLA

11.  Passive park use 2 per acre-GLA

12.  Pool or billiard hall 2 spaces plus 5 spaces per 1,000 SF-GFA

13.  Tennis courts, racquetball courts,
handball courts and the like

3 spaces plus 3 spaces per court or 1 per 3
spectator seats, whichever is greater

Industrial/Manufacturing

1.  Service yards, storage yards and
contractor yards

1 space per every 5,000 sq. ft. of yard area,
plus office areas are calculated separately
(minimum of 2 spaces shall be provided)

2.  Manufacturing, processing, packing,
assembly and the like

2 per 1,000 SF-GFA (office area greater than
25% is calculated separately)

3.  Mini-warehouse (personal storage) 3 spaces plus 1 per 100 units

4.  Research laboratories 3 per 1,000 SF-GFA

5.  Warehouse, airplane hanger, and
mechanical equipment buildings

1 per 1,000 GFA (office area greater than
25% is calculated separately)

6.  Wholesale sales and distribution center 3 per 1,000 GFA (office area greater than
25% is calculated separately)

 

 

Abbreviations:   

SF = square feet
GFA = gross floor area (excludes utility and elevator cores, stairwells and restrooms)
GLA = gross land area in square feet
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A.

B.

C.

A.

B.

NOTES: (A)  Outdoor dining located on public sidewalks require approval of an encroachment permit
issued by the Department of Public Works. Further, within the City's Coastal Zone, a coastal permit is
required for all outdoor dining located on public rights-of-way.

21.41.219 - Parking requirements for uses not speciĠed and for large shopping centers.

The requirement for a use not specifically mentioned in Tables 41-1A, 41-1B and 41-1C shall be the same
as for a use specified which has similar traffic generating characteristics. The Zoning Administrator shall
determine what constitutes similar traffic generating characteristics. For unique uses, the Zoning
Administrator may require a parking demand study. The parking demand study should be prepared by an
independent traffic engineer licensed by the State of California at the developer's expense and must be
submitted to the Director of Planning and Building and the Director of Public Works for review and
approval. Shopping centers of one hundred fifty thousand (150,000) square feet or more may submit a
parking demand study, as outlined above, in order to reduce the standard shopping center ratio.

(Ord. C-7326 § 19, 1995: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.221 - On-site parking required—Residential uses.

For all residential uses, all required off-street parking shall be provided on the project site, except certain
guest parking may be permitted on the street as indicated in Table 41-1A.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.222 - O�-site parking.

For commercial, industrial and institutional use, parking may be provided off-site according to the
following limitations:

Distance from Use. All required parking shall be located within six hundred feet (600′) of the use
it serves, unless otherwise specified. This distance shall be measured from the middle of the
parking facility to the entrance of the use, using the shortest route legally available to a
pedestrian. This distance requirement shall not apply within the downtown redevelopment
project area, the westside industrial redevelopment project area, parking built to service the
project areas or in parking districts.
Guaranteed Permanence. All required off-site parking shall be guaranteed to remain as parking
by a deed restriction to which the City is a party. This guarantee is not required within the
downtown redevelopment project area, the westside industrial redevelopment project areas or
within a parking district.
Signing. Any site approved for off-site parking shall provide a lighted sign, not less than six (6)
square feet in area, on each street frontage of the business and the parking site, with such lighted
sign visible to motorists.

(Ord. C-6933 § 32, 1991; Ord. C-6595 § 25, 1989)

21.41.223 - Parking—Joint use and parking district.

Joint Use of Parking Facilities. When two (2) or more uses share a parking facility, and when
demonstrated by a signed affidavit that the hours of their demand for parking do not overlap, or only
partially overlap, then the parking requirement may be reduced by the Zoning Administrator through
approval of an administrative use permit.



C.

A.

1.

2.

B.

C.

1.

2.

Parking District. When the property owners of a contiguous commercial district have established a
parking district pursuant to the laws of the State of California, that parking district may develop a
parking plan for the district. When such a plan, along with the financial arrangements to implement
the plan, has been approved by the Planning Commission, or, on appeal, by the City Council, such
plan shall supersede the parking requirements specified in the zoning regulations.
Redevelopment Project Areas. When a parking plan is developed for a redevelopment project area
and approved by the Planning Commission, such plan shall supersede the parking requirements
specified in the zoning regulations.

(Ord. C 7247 § 21, 1994; Ord. C 6684 § 29, 1990; Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.226 - Special parking requirements for CNP district.

The number of required parking spaces for uses in the CNP zone district are specified as follows:

In area D of the coastal zone (Second Street, between Livingston Drive and Bayshore Avenue), the
parking in the CNP district shall be one-half (½) of the parking required in Chapter 21.41, Table 41-
1C. In all other areas of the coastal zone and outside the coastal zone, parking in the CNP district
shall be as required in Chapter 21.41, Table 41-1C. Any new parking provided, or reconfiguration
of existing parking facilities, in area D of the coastal zone can utilize tandem parking subject to
the provisions of Subsection 21.41.235.B of the tandem parking regulations.

Restaurants. The one-half (½) parking standard shall not apply to restaurants (new and
reuse/conversion of existing nonrestaurant lease spaces) which shall conform to full parking
standards. This Subsection does not apply to ready to eat restaurants (as defined in Section
21.15.2332), which may utilize the one-half (½) parking standard.
Determination of nonconforming rights. Owners of properties with nonconforming
parking rights within area D of the coastal zone may apply for site plan review to obtain a
determination of nonconforming parking rights. Such determination will establish the
number of nonconforming spaces that applies to the property at the time of the request and
will allow the property to maintain nonconforming parking rights to the established number
of spaces regardless of change in use of the existing buildings.

Outdoor dining. In area D of the coastal zone (Second Street, between Livingston and Bayshore),
outdoor dining on private property shall require the same parking as required for indoor dining.
Within established parking district. If the site to be developed or expanded is located within a
parking district established pursuant to the laws of the State of California or local ordinances, the
required parking spaces shall be provided as follows:

For a new development on a lot with gross lot area less than five thousand (5,000) square
feet, or for any expansion of an existing building, the development may, in lieu of providing
all or part of required off-street parking on-site or within six hundred feet (600′) of the site,
pay a fee to the parking district based on the cost of providing such parking. The amount of
the in lieu fee shall be established by the City Council by resolution and shall be reviewed
periodically to assure its adequacy to cover the cost of providing parking under this
provision.
For a new development on a lot with gross lot area of five thousand (5,000) square feet or
more, a minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the required parking shall be provided on the site,
or within six hundred feet (600′) of the site. The remaining required parking may be provided
by an in lieu fee as described above.
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A.
B.
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B.
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2.
3.
4.

All existing parking provided for or leased by any business shall hereinafter be the minimum
required for the existing use on that site. If the parking now required exceeds that
established pursuant to Subsection 21.41.226.A, the parking now provided may not be
reduced below that required in Table 41-1C.

(Ord. ORD-05-0039 § 1, 2005: Ord. C 7777 § 2, 2001; Ord. C 7619 § 4, 1999; Ord. C 7247 § 22, 1994: Ord. C 6684 § 30, 1990: Ord. C
6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.228 - In lieu fees.

Fees may be paid in lieu of providing the required on-site or off-site parking provided:

The site is located in an established parking district or redevelopment project area;
The in lieu fee represents the estimated current cost of providing the parking place in the
applicable district. Such fees shall be adopted by City Council resolution, and shall be updated
each two (2) years.

(Ord. C 6595 § 26, 1989)

21.41.229 - Parking—Residential uses in commercial zones.

Residential uses in commercial zones shall provide parking spaces as provided for in Tables 41-1A and 41-
1B as applicable.

(Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.231 - Parking—Size of spaces.

Parking spaces shall be of the sizes and meet such other requirements as set forth in Table 41-2 and as
illustrated in Figures 41-1A, 41-1B, 41-1C and 41-1D.

(Ord. C 7040 § 2, 1992; Ord. C 6895 § 20, 1991: Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.233 - Tandem parking—Residential uses.

Tandem parking spaces shall be prohibited for required parking except:
For valet parking with approval through site plan review;
For low income units when projects include ten percent (10%) or more of the units as on-site low
income units;

For tandem parking allowed in Subsection 21.41.233.A.2, the following standards shall be complied
with:

Not more than two (2) spaces shall be involved in the tandem arrangement;
Both spaces in the tandem arrangement shall be assigned to the same dwelling unit;
Handicapped and guest parking shall not be in tandem;
Tandem parking shall not be allowed in a parking garage of less than ten (10) parking spaces or
when the full turning radius for the tandem parking is not within the garage.

(Ord. C 7607 §§ 3, 17, 1999; Ord. C 6933 § 33, 1991: Ord. C 6684 § 31, 1990; Ord. C 6593 § 1, 1989: Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 41-2

MINIMUM PARKING SPACE SIZES

All Uses Size Aisle Width Proportion



A.

B.
1.
2.
3.

Compact 8 feet by 15 feet 21 feet (all zones
except R-1-S, R-2-S,

R-2-I zones)

Residential—not
more than 50

percent
 

Nonresidential—
none

Standard 8 feet 6 inches by 18
feet

24 feet (all zones
except R-1-S, R-2-S,

R-2-I zones)
 

23 feet (R-1-S, R-2-S,
R-2-I zones)

Handicapped 14 feet by 18 feet 24 feet See State
requirements (title
24, part 2, Chapters

2-71 of the
California

Administrative Code)

 

21.41.235 - Tandem parking—Industrial/manufacturing uses and area D of the coastal zone (Second
Street, between Livingston Drive and Bayshore Avenue).

Tandem parking serving an industrial or manufacturing use shall only be in areas specifically
designated for employee long-term parking. In area D of the coastal zone (Second Street, between
Livingston Drive and Bayshore Avenue) the tandem parking shall be for general use of employees and
customers. Such parking shall only be located on the same site as the use for which the parking is
provided.
Tandem parking, where permitted, shall comply with the following standards:

Not more than two (2) spaces shall be allowed in tandem.
Handicapped parking shall not be in tandem.
No more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the required parking spaces shall be permitted to be
in tandem.

(Ord. C 7619 § 5, 1999: Ord. C 7360 § 13, 1995)

21.41.239 - Parking fee—Nonresidential use.

A fee may be charged for required parking for nonresidential uses.

(Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.243 - Parking lot layout.



A.

1.
2.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

Figures 41-1A, 41-1B, 41-1C, and 41-1D illustrate typical parking lot layouts and the minimum dimensions
required for each type of layout. Development standards for parking lots are set forth in this Section and
Sections 21.41.251 through 21.41.269.

Turning radii. Table 41-3 and figure 41-1E establish minimum turning radii for various parking
space types and parking lot layouts. Turning radii may be reduced by one foot (1′) for each
additional foot that is added to the width of the garage space, provided that:

The garage door width is widened by an equal amount; and
The maximum turning radii reduction is two feet (2′).

Continuous circulation. All lots containing one hundred (100) or more spaces shall provide
continuous vehicle circulation. Dead end aisles are prohibited in such lots.
Passenger loading. All parking lots containing one hundred (100) or more spaces shall provide
an eight foot (8′) wide passenger drop off lane adjoining the building entrance.
Pedestrian walkway. A covered pedestrian walkway shall be provided adjoining the building
entrance. The walkway shall be at least four feet (4′) wide and shall provide direct access to a
public sidewalk.
Slope. Parking area shall not have a slope more than one foot (1′) vertical for each sixteen feet
(16′) of horizontal dimension perpendicular to the vehicle parking.
Pedestrian crossing. All parking lots containing one hundred (100) or more spaces shall provide
pedestrian crossings outside of vehicle circulation areas. The crossings shall be at least six feet
(6′) wide and shall link the building to the street property line.
Drive-thru lanes. No parking space shall be located so that it is accessible only via a drive-thru
queuing lane.
Parking Exits. Parking must be designed to provide for exiting without backing into the street.
However, backing into the street may be permitted in the IM and IG districts on lots five thousand
(5,000) square feet or less in size where parking area access occurs onto a local or collector street,
as designated in the transportation element of the general plan. Such parking area access shall
be subject to the approval of the City Engineer and the Director of Planning and Building.

(Ord. C 7360 § 5, 1995; Ord. C 7326 § 20, 1995: Ord. C 6684 § 32, 1990; Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 41-3

REQUIRED TURNING RADII

Minimum Radius 

Type of Parking Space 90 Degree Parking All Other Parking

1. Standard and
handicapped

24 feet (all zones except R-1-
S, R-2-S, R-2-I zones)

 
23 feet (R-1-S, R-2-S, R-2-I

zones only)

24 feet or less, as indicated
in figures 41-1A, 41-1B and

41-1C

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


2. Compact 21 feet (all zones except R-1-
S, R-2-S,R-2-I)

 
19 feet (R-1-S, R-2-S, R-2-I

zones only)

21 feet or less, as indicated
in figures 41-1A, 41 1B and

41 1C

 

Figure 41-1A

90° PARKING

Figure 41-B

45° PARKING

Note:  See Figure 41-1D for required stall markings and permitted projections.

Figure 41-1B

60° PARKING

Note:  See Figure 41-1D for required stall markings and permitted projections.

Figure 41-1C

PARALLEL PARKING

Figure 41-1D

REQUIRED STALL MARKINGS

AND PERMITTED PROJECTIONS 

Each stall shall be defined by two painted lines extending two (2) inches beyond the required stall width.

Projections such as curbs or posts may be provided at each stall provided such projection does not extend
more than 4′-6″ into the space as shown. Such projections may be placed at either end of the stall.

Figure 41-1E

MINIMUM DRIVEWAY CLEARANCE
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A.

B.

1.
2.

3.

C.

Table 41-4

Minimum Driveway Widths

Number of Spaces Minimum Width

0—4 9 ft. 0 in.

5—14 (or one-way flow) 12 ft. 0 in.
18 ft. 0 in. inside a garage or parking lot

15 or more (or two-way flow) 20 ft. 0 in. residential and
24 ft. 0 in. nonresidential from curb to

garage or parking lot

 

21.41.246 - Parking—Access.

Each parking space, with the exception of tandem and valet spaces, shall be independently accessible.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.249 - Parking area improvements.

Sections 21.41.251 through 21.41.269 indicate the minimum improvements which shall be provided in all
parking areas.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.251 - Driveways and curb cuts.

Driveways-Minimum Widths. All uses shall provide a paved driveway from the required parking
space(s) to the public street or alley of at the least minimum width specified in Table 41-4. A greater
width may be required where the Director of Public Works determines it is beneficial to the public
safety or traffic circulation.
Driveways and Curb Cuts-Maximum Number and Widths. The maximum number and widths of
driveways and curb cuts shall be as specified in Table 41-5. Wider driveways may be allowed on
regional arterials, arterials, principal streets or collector highways where the Director of Public Works
determines a greater width will be beneficial to public safety or traffic flow. The following special
conditions shall also apply:

Separation between driveways on same site - twenty feet (20′) of full height curb;
Separation between driveways on adjoining sites - twenty feet (20′) of full height curb (unless
width of site precludes compliance, then twenty feet (20′) shall be maintained on at least one (1)
side);
Combined driveways - joint use driveways between sites shall be allowed for adjoining sites
provided not less than eight feet (8′) of driveway is provided on each site.
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D.
1.

2.

E.

F.

G.

H.
1.

2.
a.

b.

Driveway and Curb Cut Permit. When issuing a driveway and/or curb cut permit, the City Engineer
shall specify in the permit the location and dimensions of the driveway and the permittee shall
comply with the provisions of the permit in the construction of the driveway.
Driveway Locations in Nonresidential Zones.

Two-Way Driveways. Such driveways shall be located not less than ninety feet (90′) from any
intersection for all lots with one hundred twenty-five feet (125′) or more of street frontage. For
lots with less than one hundred twenty-five feet (125′) of street frontage, the driveway shall be
located not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the width of the lot from the intersection.
One-Way Driveways. Such driveways shall be located not less than thirty-five feet (35′) from any
intersection. A one-way driveway is a driveway that allows only a right turn in, or a right turn out.
Both in and out movements are not allowed in the same one-way driveway.

Driveway Locations in Residential Zones. All driveways shall be located not less than thirty feet (30′)
from any intersection, except lots less than thirty feet (30′) in width without alleys, then no restriction
shall apply other than those contained in Subsection B of this Section.
Driveway Slopes—All Uses. No driveway or parking ramp shall have a slope of more than one foot
(1′) of vertical rise for each seven feet (7′) of horizontal length.
Driveway Clearance. All driveways shall have a minimum clearance of seven feet (7′) from the driving
surface to any overhead obstruction. No projections in this area shall be allowed. This provision shall
not apply to the driving area inside a parking structure where the requirements of the Uniform
Building Code shall apply. Where higher clearance is required for handicapped access, the provisions
for handicapped access shall apply.
Driveway Locations in Industrial Zones.

Driveways Assessing a Local or Collector Street. Driveways which access a Local or Collector
street, as designated in the Transportation Element of the General Plan, shall be located such that
the edge of the access driveway shall be either at least five feet (5′) from the end of the curb
return or at least twenty-five feet (25′) from the intersection of two (2) non-arterial streets,
whichever is greater. If the nearest intersection includes an Arterial or greater street, then the
regulations of Subsection H.2 below shall apply.
Driveways Accessing Arterial and Regional Corridor Streets.

Two-Way Driveways. For lots with one hundred twenty-five (125) or more feet of street
frontage, two-way driveways shall be located not less than ninety feet (90′) from any
intersection. For lots with less than one hundred twenty-five feet (125′) of street frontage, the
driveway shall be located not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the width of the lot from the
intersection.
One-Way Driveways. One-way driveways shall be located not less than thirty-five feet (35′)
from any intersection. Movements shall be restricted to either right turns in or right turns
out.

(Ord. C 7360 § 14, 1995; Ord. C 7032 § 29, 1992; Ord. C 6895 §§ 21, 22, 1991; Ord. C 6822 § 17, 1990: Ord. C 6684 §§ 33, 34, 1990:
Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.253 - Parking areas—Curb cuts.

A curb cut clearance shall be obtained from the Public Works Department and shall be submitted with an
application for a building permit. For any nonresidential use with more than a fifty foot (50′) frontage on a
street, no curb cut shall be permitted within thirty-five feet (35′) of an intersection. All unused curb cuts



shall be replaced with a full height curb and gutter.

Table 41-5

MAXIMUM NUMBER AND WIDTH OF DRIVEWAYS AND CURB CUTS

Site Width No Paved Alley a, d
Or Paved Alleys Less

Than 10 Feet In
Width

Paved Alley a, c 10
Feet 15 Feet

Paved Alley a, c 16
Feet 20 Feet

0 feet—120 feet 1 curb cut, 20 feet
maximum width

No curb cuts—
residential;sup\sup;;

1 curb cut 24 feet
maximum width—

nonresidential

No curb cut—
residential;sup\sup;;

24 feet maximum
width—

nonresidential

121 feet—200 feet 2 curb cuts, 24 feet
maximum width

each

1 curb cut, 24 feet
maximum width

No curb cut—
residential;sup\sup;;

1 curb cut 24 feet
maximum width—

nonresidential

201 feet—400 feet 2 curb cuts, 24 feet
maximum width

each

2 curb cuts, 24 feet
maximum width

each

No curb cut—
residential;sup\sup;;
2 curb cuts 24 feet
maximum width—

nonresidential

401 feet plus 3 curb cuts, 24 feet
maximum width

each

3 curb cuts, 24 feet
maximum width

each

No curb cut—
residential;sup\sup;;
3 curb cuts, 24 feet
maximum width—

nonresidential

 

 

Notes:

a.  Minimum width of the alley from site to public street.

e



b.  This shall only apply in parking impacted areas. In R-1 and R-2 zones, outside of parking impacted
areas, one driveway, 20 feet wide is allowed. In all residential zones within parking impacted areas,
nonconforming driveways may be maintained provided that the driveway leads to a legal parking space.

c.  No access shall be allowed to an arterial highway from a lot in a residential zone.

d.  On corner lots, in residential zones, where both streets are classified as regional arterials, arterials,
principal streets or collector streets, driveway(s) shall be limited to the lower classified street.

e.  The City Engineer may adjust the width of the permitted curb cuts by up to 4 feet, if such an increase
would be beneficial to the public safety.

(Ord. ORD-05-0038 § 1, 2005: Ord. C 6684 § 35, 1990: Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.256 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-10-0031, § 7, adopted Oct. 12, 2010, repealed § 21.41.256, entitled "Parking areas-Landscaping",
and derived from: Ord. C 6533 § 1 (part), 1988.

21.41.257 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-10-0031, § 7, adopted Oct. 12, 2010, repealed § 21.41.257, entitled "Parking areas-Landscaping in
IG and IP zones", and derived from: Ord. C-7360 § 15, 1995.

21.41.259 - Parking areas—Lighting.

All parking lots and garages shall be illuminated with lights directed and shielded to prevent light and
glare from intruding onto adjacent sites. The light standards shall not exceed the height of the principal
use structure or one foot (1′) for each two feet (2′) of the distance between the light standard and the
nearest property line, whichever is greater. All lights shall be illuminated to the applicable standards of the
Illuminating Engineers Society.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.261 - Parking areas—Markings.

All parking spaces shall be clearly marked by pavement painting. Compact and handicapped parking
spaces shall be marked additionally by pavement painting and signage indicating the type of space as
required by Chapter 10.34 (Parking for Handicapped Persons in Public Places) of the Long Beach Municipal
Code. All aisles with only compact spaces shall provide a sign at the aisle entrance stating that only small
cars are permitted.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.263 - Parking areas—Paving.

The entire driveway and vehicle parking, storage and loading areas for all uses shall be improved and
surfaced with a paving material not less than three and one-half inches (3½") thick of solid asphaltic or
concrete paving or equivalent hard surface to the satisfaction of the Superintendent of Building and
Safety.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.266 - Parking areas—Screening.
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B.

C.

1.
2.

3.
4.

D.

E.

F.

A.

B.

A.

Adjacent to Residential Zones. Whenever a parking lot abuts or is adjacent to a residentially zoned
property, a solid masonry wall not less than six feet, six inches (6′6″) in height shall be provided. The
wall shall be constructed along the entire parking lot property line. However, any such wall adjoining
the front yard setback of the residential property shall not exceed three feet (3′) in height.
Adjacent to Residential Zone Across an Alley. Where a parking lot abuts or is adjacent to a
residential district across an alley, broad leaf evergreen trees, at least fifteen (15) gallon in size, shall
be planted fifteen feet (15′) on center.
Adjoining Public Street. Wherever a parking lot adjoins a public street, a solid masonry wall three
feet (3′) in height shall be provided. A solid, compact evergreen hedge may be used instead, provided:

The hedge shrubs are not less than two feet (2′) tall when planted; and
The hedge shrubs are planted not more than two feet (2′) on center.

Alternatively, a combination planter/hedge or berm/hedge may be used, provided:

The planter or berm is at least eighteen inches (18″) high; and
The shrubs, when planted, are at least one foot (1′) high.

Wall Composition. All screen walls shall be attractively designed with pilasters, caps and a painted or
plastered finish as required by the Director of Planning and Building.
Screening Not Required. No screening shall be required when a parking lot adjoins an alley and the
alley is used to provide direct access to head-in parking.
Screening—R-3 and R-4 Zones. In R-3 and R-4 zoning districts, parking lots and parking structures
facing a public street shall be screened by a solid wall five feet (5′) in height and a solid garage door.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.269 - Parking areas—Wheel stops.

Each parking stall located adjacent to a building, fence, wall or landscaping shall provide a wheel stop as
shown on Figure 41-2. Wheel stops shall be constructed of concrete or other materials, as approved by
the Superintendent of Building and Safety. No vehicle shall be permitted to overhang required landscaped
areas behind wheel stops.

(Ord. C-7247 § 23, 1994: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.273 - Parking structures.

Secured. All parking structures shall be designed and improved to allow them to be completely
secured.
Landscaping. An attractive landscaping strip shall be provided along any public street in accordance
with the landscaping requirements of this Chapter.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.276 - Recreational vehicle parking—Residential districts.

Size Limitation. No recreational vehicle which exceeds seven (7) tons in dry weight, thirty-six feet
(36′) in length or eleven feet, six inches (11′6″) in height, not including rooftop equipment, shall be
parked, stored or loaded on a residentially zoned lot.

Figure 41.2

WHEEL STOPS
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C.

Storage and Loading—Location. Permitted recreational vehicles may be parked, stored or loaded in
any location in which passenger vehicles may be parked, stored or loaded, unless otherwise
restricted. Further, recreational vehicles may be parked, stored or loaded in locations where
passenger vehicles may not be parked, stored or loaded, provided that no other location on the site
ordinarily available for vehicle parking can accommodate the recreational vehicle because access to
those locations is blocked by a permanent building element such as a structural wall, an eave or a
roof. These locations are:

In areas blocking access to required parking spaces, provided that the spaces being blocked are
for a single-family dwelling only and the owner of the recreational vehicle resides in that dwelling;
and
In the side yard setback area, provided that:

The recreational vehicle is located as far as physically feasible from the side lot line,
consistent with requirements for light and ventilation into adjoining rooms.
The recreational vehicle is located as far to the rear of the lot as is physically consistent with
maintaining access to the garage.

Boats and Camper Shells. Boats and camper shells, if parked in areas visible from public rights-of-
way, shall be mounted on licensed, operative vehicles.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.279 - Recreational vehicle parking and storage—Nonresidential districts.

Parking. Recreational vehicle parking shall be permitted in the same manner as passenger vehicle
parking.
Storage. Outdoor storage shall be permitted consistent with the outdoor storage provisions
contained in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards) of this Title.
Overnight Parking Prohibited. Recreational vehicles shall not be occupied and parked overnight in
any parking lot in a commercial district. Under no circumstances shall a recreational vehicle be used
for living, sleeping, eating or entertaining.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.281 - Vehicle parking in residential setbacks.

Front Yard. No vehicle shall be parked in the front yard setback, except on the driveway, or on a
paved area between the driveway and the nearest side property line, and/or as provided in Section
21.41.276 for recreational vehicles. No vehicle shall be stored in the front yard setback.
Side and Rear Yard. Open parking in the side or rear yard setback shall comply with the provisions
for garages in R-1 and R-2 zones, which are stipulated in Section 21.31.245
Permitted parking areas on residential lots shall be as illustrated in Figure 41-3.

(Ord. C-7326 § 21, 1995; Ord. C-7127 § 5, 1993: Ord. C-7032 § 30, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

(Ord. C-7326 § 21, 1995)

21.41.283 - Parking and storage of inoperative, dismantled or wrecked vehicles—Residential
districts.

Inoperative, dismantled or wrecked vehicles may be stored as an accessory use in residential districts
subject to the following:

https://www.municode.com/library/
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The storage is limited to a maximum of two (2) such inoperative, dismantled or wrecked vehicles.
The storage shall be fully screened from public view.
The storage shall occur in the rear fifty percent (50%) of the lot and shall not block the required
vehicular access to the garage.
The storage shall occur on a fully paved surface (Section 21.41.263).
Inoperative, dismantled or wrecked vehicles stored in violation of these regulations shall be
removed or stored in compliance with these regulations within sixty (60) days of the effective date
hereof.

(Ord. C-7776 § 4, 2001: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.286 - Drive-up and drive-thru facilities.

Drive-up and drive-thru facilities shall be developed in accordance with Chapter 21.45 (Special
Development Standards) of this Title.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION III. - LOADING REGULATIONS

21.41.310 - Loading—Required.

In addition to off-street parking spaces, off-street loading spaces shall be provided for uses in all zoning
districts as set forth in Sections 21.41.320 through 21.41.370.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 41-6

Loading Space Standards

Type of Loading
Space

Width Length Clearance

1. Passenger 9 feet 19 feet 10 feet

2. Large truck 14 feet 60 feet 15 feet

3. Reduced truck 12 feet 25 feet 12 feet

 

(Ord. C-7360 § 6, 1995)

21.41.320 - Loading—Size of spaces.

There shall be two (2) sizes of loading spaces as specified in Table 41-6.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.330 - Loading—Number of spaces.

The minimum number of loading spaces provided shall be as set forth in Table 41-7.
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.340 - Loading—Location.

All loading areas shall be located outside of required aisles or other circulation areas. Loading areas shall
not be located in any required yard area which is adjacent to a residential district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.345 - Loading—Backing into street.

On lots which are located ninety (90) or more feet from the intersection of two (2) non-arterial streets, and
which provide access to loading areas from a local or collector street, as defined in the Transportation
Element of the General Plan, the loading areas may be designed to allow trucks to back into the local or
collector street subject to the approval of the Director of Public Works.

(Ord. C-7360 § 16, 1995)

Table 41-7

Required Number of Loading Spaces

Use Number Of Spaces Type Of Spaces

1.  Daycare, elementary
school

2 loading and unloading
spaces

Required off-street parking
space posted for passenger

loading

2.  Hotel 2 loading and unloading
spaces

Required off-street parking
space posted for passenger

loading

3.  Manufacturing, packing,
assembly, warehousing

a) 0—3,000 SF, 0 spaces n/a

b) 3,001—10,000 SF, 1 space Reduced truck

c) 10,001—40,000 SF, 1
space plus 1 space for each
additional 40,000 SF, for
each individual user

Truck

4.  Medical or dental office,
hospital

5 per 100 off-street parking
spaces, if more than 50 off-

street spaces required

Required off-street parking
space posted for passenger

loading

5.  Public assembly 1 per 100 off-street parking
spaces, if more than 50 off-

street spaces required

Required off-street parking
space posted for passenger

loading



6.  Retail, service or office
commercial

1 per 100 off-street parking
spaces, if more than 50 off-

street spaces required

Required off-street parking
space posted for passenger

loading

7.  Supermarket, grocery,
drug, variety, department,
furniture, hardware or
appliance store, or shopping
center

a) from 0 to 10,000 SF-GFA,
0 spaces

Truck

b) from 10,001 to 40,000 SF-
GFA, 1 space

Truck

c) from 40,001 to 160,000
SF-GFA, 2 spaces

Truck

d) over 160,000 SF-GFA, 3
spaces

Truck

 

 

Abbreviations:  SF= square feet
GFA = gross floor area

(Ord. C-7399 § 11, 1996; Ord. C-7360 § 7, 1995; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.350 - Loading—Turning radius.

All loading areas shall be located to provide an adequate turning radius. Adequate turning radius means
one which allows a vehicle to maneuver without backing into a street or without backing into the loading
space from a street.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.360 - Loading—Screening.

All truck loading spaces shall be separated from adjoining, abutting or adjacent residential districts by a
building or masonry wall not less than six feet (6′) in height.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.41.370 - Loading docks.

Loading docks shall be provided for all uses that require truck loading spaces and that contain more than
forty thousand (40,000) square feet of gross floor area in a single lease over ownership area. All loading
docks shall be designed and improved in such a way as to allow them to be completely secured.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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CHAPTER 21.42 - LANDSCAPING STANDARDS

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (6) ---

Editor's note— ORD-10-0031, § 6, adopted Oct. 12, 2010, amended Ch. 21.42 to read as herein set out.
Former Ch. 21.42, §§ 21.42.010—21.42.060, pertained to similar subject matter and derived from: Ord. C-
6533 § 1 (part), 1988; Ord. C-6895 § 23, 1991; Ord. C-6933 § 34, 1991; Ord. C-7032 §§ 31, 48, 1992; Ord. C-
7065 §§ 1, 2, 1992; Ord. C-7326 §§ 22, 23, 31, 1995; Ord. C-7360 §§ 12, 17, 1995; Ord. C-7399 §§ 12, 13,
1996; and ORD-09-0034, § 1, 2009.

21.42.010 - Purpose.

Landscapes are intended to improve the physical appearance of the City by providing visual, ecological,
and psychological relief in the urban environment. Successfully designed and maintained landscape areas
provide an attractive living, working, and recreating environment in addition to their role in reducing water
and energy consumption.

(ORD-10-0031, § 6, 2010)

21.42.020 - Landscaping required.

The provisions of this Chapter shall be the minimum requirements for the provision and maintenance of
landscaped areas.

(ORD-10-0031, § 6, 2010)

21.42.030 - General requirements.

The following requirements shall apply to all zoning districts:

Landscaped Area. All required yards and setback areas shall be attractively landscaped primarily
with drought tolerant and native plant materials. Decorative non-living materials such as brick,
stone, art, fountains and ponds may be used within the landscaped area provided such materials
present an attractive setting consistent with the intent of these landscaping requirements. All
landscape areas shall be completely planted or covered. "Landscape area" means all the planting
areas, turf areas, and water features in a landscape design plan subject to the Maximum Applied
Water Allowance calculation. The landscape area does not include footprints of buildings or
structures, sidewalks, driveways, parking lots, decks, patios, and other non-irrigated areas
designated for non-development.

A minimum of ninety percent (90%) of total landscape area shall consist of very low to low
water usage plantings based on plant species classifications provided by the State's Water
Use Classifications of Landscape Species (WUCOLS) document. Planted areas containing less
than ninety percent (90%) of land covered with very low to low water use planting shall
require submittal of a complete Landscape Document Package showing the Estimated Total
Water Usage (ETWU) of all proposed plantings falling below the property's specific Maximum
Applied Water Allowance (MAWA), as specified in the Landscape Document Package
application.
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Non-permeable paving shall not cover more than thirty percent (30%) of on-site area that is
not covered by structures and parking. To help with on-site stormwater retention and
filtration along with reducing the urban heat island effect, the use of permeable and high
reflectance paving materials are encouraged.
Water-efficient landscape irrigation systems on automated timers and sensors shall be used
and abide by all applicable Long Beach Water Department water use prohibitions.
Large canopy trees shall be used to help minimize urban heat island effect.
Projects shall be designed to minimize or eliminate use of turf.
Recirculating water systems shall be used with decorative water features. Where available,
recycled water shall be used as a water source.
Plants with similar water needs shall be planted together.
The use of infiltration beds, swales, and basins that allow water to collect and soak into the
ground; and retention ponds that retain water, handle excess flow and filter pollutants are
highly encouraged in the landscape design.

Maintenance. All landscaped and paved areas shall be maintained in a neat, attractive, orderly
and water efficient condition. All paved areas, walls and fences shall be in good repair without
broken parts, holes or litter. Dead or diseased plants shall be removed and replaced with plant
materials that comply with the provisions of this Chapter.
Plans Required. When applicable, a Landscape Document Package shall be approved prior to the
issuance of any planning or building permit. For projects proposing landscape area coverage with
a minimum of ninety percent (90%) very low to low water use plantings, ETWU and MAWA
calculations are not required in the Landscape Document Package submittal. Applicable
landscaping, irrigation, planter drainage, water reuse, retention and filtration improvements shall
be implemented before any final building and planning inspection is approved.

(ORD-10-0031, § 6, 2010)

21.42.035 - Special requirements for Water E㤺╨cient Landscaping.

Applicability.
The requirements of this Chapter shall apply to the following projects:

All projects which require the issuance of a Site Plan Review;
New construction and rehabilitated landscapes for public agency projects and private
development projects with a landscape area equal to or greater than two thousand five
hundred (2,500) square feet requiring a building or landscape permit, plan check or design
review;
New construction and rehabilitated landscapes which are developer-installed in single-family
and multifamily projects with a landscape area equal to or greater than two thousand five
hundred (2,500) square feet requiring a building or landscape permit, plan check, or design
review;
New construction landscapes which are homeowner-provided and/or homeowner-hired in
single-family and multifamily residential projects with a total project landscape area equal to
or greater than five thousand (5,000) square feet requiring a building or landscape permit,
plan check or design review;
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Cemeteries. Recognizing the special landscape management needs of cemeteries, new and
rehabilitated cemeteries are limited to Sections 492.4, 492.11 and 492.12; and existing
cemeteries are limited to Sections 493, 493.1 and 493.2 of the California Code of Regulations
Title 23, Chapter 2.7, Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance;
Existing landscapes are limited to Sections 493, 493.1 and 493.2 of the California Code of
Regulations Title 23, Chapter 2.7, Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance; and
Public facilities and public right-of-way.

The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply to the following projects:
Registered local, State or federal historical sites;
Landscape projects not connected to the public water system;
Ecological restoration projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system; or
Plant collections, as part of botanical gardens and arboretums open to the public.

Special landscaped areas including sports fields, golf courses, and playgrounds where turf is the
surface utilized for recreational use may require water exceeding the Maximum Applied Water
Allowance (MAWA). As such, justification must be provided in the submittal documentation
outlining specific hydrozones needed for additional water exceeding the MAWA. Turf shall be
limited to areas utilized for high recreation areas while the perimeter areas shall utilize drought-
tolerant and native plants in hydrozones (very low water and low water use).
Orchards, community gardens and nurseries may require water exceeding the MAWA. As such,
justification must be provided in the submittal documentation outlining specific hydrozones
needed for additional water exceeding the MAWA.
Edible plant gardens may comprise up to ten percent (10%) of total landscaped area. Edible plant
gardens in excess of ten percent (10%) but not exceeding twenty percent (20%) of total
landscaped area shall use an adequately sized rain barrel or other water retention system for
garden irrigation.

(ORD-10-0031, § 6, 2010)

21.42.040 - Landscaping standards for R-3, R-4 and Nonresidential Districts.

Applicability. All portions of a lot not paved or occupied by a structure shall be attractively
landscaped. All required set back areas shall be landscaped unless used for a permitted use.
Landscape Area Requirements. A minimum number of plants shall be provided as follows:

On-Site Street Frontage.
Within the required setback area along all street frontages, except at driveways, a minimum
five-foot (5') wide landscaping strip (inside dimension to planter) shall be provided. This area
shall be landscaped with one (1) tree for each fifteen (15) linear feet of street frontage and
three (3) shrubs for each tree.
Sites with more than one hundred feet (100') of street frontage shall also provide one (1) tree
of not less than thirty-six inch (36'') box size for each one hundred feet (100') of street
frontage.
Planters. All on-site landscaped areas adjoining the public right-of-way shall be located in
planters not less than three inches (3") high. The planters shall be designed to drain back
onto the private property and not directly onto the public right-of-way. When required, tree-
wells shall be sized to allow full growth of proposed trees within the public right-of-way.

Parking Lots.
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One (1) canopy tree shall be provided for each four (4) open parking spaces. Trees may be
clustered provided the fifty percent (50%) tree canopy shade coverage of all parking stall and
related drive aisle areas, after ten (10) years of growth, is achieved. A minimum of one (1)
cluster for each one hundred feet (100') of a row or double row of parking spaces shall be
provided.
A minimum four foot (4') by four foot (4') planter size shall be provided to allow full growth of
proposed trees.
Screening Required. A three-foot (3') tall masonry wall, landscaped berm, or hedge shall be
provided in the event parking areas abut a street frontage. See Subsection 21.41.266.C for
requirements.
Wheel Stops. No vehicles shall be permitted to overhang required landscaped areas behind
wheel stops. See Section 21.41.269 for requirements.

Parking Structures.
An attractive six-foot (6') wide landscaping strip shall be provided on all sides of the structure
except at driveways and walkways. One (1) tree shall be provided for each twenty feet (20') of
perimeter of the structure in addition to required screening when abutting a residential
district, school, or a street frontage. Trees bordering the parking structure shall be of a
species that will obtain a mature height of not less than the height of the structure. The trees
shall be of a species or shall be located or trimmed in such a way as to prevent people from
using them to gain unauthorized access to otherwise secured areas.
Abutting Residential Zone, School, or Public Street. All sides of a parking structure abutting a
residential zone, school or public street shall be screened by vines or other decorative screen
approved by the Director of Development Services.
Wheel Stops. No vehicles shall be permitted to overhang required landscape areas behind
wheel stops. See Section 21.41.269 for requirements.

Yards and Parking Lots Near Residential District and Schools.
Residential (R-3, R-4), Commercial, Mixed-Use, and Light Industrial (IL) Districts. A
minimum five foot (5') wide landscaped strip shall be provided as a buffer along all yard areas
abutting or adjacent to an alley, a residential district or school. This area shall be planted
fifteen feet (15') on center with broad leaf evergreen trees and minimum twenty-four inch
(24") box size.
Medium Industrial (IM), General Industrial (IG) and Port-related Industrial (IP) Districts.
A minimum fifteen foot (15') wide landscaped strip shall be provided along the full extent of
the property line between the two (2) districts. This area shall be landscaped with one broad
leaf evergreen tree, of minimum twenty-four inch (24'') box size, for each fifteen (15) linear
feet along the property line, as well as appropriate shrubs and groundcover.

Landscaping Over Parking Garages and Other Green Roofs.
Landscaped areas on top of parking garages or other green roofs shall factor in the structural
integrity of the building;
The landscaped areas shall be identified as requiring shallow soils (extensive) or deep soils
(intensive);
Extensive green roofs shall contain less than six inches (6") deep of soil to promote plant
growth;
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Intensive green roofs shall contain deeper soils to support a deeper layer of growing
medium; and
Landscaping over parking garages and other green roofs shall contain irrigation and
maintenance measures.

Other Yard Areas. There shall be a minimum of one (1) tree provided for each one hundred
twenty-five (125) square feet of other required yard area on the lot. In addition, there shall be a
minimum of three (3) shrubs provided per tree.
Fences and retaining walls. All required fences and retaining walls shall be landscaped with
vines planted no more than ten feet (10') on center on all accessible sides of a wall or alternative
plant materials approved by the Director of Development Services.

Plant Size. All the required plant materials shall be not less than the following sizes:
Trees. For required on-site trees, at least twenty-four inch (24") box and seven foot (7') in height;
Shrubs. For required shrubs, at least five (5) gallons; and
Mulch. A minimum of three-inch (3") mulch shall be applied on all exposed soil services of
landscaped areas.

Substitutions. The following substitutions for required landscaping materials may be made subject
to approval of the Director of Development Services:

Three (3) fifteen (15) gallon trees for one (1) twenty-four inch (24") box tree;
One (1) thirty-six inch (36") box tree for two (2) twenty-four inch (24") box trees;
One (1) forty-eight inch (48") box tree for four (4) twenty-four inch (24") box trees;
One (1) twenty-four inch (24") box tree for five (5) five (5) gallon shrubs; and
Five (5) one (1) gallon shrubs for one (1) five (5) gallon shrub.

Planting Distance Between Trees. Adding the diameter of two (2) adjacent tree canopies and
dividing by two (2) shall determine planting distance between two (2) trees. Distance between trees
shall not be less than fifteen feet (15') or greater than twenty-five feet (25').
Plant Height. Plant height shall not exceed three feet (3') in corner cut-off areas.
Green Building Development Standards. In addition to the above requirements, projects requiring
Site Plan Review shall comply with the Green Building Development Standards located in Section
21.45.400
Exceptions. The Site Plan Review Committee may waive any of the landscape standards if it finds that
such changes will create a more functional, water or energy efficient, sustainable or cohesive design.

(ORD-10-0031, § 6, 2010)

21.42.050 - Landscaping standards—Public right-of-way (Parkway).

Responsibility. Pursuant to the requirements of this Chapter, the owner of private property adjoining
the public right-of-way shall be responsible to plant, install and maintain landscaping in the area
between the curb and the private property line for the entire frontage of the property. For any
landscaping or paving in the parkway that does not conform or comply with the requirements of this
Chapter, the City of Long Beach shall not be responsible for any loss or damage to such landscaping
or paving materials in the parkway, such as cast-in-place concrete or paving units set on concrete,
associated with street, curb or sidewalk repairs, or any other municipal repair or maintenance
function.
Street Trees.
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Provision of Trees. One (1) large canopy street tree, of not less than twenty-four inch (24") box
size, shall be provided for each twenty-five feet (25') of property line length whenever a new
dwelling unit is added to the adjoining property or new development requiring discretionary
approval, Site Plan Review, or a fence built under the special fence height provisions. Such street
tree shall be of a species approved by the Director of Public Works and shall be provided with
root barriers and irrigation according to the specifications of the Director of Public Works.
Exceptions. Street trees shall be spaced from driveways, light standards, intersections, utility
poles and street furniture and shall be located only in the prescribed width of parkway as
provided in Chapter 14.28 of this Code. An in-lieu fee shall be provided for any tree required in
Subsection 21.42.050.B.1 that is not allowed by the provisions of Chapter 14.28. Such fee shall be
established by the City Council by resolution and shall only be used for planting street trees in
other locations that do comply with these standards. Such fee shall be paid to the Director of
Public Works, and shall be based on the actual cost to the Department of Public Works to obtain
and plant a tree.
Removal. No street tree shall be removed unless found by the Director of Public Works to be
dead, dying, or a public hazard due to damage to curb, gutter, sidewalk or roadway or potential
for falling, or for replacement of trees in an approved street tree program. Such approval shall be
recorded with the Department of Development Services before the tree is removed.

Parkway Landscaping.
Provision of Landscaping. The area between the sidewalk and the curb and between the
sidewalk and the private property line, if any, shall be landscaped primarily with live plant
material and maintained in a neat and healthy condition. Nonliving material and decorative
elements may be used within the parkway in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. The
owner of private property adjoining the public right-of-way shall be responsible for planting and
maintaining such landscaping. Sidewalk width shall be four feet (4') or, if adjoining the curb, five
feet (5'), as provided in Chapter 20.36

Applicability of additional requirements. At the time of new development involving Site
Plan Review from the Planning Bureau or when a complete Landscape Plan submittal is
required, the Planning Bureau may place additional requirements for parkway landscaping
beyond the above, e.g., requiring low to very low water usage plant materials, as defined by
WUCOLS, over at least ninety percent (90%) of the total landscaped area.

Live Planting Material. Groundcover of not more than eight inches (8") in height, accent
plantings or shrubbery not more than thirty-two inches (32") in height and street trees are the
only plant materials allowed in the parkway. The planting of low-water demand and drought-
tolerant plant materials shall be encouraged by the City of Long Beach. High-water demand plant
material that require, at maturity, one inch (1") or more of irrigation water per week shall be
prohibited. Automatic irrigation systems, if installed, shall be maintained so as to conserve water,
and shall not cause water to runoff into the sidewalk or street or pond within the parkway.
Nonliving Material. Permeable groundcovers that accept foot traffic, such as decomposed
granite, inorganic and organic mulches, and modular paving units set on sand, are the only
nonliving materials allowed in the parkway and shall not cover fifty percent (50%) or more of the
total parkway area.
Decorative Elements. Decorative stone, wood or other elements that are smooth-surfaced are
allowed in the parkway, and shall not project more than eight inches (8") above the surface.
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Exceptions. The paving of the parkway shall be prohibited, except as follows:
Rights-of-way subject to major uses for commercial or retail purposes, or abutting a major
arterial or regional corridor street as designated in the Transportation Element of the
General Plan, may be paved for the full depth of the curb to property line area as determined
by the City Engineer and the Director of Development Services;
The paving of the parkway is installed by a public utility, the City of Long Beach or another
governmental agency for a public purpose;
The paving of the parkway is for a City-approved driveway;
A paved parkway was approved with the subdivision map for the property; or
A standards variance is approved. Such standards variance shall not require public notice
and shall be charged the "mini-variance" fee.

Approval of Paving. If an exception is allowed, the parkway may be paved according to the
specification of the Director of Development Services. Prior to paving the parkway, the adjoining
property owner must obtain a street improvement permit from the Director of Public Works as
provided in Chapter 14.08 of this Code.

Parkway Maintenance and Access.
Maintenance of Landscaping. The owner of private property adjoining the public right-of-way
shall be responsible for planting and maintaining parkway landscaping free and clear of refuse,
noxious weeds, hazardous materials and plants bearing thorns, stickers or other potentially
injurious parts. Plants, mulches and inorganic groundcover materials shall not be allowed to
overgrow or spill over the edge of the sidewalk or curb.
Maintenance of Traffic Lines of Sight. For purposes of pedestrian and vehicular safety, all
parkway landscaping shall be maintained so as not to interfere with necessary vehicular or
pedestrian traffic lines of sight, including views of traffic signage and signals and clear views of
vehicles within the roadbed or exiting driveways. Such standards, which include limitations on
taller landscape elements within street intersection areas, shall be determined by the City
Engineer.
Access through Parkways.

In order to maintain access between the sidewalk and legally parked cars on the curb, a
minimum eighteen-inch (18") wide strip or path that accepts foot traffic shall be maintained
abutting and parallel to the curb adjacent to legal parking spaces. Additional space may be
required as needed at public transit stops at the direction of the City Engineer.
In order to prevent obstructions to public access across parkways, continuous hedge-like
plantings shall be prohibited. Single specimen shrubs or groupings of elevated landscape
materials, including accent plantings or shrubbery of more than eight inches (8") in height,
decorative rock and other elements, shall not extend more than six feet (6') along a parkway
as measured parallel to the curb, and must be spaced at least thirty-six inches (36") apart as
measured parallel to the curb.
The berming of earth or other landscape materials of more than twelve inches (12") in height
above the sidewalk at its highest point, or the creation of a bioswale or depression of more
than twelve inches (12") in depth at its lowest point, shall be prohibited.
Fencing of any kind shall be prohibited in parkways, except for curbing of not more than six
inches (6") in height intended to contain groundcover material.
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CHAPTER 21.43 - FENCES AND GARDEN WALLS

21.43.010 - Permitted.

Fences and garden walls are permitted accessory structures in all zones, subject to the conditions and
requirements set forth in this Chapter.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.43.020 - Height limits.

Fence and garden wall heights shall not exceed the maximum heights set forth in Table 43-1.

(Ord. C-7247 § 24, 1994; Ord. C-7127 § 6, 1993: Ord. C-6933 §§ 35, 36, 1991; Ord. C-6684 § 36, 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.43.030 - Prohibited fence and wall materials.

Barbed wire or similar fencing with sharp, protruding objects capable of cutting or puncturing a person is
prohibited, except in the IM, IG, and IP Zones when located atop a fence more than six feet (6′) in height.
In all other zones, such objects shall not be attached to, imbedded in, or laid upon any fence or wall. This
restriction does not include decorative wrought iron.

(Ord. C-7360 § 11, 1995: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 43-1

Fence and Garden Wall Height Limits

Zone Districts Maximum
Permitted
Height(a)

1. Residential

  -Front yard 3 ft.

  -Other yard area 6 ft. 6 in.

  -Outside of required yard area 10 ft.

  -Abutting a nonresidential area 8 ft.

  -Abutting an alley/other public right-of-way other than a street 8 ft.

  -Abutting a major arterial/regional corridor 8 ft.

2.  Commercial and industrial

(b), (f)

(c)

(d)

(e)



(a)
i)
ii)

iii)
iv)

v)

(b)

(c)

(d)

  -Within required street frontage setback 3 ft.

  -Abutting residential front yard 3 ft.

  -Abutting residential side or rear yard 8 ft.

  -Other yard 12 ft.

3.  Institutional

  -Front yard 3 ft.

  -Other yard area 8 ft.

4. Park

  -Within ten foot (10′) yard area abutting a public street 6 ft.

  -Other yard 12 ft.

5. Public right-of-way 8 ft.

6. All zones—corner cut off area 3 ft.

 

The limitations shall not apply in the following instances:
Where a greater height is required by any other City ordinance; or
Where a greater height is required by a conditional approval of a permit pursuant to this Title
or is required by State or Federal law; or
Where a wall return of greater height is allowed;
Fence heights shall be measured from grade adjoining the fence on the public right-of-way
side of the fence (for fences adjoining the public right-of-way) and the average grade of both
sides of the fence (for fences between 2 private properties). Factors such as flood hazard
zone heights or averaged lot elevations shall not apply to fences;
In corner cutoff areas, chain link and wrought iron fences above three feet (3′) are allowed if
they do not obstruct visibility.

In the area designated as the special fence height area, as designated by resolution of City Council,
the fence height in the front yard setback shall be increased to four feet (4′), provided the additional
foot of height is wrought iron or chain link.
Only applicable for rear and side lines that abut an alley or other public right-of-way other than a
street.

(e)

(g)

(g)



(e)

(f)

(g)

Only applicable for a rear property line that abuts a major arterial/regional corridor as designated in
the transportation element of the General Plan. Also applicable for side property lines of a reverse
corner lot that abuts a major arterial regional corridor, and is in a continuous formation with the rear
property lines of the remainder of the block facing the arterial.
Industrially zoned properties may construct a twelve foot (12′) high wrought iron/metal tubing fence
within the required street frontage setback area.
Fence height may exceed three feet (3′) in the front yard of residential lots located in high crime areas,
through approval of an administrative use permit. (See Section 21.52.231.5 for criteria.)
Fences that exceed these height limits may be approved pursuant to site plan review, Section
21.25.501

(Ord. C-7607 §§ 13, 16, 1999; Ord. C-7378 § 18, 1995)
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CHAPTER 21.44 - ON-PREMISES SIGNS

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (7) ---

Editor's note— ORD-13-0014, § 19(Att. A), adopted Sept. 3, 2013, amended Ch. 21.44 in its entirety to read
as herein set out. Former Ch. 21.44, §§ 21.44.010—21.44.400, pertained to similar subject matter, and
derived from Ord. C-6533, § 1(part), 1988; Ord. C-6595, § 12, 1989; Ord. C-6822 § 18, 1990; Ord. C-7032 §§
3—35, 1992; Ord. C-7064, § 5, 1992; Ord. C-7326 § 24, 1995; Ord. C-7429 § 2, 1996; Ord. C-7500, §§ 8—17,
22, 23, 1997; Ord. C-7550, §§ 10—14, 19, 20, 1998; Ord. C-7617 § 3, 1999; Ord. C-7629, § 1, 1999; Ord. C-
7663 §§ 27, 28, 36, 1999; and Ord. C-7776 § 5, 2001.

21.44.010 - Purpose.

This chapter provides standards for on-premises signs to safeguard life, health, property, safety, and
public welfare, including aesthetics and the visual environment, while encouraging creativity, variety,
compatible design, and enhancement of the City's image. The City recognizes that the location, number,
size and design of signs significantly influences the City's visual environment and the perception of the
City's economic condition. The specific purposes of this chapter are to:

Provide each sign user an opportunity for effective identification by regulating the time, place,
and manner under which signs may be displayed;
Maintain a content-neutral approach to sign regulation so as not to inhibit protected forms of
freedom of expression;
Regulate the number and size of signs according to standards consistent with the purpose of the
City's various zoning districts and the intent of the Zoning Regulations;
Protect all zoning districts from the adverse impacts of excessive numbers or sizes of signs, and
signs of poor quality design;
Encourage creative, well-designed signs that contribute in a positive way to the City's visual
environment, and help maintain an image of quality for the City;
Ensure that signs are responsive to the aesthetics and character of their particular location
(adjacent buildings and surrounding neighborhood), and that signs are compatible and integrated
with their building's architectural character and design (including historic elements), and with
other signs on the site; and
Ensure the quality of the City's visual environment and appearance by avoiding sign clutter, signs
of excessive size, and signs of poor quality design, and by subjecting certain signs to the
necessary discretionary processes.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.020 - Accessory uses.

On-premises signs are permitted in all districts as accessory uses only, subject to the provisions outlined
in this chapter.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)
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21.44.030 - Sign permit required.

Required. A sign permit is required to display, enlarge, modify, relocate or change in any way, other
than to perform general maintenance, repair or complete removal, an on-premises sign in any zoning
district, unless such action is expressly exempted by this chapter.
Jurisdiction. The Department of Development Services shall be responsible for reviewing sign permit
applications and issuing sign permits.
Filing of Application. Applications for sign permits shall be filed with the Director of Development
Services on forms provided by the Department of Development Services. Filing fees, as established by
resolution of the City Council, shall be filed with the application. Additional information shall be
provided as required by the Director of Development Services.
Time Limit. Permits shall be used within one hundred eighty (180) days of issuance, otherwise they
shall be null and void.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.035 - Discretionary processes.

A waiver from the provisions of these sign regulations may be considered through the procedures set
forth in this Section. However, any prohibited signs, including those listed in Section 21.44.600 and any
sign not specifically permitted, shall not be approved except through the provisions of Division III
(Standards Variance) of Chapter 21.25—Specific Procedures.

Sign standards waiver. Repealed.
Creative sign permit.

This section establishes standards and procedures for the review and approval of Creative
Sign Permits. The purposes of the Creative Sign Permit are to:

Encourage signs of unique design that exhibit a high degree of imagination,
inventiveness, spirit, and thoughtfulness; and
Provide a process for the application of sign regulations in ways that will allow creatively
designed signs that make a positive visual contribution to the overall image of the City,
while mitigating the impacts of large or unusually designed signs.

Applicability. An applicant may apply for a Creative Sign Permit in order to request approval
of development standards that differ from the provisions of this chapter, but comply with the
purpose and findings of this section. However, the Creative Sign Permit process shall not be
used to allow any prohibited sign type or feature.
Application. A Creative Sign Permit application shall include all information and materials
required by the Department, and the filing fee as specified in a fee resolution to be adopted
by the City Council.
Approval authority. An application for a Creative Sign Permit shall be subject to review and
approval or disapproval by the Site Plan Review Committee, under the procedures set forth
in Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures), Division V—Site Plan Review.
Findings. The Site Plan Review Committee shall not approve a Creative Sign Permit unless
the proposed sign meets the following design criteria (in addition to the findings required in
Chapter 21.25—Specific Procedures):

Design quality. The sign shall:
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Constitute a substantial aesthetic improvement to the site and shall have a positive
visual impact on the surrounding area;
Be of unique design, and exhibit a high degree of imagination, inventiveness, spirit,
and thoughtfulness; and
Provide strong graphic character through the imaginative use of color, graphics,
proportion, quality materials, scale, and texture.

Contextual criteria. The sign shall contain at least one (1) of the following elements:
Classic historic design style;
Creative image reflecting current or historic character of the City; or
Inventive representation of the logo, name, or use of the structure or business.

Architectural criteria. The sign shall:
Utilize or enhance the architectural elements of the building; and
Be placed in a logical location in relation to the overall composition of the building's
facade and not cover any key architectural features and details of the facade.

Impacts on surrounding uses. The sign shall be located and designed not to cause light
and glare impacts on surrounding uses, especially residential uses.

Sign Program.
This section establishes standards and procedures for the review and approval of Sign
Programs. The purpose of a Sign Program is to:

Ensure that all signs on a subject property are of complementary style and design, and
are compatible with the architecture and theme of the property,
Provide a process for the review of said signs to ensure that new developments or major
remodels achieve the highest quality of design by complementing the development with
high-quality signs, and
Establish special sign criteria and standards for a given property when such additional
regulation or waivers from the provisions of this chapter are considered appropriate and
beneficial.

Applicability. Application for a Sign Program shall be required for the following:
Any sign application submittal for five (5) or more new or replacement signs (not
including minor, exempt, or temporary signs) intended to be placed on a site,
Any new commercial, industrial or, institutional building(s),
Any new mixed-use development with three (3) or more nonresidential tenant spaces,
and
Any residential project consisting of five (5) or more new dwelling units.

Application. A Sign Program application shall include all information and materials required
by the Department, and the filing fee as specified in a fee resolution to be adopted by the
City Council.
Approval authority. An application for a Sign Program shall be subject to review and
approval or disapproval by the Site Plan Review Committee, under the procedures set forth
in Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures), Division V—Site Plan Review.
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Findings. The Site Plan Review Committee shall not approve a Sign Program unless the
proposed Sign Program meets the following design criteria (in addition to the findings
required in Chapter 21.25—Specific Procedures):

All signs in the Sign Program are designed in such a manner so as to be internally
consistent, coordinated, and whole within themselves, and harmonious with any existing
signs remaining on the site.
Any existing signs on the site, if they are to remain, are of high quality design and
materials, and complement the existing or proposed building and architecture, and will
be complemented by the new signs in the Sign Program as well.
All signs in the Sign Program will complement and enhance the architectural theme of
the subject property.
All signs in the Sign Program comply with the standards of this chapter, unless specific
exemptions have been granted in the interest of enhanced design and compatibility, and
such exemptions are not contrary to the intent of this chapter.

Waiver of standards. A waiver from the development standards of this chapter may be
granted for signs in a Sign Program if the findings required for a Creative Sign Permit are
made by the Site Plan Review Committee, and the waiver will achieve the specified purpose
of a Creative Sign Permit. However, prohibited signs shall not be approved through a Sign
Program.

Neon Outlining or Architectural lighting of Buildings. Neon tubing lighting, stringed lighting,
and other architectural lighting used to outline buildings or emphasize architectural elements of a
building shall not be considered signs or sign illumination, but rather an architectural element
subject to review and approval through the site plan review process as specified in Division V of
Chapter 21.25—Specific Procedures.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.050 - General performance and development standards for all signs.

Signs Subject to Standards. All signs shall be subject to the development standards specified in this
chapter. The only exceptions shall be for signs that receive waivers from specific standards subject to
the Creative Sign Permit or Standards Variance processes; all other standards shall continue to apply.
Measurement of sign area. Where sign area is required to be measured for the purposes of this
chapter, it shall be measured in accordance with the definition of "sign area" contained in Section
21.15.2530. See Figure 44-1.

Figure 44-1. Measurement of sign area.

Maintenance. All signs shall be kept in a well-maintained condition. No sign shall be displayed which,
in the judgment of the Director of Development Services, or his or her designee, is not in good repair
and maintained in a safe condition. All signs must be kept free from deterioration, free from defective
parts, free from burned out lamps and peeling paint, and must be able to withstand the wind
pressure for which it was originally designed.
Removal of signs. The following shall apply to removal of signs:
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Time limit. Except as otherwise specifically provided for in this chapter, a sign shall be removed
within thirty (30) days of disuse of the business, building, or other establishment for which it was
emplaced.
Repair of building after removal. Within thirty (30) days of the removal of a sign from a
building, the wall of the building shall be repaired to remove any blemish left by the removal.
Complete removal. When a sign is removed, all supporting structures, cabinets, frames and
other appurtenances of the sign shall be removed as well.

Prohibited sign copy. The primary purpose of an on-premises sign is identification, and not
advertising; therefore no major sign, special major sign, or minor sign subject to this chapter shall
display prices for products or services. Changeable copy signs, promotional activity signs, electronic
message center signs, and gas station price signs are exempt from this restriction.
Contact information. In addition to other permitted sign copy, up to three (3) square feet of the
allowable sign area may be used to display contact information for the on-premises establishment
where the sign is located. This may take the form of telephone numbers, email or web addresses, and
the like.
Clearance. The vertical clearance between grade and the lowest point of a sign projecting over a
pedestrian or vehicular path shall be eight feet (8') for pedestrian use and fifteen feet (15') for
vehicular use. No sign shall project over an alley or at-grade parking space.
Light control. No sign or sign lighting source shall cause or allow trespass of light onto any adjacent
property, any residential dwelling unit, or into the public right-of-way.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.060 - Design standards for all signs.

The following standards shall apply to the design of all signs subject to this chapter, for the purpose of
carrying out the intent and achieving the goals of this chapter set forth in Section 21.44.010 - Purpose:

Character. Signs shall enhance the public realm and aid in the creation of a street's character. No
sign shall impede pedestrian traffic, block sight lines in the public viewshed, or disturb adjacent
residences.
Complementary. The color, material, scale, lettering, and lighting shall complement the
surrounding street environment and buildings that the sign addresses.
Size. Signs shall never overpower the building. The sign shall fit comfortably into the architecture
and character of the building or storefront. Signs shall be mounted in a manner that does not
detract from the building's architectural presence and aesthetics.
Audience. Signs intended for tourists, locals, or different age groups can suffer from poor sign
design. Therefore, regardless of the intended audience, sign design shall conform to these design
principles.
Concise. Information on signs shall be brief, clear, and simple with appropriately-sized lettering,
and a clear information hierarchy. When appropriate, symbols may be used in place of text.
Illumination. Lighting used with signs shall be focused and minimal, especially for exterior-lit
signs. Lighting shall be in scale with the sign and building. Design of sign illumination shall make
every effort to avoid contributing to night-sky light pollution.
Consistency. Signs shall be consistent across a building or property. If multiple tenants are listed
on a single sign or a multi-tenant building, variation between size and typeface of tenant names
and color shall be limited to a palette of three (3) or fewer options.
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Timelessness. Sign design should convey a timeless character of a street, place, or business, and
should avoid design tendencies associated with fleeting trends. Signs also shall be designed with
durable, long-lasting materials, and shall be well-maintained.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.062 - Additional design standards for nonresidential signs.

In addition to the design standards for all signs specified in Section 21.44.060, the following design
standards shall apply to all nonresidential signs:

Signs should be consistent with the overall design and identity of the building, including the
architecture and landscaping. Signs should complement the overall aesthetic of the building and
site.
If more than one (1) sign type is necessary on a single facade, all signs shall be scaled in a clear
hierarchy and shall address different viewer orientations and audiences.
Buildings with multiple tenants or storefronts shall use the same sign strategy at every entrance,
storefront, or tenant suite, in order to reduce sign confusion and present an organized visual
environment.
If multiple tenants are listed on a single sign, size and typeface of tenant names shall be kept
consistent.
For sites with several buildings, or buildings that are part of an industrial, business, or
institutional campus, sign consistency shall be ensured through the following:

Signs shall be visible from the public rights-of-way bounding the site, and shall communicate
the necessary information clearly.
Since campuses may house multiple tenants of differing types, the design identity of signs
shall be capable of incorporating an array of styles and typefaces for the differing names and
logos. However, the size of tenant names, logos, and color palettes shall be consistent with
each other.

Pedestrian-oriented signs are encouraged. Signs shall be scaled appropriately, including window
signs, projecting (blade) signs, directory signs, and other pedestrian-oriented signs.
Illumination should be used to accent signs, consistent with the building's character. Trespass of
light and glare from sign illumination onto any adjacent dwelling units or other property, whether
residential or nonresidential, is strictly prohibited.
Signs and wayfinding features shall be incorporated with public art or placemaking objects where
possible.
Placement of signs in the public right-of-way should be uniform and designed at the correct scale
for the intended reader, for both motorists and pedestrians.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.064 - Additional design standards for residential signs.

In addition to the design standards for all signs specified in Section 21.44.060, the following design
standards shall apply to all residential signs:

Signs should be integrated with the building's architecture and landscaping. Signs should be
consistent with the design approach and convey a clear hierarchy of information.
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Signs shall identify primary entrances, the street address, and other necessary information, while
maintaining an understated and minimal aesthetic.
Mixed-use (commercial and residential) projects with commercial uses on the ground floor shall
comply with the design standards for nonresidential signs specified in Section 21.44.062
Illumination shall be designed to ensure adequate sign visibility and safety, but shall never create
light trespass into residential units or onto adjacent properties.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION I. - MAJOR SIGNS

21.44.100 - Development Standards—Major signs.

Wall signs, projecting (blade) signs, freestanding or monument signs, awning signs, and building
identification signs shall all be considered major signs. A freestanding sign and a projecting sign may not
be located on the same property, but any other major sign combination is possible subject to the
development standards outlined in this chapter. See Figure 44-2, Major Signs.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.102 - Copy.

For all major sign types, sign copy shall be limited to the identification of the business, and up to two (2)
products or services sold or available on the premises. Copy shall not be placed on the edges of any sign.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.105 - Standards by zoning districts.

Each type of major sign shall be allowed in certain zoning districts as provided in Table 44-1.

Table 44-1
Zoning Districts for Major Signs

Zoning
Districts 

Sign Types 

Wall
sign

Projecting
sign

Freestanding
sign

Monument
sign

Awning
sign

Building
Identification

Sign

CNP, CNA,
CNR

Y Y N Y Y Y

CCA, CCP,
CCR, CCN

Y Y Y Y Y Y

CHW, IL, IM,
IG, IP

Y Y Y Y Y Y

R-1 and R-2
zones*

N N N N Y N
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R-3*, R-4*,
and RM
zones

N N N N Y Y

I, P, PR Y Y Y Y Y Y

Residential
and mixed-
use
character
PDs**

Y Y N Y Y Y

Commercial
and
industrial
character
PDs**

Y Y Y Y Y Y

Abbreviations: Y = Yes (permitted), N = Not permitted, PD = Planned Development District

*  Commercial uses in these zoning districts, including legal nonconforming uses, shall be
subject to the sign types restrictions specified for the CNP, CNA, and CNR districts.

**  In all PDs, sign regulations specified within each PD ordinance take precedence over
the provisions of this chapter. In cases of doubt, or where the several subareas of a given
PD are of differing character, the Zoning Administrator shall determine which standards
should apply.

 



A.

B.
1.

Figure 44-2. Major Signs.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.120 - Wall signs.

Wall signs are permitted for any business with frontage on a street, parking lot, public walkway within a
mall, or which has exterior building frontage without facing a street, parking lot or mall.

Number. One (1) per wall, or one (1) per business for buildings with multiple tenants/businesses
fronting on a street. In addition to the primary wall sign, secondary wall signs identifying up to
two (2) products or services are permitted provided that the cumulative wall sign area does not
exceed the allowable limits established in Subsection 21.44.120.B.
Area.

Wall Facing Street. The total area of all wall signs facing a street shall not exceed one (1)
square foot of sign area per linear foot of building wall; provided, that not more than one
hundred (100) square feet shall be allowed on any sign facing a residential, local or collector
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street and not more than two hundred fifty (250) square feet shall be allowed for any sign
facing a major or minor arterial. See Figure 44-3.
Wall Facing Side or Rear Yard. The area of permitted wall signs facing side or rear yards
shall not exceed one (1) square foot of sign area for each linear foot of building wall.
Curved or Angled Wall on a Corner. A curved or angled wall located on a corner shall be
considered to be a separate wall for purposes of this section.
Transference of Sign Area. Allowed sign area cannot be transferred from one (1) building
side or wall to another.
Icons and Models. Wall signs in the shape of icons, models, or logos shall be permitted
provided that the cumulative wall sign area for all signs does not exceed the allowable limits.
To calculate the area of two-dimensional (2-D) signs, the sign's length and width shall be
multiplied. The area of three-dimensional (3-D) signs shall be measured as a longitudinal
section of the icon or model.

Figure 44-3. Area of a wall sign.

Height. The maximum height of wall signs above grade, to the highest point of the sign shall be
as follows:

For a one (1) story building, the highest point of the sign shall not be located above the top of
the parapet wall for a flat roof, or above the top of a mansard roof, or above the ridge of a
sloped roof.
For a multi-story building with commercial tenants on the ground floor only, a wall sign shall
not be located above the windowsill line of the second floor. This does not include building
identification signs.
For a multi-story building with commercial tenants on the ground floor and floor(s) above, a
wall sign shall be located on the same floor as said tenant, and shall not be located above the
windowsill line of the floor above said tenant. Wall signs shall not be allowed for commercial
tenants on the third story and above. This does not include building identification signs.
For buildings with glass curtain wall systems, signs shall be allowed for ground-floor tenants
only and not on any stories above the ground floor. This does not include building
identification signs.
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Location. No wall sign shall extend beyond the perimeter of the signable area (as defined in
Section 21.15.2770) on which it is displayed, or above the top of the parapet wall of a flat-roofed
building, or above the top of a mansard roof. A sign displayed above the eave line of a sloped
roof building shall be considered a roof sign. No wall sign shall be located upon an architectural
protrusion. See Figure 44-4.

Figure 44-4. Locations of a wall sign.

Figure 44-5. Maximum projection of a wall sign.

Projection. The maximum projection shall be fourteen inches (14"). No wall sign shall project
over a public alley, driveway, or parking above grade. See Figure 44-5.
Design. The following design standards shall apply to all wall signs:

Channel letters preferred. Signs consisting of individual channel letters are strongly
preferred. Exposed raceways are prohibited unless necessitated by structural considerations.
Foam letters. Foam letter signs are strongly discouraged. Foam letters must be faced with a
material such as plastic or metal. Un-faced foam letters (including those that are painted
only) are prohibited. Wall painted signs are preferred over foam letter signs.
Cabinet signs.

New cabinet ("can") signs are strongly discouraged, except in the case of unusually
shaped signs or logos that would be onerous to render in channel letter form. Channel
letter signs are preferred instead.
Existing cabinet signs may continue to be used and maintained, subject to the
regulations of this chapter. However, upon replacement of the sign face or copy, use of a
"push-through" cabinet sign face shall be required, with the sign copy rendered in relief
either in front of or behind the sign face. The purpose of this regulation is to obtain
higher-quality sign design for the remaining lifespan of existing sign cabinets.

Flat wall signs. Wall signs consisting of copy that is painted or otherwise applied or
rendered, with no surface relief, onto a background sheet product of wood (including
plywood, fiberboard, etc.), plastic, or metal, which is then affixed to the building wall, shall not
be permitted, unless approved through the Creative Sign Permit process, in order to ensure
that the sign is of a high-quality design. The purpose of this regulation is to avoid the use of
these materials in low-quality sign designs.

Wall Painted Signs. Wall painted signs are regulated in Division II - Special Major Sign Types.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.130 - Projecting (blade) signs.

Projecting signs (also known as blade signs), are permitted subject to the following provisions:

Number. A business may display one (1) projecting sign per street frontage or parking lot
frontage on an adjacent property. Where freestanding signs are allowed, a projecting sign may be
permitted in lieu of each freestanding sign.
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Area. The maximum area of a projecting sign shall not exceed one (1) square foot per linear foot
of building frontage from which the sign projects. For double-sided signs, sign area shall be taken
from one (1) side of the sign only. See Figure 44-6.

Figure 44-6. Measurement and allowable area of a projecting sign.

Height. No projecting sign shall extend above the adjacent eaves of a sloped roof. A projecting
sign shall not extend more than one-third (1/3) of the sign's vertical length above the parapet line
of a flat roof; or be less than eight feet (8') above the grade of the adjoining pedestrian right-of-
way. A projecting sign shall be exempt from the building height limits of the zoning district.
Location.

Projecting signs shall be attached to a building, and not a pole or other structure.
For buildings with multiple businesses, multiple projecting signs shall be separated by at least
twenty-five feet (25'), and only one (1) projecting sign may be located on each building corner.
See Figure 44-7.
If any portion of a projecting sign is located above a second floor windowsill line, it shall be
located a distance away from any such window(s) equal to twice the projection of the sign
from the wall in which the window is located, unless the building has a glass curtain wall
system.
For a building located on a corner lot, the projecting sign is encouraged to be located on the
corner or face of the building on the street corner. A vertical projecting sign on a building
corner should be mounted at a forty-five (45) degree horizontal angle so that its two (2) sides
are equally visible from both streets.

Figure 44-7. Required separation between projecting signs.

Projection.
No projecting sign shall project more than four feet (4') from the face of the building wall
upon which the sign is mounted. If such sign projects into the public right-of-way, then an
encroachment permit must be obtained from the Department of Public Works. See Figure 44-
8.
No sign may project closer than two feet (2') to the curb line.
No sign may project over a public alley.

Figure 44-8. Projection and required clearance of a projecting sign.

Design. The following design standards shall apply to all projecting signs:
Individual channel letters on a background are preferred.
Plastic-faced cabinet signs are prohibited for use as projecting signs. However, other
internally illuminated sign types, such as reverse-channel letter signs, are suitable for use as
projecting signs.
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Projecting signs shall be constructed of high-quality, durable materials and shall be of a
permanent nature.

Building permit required. No sign permit shall be issued for a projecting sign unless a building
permit also is obtained. The purpose of this requirement is to prohibit temporary, flimsy, fragile,
or other projecting signs of a less-than-permanent nature that would not require a building
permit for attachment to a building.
Supporting Device. Guy wires may be used for lateral support when fully within the horizontal
plane of the sign. Any angle iron or secondary support, other than guy wires, must be enclosed in
a form constructed of impermeable material so as not to be visible.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.140 - Freestanding/monument signs.

Any self-supporting permanent on-premises sign that is not attached to a building is either a freestanding
sign (see Section 21.15.2580), or a monument sign (see Section 21.15.2620). Table 44-1 sets forth the
zoning districts in which freestanding and monument signs are allowed. Freestanding and monument
signs are permitted subject to the following provisions:

Number.
Individual Businesses or Shopping Centers. Any individual business or a shopping center
may display one (1) freestanding/monument sign on a property. For each length of street
frontage in excess of three hundred feet (300'), a business or group of businesses may
display one (1) additional freestanding/monument sign for each additional three hundred
feet (300'), or portion thereof, of street frontage abutting the developed portion of the
property occupied by the businesses.
Automobile Service Station. In addition to other signs, an automobile service station may
display one (1) freestanding/monument sign per street frontage for the display of fuel prices.

Area. The permitted area of freestanding/monument signs shall be as provided in Table 44-2. No
sign shall be permitted to exceed the maximum area indicated, regardless of street frontage.
Height. The maximum permitted height of a freestanding/monument sign shall not exceed the
limits set forth in Table 44-2. The height of a freestanding/monument sign is measured from
grade to the highest point of the sign, except that the height of the freeway-oriented freestanding
signs, where the freeway elevation is greater than the base of the sign, may be measured from
the grade of the freeway lane nearest the sign not including on and off ramps to the highest point
of the sign, as illustrated in Figure 44-9.
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Figure 44-9. Maximum heights of freestanding signs.

Location.
No freestanding/monument sign shall be located in such a manner that it blocks, obscures,
or obstructs existing signs, or signable area, on any building, including buildings on abutting
property, nor shall any freestanding/monument sign be located in such a manner that it
blocks, obscures, or obstructs another freestanding/monument sign, including one on
abutting property.
Where more than one (1) freestanding sign is used for one (1) business or group of
businesses, the minimum distance between two (2) freestanding signs on the same property
shall be one hundred feet (100').
No freestanding/monument sign shall be located within the required corner cut-off area of a
driveway, alley, or street, as defined in Section 21.15.660 and illustrated in Figure 15-4.
A freeway-oriented freestanding sign must be located within one thousand five hundred feet
(1,500') of the intersection of the freeway off-ramp with the surface street providing access to
the premises on which the sign is located.

Projection and overhang. No freestanding sign shall overhang the property line adjoining a
public right-of-way unless approval has been granted by the Department of Public Works. In any
case, no freestanding sign shall project closer than two feet (2') to the curb line. Neither shall any
freestanding sign shall overhang the property line between parcels.
Design. The following design standards shall apply to all freestanding/monument signs:

New plastic sign faces on sign cabinets for freestanding/monument signs are prohibited,
except for "push-through/through-the-face" types. The portion of a sign cabinet identifying
individual tenants may consist of an internally-illuminated cabinet with individual plastic
faceplates for each tenant; however, these faceplates shall be push-through/through-the-face
types whenever feasible. All tenant faceplates shall be of a harmonious theme, with
complementary lettering, design, and colors.
Freestanding signs should be architectural in nature. The slab-monolith type is encouraged,
or alternately a slab with an architectural base, middle, and capital; other architectural
designs can be acceptable also. Freestanding signs mounted on one (1) or several bare poles
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https://www.municode.com/Api/CD/StaticCodeContent?productId=16115&fileName=21.44.140Fig44-9.png


3.

4.

5.

A.

are prohibited.

If a freestanding sign is not a slab-type, its support shall be at least half the width of the sign
portion and shall be enclosed in an interesting architectural element that complements the
sign structure and adjacent building(s). Uncovered structural poles are prohibited.
Individual channel letters on a background, reverse channel letters, or push-
through/through-the-face designs are preferred, both for the main sign and the identification
of tenants.
Any angle iron or secondary support shall be enclosed in a form constructed of impermeable
material, such that the angle iron or secondary support is not visible.

Table 44-2
Permitted Size, Max. Area, and Max. Height of Freestanding/Monument Signs

Type of
Freestanding/Monument
Sign and Orientation

Permitted Area Maximum Area Maximum Height

Freestanding sign

 Freeway-oriented 3 sq. ft./L.F.
frontage

300 sq. ft. 40 ft.

 Non-freeway oriented 2 sq. ft./L.F.
frontage

150 sq. ft. 25 ft.

Monument sign 1 sq. ft./L.F.
frontage

100 sq. ft. 8 ft.

Fuel price sign (gas
stations only)

15 sq. ft. 15 sq. ft. 12 ft.

(a) Square feet of sign area permitted per linear foot of frontage along the abutting street.
(b) See location requirement in Section 21.44.140.D.4.
(c) In addition to the permitted freestanding sign, a price sign is also permitted.

 

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.160 - Awning (or marquee or canopy) signs.

Awning and marquee/canopy signs are permitted for each business located on the ground floor and
abutting a street, parking lot or public walkway within a mall, excluding alleys and serviceways. Each
awning or marquee/canopy may display one (1) sign subject to the following provisions:

(a)

(b)

(c) (c)
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Area. The area of the sign may not exceed forty percent (40%) of the total face of the awning or
marquee/canopy, not to exceed one hundred (100) square feet. The face of the awning shall be
measured as shown in Figure 44-10.
Projection. The sign may not project closer than two feet (2') to the curb line. Any encroachment
over public property shall require approval from the Department of Public Works.
Limits. Marquee/canopy signs shall be contained entirely within the perimeter of the fascia of the
marquee or canopy.
Slope. The face of the marquee, canopy or awning shall slope not more than sixty degrees (60°)
from the vertical plane.
Additional under-mounted signs. In addition to a surface-mounted marquee/canopy sign, a
sign which displays the business name only may be mounted on the under surface of the
marquee or canopy, provided:

The area of the sign does not exceed eight (8) square feet;
The clearance from grade is eight feet (8') for pedestrian use and fifteen feet (15') for
vehicular use; and
The signs are mounted perpendicular to the building wall.

Figure 44-10. Maximum size and area measurement of an awning sign.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.170 - Building identiúcation signs (commercial and residential).

Commercial Buildings. Commercial building identification signs in the form of a wall sign or a
projecting sign may be displayed on any building that is composed of one (1) or more businesses and
is at least four (4) stories high.

Number. One (1) building identification sign is permitted per building face/wall and shall be
comprised of the business/building name and/or logo. If a projecting sign is used as the building
identification sign, no other projecting sign shall be allowed for that building face, and no
freestanding sign shall be allowed on the site.
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Area. Commercial building identification signs shall not exceed one and one-half (1½) square feet
of sign area per every linear foot of building wall and shall not exceed a maximum of three
hundred (300) square feet.
Placement. No commercial building identification sign shall extend beyond the perimeter of the
signable wall area on which it is placed, nor shall it be displayed above the peak of the roof or the
top of the parapet of a building, or below the lower one-third (1/3) of a building on which it is
placed, unless a Creative Sign Permit is approved.
Projection. The maximum projection shall be fourteen inches (14") from the face of the wall. Any
building identification sign projecting over the right-of-way shall require approval from the
Director of Public Works.

Multifamily Residential Building Identification. Multifamily building identification signs are
permitted in the form of a wall sign, a monument sign, an awning or a marquee/canopy sign, or a
projecting sign, subject to the following restrictions:

Number. One (1) sign is permitted for each street the building abuts.
Design Standards. The manner in which building identification signs may be displayed shall
determine the design standards.

Wall Sign. The identification sign shall comply with all applicable wall sign provisions of this
chapter, except that the total area shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the signable area,
nor more than five percent (5%) of the building face.
Monument Sign. The building identification sign shall comply with all applicable monument
sign provisions of this chapter, except that the maximum area shall not exceed twenty-seven
(27) square feet and the maximum height above grade shall not exceed four feet (4') above
grade.
Awning or Marquee/Canopy Sign. The identification sign shall comply with all applicable
awning or marquee/canopy sign provisions of this chapter.
Projecting Sign. The identification sign shall comply with all applicable projecting sign
provisions of this chapter, except that the maximum area shall not exceed twenty-seven (27)
square feet.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION II. - SPECIAL MAJOR SIGNS

21.44.200 - Development Standards—Special major signs.

Wall painted signs, roof signs, changeable copy signs, residential neighborhood and commercial district
identification signs, and historic signs shall all be considered special major signs. These sign types occur
less frequently throughout the City and require specific regulation to ensure compatible design with
surrounding architecture, signs, and land uses, to ensure that the City's aesthetic goals are achieved.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.210 - Wall-painted signs.

A wall-painted sign is intended to take the place of a wall sign, and is painted directly onto the building
wall. Wall-painted signs fill an important niche in the sign types this chapter makes available to the public
—they can be established with no building permit or structural review required, at considerably less cost
than a permanent wall sign. This is advantageous to small businesses just starting out, and others in
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similar situations. Wall painted signs also have the potential to make a significant character-enhancing
contribution to their immediate surroundings and neighborhood, becoming something of a landmark if
well executed. For these reasons, wall-painted signs are preferred over foam letter wall signs in the gamut
of low-cost sign types.

Number, height, location and copy. Standards for the number, height, location, and copy of
wall-painted signs shall be the same as for wall signs, as specified in this chapter.
Area. In order to encourage the selection of a wall-painted sign over foam letters or other low-
cost sign types, the allowable area is increased such that wall-painted signs shall not exceed one
and one-half (1½) square feet of sign area per every linear foot of building wall and shall not
exceed a maximum of one hundred (100) square feet on any sign facing a residential, local or
collector street, and not more than two hundred fifty (250) square feet for any sign facing a major
or minor arterial.
Review. In order to assure a quality design for each wall-painted sign, the wall-painted sign
application shall be reviewed by the Site Plan Review Committee, or a sub-committee designated
by the SPR Committee for this purpose, within three weeks of filing, at no fee to the applicant.
The SPR Committee shall either approve the application, or direct the applicant to alter the plans
in a way that would allow the Committee to approve the application.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.220 - Roof signs.

Roof signs shall be permitted through the Creative Sign Permit process only. The area standards for
projecting signs shall apply to roof signs. The building height limits established for the zoning districts
shall not apply to roof signs.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.230 - Changeable copy signs.

Changeable copy signs shall be allowed subject to the following:

Users limited. Changeable copy signs are limited to the following users: churches, florists, public
schools, public colleges and universities, movie theaters, and gasoline price signs for gas stations.
Exceptions to this rule shall require a Standards Variance as described in Division III of Chapter
21.25—Specific Procedures.
Size. Changeable copy displays may be installed on freestanding, monument, and wall signs. The
area of the changeable copy display shall be counted toward the allowable sign area for the type
of sign upon which the changeable copy is installed.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.240 - Residential neighborhood and commercial district identiúcation signs.

The City recognizes the desire for unique communities within its boundaries, both residential and
commercial, to positively identify themselves and their geographic boundaries. To this end, the following
guidelines are established to control the design, content, and location of such identification signs on both
private and public property. In addition to these standards, the provisions of Subsection 21.44.900.A.6
(Signs on public property) also shall apply to any such sign located on public property. Street-name-style
Neighborhood Marker Signs mounted on street lights or traffic signal poles are not regulated by this
chapter, and are administered by the Department of Public Works.
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Type of Sign. Limited to monument signs for residential neighborhood identification. Monument
or freestanding signs are allowed for commercial district identification.
Number of Signs. Each residential neighborhood or commercial district shall display no more
than one (1) sign on each side, or corner, or boundary of the neighborhood or district. In cases of
irregularly-shaped or unclear boundaries, the Zoning Administrator shall be authorized to
determine if a given proposal conforms to this regulation.
Maximum Height, Width, and Area. The maximum height, width, and area allowed for
residential neighborhood and commercial district identification signs shall be as provided in Table
44-3.

Table 44-3
Height, Width, and Area Development Standards for Residential Neighborhood and Commercial
District Identification Signs

Type of sign Maximum Height
(ft.)

Maximum Width
(ft.)

Maximum Area (sq.
ft.)

Monument 4 9 36

Freestanding 15 4 32

 

Thickness. Minimum of three inches (3") to a maximum of one foot (1').
Materials. Wood, stone, concrete, stucco, or metal or a combination of these materials.
Lettering. Individual letters carved from display or bolted onto display. Fragile or glued-on
lettering is prohibited.
Lighting. Exterior light sources or internal illumination are allowed. External lights shall be aimed
and shielded to prevent any light trespass into the adjacent roadway or adjacent properties.
Prohibited. Cabinet signs are prohibited as residential neighborhood and commercial district
identification signs, as well as any plastic or fabric panels or fascia.
Identification. Each sign must indicate that the respective neighborhood or commercial district
is part of the City of Long Beach, using the name "City of Long Beach" in at least three-inch (3")-
tall letters. The purpose of this regulation is to avoid giving the impression that an area is a
separate city or otherwise not a member of the City as a whole.
Site Plan Review required. Prior to the issuance of a sign permit (and prior to issuance of a
right-of-way permit by the Department of Public Works in the case of a sign located on public
property), an identification sign for a residential neighborhood or commercial district shall be
subject to review by the Site Plan Review Committee. A fee equivalent to the fee for a Creative
Sign Permit, as specified in a fee resolution to be adopted by the City Council, shall be required.
Waiver of standards. The Site Plan Review Committee may, at its discretion, waive the following
development standards: type of sign, number of signs, height, length, thickness, materials, and
lettering. The Site Plan Review Committee shall approve such waivers only if the findings required
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for a Creative Sign Permit are made, and the waiver will achieve the specified purpose of a
Creative Sign Permit. However, prohibited sign types and materials shall not be approved through
a waiver.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.250 - Historic signs.

Any sign designated by City ordinance as a Historic Landmark, or granted historic designation by the
California State Historic Preservation Office, or the United States Secretary of the Interior, or any sign that
is a historic element of such a designated building or site, shall be considered a historic sign. Historic signs
shall be exempt from the requirements of this chapter as to height, illumination, location, movement, sign
area, and materials, and may be maintained as legally conforming signs subject to the following
conditions:

All parts of the exempted historic sign including neon tubes, incandescent lights and shields, and
sign faces shall be maintained in a functioning condition as historically intended for the sign to
the greatest degree possible.
Parts of historic signs originally designed to flash or move may be allowed to continue to flash or
move. There shall be no alterations to the historic pattern, speed, or direction of flashing or
moving elements.
The wording or image of a historic sign may be altered only if the alterations do not substantially
change the historic dimensions, height, scale, style, character, or type of materials of the historic
sign.
Failure to maintain a historic sign as required above shall be grounds for disallowing an
exemption from the requirements of this chapter. The Cultural Heritage Commission shall be
authorized to make a determination of revocation of exemption. The sign shall thereafter be
brought into compliance with the requirements of this chapter to the satisfaction of the Director
of Development Services.
Full reconstruction or major alteration of a historic sign shall require approval of the Site Plan
Review Committee, and the Cultural Heritage Commission in the case of a City-designated
Historic Landmark.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION III. - MINOR SIGNS

21.44.300 - Development standards—Minor signs.

Menu boards, on-site directional signs, and traffic directional signs shall be considered minor signs subject
to the development standards outlined in this Division.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.310 - Menu boards.

Menu boards are permitted for drive-through fast-food restaurants subject to the following restrictions:

Number. In addition to other permitted signs, two (2) freestanding menu boards and one (1) wall
sign are permitted for each automobile service window.
Area. Menu boards shall not contain more than forty (40) square feet in area.
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Height. Menu boards shall not exceed seven feet (7') in height above grade.
Copy. Menu boards shall contain only the business name, and information related to the food
items and prices. The maximum letter size shall be three inches (3").
Orientation and location. Each sign shall be oriented to customers on the site, and not toward
the adjacent right-of-way. The purpose of these signs is to provide information to customers
already on-site, and not passers-by. Signs shall not be located within the required corner cutoff
areas at driveway or drive-through entrances/exits.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.320 - On-site directional signs.

On-site directional signs are permitted at business and institutional sites, for the purpose of directing
persons to destinations within the site, subject to the following restrictions. They are intended primarily
for land uses with larger parking lots, and/or drive-through lanes.

Number. In addition to other permitted signs, a business or site may display up to four (4) on-site
directional signs by right. If a business or site wishes to display five (5) or more on-site directional
signs, a Sign Program shall be required.
Area. On-site directional signs shall not be more than sixteen (16) square feet in area.
Height. On-site directional signs shall not exceed four feet (4') in height above grade.
Copy. On-site directional signs shall contain only words such as "Drive-through" (or "Drive-thru"),
"Enter," "Exit," "This Way," and "Do Not Enter," as well as the business name and/or logo. The
maximum letter size shall be three inches (3").
Orientation. On-site directional signs shall be oriented toward on-site traffic, and not toward the
adjacent right-of-way. The purpose of these signs is to provide direction to traffic already on site,
and not to traffic on the adjacent right-of-way. Signs shall not be located within the required
corner cutoff areas at driveway or drive-through entrances/exits.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.330 - Traýc directional signs.

Traffic directional signs, either wall or freestanding, may be displayed as necessary for all land uses to
ensure the safe and orderly flow of automobile traffic on private property.

Copy. Traffic directional signs are limited to noncommercial messages for the purposes of
directing safe flow of automobile traffic. A traffic directional sign shall not provide directions to a
particular business, location, or event. Traffic directional signs shall be limited to stop signs, one-
way signs, do not enter signs, speed limit signs, left/right turn only signs, no left/right turn signs,
and other traffic signs of like purpose.
Area and Size. Each sign shall have a maximum area of six (6) square feet, and a maximum
height of seven feet (7'), unless waived by the Zoning Administrator upon the recommendation of
the City Traffic Engineer.
Interference with Official Traffic Control Devices. No traffic directional sign shall interfere with
any official public traffic control device. Any traffic directional sign that is found to do so shall be
removed or remedied by the property owner upon order by the City Traffic Engineer.
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Conformance with Traffic Control Device Standards. All traffic directional signs shall be in
conformance with the national, state, and local standards for traffic control devices in effect in
the City of Long Beach to the satisfaction of the City Traffic Engineer.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION IV. - TEMPORARY SIGNS

21.44.400 - Temporary signs.

Certain classes of signs may be erected as temporary signs subject to the following regulations.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.410 - Promotional activity signs (banners).

Promotional activity signs, as defined in Section 21.15.2720 of this title, are permitted, subject to the
following:

Area. A promotional activity sign (banner) shall not exceed one (1) square foot of banner area for
each linear foot of building street frontage and shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet,
whichever is less.
Number. Only one (1) promotional activity sign shall be allowed per street frontage, or per
business in the case of a commercial building with multiple business tenants.
Aspect ratio. A promotional activity sign shall not have an aspect ratio exceeding 3.0 (three (3)
units length per one (1) unit height).
Location. Promotional activity signs shall be placed on a building wall only. It shall be prohibited
to place a promotional activity sign on a fence, supported from poles or trees, between buildings
or walls, upon an existing sign cabinet or structure (whether in use or not), on a building roof or
extending above the parapet wall, or upon another structure. Promotional activity signs shall not
be placed overhanging or obscuring windows.
Time Limit. The following time limits shall apply to promotional activity signs:

A promotional activity sign permit shall be valid for only ninety (90) days and shall not be
renewable in the same calendar year.
The allowed time period shall be measured in calendar days. The ninety (90) day period may
be broken into two (2) forty-five (45) day periods or three (3) thirty (30) day periods, provided
that the sign is removed at the end of each period.
If the ninety (90) days includes December 31 and January 1, the permit shall be prorated or
adjusted accordingly, such that permits are not issued for a site for more than ninety (90)
days in a given calendar year, including prior promotional activity sign permits having a
portion of the ninety (90) days period in the same year.

Legalization of promotional activity signs (banners) without permits. Any promotional
activity sign placed without a valid permit shall be subject to the following:

If a permit is to be issued, the applicant shall pay double fees;
The duration (in days) that the sign was in place without a permit shall be subtracted from
the ninety (90) days allowed for a promotional activity sign if it is to be legalized through a
permit;
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If the sign was in place for ninety (90) days or more without a permit, the sign shall be
removed and no permit shall be issued for the subject location in that calendar year; and
If the duration that the sign was in place without a permit is not known or is not divulged by
the applicant, the sign shall be assumed to have been in place for ninety (90) days, and the
sign shall be removed, and no promotional activity sign permit shall be issued for the subject
location in that calendar year.

Exceptions.
Real estate signs and banners. Real estate signs and banners are considered "permit
exempt" signs and are subject to the restrictions specified in Table 44-4.
Grand opening signs. One (1) promotional activity sign for a grand opening event shall be
allowed for a period of ninety (90) days in a calendar year, in addition to one (1) other
promotional activity sign in the same calendar year.
Automobile sales businesses/dealerships. Vehicle sales businesses may be exempted from
the limitations of this section on promotional activity signs through the Creative Sign Permit
process; except that all pennants, streamers, and inflatable, air-blown, balloon-type and all
other prohibited signs or decorations shall be prohibited regardless.
Noncommercial promotional activity signs. Noncommercial promotional activity signs are
considered permit exempt signs and are subject to the restrictions specified in Table 44-4.

Street Banners. Street banners and banners hung across a public street are subject to approval
by the City Manager as provided in Section 18.04.010 of the Municipal Code, and are not
regulated by this chapter.
Maintenance. Promotional signs shall not be in a condition of disrepair. Disrepair shall include
torn, faded, sagging, or dirty signs, and signs with a message that is outdated or no longer
relevant. Signs in disrepair shall be removed, or may be restored or repaired if still within the
permitted ninety (90) day period.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.420 - Political signs.

Political campaign signs are not regulated as a separate class of signs.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.430 - Subdivision signs.

Subdivision signs advertising the initial sale or lease of residential units within a single contiguous
grouping comprised of fifteen (15) or more dwelling units, or fifteen (15) or more lots, are permitted,
subject to the following regulations:

Display Period. A subdivision sign may be displayed during the period of construction and for a
period not to exceed six (6) months from the date which eighty percent (80%) of the units have
received certificate of occupancy, or until all of the units or lots have been sold or leased,
whichever occurs first.
Permitted Sign Types. Only non-illuminated, freestanding signs are permitted.
Number. One (1) sign is allowed, plus one additional sign for each fifty (50) dwelling units or lots
in the subdivision, or one (1) plus one (1) for each five (5) acres in the subdivision, whichever is
less.
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Sign Area and Height. The size of a subdivision sign shall not exceed two hundred (200) square
feet, and the height shall not exceed fifteen feet (15'), measured from grade to the highest point
of signs.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION V. - PERMIT EXEMPT SIGNS

21.44.500 - Permit exempt signs.

The classes of signs set forth in this section are exempt from the application, permit and fee requirements
for on-premises signs, provided the exempt sign conforms to Table 44-4—Exempt Signs. This section shall
not exempt such signs from other provisions of the Municipal Code, including but not limited to those that
may require building or electrical permits.

Table 44-4
Permit Exempt Signs

Class of Sign Maximum Size Maximum Number Other Conditions 

1.  Building
directory sign
identifying building
occupants

18 sq. ft. 1 per parking lot
entry and building

entry

-If changeable copy
used, must be glass

encased
-Must be visible

from sidewalk or
parking lot

2.  Interior signs Area of sign must be
less than 25% of

total area of window
through which it is

exhibited

3 per window -Must be located
between 1 foot to 6

feet to the interior of
any window from

which sign is visible
-Sign may not flash,
rotate or exhibit any

other prohibited
characteristics

3.  Public service
and accessory signs
identifying public
conveniences (e.g.,
restrooms,
telephones, hours of
operation,
vacancies)

Total area of all
signs visible from

any one street shall
not exceed 10 sq. ft.

1 per service,
accessory, or

convenience per
street frontage

None
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4.  Theater outer
lobby posters
advertising current
or coming
attractions

20 sq. ft. per poster 2 posters per movie
screen, per street

frontage

Must be glass
encased

5.  Window signs Total of all signs
displayed in any one

window may not
cover more than

10% of total window
area

1 sign per 3 linear
feet of window

-Each window shall
be calculated

separately
-Must be placed in

such a manner so as
to not obstruct

visibility into
business

6.  Any other non-
prohibited sign, if
less than 3 sq. ft.

Less than 3 sq. ft. 1 sign per 10 linear
feet of building
frontage facing

street(s)

No sign shall be
placed in the public
right-of-way or on
vacant property

7.  Construction sign
identifying firms
involved in
construction site,
future tenants, or
announcing
development

Height—15 ft.
Area—16 sq. ft.

1 per street abutting
construction site

-Must be removed
within 15 days of

completion of
construction

-No illumination
permitted

8.  Flags Length—9 ft.
Width—6 ft.

3 flags -Flag pole height
shall be limited to

the established
building height for

each respective
zoning district.
-Flag signs are
prohibited, as

defined in Section
21.15.2510 

-Decorative flags are
prohibited; see

Section 21.44.600

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


9.  Garage sale signs Height—4 ft.
Area—6 sq. ft.

1 per garage sale on
same premises

No sign shall be
placed on public

property

10.  Open house
signs or
flags/banners

Height—4 ft.
Area—6 sq. ft.

1 per 300 feet of
street frontage

-May be used on
temporary basis

only when house is
open for inspection

without an
appointment

-May not be placed
on public property

11.  Real estate
signs (on-premises)
advertising sale,
rental or lease of
property

Height—8 ft.
Area—

a)  Nonresidential
use—16 sq. ft.

b)  Residential use—
6 sq. ft. for first

dwelling unit plus 1
sq. ft. for each

additional unit up to
16 sq. ft. maximum

1 per 300 feet of
street frontage

-Types limited to
non-illuminated wall,

window, or
freestanding signs
-No signs may be
placed on public

property
-Signs may be
displayed only

during the period
the premises is held

for sale, rental or
lease, and for not

more than 15 days
thereafter

-Signs must be
maintained in good

condition

12.  Real estate
banners

Height—same
limitations as wall

signs
Area—16 sq. ft., or 6
sq. ft. plus 1 sq. ft.
for each additional
unit, whichever is

less
Aspect Ratio—

1 banner in addition
to 1 other real estate
sign per 300 feet of

street frontage

-Banners must be
placed on a building
wall and may not be
mounted on poles,
fences, above the

roof deck/roof line,
etc.

-Banners may be
displayed only
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maximum aspect
ratio of 3.0 (3 units

length to 1 unit
height)

during the period
the premises is held

for sale, rental or
lease, and for not

more than 15 days
thereafter

-Banners must be
maintained in good

condition, with
current information,

and must be
replaced when worn

or dilapidated

13.  Single-family
residential sign
identifying resident

Not to exceed 2 sq.
ft.

1 per residence None

14.  Warning signs
(e.g., "Danger," "No
Dumping")

3 sq. ft. per warning As necessary per
warning

None

15.  Street address
signs

No maximum if sign
contains address

only

1 per address per
street frontage

Minimum letter
height of 4 inches

16.  Signs painted
on parking lot
surface

½ width of drive
aisle

As necessary Must contain
parking or
directional

information only
and no commercial

message

17.  Noncommercial
promotional activity
signs

16 sq. ft per sign;
not to exceed a

maximum total area
of 80 sq. ft. for all
such signs on a lot
or parcel whether
such lot is zoned

commercial,
residential or

No limit on the
number of signs

provided the
maximum area of 80
sq. ft. for each lot or

parcel is not
exceeded.

Signs shall not
interfere with or be
designed in such a
manner that they
will be confused

with a traffic control
signal or sign, or

obstruct the vision
of traffic. They shall
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A.

B.

C.

D.
E.

1.

2.

3.

F.

industrial. not be placed on any
public property or

right of way or
posted on any utility
pole or device. Signs

shall be removed
from a premise no
later than 5 days

following the
conclusion of the
activity or event

promoted by such
sign

Abbreviations: sq. ft. = square feet ft. = feet

 

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION VI. - PROHIBITED SIGNS

21.44.600 - Prohibited signs.

The following signs shall be prohibited:

Unlawful Sign Projections. No sign shall project into an adjoining private property under
separate ownership, or into a public right-of-way or into an established setback unless an
encroachment permit has been issued by the City Engineer.
Flashing Signs. No sign shall flash, shimmer or glitter, nor give the appearance of flashing,
shimmering or glittering.
Moving or Rotating Signs. No sign shall rotate, oscillate or otherwise move, nor give the
appearance of rotating, oscillating or moving.
Sound, Odor, Particulate Matter. No sign shall emit audible sound, odor or particulate matter.
Unlawful Illumination.

No sign illumination system shall contain or use any beacon, spot, or stroboscopic light, or
reflector which is visible from any public right-of-way or adjacent property.
Generally, illuminated signs shall not be allowed to change color or light intensity. The
exception being neon, fiber optic, or light-emitting diode (LED) light sources, which are
permitted to gradually change color. Light intensity shall not be allowed to change.
No floodlight shall be used which is not hooded or shielded so that the light source is not
visible from any public right-of-way, adjacent property, or residential dwelling unit.

Portable Signs. Portable signs are prohibited, except that a portable sign may be displayed to
indicate a temporarily closed vehicular entrance or exit for purposes of public safety or
convenience.
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G.
H.

I.

J.

K.

L.

M.

N.

O.

P.
Q.

A.

Street Furniture. Signs shall not be placed on street furniture, as defined in this title.
Vehicle Signs. Signs identifying a business shall not be affixed to or placed in or on vehicles
parked in the public right-of-way or on private property in a manner such that the vehicle
functions as a sign for the business. This regulation shall not apply to buses and taxicabs legally
operating within the City limits, or to other permitted uses regulated under other titles of the
Municipal Code. However, mobile billboards are prohibited in Chapter 21.54 (Billboards).
Obstruction of Use or Visibility. No sign shall be located so that any portion of the sign or its
supports interferes with the free use of any fire escape or exit or obstructs any required fire
standpipe, stairway, door, ventilator or window; nor shall any sign be located so as to obstruct the
visibility (corner cut-off areas) of vehicles or pedestrians using driveways or doorways.
Interference with Utility Lines. No sign shall be located which has less horizontal or vertical
clearance from utility lines than that prescribed by the rules of the Public Utilities Commission of
the State.
Interference with Official Traffic Control Devices. No sign shall appear in color, wording,
design, location or illumination to resemble or conflict with any traffic control device.
Inflatable and Air-Blown Signs. Any signs or decorations that are inflatable, such as balloons of
any size or shape, and any signs that are air-blown or inflated or animated by the internal flow of
air, such as signs that appear to have a waving body and appendages, are prohibited.
Flag Signs. Flag signs (as defined in Section 21.15.2510) are prohibited. This includes any type of
flag that functions as a sign, whether affixed to a building or not, including but not limited to
those mounted on curved or flexible swivel masts and commonly referred to as "sails," "feathers,"
or "bow banners."
Decorative flags. Flags with no intrinsic meaning (usually, but not limited to, simple flags of one
or several colors, with or without a design motif), which are intended only to draw attention to a
building or location, are prohibited. However, nothing in this Subsection shall be construed to
prohibit any flag that constitutes a protected form of expression and is in compliance with all
other applicable provisions of the Municipal Code.
Streamers, pennants, balloons, and the like. All types of signs and exterior decorations that
can be considered steamers, pennants, balloons, and the like shall be prohibited.
Projected light signs. Any sign created by projecting light onto a surface is prohibited.
Any sign not exempted or permitted by this chapter shall be prohibited.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION VII. - NONCONFORMING, ABANDONED AND ILLEGAL SIGNS AND OTHER PROVISIONS

21.44.710 - Nonconforming signs.

It is the intent of this section to recognize that the eventual elimination of existing on-premises signs that
do not conform to this chapter is as important to City-wide aesthetic and health, safety and welfare as is
the prohibition of new signs that would violate the provisions of this chapter. It is also recognized that
nonconforming signs should be eliminated as expeditiously and fairly as possible in a manner that avoids
any unreasonable invasion of established property rights.
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1.
2.
3.
4.

B.
1.

a.

b.

c.

2.

3.

4.

Continuation of Use. A nonconforming on-premises sign may be continued in operation and
maintained after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this title, provided that
nonconforming signs shall not be:

Changed to another nonconforming sign; or
Structurally altered so as to extend the useful life of the sign; or
Expanded; or
Reestablished after damage or destruction of more than fifty percent (50%) of the sign value
at the time of such damage or destruction.

The copy on nonconforming signs may be changed without affecting their nonconforming status,
provided the content of the new copy is consistent with the provisions of this code, and a building
permit is not required to change the copy.

Amortization.
Permanent nonconforming signs shall be removed or brought into compliance with the
provisions of this chapter under the following circumstances:

Whenever the business, building, or other establishment for which the sign was
emplaced is vacated, or
Whenever there is a change in the business license for the owner or lessee of a property
on which there is a nonconforming sign(s), the nonconforming sign(s) shall be removed
or brought into compliance with the provisions of this chapter prior to the effective date
of the new owner's or lessee's business license, or
Upon approval of a building or electrical permit to modify a nonconforming sign for the
purpose of expanding the sign, or structurally altering it to extend its useful life, or to
reestablish the sign after damage or destruction of more than fifty percent (50%) of the
sign value at the time of damage or destruction, the nonconforming sign shall be
brought into compliance with the provisions of this chapter.

Nonconforming wall-painted signs shall be painted out, or brought into compliance with the
provisions of this chapter when there is a change in business ownership or lessee of the
property.
Cabinet signs with translucent plastic faces shall be subject to the requirement to utilize a
push-through-type of sign face, as specified in Subsection 21.44.120.F.3, upon replacement of
the sign face or copy, or when the circumstances specified in Subsection 21.44.710.B.1 are
met.
Historic signs shall be exempt from amortization, as provided in Section 21.44.250

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.720 - Abandoned signs.

All abandoned signs, as "abandoned sign" is defined in Section 21.15.2520, shall be removed immediately.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.730 - Illegal signs.

All illegal signs have no vested rights and shall be removed or made to conform to the provisions of this
chapter immediately.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)
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A.

B.

1.
2.

A.

21.44.740 - Administrative removal of signs.

Signs may be removed by the City in accordance with the following procedures:

Illegal or Dilapidated Signs. If the Director of Development Services, or his or her designee, finds
that a sign is in violation of this chapter, or is in disrepair, defaced, deteriorated (including peeling
paint), prohibited, abandoned, illegal, or is in violation of the Building Code or any other laws and
ordinances, he shall seek correction of the violations as provided for in the Municipal Code,
including the Administrative Citation process. The Director of Development Services shall inform
the sign owner by a written notice if the sign is to be removed.
Safety Hazard or on Public Right-of-Way. The City Engineer, or his designee, without giving
notice, shall have the authority to authorize removal of any sign which:

Poses an immediate threat to public safety; or
Is displayed in violation of the provisions of this chapter or other City ordinances on or over
any public right-of-way or public property.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION VIII. - ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SIGNS

21.44.800 - Electronic message center signs.

Electronic message center signs (abbreviated EMCS) are permitted subject to the following standards. Any
exception to these standards shall require application for a Standards Variance under the provisions of
Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.810 - Conditional Use Permit required.

The City recognizes that an electronic message center sign, if not carefully regulated and designed, has the
potential to cause significant adverse effects upon its surrounding visual environment, and to negatively
impact the perception of the environment and condition of its neighborhood. Therefore, to ensure that a
process for adequate review is provided for these signs, each EMCS shall require an application for a
Conditional Use Permit under the provisions of Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures), and additionally shall
be subject to the findings specified in Section 21.52.229 - Electronic Message Center Signs (Conditional
Uses). Additionally, to ensure a high-quality design, prior to a public hearing on the Conditional Use Permit
the Site Plan Review Committee shall be authorized to review the design of the proposed EMCS under the
provisions of Chapter 21.25 (Specific Procedures).

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.820 - Site requirements for electronic message center signs.

Electronic message center signs are subject to the following site restrictions:

Lot or Building Minimum Size. Electronic message center signs are allowed only at a business or
shopping center or institutional use that is located upon five (5) or more acres of land. The five (5)
or more acres must consist of one (1) contiguous group of parcels or lots, and must be held by
one (1) owner. Alternately, an EMCS may be permitted for a single building consisting of one
hundred fifty thousand (150,000) square feet or more in gross floor area. Such building must be
located on one contiguous parcel or group of lots and be held by one (1) owner.
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B.

C.
D.

A.

B.
1.

2.

C.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

D.

E.

Same Site as Principal Use. An electronic message center sign shall be located on the same
parcel as the principal land use of the business or institution for which the sign is established. The
sign shall not be located on a site containing only a land use or uses secondary to the primary
operation of the business or institution. For example, an electronic message center sign shall not
be located on a lot or parcel used for automobile storage by an automobile dealership whose
primary sales operations are on a different site; nor shall an electronic message center sign be
located on a lot or parcel used for parking for an institution if said institution is on a different
parcel.
Zones permitted. EMCS shall be allowed in certain zoning districts as provided in Table 44-5.
Street types permitted. EMCS shall be allowed only on a street or highway classified as a Major
Arterial, Regional Corridor, or Freeway.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.830 - Number, location, spacing, form, and substitution/removal requirements.

The following requirements shall apply regarding the number, spacing, and form of electronic message
center signs, as well as substitution for other sign types and removal of other sign types:

Number. One (1) EMCS shall be allowed for each six hundred feet (600') of total street frontage
on a qualifying site (the total may include street frontage more than one (1) street for sites
bounded by multiple streets).
Location.

Upon subject site. No electronic message center sign shall be located closer to any interior
side property line than twenty-five feet (25'). Lots adjoining freeway or railroad right-of-way
may locate an EMCS on the property line adjoining such right-of-way.
Distance from residential. All EMCS shall have a minimum separation of one hundred feet
(100') from a residential district.

Spacing.
Between EMCS on same frontage. A radius of three hundred feet (300') shall be required
between each EMCS on the same property, on the same street frontage.
Between EMCS on different frontage. No EMCS shall be located less than one hundred feet
(100') from another EMCS on a different street frontage (for example, an EMCS on each
frontage of a corner lot) on the same property or site.
Between EMCS and freestanding/monument signs. The minimum distance required
between a freestanding/monument sign and an electronic message center sign shall be one
hundred feet (100').
Between EMCS on different properties. No EMCS shall be located less than three hundred
feet (300') from another EMCS on a different property or site.
Freeway-oriented EMCS. A radius of six hundred sixty feet (660') shall be required between
all freeway-oriented electronic message center signs. For freeway-oriented EMCS, and EMCS
located adjacent to other State highways, if the requirements of the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) are more restrictive, those requirements shall control.

Sign form. An EMCS may take the form or style of a freestanding sign, monument sign, or wall
sign only. Other forms are prohibited.
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A.
B.

C.

D.

E.

A.
B.

1.
2.

Substitution for freestanding/monument signs and other sign removal. For each EMCS to be
emplaced, two (2) freestanding or monument signs, if extant, shall be removed from the subject
site, on the same street frontage as the EMCS. Additional removal of other on-premises sign(s)
may be required by the Planning Commission as a condition of approval.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.835 - Design standards.

The following design standards shall apply to electronic message center signs:

Bare metal structural supports are prohibited, and shall have an architectural covering instead.
A freestanding EMCS shall have an architectural base and support(s) totaling at least half the
width of the sign face.
Use of flat, translucent plastic or acrylic sign faces for the fixed/permanent copy shall be
prohibited. Channel letters are preferred, and push-through-type faces may be used on cabinets.
High-quality materials shall be used in the sign overall. Use of metal backgrounds and cabinets is
strongly encouraged.
The overall design, form, and structure of the EMCS shall be architecturally interesting and
creative, and shall be harmonious with itself and the surrounding land uses. The design should
complement the building(s) of the site for which it is emplaced, and, where appropriate, bear a
strong architectural relationship to those buildings.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.840 - Height, area, projection, and clearance requirements.

Height and area. The height and area of an EMCS shall not exceed the limits set forth in Table 44-5.
Projection and clearance.

No portion of an electronic message center sign shall project into any right-of-way.
The vertical clearance from grade to the lowest point of the sign is eight feet (8') for pedestrian
use and fifteen feet (15') for vehicular use.

Table 44-5
Zoning, Height, and Area Standards for Electronic Message Center Signs

Zoning Districts Standards 

Permitted area
(sq. ft.) 

Maximum area
(sq. ft.) 

Maximum height
(ft.) 

CCA C Freestanding:
2/L.F.  
 
Monument: 1/L.F.
 
Wall: 1/L.F.

Freestanding: 150
Monument: 100
Wall: 150

Freestanding: 25
 

 
Monument: 8
 
Wall: building
height

CHW
IL, IM, IG, IP
I, P, PR

C Freestanding:
150  
 
Monument: 100

(a) (c)

(b)
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A.
1.
2.

Commercial and
industrial
character PDs

C  
Wall: 250

Residential and
mixed-use
character PDs

N n/a n/a n/a

All R zones
CNP, CNA, CNR
CCP, CCR, CCN

N n/a n/a n/a

Abbreviations: C = Conditional use permit required, N = Not permitted, PD = Planned
Development District, ft. = feet, sq. ft. = square feet, L.F. = linear feet of street frontage (or
building frontage for wall-type EMCS), n/a = not applicable.

(a)  For freeway-oriented EMCS, permitted area is 3 sq. ft./L.F.

(b)  For freeway-oriented EMCS in the noted zoning districts only, maximum area is 300
sq. ft.

(c)  For freeway-oriented EMCS, maximum height is 40 ft. Where the freeway elevation is
higher than the base of the sign structure, height shall be measured from the grade of the
freeway lane nearest the sign (not including on- and off-ramps) to the top of the sign
structure, as illustrated in Figure 44-9.

(d)  In all PDs, sign regulations specified within each PD ordinance take precedence over
the provisions of this chapter. In cases of doubt, or where the several subareas of a given
PD are of differing character, the Zoning Administrator shall determine which standards
should apply.

 

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.850 - Brightness, display, copy, and message requirements.

The following requirements establish the standards for the display face and copy and messages to be
displayed on an electronic message center sign:

Brightness. The following brightness standards and limitations shall apply:
Dawn to dusk: unlimited;
Dusk to dawn: the display surface shall not produce luminance in excess of 0.3 foot-candles
above ambient light conditions, or the level recommended by the Illuminating Engineering
Society of North America (IESNA) for the specific size and location of the sign, whichever is
less;

(d)

(d)
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3.

4.

5.

B.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

C.

A.

B.

The display brightness shall be controlled by a photocell or light sensor that adjusts the
brightness to the required dusk-to-dawn level based on ambient light conditions without the
need for human input. Use of other brightness adjustment methods, such as timer- or
calendar-based systems, shall only be used as a backup system;
The display shall be factory-certified as capable of complying with the above brightness
standards. Such certification shall be provided to the satisfaction of the Director of
Development Services; and
The sign owner shall provide to the City, upon request, certification by an independent
contractor that the brightness levels of the sign are in compliance with the requirements of
this section.

Display message. The following standards and limitations shall apply to the message shown on
the display surface:

The message shown on the EMCS display shall not flash, shimmer, glitter, or give the
appearance of flashing, shimmering, or glittering.
The EMCS display shall have no message or illumination which moves, or is in continuous
motion, or which appears to be in continuous motion. Display of full-motion video and video-
like sequences is prohibited.
The display message shall not change at a rate faster than one (1) message every eight (8)
seconds.
There shall be a direct change from each message to the next, with no transition effect, and
no blank or dark interval in between, to avoid a flashing or blinking effect.
The intensity of illumination shall not change, except as required to comply with the dusk-to-
dawn brightness standards.
All messages shall be limited to on-site advertising of goods or services, or noncommercial
messages (i.e., time, temperature, or public service announcements). All off-site advertising
messages are prohibited (see "Billboard" Section 21.15.370); this includes messages by or for
sponsors, patrons, brands, and other similar off-site parties or entities.

Fixed Copy. Fixed/permanent sign copy on each face of an electronic message center sign shall
be limited to the identification of the business, shopping or convention center name or icon and
two (2) major tenants or products or services. The fixed/permanent sign copy shall not flash,
shimmer, glitter, or give the appearance of flashing, shimmering, or glittering, and shall be
included in the overall sign area as indicated on Table 44-5.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.855 - Light and glare intrusion prevention.

All electronic message center signs shall be adequately shielded and properly oriented and aimed so as to
prevent the intrusion of light and glare upon residential land uses, including those in mixed-use districts.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.860 - Exemptions.

Electronic signs used solely to display prices for gasoline sales at gas stations shall not be required to
obtain a conditional use permit. These signs shall be subject to all other applicable requirements of
Chapter 21.44
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A.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

B.

C.

A.

1.

Electronic message center signs and other similar electronic displays that are not visible from the
public right-of-way and any other public or private property shall be exempt from the requirements of
this division, except that such a sign or display shall be adequately covered or shielded, and properly
oriented and aimed, so as to prevent the emission or generation of light and glare above the sign
location. All building and electrical permits shall be obtained as required by the Municipal Code.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

21.44.870 - Nonconforming electronic message center signs.

It is the intent of this section to recognize that the eventual elimination of existing electronic message
center signs that do not conform to this chapter is as important to City-wide aesthetic and health, safety
and welfare as is the prohibition of new signs that would violate the provisions of this chapter. It is also
recognized that electronic message center signs typically require a much higher initial investment than
other classes of signs, and do not recycle with the frequency of other classes of signs. Consequently,
separate regulations for nonconforming EMCS are necessary to ensure that legal nonconforming EMCS
are addressed as fairly as possible in a manner that avoids any unreasonable invasion of established
property rights. Therefore, existing, legally-established electronic message center signs may be used and
maintained as legal nonconforming signs, notwithstanding the provisions of Section 21.44.710
(Nonconforming signs), subject to the following restrictions:

A nonconforming EMCS shall not be:
Enlarged or otherwise altered to increase its display area,
Increased in height,
Changed to another type of nonconforming sign,
Structurally altered to extend its useful life,
Converted to a billboard (electronic/digital or otherwise), or
Reestablished after damage or destruction of more than fifty percent (50%) of the value of
the sign at the time of such damage or destruction.

The display surface and fixed sign copy of a nonconforming EMCS may be altered and upgraded
without affecting the nonconforming status of the sign, provided that such alterations comply
with the requirements of Section 21.44.850 regarding brightness, display, copy, and message.
Upon change of the primary land use for which the EMCS was constructed, the new owner or
operator shall be required to obtain a new Conditional Use Permit in order to maintain the EMCS
at the site. The Planning Commission may, at its discretion, require upgrades to the display
surface, fixed copy, and other elements of the nonconforming EMCS to bring it into compliance
with the requirements of Section 21.44.850. If a new Conditional Use Permit is not obtained, the
EMCS shall be removed immediately.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)

DIVISION IX. - SIGNS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

21.44.900 - Signs on public property.

Applicability. No person, except a public officer or employee performing a public duty, shall place
any sign on, above, along or within any public property. This prohibition does not apply to:

Temporary promotional activity signs in public parks in connection with activities or uses
approved by the City;
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Street banners, temporary holiday season decorations, and other street decorations on or
suspended from lamp poles or other public structures shall be permitted when approved by the
Director of Public Works and the City Manager;
Signs authorized by the City inside publicly owned places of assemblage such as convention halls,
auditoriums, sports arenas or stadiums which are used in a proprietary capacity;
Wall signs for on-premises advertising on buildings used by concessionaires or other private
commercial users or lessees of public property, when authorized by departments or agencies of
the City in their proprietary capacity, and provided that any such signs comply with the provisions
of Section 21.44.120 pertaining to wall signs;
Painting of house numbers upon curbs in compliance with the requirements of this Code;
Residential neighborhood and commercial district identification signs (see Section 21.44.240)
provided:

The signs are located in parkways or in the median island of divided highways;
The signs shall comply with the established design guidelines in this chapter; and
The applicant has a written construction and maintenance agreement approved by the
Director of Public Works.

Advertising, advertising displays or donor recognition permitted pursuant to Chapter 16.55
Permit Required. Any person who intends to place a private sign on public property as permitted by
Subsection 21.44.900.A shall first obtain a permit from either the Director of Public Works or in the
case of public property used in a proprietary capacity, from the department or agency of the City in
charge of such property. A permit application form shall be provided by the City. The City Council, by
resolution, may establish permit fees and may authorize rental rates or other appropriate charges for
this permitted use of public property.
In the Coastal Zone:

On the sandy beach, the placement of private freestanding signs is prohibited.
Prior to the placement of any private sign on public property located adjacent to the sandy beach,
a coastal development permit shall be approved for a comprehensive sign plan. A comprehensive
sign plan shall include specific standards for the size, number and location of proposed signs. A
coastal development permit for a comprehensive sign plan shall be approved only if a positive
finding is made that the sign or signs included in the plan do not:

Obstruct public views to or along the coast;
Adversely impact public access to and use of the water;
Adversely impact public recreational use of a public park or beach; or
Otherwise adversely affect recreation, access or the visual resources of the coast.

A coastal development permit shall be required for any sign placed on public property in the
Coastal Zone, except that a coastal development permit shall not be required for: wall signs; signs
on the interior of structures; signs comprised solely of paint on existing structures; temporary
banners, and flags displayed for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days; warning signs; traffic
safety signs; and public service signs less than four (4) square feet that identify public
conveniences (e.g., restrooms, telephones, hours of operation, government ordinances). A coastal
development permit for a sign on public property shall be approved only if a positive finding is
made that the sign design and scale does not:

Obstruct views to or along the coast from publicly accessible places;
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Adversely impact public access to and use of the water;
Adversely impact public recreational use of a public park or beach; or
Otherwise adversely affect recreation, access or the visual resources of the coast.

Removal of Signs. Any sign permitted on public property shall be removed by the party responsible
for its posting immediately after the conclusion of the advertised event or by the removal date
established by ordinance, regulation, contract or event. If such sign is not removed by that time, it
shall be deemed abandoned and may be summarily removed by the City. The person or entity
responsible for posting said sign shall be liable for the City's costs incurred in the removal of such
sign, and the City Manager or his/her designee is authorized to collect said costs.
Illegal Signs. Any sign placed on public property in violation of the provisions of this section is
declared a public nuisance and may be summarily removed by the City. The person or entity
responsible for such illegal posting shall be liable for the City's costs incurred in the removal of such
sign, and the City Manager or his/her designee is authorized to collect said costs.

(ORD-13-0014 , § 19(Att. A), 2013)
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CHAPTER 21.45 - SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.45.010 - Purpose.

The City recognizes that certain types of land use, due to the nature of the use, require additional
development standards beyond those specified for the applicable zone district. The additional standards
are required to ensure that the use does not adversely impact adjacent uses. This Chapter establishes
special development standards for permitted principal uses indicated in Tables 31-1, 32-1, 33-2, 34-1, 35-1
and 36-1 with a "Y" and an asterisk (Y*).

(Ord. C-7629 § 2, 1999; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.45.100 - Special development standards.

Special development standards shall be required for the use and activities noted as set forth in Section
21.45.110 et seq.

(Ord. C-7378 § 19, 1995; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.45.110 - Adult entertainment businesses.

The following special development standards shall apply to adult entertainment businesses, as defined in
Chapter 21.15 (Definitions) of this Title:

Location.
Adult entertainment businesses may not be located:

Within three hundred feet (300') of any residential zoning district or residential zoning
district or residential planned development district (specifically excluding mixed-use
zones) within the City; or
Within one thousand feet (1,000′) of any public or private school (kindergarten through
twelfth grade) located within the City; or
Within six hundred feet (600′) of a City park; or
Within five hundred feet (500′) of a church, as defined in Section 21.15.510 herein; or
Within one thousand feet (1,000′) of any other adult entertainment business, as defined
in this Title; or
Fronting upon that portion of Pacific Coast Highway between Hayes Avenue and Termino
Avenue, that portion of Anaheim Street between the Long Beach Freeway and Termino
Avenue, that portion of Santa Fe Avenue between Anaheim Street and Pacific Coast
Highway and that portion of Artesia Boulevard between Paramount Boulevard and
Downey Avenue, and that portion of Broadway between Atlantic Avenue and Euclid
Avenue. Such areas have been determined by the Long Beach Police Department to
experience a high rate of arrests for prostitution, lewd behavior and disorderly conduct.
Such determination shall be reviewed in three (3) year intervals, commencing upon
October 1, 1997.
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All measurements set forth above shall be made in a straight line, without regard to
intervening structures or objects, from the nearest point on the property line of the adult
entertainment business to the nearest point on the property line of the residential zone,
school or other adult entertainment business, as applicable.

Parking. Adult entertainment businesses shall comply with the parking requirements set forth in
Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements). The number of parking spaces
provided shall be the equivalent of that required for new construction, regardless of the status of
the legal nonconforming parking rights of the previous use.
Security. The adult entertainment business shall provide a security system that visually records
and monitors all parking lot areas serving the use. All indoor areas of the adult entertainment
business shall be open to public view at all times with exception of restroom facilities. "Accessible
to the public" shall include those areas which are only accessible to members of the public who
pay a fee and/or join a private club or organization. Further, the adult entertainment business
shall provide security guards, who are State licensed, armed, uniformed and approved by the City
of Long Beach Police Department, during all hours of operation. The number of such guards so
required shall be determined by the Chief of Police, and such number may be increased at any
time by the Chief of Police if it is determined, in the Chiefs discretion, that such increase is
necessary to protect the public peace and the surrounding neighborhood.
Displays. The adult entertainment business shall not display any adult oriented material or adult
oriented merchandise which would be visible from any location other than from within the
premises of the adult entertainment business. This limitation includes newsracks, except as
permitted by Long Beach Municipal Code Chapter 14.20 (Newsracks).
Lighting. All areas of the adult entertainment business (except movie and mini-movie theaters)
shall be illuminated at a minimum of one (1) foot-candle, minimum maintained and evenly
distributed at ground level (excluding those areas shielded by tables and similar obstructions).
Parking lot lighting shall comply with the standards set forth in Section 21.41.259 of this Title.
Hours of Operation. An adult entertainment business shall not operate between the hours of
twelve (12:00) midnight and nine (9:00) a.m.

(Ord. C-7274 § 4, 1994: C-6684 § 37, 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.45.115 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-11-0011, § 9, adopted June 7, 2011, repealed § 21.45.115, entitled "Attached/roof mounted
cellular and personal communication services", which derived from: Ord. C-7399, § 15, 1996.

21.45.116 - Check cashing, pay day loans, car title loans, signature loans and other 絬nancial
services.

The following special development standards shall apply to check cashing, pay day loan, car title loan,
signature loan, and other financial service businesses:

Conditional Use Permit. Required Findings for check cashing, pay day loan, car title loan,
signature loan, and other financial service businesses are found in Section 21.52.212
Pay Phones. Exterior phones, security bars and roll up doors shall be prohibited, and any existing
pay phones shall be removed.
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Window Signage. Windows shall not be obscured by placement of signs, dark window tinting,
shelving, racks or similar obstructions.
Maintenance. All yard areas shall be developed and maintained in a neat, quiet, and orderly
condition and operated in a manner so as not to be detrimental to adjacent properties and
occupants. This shall encompass the maintenance of exterior facades of the building, designated
parking areas serving the use, fences, and the perimeter of the site (including all public parkways).
Signage.

All nonconforming signs and pole signs shall be removed, including roof signs regulated
under Section 21.44.710
All on-site signage shall be brought into compliance with the Long Beach Municipal Code,
Chapter 21.44, removed, and/or improved to the satisfaction of the Site Plan Review
Committee.
Each check casher shall post a list of fees in English, Spanish, Tagalog, and Khmer at the
cashier/check stand using a letter height not less than one-half (½) inch in height.

Landscaping.
All parking and landscaping areas on the property shall be improved and brought into
compliance with the Long Beach Municipal Code by paving and striping parking areas and
adding drought tolerant, native trees and shrubs.
All landscaping shall be permanently irrigated with a twenty-four (24) hour/seven (7) day
electronic or solar powered time clock.

Lighting. Lighting shall be provided, including glare shields, in accordance with Chapter 21.41, in
a relatively even pattern and in compliance with California Title 24 Energy requirements.
Security.

Interior and exterior video security cameras shall be installed at the front and rear of the
business with full view of the public right-of-way and any area where the operator provides
parking for its patrons. The cameras shall record video for a minimum of thirty (30) days and
be accessible via the internet by the Long Beach Police Department (LBPD).
A Public Internet Protocol (IP) address and user name/password to allow LBPD to view live
and recorded video from the cameras over the Internet are also required. All video security
cameras shall be installed to the satisfaction of the Police Chief, Director of Technology
Services, and Director of Development Services.

Building Improvements.
All building facades shall be improved with new paint, roofing materials, and windows to the
satisfaction of the Site Plan Review Committee.
New canopies or architectural projections shall be incorporated to the satisfaction of the
Planning Commission and/or Site Plan Review Committee.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 19, 2013)

21.45.120 - Commercial storage.

Open storage or storage of recreational vehicles is permitted outdoors provided the following standards
are complied with:
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Building Required. A building containing not less than three hundred (300) square feet of floor
area shall be provided on the same parcel or an adjacent parcel associated with the same
business. The building shall contain, at a minimum, employee restroom facilities and private
office space for the business.
Location. Storage shall not be located within required yard areas or on required parking areas.
Site Plan Review Required. Before any construction or improvement begins, or new business
license is issued to a new business licensee, or any licensed location expanded, complete site
plans shall be submitted to and approved by the Planning and Building Department through the
site plan review process. The site plan shall show the location and design of all buildings,
structures, signs, lights, fences and landscaping.
Screening. All open storage shall be screened by a solid wall of minimum height eight feet (8′).
Material being stored shall not be visible above the wall.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.45.130 - Drive-thru facilities.

Queuing Space Length.
Restaurants. A minimum queuing distance of one hundred fifty feet (150′) shall be provided
from the forwardmost drive-up window to the entrance to the queuing space. The queuing space
shall be located completely clear of any adjacent public right-of-way and all circulation aisles
provided on a site as illustrated in Figure 45-1.
Drug Stores, ATM's, and Banks. A minimum queuing distance of one hundred feet (100′) shall
be provided from the forwardmost drive-up window to the entrance to the queuing space. The
queuing space shall be located completely clear of any adjacent public right-of-way and all
circulation aisles provided on a site as illustrated in Figure 45-1.



B.

C.

Menu Board Location. Each menu board shall be located to provide adequate distance from the
menu board to the entrance to the queuing space.
Menu Board Size. The size of a menu board shall be regulated by the provisions of Chapter 21.44
(On-Premises Signs).

(Ord. C-7607 §§ 4, 8, 1999; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.45.132 - Emergency shelters.

Emergency shelters shall be developed according to the following limitations:

Maximum number of beds. One hundred fifty (150) beds per facility. Additional beds may be
permitted through the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) process (Minor CUP required).
Proximity to other shelters. No limit.
Length of stay. Maximum of ninety (90) days.
Off-street parking standards. Given the nature of the use, off-street parking shall be provided
only for office space in the shelter, at the same rate as that required for general professional
office use, as specified in Chapter 21.41. Additionally, one (1) loading space compliant with the
standards of Chapter 21.41 shall be provided for each twenty-five (25) beds or portion thereof.
Size and location of exterior and interior waiting and drop-off:

An adequately-sized waiting and drop-off area, for the sheltered persons and their personal
effects, shall be provided at each emergency shelter facility. This area may be either on the
exterior or the interior of the building. If exterior, this area shall not abut or adjoin a public
sidewalk or right-of-way unless separated by a fence at least four (4) feet tall.
Said waiting/drop-off area shall comply with all requirements of the applicable Building
Codes relating to such a use or occupancy.
Exterior waiting shall be permitted for no more than one (1) hour prior to the opening and
one (1) hour after the closing of the facility each day.

Security and lighting.
For an emergency shelter with ten (10) or more beds, an adequate number of on-site security
guards shall be present during the waiting/drop-off periods before opening and after closing.
For an emergency shelter with twenty-five (25) or more beds, an adequate number of on-site
security guards shall be provided at all times when the shelter is operating.
Exterior lighting shall be provided at each facility as directed by the Chief of Police.
Other security measures, such as security cameras and recorders, security gates, or other
necessary requirements, shall be provided as directed by the Chief of Police.

Provision of on-site management. All emergency shelter facilities shall have on-site management
present at all times when the shelter is operating, and during the periods when sheltered persons
are waiting before opening and after closing of the facility.

(ORD-13-0004 , § 2, 2013)

21.45.135 - Outdoor sale of 俔햔owers and newspapers.

The sale of flowers and newspapers shall be allowed as open uses according to the following limitations:

The uses allowed are limited to the sale of flowers, potted plants, newspapers, magazines and
greeting cards. No other mobile vendor uses are permitted by this provision;
The uses shall obtain a special outdoor sales permit at the zoning counter in the Planning and
Building Department prior to issuance of a business license. This permit shall not be issued until
compliance with the following provisions has been shown and a fee equal to a sign permit fee has
been paid:

A twenty (20) minute curbside parking area shall adjoin the site of the flower cart or
newsstand;
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A cart or stand shall be located on private property, completely outside of the public right-of-
way. An area not less than two-feet-wide (2′) on private property shall be provided on all
sides from which merchandise can be viewed in order to allow vendors and customers to
stand outside the public right-of-way while transacting business;
All applications shall be accompanied by proof of authorization by the owner of the property;
and
Either flowers or newspapers may be sold from either carts or stands. A photograph of the
cart or building plans for stands shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator for review
and approval. Approval of the request shall depend upon the cart or stand being clean, neat,
of substantial construction and being aesthetically compatible to the location proposed.

(Ord. C-7326 § 25, 1995; Ord. C-7047 § 32, 1992)

21.45.140 - Outdoor display for sale or rent (vehicles, equipment, garden supply, or building
materials).

Building Required. A building containing not less than three hundred (300) square feet of floor area
shall be provided on the same parcel or an adjacent parcel associated with the same business. The
building shall contain, at a minimum, employee restroom facilities and private office space for the
business.
Location. The vehicles and other display materials shall be set back five feet (5′) from a street and
shall not be located in required parking areas.
Surfacing. The entire area used for display purposes shall be surfaced with not less than two inches
(2″) of blacktop or equally serviceable hard pavement surface. The surfaced area shall be maintained
in good condition.
Landscaping. All street frontage setback areas shall be landscaped in accordance with the provisions
of Chapter 21.42 (Landscaping Standards).
Screening. Display of vehicles and garden equipment located along street frontages shall be
screened by compact evergreen hedge or alternate landscaping in a manner which screens the
undersides of vehicles from public view. Display of other equipment and materials shall be screened
by a solid fence of at least six feet (6′) in height.
Wheel Stops. Wheel stops or some other type of protective device shall be provided as necessary to
prevent vehicles from damaging fences, walls, buildings or landscaped areas, or from extending
across any public or private property lines.
Lighting. All outdoor lights shall be served by underground wiring and shall be shielded from
adjacent properties.
Maintenance. Outdoor display areas shall be maintained in a neat and manner nondetrimental to
persons working or residing in the vicinity.

(Ord. C-7326 § 26, 1995: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.45.150 - Outdoor service and repair of vehicles and equipment.

Building Required. A building containing not less than three hundred (300) square feet of floor area
shall be provided on the same parcel or an adjacent parcel associated with the same business. The
building shall contain, at a minimum, employee restroom facilities and private office space for the
business.
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Open Uses Allowed. Unless otherwise restricted below, vehicle and equipment repair or
maintenance may occur in open areas provided that appropriate screening is installed in accordance
with the screening requirements of this Section.
Open Uses Prohibited. Painting, except color match testing and sandblasting shall not occur in the
open.
Parts and Sales Restriction. Vehicles or equipment parked or stored on the site shall not be used as
a source of parts and shall not be sold unless the business is also licensed for vehicle or equipment
sales.
Hours of Operation. Outdoor vehicle or equipment repair and maintenance shall occur only between
the hours of seven (7:00) a.m. and ten (10:00) p.m.
Noise. Outdoor vehicle or equipment repair and maintenance activities shall not violate the City noise
ordinance, Chapter 8.80 of the Municipal Code.
Screening of Work Areas.

Abutting or Adjoining Residential Uses. All property lines which abut or adjoin a district
allowing residential uses shall be provided with a solid fence or wall not less than six feet (6′) in
height. Fences or walls on property lines abutting or adjoining front yard areas may not exceed
three feet (3′) in height.
Across Alley From Residential Use. All property lines which abut or adjoin an alley across which
residential uses are allowed shall be provided with a solid fence or wall not less than six feet (6′)
in height. However, for security reasons, the fence or wall may contain gates or other open areas,
provided the open area does not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the entire fence or wall length.
The Director of Planning and Building may accept open decorative fences such as wrought iron in
lieu of the solid fence or wall, provided wrecked and disassembled vehicles or work service areas
are not visible through the fence.

Screening of Wrecked or Dismantled Vehicles. Any wrecked or dismantled vehicles or equipment
parked overnight or stored on a site in the open shall be screened from the street by a solid fence or
wall not less than six feet (6′) in height. However, for security reasons, fences which abut alleys or
residential streets, or fences which face a major highway, a minor highway or principal street, may
contain open fence areas, as long as the open area does not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the
entire fence or wall length.
Vehicles Outside Screening. All vehicles or equipment parked or stored outside an area fully
screened pursuant to Subsections 21.45.150.G and 21.45.150.H shall be parked or stored in a neat
and orderly manner. Vehicles shall be parked parallel to each other and to property lines and/or
buildings. Vehicles shall not be wrecked or dismantled; shall have hoods, trunks and doors closed;
shall not be dirty or dusty; and shall not be parked or stored on public property or public rights-of-
way.
Surfacing. All areas used for open vehicle and equipment repair, parking or storage shall be
improved with a fully paved surface and raised concrete curbing not less than six inches (6″) in height.
Curb Cuts. All unused curb cuts shall be closed and replaced with a full height curb and sidewalk.
Curb cuts shall not exceed twenty-four feet (24′) in width.
Site Maintenance. All areas visible from public rights-of-way shall be kept clean and orderly in
compliance with the provisions of the property maintenance ordinance, Chapter 8.76 of the Municipal
Code. All broken, cracked, depressed or damaged curbs and sidewalks shall be repaired. No vehicle or
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equipment repair use shall allow dirt, grime, oil or any chemicals to drain across the public sidewalk
or alley in a manner which stains or discolors the sidewalk or alley.

(Ord. C-7776 § 6, 2001; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.45.155 - Interim passive parks.

The following special development standards shall apply to interim passive parks as defined in Chapter
21.15 (Definitions) of this Title:

Improvements.
Improvements shall be limited to landscaping, walking paths and irrigation systems.
Park furniture is limited to benches.
Accessory buildings and or structures such as play equipment, tables, fire pits, barbecues,
concession stands and public restrooms are not permitted.

Setbacks.
Front. The front setback shall be the same as for a principal structure in the applicable
zoning district.
Side. A four foot (4′) side setback is required when abutting a residential district otherwise
none is required.
Rear. A ten foot (10′) rear setback is required when abutting a residential district otherwise
none is required.

Hours of Operation. Interim passive park hours of operation shall be seven-thirty (7:30) a.m. to
dusk.
Trash Receptacles. Adequate trash receptacles shall be provided and maintained for the life of
the use.

(Ord. C-7378 § 27, 1995)

21.45.157 - Radio and television antennas.

Location. Radio and television receiving and transmitting antennas shall be permitted any place on a
lot except within the front yard setback area.
Height. Antennas are permitted up to a height of sixty feet (60′) or twenty feet (20′) above a building
upon which they are erected, whichever is greater, provided that:

A building permit is obtained to erect the antenna and/or supporting tower;
Any transmitting equipment is used in such a way as to minimize interference with commercial or
public radio and television broadcasts.

Nothing in this Title shall authorize the construction, installation or placement of any structure
permitted in this Section within the clearances from any electric public utility installation, conductor,
line, wire, pole, tower or any other equipment and facilities established by the Public Utilities
Commission. Documentation of compliance with these regulations shall be provided with application
for a building permit.

(Ord. C-7663 § 37, 1999)

21.45.160 - Retail/o﵁㓭ce commercial uses and parking structures in the R-4-H Zone.

Commercial Uses. In the R-4-H Zone, at grade commercial uses shall be located at property lines
fronting on streets. A parking structure may encroach into the required yard area provided the
structure is shielded by a street level commercial use along the street frontage. The commercial uses
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permitted pursuant to this Subsection 21.45.160.A. shall be those and only those permitted in the CL
Zone.
Parking Structures. Parking structures may project into a required yard area fronting a street
provided that the entire street frontage at ground level contains commercial use, corner cutoffs,
driveways, building entrances or landscape amenity areas approved by the Director of Planning and
Building.

(Ord. C-6595 § 13, 1989; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.45.165 - Swimming pools and spas.

A swimming pool or spa may be placed anywhere on a lot except within the front yard setback.
A swimming pool or spa at a single-family home shall be isolated from the home pursuant to Article
2.5 (commencing with Section 115920) of Chapter 5 of Part 10 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety
Code of the State of California.

(Ord. C-7663 § 38, 1999)

21.45.167 - Trash receptacles.

All required trash receptacles shall be developed according to the following standards:

Minimum Size. Each trash receptacle area shall have adequate area to contain a size appropriate
to the demands of the use and to accommodate separation of materials for recycling.
Screening. All trash receptacles shall be enclosed on at least three (3) sides by a solid masonry
wall of minimum height five feet, six inches (5'6"). The receptacle shall not be visible above the
wall. A visually solid gate shall be provided.
Location. All trash areas shall be located and arranged so as to be readily accessible to those
using the trash receptacle as well as to trash pickup vehicles.
Landscaping. All trash areas if visible from a street shall be further screened with a two foot (2')
wide landscape strip. The strip shall be planted with shrubs of minimum five (5) gallon size which
grow to a height of four feet (4'), with vines planted to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning
and Building.

(Ord. C-7663 § 39, 1999)

21.45.168 - Truck terminal and truck yard facilities.

The following special development standards shall apply to trucking terminal and yards, in all Industrial
Zones:

Special conditions for industrial uses, Section 21.52.410 and Standards for outdoor service and
repair of vehicles, Section 21.45.150 shall also apply.
Storage. Transport containers used for storing goods, materials, or equipment to be transported
by truck, train, or marine vessel may be stored anywhere on a lot, with the exception of any
required corner cutoff area. No more than two (2) containers shall be stacked atop one another.
Clean Truck Program. All drayage trucks, as defined in the Clean Truck Program, utilized for
trucking business operations shall comply with the Clean Truck Program.
Maintenance. All yard areas shall be developed and maintained in a neat, quiet, and orderly
condition and operated in a manner so as not to be detrimental to adjacent properties and
occupants. This shall encompass the maintenance of exterior facades of the building, designated
parking areas serving the use, fences and the perimeter of the site (including all public parkways).
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Facilities/Restrooms. All trucking terminals and yards shall contain office(s) and restroom
facilities that are large enough to accommodate employees and guests. Truck terminals and
yards are prohibited on vacant lots.
Landscaping.

A ten foot (10') wide landscaping buffer shall be provided on regional corridors and major
arterial streets within the front yard and street side yard setback using drought tolerant
plants common to the region.
A five foot (5') wide landscaping buffer shall be provided on minor arterial and collector
streets, within the front yard and street side yard setbacks.
A ten foot (10') landscaping buffer shall be provided adjacent to all residentially zoned
properties using drought tolerant plants common to the region.
All landscaping shall be permanently irrigated with a twenty-four (24) hour/seven (7) day
electronic or solar powered time clock.

Lighting. Lighting shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 21.41 in a relatively even pattern
and in compliance with California Title 24 Energy requirements.
Fencing.

A maximum twelve foot (12') in height decorative fence is required at all driveways, parking
and loading areas that are visible from the public right-of-way.
An eight foot (8') in height decorative block wall shall be placed on all property lines adjacent
to residentially zoned properties.
Chainlink, barbed wire and razor wire fencing are prohibited, except when located atop an
eight foot (8') or taller decorative fence on interior property lines, including a public alley.

Truck Queuing, Circulation, Paving and Grading.
Adequate turning radius shall be provided to allow an adequate egress and ingress to the
site.
Trucking uses that accept deliveries or transfers from out of State trucks shall provide a
minimum of thirty foot (30') wide curb approach.
The site shall be designed to safely accommodate on-site maneuvers of any truck used for
the business, and shall permit such trucks to enter and exit the site in a forward direction,
thereby avoiding backing from or into a public street, except that trucks may back into a site,
but not back into the street on lots less than twelve thousand five hundred (12,500) square
feet in size.
No loading or unloading of any materials or trailers shall be allowed on the public right-of-
way, including an alley.
Areas utilized for the parking of trucks shall be surfaced with a minimum six inch (6") thick
reinforced concrete over compacted grade to ninety percent (90%) relative compaction; or a
minimum five inch (5") thick asphalt paving over six inch (6") compacted road base, over
compacted grade to ninety percent (90%) relative compaction, to the satisfaction of the
Director of Development Services.
The site shall be graded to drain in accordance with City's NPDES requirements and adequate
catch basins shall be provided to screen runoff from the site.
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Major auto repair associated with a trucking use and subletting to trucking repair businesses
shall be prohibited. Minor auto repair associated with a trucking use is allowed as an
accessory use.
Dumping of tires, oil, transmission fluids, filters, or any other hazardous materials is strictly
prohibited.

(ORD-10-0033, § 2, 2010)

21.45.170 - Vending carts.

Vending carts shall be allowed as open uses according to the following special development standards:

An administrative use permit shall be required by the City prior to issuance of a business license;
Vending carts are limited to developed nonresidential sites;
No more than two (2) signs, printed or affixed to each cart, which do not exceed two (2) square
feet each, shall be permitted;
No sales shall be made to motorists or shall any sales interfere with vehicular traffic;
No vending cart operator shall place or allow to be placed any permanent or temporary fixtures
at the location of the vending activity, including, but not limited to, chairs, tables, advertising
material or signs not affixed to the carts or storage facilities;
The vending cart shall be prohibited from operating in any landscaped area;
The vending cart shall not be located in any manner that blocks or impedes on-site vehicular or
pedestrian circulation;
The vending cart shall not be located in or impede access to any required parking stall or space;
The vending cart may operate during the hours of the retail or office complex, unless the
conditions of approval contain more restrictive hours of operation in which case the more
restrictive hours shall apply;
All vending carts shall be equipped with trash receptacles of an adequate size and quantity to
accommodate all trash and refuse generated by such outdoor vending operation;
The vending cart operator shall possess a valid Health Department permit if food is prepared or
sold; and
Vending carts are not permitted to conduct business on any public right-of-way, unless an
encroachment permit is issued by the Public Works Department.

(Ord. C-7247 § 32, 1994)

21.45.300 - Amortization of nonconforming open storage and uses.

Illegal Uses and Legal Nonconforming Uses. All open commercial uses not specifically permitted by
this Chapter shall be prohibited on the effective date of the ordinance codified in this Section as an
amendment to the Zoning Regulations, and all legal nonconforming open uses shall be terminated by
September 1, 1983.
Permitted Uses. All open commercial uses specifically permitted by this Chapter which do not meet
the required provisions shall be brought into compliance on the effective date of the ordinance
codified in this Section as an amendment to the Zoning Regulations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.45.400 - Green building standards for public and private development.
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A green building, also known as a sustainable building, is a structure that is designed, built, renovated,
operated or reused in an ecological and resource-efficient manner. Green buildings are designed to
meet certain objectives such as protecting occupant health; improving employee productivity; using
energy, water and other resources more efficiently; and reducing the overall impact to the
environment. The City of Long Beach recognizes the benefit of green buildings and establishes a
green building program.
The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System;trade;
created by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is hereby established as the rating system the City
shall use in administering the green building program. Alternative green building systems may be
substituted, at the discretion of the Director of Development Services, if the system can be
demonstrated to achieve a comparable standard of achievement as LEED.
No building permit shall be issued for the types of projects specified in this Section unless the project
meets the level of LEED performance specified in this Section. The Director of Development Services
shall have the authority to issue a clearance for all projects subject to the provisions of this Section for
LEED compliance. Issuance of clearance shall be based on procedures established by the Director of
Development Services.

The following types of projects shall meet the intent of LEED at the certified level:
A new residential or mixed use building of fifty (50) dwelling units and fifty thousand (50,000)
gross square feet or more.
A new mixed use, or nonresidential building of fifty thousand (50,000) square feet or more of
gross floor area;
The alteration of an existing residential or mixed use building that results in the addition of
fifty (50) dwelling units and fifty thousand (50,000) gross square feet or more;
The alteration of an existing mixed use, or nonresidential building that results in the
expansion of fifty thousand (50,000) gross square feet or more; and
A new construction or substantial rehabilitation project for which the City provides any
portion of funding.

The following type(s) of projects shall obtain LEED silver certification:
A new building on City land consisting of seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet or
more of gross floor area.
The alteration of an existing building on City land that results in the addition of seven
thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet or more of new gross floor area;

A project may be registered with the USGBC to obtain the required LEED certification, or a project may
be certified by a third party as meeting the intent of LEED at the level required by this Section.
Projects consisting of multiple buildings on one (1) or several lots shall be evaluated based on total
gross floor area or number of dwelling units for the entire building footprint to determine applicability
of this Section.
The Director of Development Services shall have the authority to determine if the provisions of this
Section apply to a given project in cases of uncertainty.
Each project shall apply for compliance in whichever LEED rating system the Director of Development
Services deems most suitable to the project type. The project shall use the version of the rating
system in effect at the time the project is submitted for a building permit unless the project developer
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has elected to register with the USGBC in which case the project may use the rating system version
which was in effect at the time the project registered.
If a commitment to LEED gold or higher certification is made, the project may be eligible for flexibility
in regard to certain development standards including, but not limited to, usable open space and off-
street parking requirements, as determined by the Director of Development Services.
The following development standards shall apply to all projects requiring site plan review:

Canopy trees shall provide shade coverage, after five (5) years of growth, of forty percent (40%) of
the total area dedicated to parking stalls and associated vehicular circulation, or paving materials
with a solar reflectance index of at least twenty-nine (29) shall be used on a minimum of fifty
percent (50%) of paving surfaces dedicated to parking stalls and associated vehicular circulation;
Bicycle parking shall be provided at a minimum of one (1) space for every five (5) residential units,
one (1) space for each five thousand (5,000) square feet of commercial building area, one (1)
space for each seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet of retail building area and one (1)
space for each ten thousand (10,000) square feet of industrial building area. Fractions shall be
rounded up to whole numbers;
Roofs shall be designed to be solar-ready by allowing for an additional eight (8) pounds per
square foot of dead load and providing a conduit from the electrical panel to the roof; and
A designated area for the collection of recyclables shall be provided adjacent to the area for the
collection of waste.

(ORD-09-0013, § 5, 2009)

21.45.500 - Special Development Standards.

Adaptive Reuse Projects. The following special development standards shall apply to adaptive reuse
projects:

Land Use. The intent of the adaptive reuse is to allow conversion of existing structures into new
land uses that maintain or enhance the character of a neighborhood or district, extend the life of
the building, reduce use of new construction materials and reduce construction waste generated,
and provide additional employment or housing opportunities in appropriate and compatible
locations.

An adaptive reuse project may change an existing building to any Neighborhood Commercial
and Residential (CNR) District permitted use with the following exceptions:

Adaptive reuse projects are not allowed in single-family or duplex residential zoning.
Non-residential uses introduced into any multiple-family residential zones through
adaptive reuse shall be compatible with the surrounding neighborhood as determined
by the Site Plan Review Committee.
No new residential uses shall be introduced through adaptive reuse into any industrial
zone.

Any discretionary review, including an Administrative Use Permit or Conditional Use Permit
required within the CNR zone for a particular use, is required for an adaptive reuse project.
Any request for a land use not explicitly allowed within the CNR zone as part of an adaptive
reuse project shall require an Administrative Use Permit.
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Setbacks. Existing principal structures with non-conforming setbacks may remain. Any additions
or facade changes involving greater than twenty-five (25) continuous linear feet of exterior wall
facing a public right-of-way shall comply with zoning setbacks, unless waived by the Site Plan
Review Committee.
Height. Heights of existing buildings shall be exempt from established height limits. The addition
of parapets or roof structures, equipment or other enclosures or non-habitable space is allowed.
Any new or additional habitable space or floors shall comply with height limits of the underlying
zoning district, unless waived by the Site Plan Review Committee.
Residential Unit Size. A minimum dwelling unit size of four hundred fifty (450) square feet and
project average of no less than seven hundred (700) square feet shall be provided, unless waived
by the Site Plan Review Committee.
Existing Parking. The overall number of existing parking spaces on-site shall be maintained. An
exception for a reduction in existing parking for purposes of providing required ADA parking and
access may be allowed by the Site Plan Review Committee.
Required Parking in Designated Parking Impacted Areas. Parking for adaptive reuse projects
in designated parking impacted areas shall be provided as follows:

Residential parking shall be a minimum of one (1) space per dwelling unit plus one (1) guest
space for every four (4) dwelling units.
Parking for all non-residential uses shall be a minimum of two (2) spaces per every one
thousand (1,000) square feet of usable internal space.
In mixed use adaptive reuse projects, the first three thousand (3,000) square feet of non-
residential space shall be exempt from parking requirements.
Seventy-five percent (75%) of the minimum required parking shall be provided for assembly,
office or retail conversions in mixed use or stand-alone buildings.
Tandem parking is allowed up to seventy-five percent (75%) of provided spaces.
Shared parking arrangements shall conform to LBMC Section 21.41.222 - Off-site parking or
Section 21.41.223.A - Parking-Joint Use of Parking Facility.
Any reduction in provided parking beyond the minimums above shall be approved by the Site
Plan Review Committee.

Required Parking in General. Parking for adaptive reuse projects outside of designated parking
impacted areas shall be provided as follows:

No additional on-site parking shall be required for conversion to residential uses.
Parking for all non-residential uses shall be a minimum of one (1) space per every one
thousand (1,000) square feet of usable internal space.
In mixed use adaptive reuse projects, the first six thousand (6,000) square feet of non-
residential space shall be exempt from parking requirements.
Fifty percent (50%) of the minimum required parking shall be provided for assembly, office or
retail conversions in mixed use or stand-alone buildings.
Tandem parking is allowed up to fifty percent (50%) of provided spaces.
Shared parking arrangements shall conform to LBMC Section 21.41.222 - Off-site parking or
Section 21.41.223.A - Parking-Joint Use of Parking Facility.
Any reduction in provided parking beyond the minimums above shall be approved by the Site
Plan Review Committee.
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H. Other provisions. Floor Area Ratio (FAR), Landscaping, Lot Coverage, Open Space, and any
other applicable development standards of the underlying zone would have to be complied
with, unless waived by the Site Plan Review Committee.

(ORD-14-0004 , § 3, 2014)
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CHAPTER 21.47 - DEDICATION, RESERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY

21.47.010 - Purpose.

It is the intent of this Chapter to provide for the orderly acquisition and improvement of public rights-of-
way for the benefit of the public health, safety and welfare. The provision and improvement of public
rights-of-way are necessary requirements of private property owners to ensure that private property
development does not adversely impact other public and private facilities and services.

(Ord. C-6563 § 1 (part), 1989: Ord. C-6549 § 1 (part), 1988: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.47.020 - Dedication and reservation.

Dedication—New Development Requiring Site Plan Review. Any residential, commercial, industrial
or institutional development which requires site plan review under Section 21.25.502 and which is
located on a lot abutting public rights-of-way shall be required to dedicate a portion of that lot for
widening of the public rights-of-way to the standards specified in Table 47-1 if positive findings can be
made pursuant to Section 21.25.506. The potential right-of-way area shall be dedicated prior to the
issuance of a building permit for such proposed new construction.
Reservation—Other Development. Any development which does not require site plan review,
where the site abuts a major, secondary or minor highway designated by the Transportation Element
of the General Plan, shall be required to reserve a portion of the lot for widening of the highway right-
of-way to the standards specified in Table 47-1. No reservation shall be required for alley widening or
for widening of abutting streets which are not designated as highways. The City will pay fair market
value to purchase the reserved area when the highway is widened.
Width. Table 47-1 establishes the standard right-of-way widths for the various classifications for
public rights-of-way. The right-of-way dedication or reservation on an individual lot shall be one-half
(½) of the required standard width, measured from the centerline of the street.

Greater Widths. Greater widths may be required as conditions of subdivision maps, site plan
review, conditional use permits or standards variances.

Table 47-1

Standard Right-of-Way Widths

Roadway Classification Width
(Feet)

Major highway with medians 106

Major highway without medians 100

Secondary highway 80

Minor highway 60
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Residential street 56

Private street* (two-way, both sides developed) 46

Private street* (two-way, one side developed) 33—
37

Private street* (one-way, both sides developed) 36

Private street* (one-way, one side developed) 23—
27

Alley, two-way 20

Alley, one-way 12

Bicycle path, two-way bicycle path adjoining State highway 17

Bicycle path, one-way 8

Bicycle path, two-way, sidewalk without street trees 17

Sidewalk at curb 6

Sidewalk inside street trees 5

* Private streets shall comply with the following cross section dimensions:

 

Type of

Street

10′ Travel

Lanes

8′ Parking

Lanes

4′ Tree

Well Area

5′ Sidewalk

Two-way, both
sides developed

2 2 2 2

Two-way, one
side developed

2 1 1 1

One-way, both
sides developed

1 2 2 2

One-way, one
side developed

1 1 1 1
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For one-sided developments, street trees are to be placed on the opposite side of the
street, in knuckles projecting into the parking lane. The trees are to be located thirty-two
feet (32′) on center. In addition, trees are also required in the front yards on the
development site.

 

Reduced Widths. The required standard width may be reduced at specific locations on specific
streets due to unusual conditions, as authorized by the Director of Public Works or his designee.

Effect on Required Yard Areas. All required yard areas shall be measured after the dedication or
reservation.
Reservation—Permitted Structures. Only the following structures shall be permitted in, over or
under reserved areas:

A fence or garden wall as provided in Chapter 21.43
A planter, porch, patio or deck not more than three feet (3′) in height;
A roof eave, balcony, oriel window or similar projection, provided that projection has a vertical
clearance of at least eight feet (8′) between the ground and the lowest point of the structure and
such projection does not project more than four feet (4′) beyond the reservation line; and
On-premises and off-premises signs as provided in Chapters 21.44 and 21.54

Reservation—Nonconformities. Whenever a structure was erected prior to the establishment of a
reserved area and projects into that area, it shall be nonconforming to the provisions of this Title, and
the provisions of Chapter 21.27 relative to nonconformities shall apply.

(Ord. C-7326 § 27, 1995; Ord. C-6684 § 38, 1990; Ord. C-6563 § 1 (part), 1989: Ord. C-6549 § 1 (part), 1988: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part),
1988)

21.47.030 - Improvements.

Applicability. Prior to the issuance of occupancy permits for any new development, a property owner
shall make all required improvements and repairs to abutting public rights-of-way. The improvements
and repairs shall extend along the width and/or depth of the property and for a reasonable distance
beyond the property as is necessary to complete the improvement or repair. Existing improvements
that are damaged and that may have been damaged during construction of the building shall also be
repaired.
Required Improvements—All Projects. All projects shall be required to provide the following right-
of-way improvements as are deemed necessary and applicable by the Director of Public Works:

Sidewalk and Parkway. Construction or repair of a sidewalk and parkway adjoining the site. The
sidewalk shall have a minimum clear width of five feet (5′) with a parkway, or six feet (6′) if the
sidewalk adjoins the curb;
Curb and Gutter. Construction or repair of curbs and gutters adjoining the site. All unused curb
cuts shall be replaced with a full-height curb and gutter;
Street Trees. As required by Subsection 21.42.060.B.1; and
Bicycle Trail. Construction of bicycle trail as required by the "Bike Route System" adopted by the
City Council.
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Required Improvements—New Development Requiring Site Plan Review. In addition to the
improvements required above, any new residential, commercial, industrial or institutional
development which requires site plan review shall provide the following improvements as are
deemed necessary and applicable by the Director of Public Works, through the submission of positive
findings pursuant to Section 21.25.506

Alley Paving. Construction, replacement, repair or extension of alley paving up to standard
width. The alley shall be paved the length of the site. If vehicle access is taken from the alley, the
Director of Public Works may also require that the alley be paved to a point where the alley
intersects a paved public right-of-way, and curb returns shall be relocated as necessary.
Alley Lighting. Construct or install on-site alley lighting.
Utilities Relocation. Relocate utilities as necessary to provide for the improvements outlined
above.

Required Improvements—Major Projects. In addition to the improvements required in Subsections
B and C of Section 21.47.030, major projects shall provide the additional improvements required by
this Section as are deemed necessary and applicable by the Director of Public Works. A "major
project" is defined to be a new residential development with twenty-one (21) or more units, and a
commercial, industrial or institutional development which requires site plan review.

Roadway Paving. Construction, replacement, repair or extension of roadway paving to standard
street width as required in Table 47-1.
Traffic Signals and Street Signs. Provide a prorated share of the cost of all roadway signal and
street sign modifications attributable or partly attributable to the development.
Street Lights. Install or relocate street lights. This may include widening the right-of-way as
necessary.
Utilities Relocation. Relocate utilities as necessary to provide for the improvements outlined in
paragraphs 1 through 3 above.

Standards. All improvements within public rights-of-way shall be installed in conformance with the
specifications on file with the office of the City Engineer.

(Ord. C-7326 § 28, 1995; Ord. C-7032 § 37, 1992; Ord. C-6563 § 1 (part), 1989: Ord. C-6549 § 1 (part), 1988: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part),
1988)

Table 47-2

Summary of Dedication, Reservation and Improvement Requirements for All Development Projects

Right-of-Way Improvements

Projects Reservation
(applies only

to
designated
highways)

Dedication
(streets,

highways
and alleys)

Sidewalk,
Parkways,
Curb and

Gutter,
Street Trees,
and Bicycle

Trail

Alley Paving,
Alley

Lighting,
Utilities

Relocation

Roadway
Paving,
Traffic

Signals, and
Street Signs,
Street Lights,
and Utilities
Relocation
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Residential
projects with
21 units or
more and all
nonresidential
projects
requiring Site
Plan Review

X X X X

Residential
projects
requiring Site
Plan Review
with less than
21 units

X X X

Projects not
requiring Site
Plan Review
but located on
major, minor
or secondary
highway

X X

All other
projects

X

 

21.47.040 - Relief from requirements.

Relief from the requirements prescribed by this Chapter may be granted through the "Standards
Variance" procedure (Division III of Chapter 21.25 of this Title), provided that the Director of Public Works
files a request and recommendation with the Zoning Administrator prior to the hearing, and provided that
the only finding required to grant relief is that the dedication and/or improvement is not necessary for a
public purpose generated at least in part by the development or that the cost of the dedication and/or
improvement is proportionally excessive when compared to the scale of the project or demand generated
from the project.

(Ord. C-6563 § 1 (part), 1989: Ord. C-6549 § 1 (part), 1988: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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CHAPTER 21.50 - INTERIM PROHIBITION OF USES

21.50.010 - Purpose, intent and de�nitions.

The purpose of this Chapter 21.50 is: (1) to define the nature of interim ordinances enacted to avoid
development that would negate the impact of planning or zoning studies, or rezoning or regulation
amendments relating to such studies, being considered or undertaken at the time of initiation of the
interim ordinance; (2) to set forth the procedures under which such interim ordinances may be
initiated and enacted; (3) to provide for notification of such enactment; and (4) to provide for
termination of such interim ordinances in a timely manner. This Chapter sets forth the exclusive
manner and means for enacting interim land use limitations in the City of Long Beach.
As used in this Chapter 21.50, "interim ordinance" means an ordinance enacted pursuant to this
Chapter as an emergency ordinance in the sense of Section 211 of the Charter of the City of Long
Beach for the purpose of prohibiting or restricting certain land uses or the application of certain
developmental standards and entitlements pending the completion of planning or zoning studies,
rezonings or amendments to the zoning regulations as set forth in this Chapter.
It is the intent of the City Council in enacting this Chapter that only prohibitory ordinances should be
enacted and that the authority granted herein should not be utilized for affirmative/expansive zoning
or planning provisions or for the purpose of giving immediate effect, outside regular procedures, to
normal rezoning or zoning regulation amendments.

(Ord. C-7247 § 35 (part), 1994)

21.50.020 - Conditions for initiation.

All interim ordinances pursuant to this Chapter may be enacted if and only if conditions are found by
the City Council to exist at the time of adoption as follows:

Existing zoning permits one (1) or more uses or development standards which are or may be in
conflict with a contemplated general plan, specific plan or zoning proposal that the City Council,
Planning Commission or Planning staff is considering or studying; or
The City Council, Planning Commission or Planning Department has formally initiated such a
study which it intends to complete within a reasonable time; or
A rezoning or Zoning Regulation amendment has been formally initiated which, if enacted, will be
in conflict with existing zoning or regulations; and
The City Council has specifically identified the precise nature of the proposed study, rezoning or
Zoning Regulation amendment and the geographic area or areas which will be or may be affected
by the study, rezoning or amendment.
Where any interim ordinance enacted or amended would take effect in the Coastal Zone, the City
Council has made findings as required by Section 21.50.050

Method of Initiation. The City Council may initiate all interim ordinances presented to this Chapter
by:

Adopting a minute order pursuant to agenda request to: (a) initiate a rezoning, Zoning Regulation
or General Plan amendment, specifying the precise nature, location and impact of the rezoning or
amendment; and (b) requesting the City Attorney, in cooperation with the Department of
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Planning and Building, to prepare an interim zoning ordinance pursuant to this Chapter 21.50 for
notice and placement on the City Council agenda for hearing at its third meeting next following
such adoption;
At the third City Council meeting following said action, the City Council shall, after hearing,
consider adoption of the ordinance so prepared, which ordinance shall include an estimate of the
time needed to complete the processing of the rezoning or amendment and any necessary
studies undertaken relating to those actions. The City Clerk shall immediately notify the Director
of Planning and Building of the action taken at such meeting;
During the period between initiation of an action pursuant to this Section and the adoption or
rejection of an ordinance pursuant to Subsection 21.50.020.B.2, no application shall be accepted
for, nor shall any permit or other entitlement for use of any kind be issued for, any project or
proposed use inconsistent or in conflict with the initiated action. Any application accepted
contrary to the provisions of this Section shall be returned, with refunded filing fee, to the
applicant upon discovery of the mistaken acceptance.

(Ord. C-7319 § 2, 1995; Ord. C-7247 § 35 (part), 1994)

21.50.030 - Noti�cation of action.

Immediately following adoption of a minute order as set forth in Subsection 21.50.020.B.1, the City
Clerk shall immediately so notify the Director of Planning and Building who shall mail notice of such
action to every applicant for a building permit then on file with and pending before the Department of
Planning and Building that is or might be affected by such action or the ordinance to be considered
pursuant to it.
The notice shall set forth in full the motion and minute order so adopted and shall indicate, in bold-
faced type, that the action and any interim zoning ordinance subsequently adopted may affect
pending applications.
The failure of any person to receive notification pursuant to this Section 21.50.030 shall not be
construed to void or nullify the effect of any action taken pursuant to this Chapter.

(Ord. C-7247 § 35 (part), 1994)

21.50.040 - Adoption of interim ordinance.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Title 21, including, but not limited to, Section 21.10.060,
and subject to the requirements of Sections 21.50.020 and 21.50.030, and following notice pursuant
to Section 65090 of the California Government Code and public hearing, but without following the
procedures otherwise required preliminary to the adoption of a zoning ordinance, the legislative
body, to protect the public safety, health and welfare, may adopt as an emergency ordinance in the
sense of Section 211 of the Long Beach City Charter an interim ordinance prohibiting any uses or
development standards which may be in conflict with a contemplated general plan, specific plan,
rezoning or Zoning Regulation amendment or proposal which the legislative body, Planning
Commission, or the Planning Department is considering or studying or intends to study within a
reasonable time.
The interim ordinance shall be of no further force and effect one (1) year from its date of adoption.
After notice pursuant to Section 65090 and public hearing, the legislative body may, by emergency
ordinance, extend the interim ordinance for one (1) year.

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


When any interim ordinance has been adopted pursuant to this Section, every subsequent ordinance
adopted pursuant to this Section, covering the whole or a part of the same property and imposing the
same or similar interim restrictions, shall automatically terminate and be of no further force or effect
upon the termination of the first such ordinance or any extension of the ordinance as provided in this
Section.

(Ord. C-7247 § 35 (part), 1994)

21.50.050 - E�ect of interim ordinance in the coastal zone.

Any interim ordinance enacted or amended pursuant to this Chapter 21.50 may only take effect in the
coastal zone without prior Coastal Commission review and approval where such an ordinance is not in
conflict with the California Coastal Act and the City Council so finds at the time of adoption of the
ordinance or amendment of the ordinance. In all other instances, including ordinances which propose to
selectively prohibit either certain types of uses or uses in portions of the coastal zone while authorizing
approval of other uses, or ordinances which propose to selectively prohibit the application of certain
development standards in any or all portions of the coastal zone, the City may not prohibit the uses or
development standards identified in the local coastal program within the coastal zone until the ordinance
is submitted to the Coastal Commission and approved pursuant to California Public Resources Code,
Section 30514.

(Ord. C-7319 § 1, 1995: Ord. C-7247 § 35 (part), 1994)
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CHAPTER 21.51 - ACCESSORY USES

21.51.010 - Purpose.

The uses listed in Chapters 21.31 through 21.36 as accessory uses (A) are permitted subject to the
development standards for the zone in which the use is located and subject to additional conditions and
specifications outlined in this Chapter. If no special conditions are prescribed in this Chapter or in
Chapters 21.31 through 21.36, then the use need conform only to the development standards for the
zone in which it is located.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION I. - USE RESTRICTIONS

21.51.110 - Use restrictions.

The following are not considered accessory uses:

Additional Dwelling Units. Any use which increases the number of dwelling units in any building
or on any lot beyond that permitted in the district, except for secondary housing units as
described in Section 21.51.275
Alcoholic Beverage Sales. The sale of alcoholic beverages, whether on or off-site, shall not be
considered an accessory use to any use, except department stores and florists, regardless of
traditional associations or limited proportion of sales. Alcoholic beverage sales shall always be
considered a principal use;
Gun Repairs and/or Sales. Gun repairs and sales are separate principal uses and shall not be
considered accessory uses to any use; or
Storage of Inoperative, Dismantled or Wrecked Vehicles in Residential Districts. The storage
of more than two (2) inoperative, dismantled or wrecked vehicles shall not be considered an
accessory residential land use and shall be prohibited in all residential districts.

(Ord. C-7776 § 12, 2001; Ord. C-7047 § 24, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - USE CONDITIONS

21.51.201 - Accessory use conditions.

The following conditions and specifications shall apply to the specified accessory uses in all zone districts.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.203 - Active senior citizen housing.

The following conditions shall apply to housing for active senior citizens:

Density shall be limited to that of the R-4-N zoning district at the applicable lot width.
The parking shall be provided as designated in Table 41-1A.
The use shall not abut or adjoin an automobile service or repair use.
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The use shall comply with all applicable development standards of the R-4-N zone except for
height and setbacks which shall comply with the standards of the district in which the use is
located.

(Ord. C-6895 § 31, 1991)

21.51.205 - Amusement machines and electronic video games.

Locations Prohibited. Amusement machines shall not be permitted at locations licensed for the off-
site consumption sale of general alcoholic beverages where such machines are located within sixty
feet (60′) of the display of such alcoholic beverages.
Restrictions. The following restrictions shall apply to the operation of amusement machines and
electronic video games. However, the restrictions shall not apply to jukeboxes, musical apparatuses,
baseball batting cages, tennis practice cages, amusement rides, ping pong tables or similar uses.

No more than four (4) amusement machines or video games shall be established at any one (1)
site where such machines are permitted as accessory uses.
Persons owning, controlling or managing any amusement machine or video game shall not
permit any person under the age of eighteen (18) to operate any such machine between six a.m.
and three p.m., Monday through Friday, from September 10 through June 20, except national
holidays. Such limitations shall be clearly posted by July 1, 1989, on a sign provided by the
Department of Planning and Building, in a location clearly visible to anyone attempting to play
any amusement machine or video game.
Amusement machines or video games of an adult nature, as defined in Chapter 21.15
(Definitions) shall not be allowed as an accessory use unless the locational restrictions of Section
21.45.110 (Special Development Standards—Adult Entertainment) are complied with.
All uses with amusement machines or video games, in excess of those allowed above shall
remove such amusement machines or video games within ninety (90) days of notification that the
video games are nonconforming to these provisions.

(Ord. C-6595 § 14, 1989: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.210 - Animals (household pets).

The keeping of household pets shall be subject to the following limitations:

Number. A total of not more than four (4) weaned household pets may be kept at one (1) site,
unless any of the weaned pets are dogs bred pursuant to a permit issued under Section 6.16.190
of this code, in which case all such weaned dogs may be kept at one (1) site until such dogs have
reached the age of four (4) months. This limitation shall not apply to fish, rodents (other than
rabbits), or caged birds (provided the birds are not allowed to fly free and are maintained in
accordance with all applicable health regulations).
Maintenance. Household pets shall be kept in a manner which does not damage or pose
hazards to people or property and which does not generate offensive dust, odors or noise.
Horses. Horses may be kept subject to the provisions of Chapter 21.38 (Horse Overlay District).
Other Animals. Dangerous or wild animals as defined in Section 6.16.030 of the Municipal Code
shall not be kept in any residential zone.

(ORD-06-0012 § 5, 2006; Ord. C-7780 § 2, 2001; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.215 - Banquet room rental.
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A restaurant banquet room may be rented for private functions, provided a portion of the restaurant
remains open to the public.

(Ord. C-7247 § 33 (part), 1994)

21.51.220 - Caretaker's or nightwatchman's residence.

Caretaker's or nightwatchman's residences are permitted accessory uses only if used in direct conjunction
with a permitted nonresidential use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.225 - Catering (food preparation).

Catering which involves food preparation shall be permitted as an accessory use only to an existing
restaurant. If a catering business does not involve food preparation but instead involves only party
planning and counseling, it shall be considered an office use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.226 - Computer cafe.

The following conditions shall apply to computer, cyber, or internet cafes:

Computer games of an adult nature depicting "specified anatomical areas" or "specified sexual
activities", as these terms are defined in Chapter 21.15 (Definitions), shall not be installed on
computer terminals or played by customers unless the locational restrictions of Section 21.45.110
(Special development standards - adult entertainment) are complied with; and
If access to adult oriented web sites is allowed, a separate area, up to a maximum of twenty
percent (20%) of computer terminals available for public rental, shall be set aside for adult
viewing with the computers clearly marked as such and screened from view by minors. All other
machines shall be marked prohibiting adult viewing.

(Ord. C-7961 § 3, 2004)

21.51.227 - Home automobile repair.

Home automobile and motorcycle repair is an allowed accessory use in all residential districts provided:

Ownership. The automobiles or motorcycles repaired shall be limited to vehicles owned by the
residents of the property, and shall be registered and licensed;
Public Right-of-Way. No automobiles or motorcycles shall be repaired on the public right-of-way;
Inoperable Vehicles. Neither inoperable automobiles or motorcycles shall be left overnight in a
location that blocks access to required parking spaces;
Paved Area Required. Neither automobiles nor motorcycles shall be repaired on unpaved areas;
Extent of Repair. The automobile or motorcycle repair work shall be limited to minor repair (see
Section 21.15.290);
Noise. Neither automobile nor motorcycle repair activities shall violate the City noise ordinance,
Chapter 8.80 of the Municipal Code;
Hours. Neither automobile nor motorcycle repair activities shall be conducted between ten
(10:00) p.m. and seven (7:00) a.m.;
Wrecked or Disassembled Vehicles. Neither wrecked nor disassembled automobiles or
motorcycles shall be parked overnight on a residential property outside of a garage;
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Trucks. Neither trucks nor related vehicles in excess of three-fourths (¾) ton carrying capacity
shall be repaired at a residence.

(Ord. C-7032 § 49, 1992)

21.51.230 - Childcare—Small and large family daycare homes.

Small family daycare homes are an allowed accessory use. Large family daycare homes are an allowed
accessory use, provided:

The prime daycare provider shall reside in the residence;
The daycare provider shall obtain the required State licenses;
No sign shall be displayed other than those signs allowed for all residences as provided in
Subsection 21.44.230.B and Table 44-2;
All required parking for the residential use shall be maintained as required for all residents in
Sections 21.27.090 and 21.41.170; and
The use shall comply with all City noise regulations (Chapter 8.80).

Neither small nor large family daycare homes are home occupations regulated by Section 21.51.235.

(Ord. C-7032 § 37, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.235 - Home occupations.

Intent. A home occupation permit is intended for home enterprises that are incidental to the use of
the dwelling unit and does not change the principal character or use of the dwelling. The home
occupation shall be compatible with surrounding residential uses and not have characteristics
associated with the use that would reduce the surrounding residents' enjoyment of their
neighborhood. As an ancillary activity to those uses permitted in the applicable residential zone in
which the subject site is located, the following home-based businesses may be conducted at the site:

Professional Office Uses. A professional office use is a business whose principal product is
information, management or design, including but not limited to, accounting, architecture,
artist/talent management and promotion, brokerage, business/financial management, computer
programming and software development, consulting, direct sales (incl. internet sales),
credit/financial counseling, drafting and illustration, engineering, fashion design, interior
decoration and design, legal services, marketing and advertising, property management, and
writing and editing. The primary means of contact must be by phone, mail, or other electronic
form of communication. A professional office use does not include research requiring the use of
hazardous materials and equipment;
Instructional Services Uses. An instructional services use is a business whose principal purpose
is to provide cognitive instruction or training, including but not limited to, academic tutoring,
musical instrument lessons, dance lessons, sports training, or other similar physical performance
training. The maximum number of students at any one time shall be limited to six (6);
Home Craft Uses. A home craft use is a business that results in a tangible product including but
not limited to, dressmaking, furniture making, toy making and doll making. Additional uses
include artistic products such as sculpting, painting, photography and other similar forms of
creative works when such works are produced with the intent of gain or benefit for the
participant or another person. Conducting a home craft use does not entitle the owner to sell
articles manufactured on-site or in a residential zone.
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Cottage Food Operations. A cottage food operation is an enterprise at a private home where
low-risk food products are prepared or packaged for sale to consumers. A cottage food operation
is subject to all State of California Health and Safety Code regulations (AB 1616 Food Safety:
cottage food operations).

Requirements. The following standards shall be complied with at all times:
A home occupation permit shall only be issued when all of the following requirements are met and
maintained:

No person other than a resident of the dwelling unit shall be engaged or employed in the home
occupation, and the number of residents engaged or employed in the home occupation shall not
exceed two (2);
No sign shall be displayed in a manner visible from the outside of the dwelling unit. Vehicles with
signs identifying the home occupation shall be parked so that they cannot be seen from the
public right-of-way;
No mechanical equipment shall be used except that which is necessarily, customarily, or
ordinarily used for household or leisure purposes. Such equipment shall not generate noise
higher than the noise standards established for the residential uses;
No toxic, explosive, flammable, combustible, corrosive, etiologic, radioactive or other restricted
materials shall be used or stored on the site;
There shall be no outside operations, storage or display of materials or projects;
Total storage of materials or products used in the business shall not exceed one hundred twenty-
eight (128) cubic feet. There shall be no excessive or unsightly storage of materials or supplies for
purposes other than those permitted in the residential district in which it is located. A garage may
not be used for operations of the business or storage of materials used in the business and must
be maintained for parking of automobiles and similar type vehicles;
The residential appearance of the premises shall not be altered. Creation of a separate entrance
to the dwelling or use of an existing entrance exclusively for the business shall not be permitted;
No process shall be used which is hazardous to public health, safety or welfare;
Visitors, customers or deliveries to the dwelling shall not exceed that which normally and
reasonably occurs for a residence. Visitors and deliveries shall be limited to not more than two (2)
business visitors an hour and eight (8) visitors a day, and not more than two (2) deliveries of
products or materials a week;
The home occupation shall not displace or block the use of parking spaces required for the
residential use including any business storage in required garage parking areas;
No advertisement shall be placed in any media containing the address of the property;
Not more than two (2) vehicles shall be used in the business. Only one (1) vehicle may be
commercially licensed;
When the person conducting the home occupation serves as an agent or intermediary between
outside suppliers and outside customers, all articles, except for samples, shall be received,

stored and sold directly to customers at an off-premises location;
The home occupation permit shall be valid only for the person to whom it was issued and shall
be void when that person moves from the dwelling unit or discontinues the business.

Prohibited Home Occupation Uses. The following uses shall be prohibited as home occupations:
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Ambulance service;
Appliance repair;
Automobile repair, parts, sales, upholstery, detailing, washing, service;
Beauty salons and barber shops;
Boardinghouse, bed and breakfast, hotel, time-share unit;
Carpentry, cabinet makers;
Ceramics (kiln of six (6) cubic feet or more);
Churches, religious instruction;
Contractor storage yards;
Food preparation (except cottage food operations per State of California Health and Safety Code
regulations (AB 1616 Food Safety; cottage food operations);
Gun sales (including internet) and repair;
Health clubs, gyms, dance studios, aerobic studios, massage;
Limousine or pedicab service;
Medical or dental office;
Mortician, hearse service;
Palm reading, fortunetelling;
Private clubs;
Religious services;
Restaurants, taverns;
Retail sales from site (except direct distribution and internet);
Skin care services;
Tow truck service;
Welding or machine operation;
Upholstery;
Veterinary uses (including care, grooming or boarding);
Any use that requires the use of toxic, explosive, flammable, combustible, corrosive, etiologic,
radioactive or other restricted materials;
Any use that is hazardous to public health, safety or welfare;
Any use that changes the residential characteristic of the residence;
Other uses the Planning Administrator determines to be similar to those listed above, or which
by their operation or nature are not incidental to or compatible with residential activities.

Any home occupation which becomes a nonconforming use as a result of revisions to applicable
provisions of this Title shall either:

Be brought into legal conforming status; or
Be discontinued and removed within three (3) months of becoming a nonconforming use.

(ORD-13-0027 , §§ 1, 2, 2013; ORD-12-0011 , § 1, 2012; Ord. C-7047 § 25, 1992; Ord. C-7032 § 38, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part),
1988).

Editor's note—
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Section 2 of ORD-12-0011, adopted June 12, 2012 deleted Table 51-2, Home Occupation Uses, in its
entirety, which derived from: Ord. C-7607, § 14, 1999; and ORD-06-0044, § 1, 2006.

21.51.237 - Live nude art drawing.

Live nude art drawing, or painting and/or classes offering such activity is allowed as an accessory use
to a duly licensed art studio or art gallery provided:

Such activity shall not take place at a location that has been licensed by the City as an adult
entertainment business.
No alcohol shall be consumed, sold, served or otherwise dispensed during live nude art drawing
or painting classes.

The subject matter of this Section shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission five (5) years after
the date of enactment.

(Ord. C-7961 § 4, 2004)

21.51.240 - Manufacture of products sold on-site (commercial zones).

The manufacturing of products to be sold on-site in commercial zoning districts shall be clearly
accessory to the retail use of the site.
No wholesale sales shall occur on the site.
Noise levels shall not exceed the City noise regulations set forth in Chapter 8.80 (Noise) of the
Municipal Code.
The manufacturing process shall not produce pungent or disturbing odors other than those which
might originate from a restaurant, retail bakery or similar use; noxious or disturbing air pollutants
including smoke and dust; or electromagnetic disturbances.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.243 - Massage therapy.

Massage therapy as a nonadult entertainment business shall be limited to an accessory use for a
physician, chiropractor, health club, beauty salon, or hotel over one hundred (100) rooms.

(Ord. C-6895 § 24, 1991: Ord. C-6595 § 27, 1989)

21.51.255 - Outdoor display for sale of 릧䢠owers, plants, fruits, and vegetables.

The outdoor display for sale of flowers, plants, fruits and vegetables shall occur only in conjunction
with the sale of the same or related products in a retail store.
The display shall not obstruct pedestrian access and shall not occupy any required parking spaces.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.260 - Pool table.

A pool table is a permitted accessory use only in restaurants, taverns, private clubs and other
commercial entertainment uses. It shall not be considered an accessory use in fast-food restaurants.
No more than three (3) pool tables shall be permitted in any one (1) use listed above.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.265 - Recycling containers.

Recycling containers shall be permitted as an accessory use to a grocery store. Such containers shall not
obstruct pedestrian paths and shall not be located within required parking or landscape areas.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.51.270 - Room rental.

The conditions listed below shall apply to all room rentals. Any room rental use not conforming to these
conditions shall be considered a boardinghouse, lodging house, hotel or motel, as applicable, and shall be
subject to the requirements for that use.

The owner of the dwelling unit must live in the unit.
The rented room shall not contain more than three (3) plumbing facilities nor a kitchen. Such
room shall not contain laundry facilities, a water heater or a wetbar-type sink.
The rented room shall not contain an independent exterior entrance.
The rented room may not be detached from the principal dwelling unit.
Not more than two (2) rooms shall be rented in a single dwelling unit.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.275 - Secondary housing units ("granny 릧䢠ats").

Lot Size. No secondary housing unit shall be placed on any lot which contains less than four thousand
eight hundred (4,800) square feet of lot area.
Unit Size. New construction to create a secondary unit shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the floor
area of the existing principal unit. The secondary unit shall not contain more than one (1) bedroom
and not more than six hundred forty (640) square feet of floor area.
Location. A secondary housing unit shall be located only on lots which contain existing single-family
residences.
Development Standards. The secondary unit shall be attached to the principal dwelling unit, and the
secondary unit shall comply with the setback, height and lot coverage standards of the zone in which
it is located.
Parking. The principal unit shall maintain the existing number of parking spaces and shall provide
one (1) additional space if the secondary unit exceeds four hundred fifty (450) square feet of floor
area. Parking for the principal and secondary units shall not be in tandem.
Entrance. The entrance to the secondary unit shall not be on the front facade. If the entrance is on
the side facade, the entrance shall be set back a minimum of forty feet (40′) from the front lot line.
Code Compliance. The principal use to which the secondary unit is added shall be inspected for
minimum housing code compliance. The principal unit shall be brought into compliance before
occupancy of the second unit is allowed.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.280 - Shoe-shine parlor.

A shoe-shine parlor is permitted as an accessory use to an existing commercial use on the same site.
Shoe-shine parlors shall be located only inside buildings.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.285 - Solar collectors.

Solar energy collectors are permitted as accessory uses in all districts.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.290 - Storage of materials.
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Materials clearly related to the principal use may be stored indoors on-site subject to the following
conditions:

All materials shall be stored in a fully enclosed building, unless otherwise specified by this Title.
Only inventories, supplies and equipment necessary to support the principal use shall be stored.
For an existing residence, chattels may be stored on the property subject to the following
conditions:

The storage complies to the provisions of Section 8.76.010 (Property maintenance);
The storage shall not be utilized for a commercial purpose; and
Chattels shall not be stored on top of any vehicle in areas visible to the public rights-of-way.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.51.292 - Towing.

Towing shall be allowed as an accessory use to minor and general auto repair uses upon the following
conditions:

No vehicles are towed to the site which are not intended to be repaired on the site;
No vehicles are impounded on the site; and
Approval for the towing service is granted by the Police Department.

(Ord. C-7032 § 50, 1992)

21.51.295 - Vending machines.

Vending machines shall be permitted as an accessory use to existing retail sales on a site. Such machines
shall not obstruct pedestrian access and shall not be located within any required parking or landscape
area.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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CHAPTER 21.52 - CONDITIONAL USES

21.52.010 - Purpose.

The City recognizes that certain types of land use, due to the nature of the use, require individual review
by the Planning Commission to determine whether the type of use proposed, or the location of that use, is
compatible with, or through the imposition of reasonable conditions, can be made compatible with
surrounding uses. This Chapter establishes specific conditions which shall apply to uses permitted by a
permit.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION I. - GENERAL PROVISIONS

21.52.100 - General provisions.

The uses listed in Chapters 21.31 through 21.36 as conditional uses (C) or administrative uses (AP) or
identified as administrative uses in Chapter 21.25, Division IV, shall be required to comply with the
conditions listed in Division II of this Chapter. Upon granting a conditional or an administrative use permit,
the hearing body shall impose the conditions outlined in this Chapter for the specified use unless those
conditions are waived with written findings. The hearing body may impose additional conditions that are
deemed reasonable and necessary in granting the permit. If no conditions are contained in this Chapter,
the hearing body may impose conditions as necessary to implement the permit.

(Ord. C-7032 § 39, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

DIVISION II. - SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR CONDITIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE USE PERMITS

21.52.200 - Conditional and administrative use development standards.

This Division contains the required conditions for specified conditional and administrative use permits.

(Ord. C-7032 § 41, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.201 - Alcoholic beverage sales uses.

The following conditions shall apply to all alcoholic beverage sales uses requiring a conditional use permit:

The operator of the use shall provide parking for the use equivalent to the parking required for
new construction regardless of the status of the previous use as to legal nonconforming rights;
The operator of the use shall provide night lighting and other security measures to the
satisfaction of the Chief of Police;
The operator of the use shall prevent loitering or other activity in the parking lot that would be a
nuisance to adjacent uses and/or residential neighborhoods;
The use shall not be in a reporting district with more than the recommended maximum
concentration of the applicable on or off-premises sales use, as recommended by the State of
California Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, nor with a high crime rate as reported by the Long
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Beach Police Department, except: (1) locations in the greater downtown area; or (2) stores of
more than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet floor area, and also providing fresh fruit,
vegetables and meat, in addition to canned goods; and
The use shall not be located within five hundred feet (500') of a public school, or public park,
except: (1) locations in the greater downtown area; or (2) stores of more than twenty thousand
(20,000) square feet of floor area, and also providing fresh fruit, vegetables and meat in addition
to canned goods.

(Ord. C-7032 § 42, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.203 - Arcade.

The following conditions shall apply to arcades:

The site shall not be located within five hundred feet (500′) of a residential district or a public
school; and
The operator shall demonstrate an ability to prevent problems related to potential noise, litter,
loitering, crowd control and parking.

(Ord. C-7881 § 3, 2003: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.204 - Artist's studio with residence.

The following conditions shall apply to administrative use permits for artist's studio with residence:

The minimum unit size is seven hundred fifty (750) square feet.
Each unit shall have a separate entrance that is clearly identified to provide for emergency
services.
No more than thirty-three percent (33%) of any unit shall be used for exclusive residential
purpose such as sleeping area, kitchen, bathroom and closet areas. The unit shall provide as a
minimum full cooking and bathing facilities.
All necessary building permits shall be obtained prior to the use of the space for residential
occupancy.
No mechanical equipment shall be used which generates noise higher than the noise standards
established for residential uses (Chapter 8.80 of the Municipal Code).
There shall be no outside operations, outside storage or outdoor display of materials or products.
No toxic, explosive, flammable, combustible or corrosive materials are to be stored or used on
the site in quantities or in a manner that violates any provision of the Uniform Fire Code. No
etiologic or radioactive materials shall be used or stored on the site at any time.
No process shall be used which is hazardous to public health, safety or welfare.
The home occupation shall not displace or block the use of parking spaces required for the
residential use including any business storage in required garage parking areas.
Not more than two (2) vehicles shall be used in the business. Only one (1) vehicle may be
commercially licensed.
The Zoning Administrator may require the discontinuance of a work activity in an artist's studio
with residence if as operated or maintained there has been a violation of any applicable condition
or standard. The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to prescribe additional conditions
and standards of operation for any category of work activity in an artist's studio with residence.

(Ord. C-7729 § 9, 2001: Ord. C-7032 § 51, 1992)
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21.52.206 - Automobile related services.

The following conditions shall apply to auto repair shops, service stations, car washes, auto upholstery
shops, auto parts and tire sales, camper installation businesses, van conversion businesses and the like:

In the CB district, such uses shall be limited to locations inside parking structures;
In the CR and CO zones, conditional use permits shall be limited to the expansion of existing
nonconforming uses;
Automobile service station uses shall be limited to: retail sales of fuel, oil and small vehicle parts;
The proposed use shall not intrude into a concentration of retail uses and shall not impede
pedestrian circulation between retail uses;
The proposed use shall not create unreasonable obstructions to traffic circulation around or near
the site;
No curb cuts shall be permitted within forty feet (40′) of any public roadway intersection;
No vehicles may be stored at the site for purposes of sale, unless the use is also a vehicle sales lot
or for the use as parts for vehicles under repair; and
The site shall comply with all applicable development standards for open storage and repair uses
specified in Chapter 21.45, "Special Development Standards".

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.208 - Bank, credit union, savings and loan.

The following conditions shall apply to a bank, credit union, or savings and loan located in the CNP
(commercial neighborhood pedestrian oriented) zone:

The project must comply with Section 21.32.230, "Design of Buildings".
Drive-thru windows or drive-thru automated teller machines are prohibited.
No new curb cuts shall be permitted for a new or existing bank, credit union, or savings and loan
in local coastal planning area D (Second Street, between Livingston and Bayshore).
Interior and exterior lighting, window displays, and other architectural features shall be included
in the building street frontages to provide pedestrian interest during nonoperational hours.
Projects in local coastal planning area D (Second Street, between Livingston and Bayshore) that
qualify for the one-half (½) rate parking standard pursuant to Subsection 21.41.226.A shall make
their parking facilities available for public parking during nonoperational hours.

(Ord. C-7777 § 1, 2001; Ord. C-7729 § 13, 2001)

21.52.209 - Bed and breakfast inn.

The following conditions shall apply to bed and breakfast inns:

The use shall be allowed only in older residential structures which are recognized as
architecturally, historically or culturally significant, and which, through renovation and use as a
bed and breakfast inn, will contribute significantly to the ambiance, character or economic
revitalization of a neighborhood;
Meals shall be served to registered guests only. No cooking facilities shall be permitted in
guestrooms;
The property owners shall live at the inn or on an adjoining property;
Only short-term lodging may be provided. Monthly rentals shall be prohibited;
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No receptions, private parties or activities for which a fee is paid shall be permitted;
A City business license shall be obtained as required by law. Two (2) parking spaces shall be
provided for the operator plus one (1) space for each guestroom; and
Guest parking may be provided either on-site or along the curb abutting the lot. Tandem parking
is permitted provided not more than two (2) cars are parked in a tandem arrangement.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.209.5 - Caretakers' residence.

The following conditions shall apply to administrative use permits for caretakers' residences:

The living area shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the total floor area;
Due to the lack of typical residential amenities in nonresidential zones, and potential hazardous
materials, no one under the age of eighteen (18) shall be allowed to live in the residence.

(Ord. C-7032 § 52, 1992)

21.52.210 - Reserved.

Editor's note—

ORD-11-0011, § 9, adopted June 7, 2011, repealed § 21.52.210, entitled "Cellular and personal
communication services (with monopoles)", which derived from: Ord. C-6684 § 7, 1990; Ord. C-
7399 § 14, 1996; and Ord. C-7500 § 18, 1997.

21.52.211 - Cemeteries, mortuaries, and crematoriums.

The following conditions shall apply to cemeteries:
The use shall be buffered visually from residential uses and districts; and
The complete master plan, including future expansion, shall be submitted for site plan review,
and specific building requests shall be indicated on the master site plan.

The following conditions shall apply to mortuaries:
Parking for viewing, ceremonial and other similar uses within the mortuary shall be calculated
using the parking standard contained in Section 21.41, Table 41-1C, Public Assembly; and
Site plan shall provide at least one (1) parking space on-site for loading purposes, either an
enclosed parking space or under a porte cochere, regardless of the number of parking spaces
required for assembly purposes.

The following conditions shall apply to crematoriums:
Crematoriums can be operated as stand-alone uses only within the IM or IG zone, and can be
operated as accessory uses to a permitted mortuary or cemetery use;
In any instance, any new cremation operating unit(s) and emissions control systems shall be
located a minimum of six hundred feet (600') from any residential zoning district or existing
school.

(ORD-13-0022 , § 1, 2013; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.212 - Check cashing, pay day loans, car title loans, signature loans, and other �nancial
services.

The following conditions shall apply to check cashing, pay day loans, car title loans, signature loans, and
other financial services businesses:
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A Conditional Use Permit shall be required for check cashing, pay day loan, car title loan, and
signature loan businesses. Alternative or other financial services are also required to obtain a
Conditional Use Permit at the discretion of the Zoning Administrator.
Check cashing, pay day loans, car title loans, signature loans and other financial service
businesses as defined by the Long Beach Municipal Code shall not be located within:

A one thousand three hundred twenty (1,320) foot radius of an approved check cashing, pay
day loan, car title loan, signature loan, or other financial service business.
The CNA, CNP, CNR, PD-6, PD-25, PD-29 or PD-30 or any industrial zoning districts. This
includes other financial services and alternative types of lending services at the discretion of
the Zoning Administrator.

Windows shall not be obscured by placement of signs, dark window tinting, shelving, racks or
similar obstructions.
Exterior phones, security bars and roll up doors shall be prohibited.
All fees and regulations associated with a loan or financial transaction shall be displayed near the
cashier/checkstand and provided to the customer upon checkout.
The hours of operation shall be stated in the application and shall be subject to review.
Special Development Standards for check cashing, pay day loan, car title loan, signature loan, and
other financial services found in Section 21.45.116 shall also apply.

(ORD-13-0018 , § 2, 2013; Ord. C-7663 § 40, 1999)

21.52.213 - Churches and other places designed and intended primarily for religious worship.

The following conditions shall apply to churches and other places designed and intended primarily for
religious worship:

In a residential zone, the proposed use may consist only of an expansion of an existing church or
similar religious facility on the site or on the abutting site;
A master plan for long range development shall be submitted;
In a residential zone, the site shall be limited to forty thousand (40,000) square feet in size; and
Any proposed addition or new construction shall conform to the development standards
required for principal uses within the district.
Parking shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 21.41. However, in recognition of the
provisions of the Federal Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act of 2000 (RLUIPA),
the Zoning Administrator shall provide reasonable relief from the parking requirements of
Chapter 21.41 provided the Zoning Administrator finds that strict compliance with Chapter 21.41
would impose a substantial burden upon the religious exercise of a person or assembly, and that
said relief is not detrimental to the health, safety or welfare of surrounding residential or other
uses. Relief from parking requirements may include tandem or joint use parking where
appropriate, or relief from the distance and guaranteed permanence requirements as set forth in
Subsections 21.41.222.A and 21.41.222.B.

(ORD-07-0044 § 2, 2007; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.216 - Collection center for recyclables.

The following conditions shall apply to collection centers for recyclables:

The site shall be kept in a neat, sanitary and orderly condition;
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An attendant shall be on the site at all times when the facility is open for collection;
All recyclable materials shall be stored in bins and shall not be visible to the public;
The operator shall establish a charge free, twenty-four (24) hour telephone number for
complaints, and shall post that number on each bin in a manner clearly visible to the public;
Truck pick ups of recyclable materials shall be limited to the hours of eight (8:00) a.m. to eight
(8:00) p.m.;
The operator shall use state of the art noise abatement technology and procedures and shall at
no time violate the City noise ordinance;
The operator shall accept only California redeemable materials;
The operator shall utilize no processing activities including crushing, shredding, grinding, blowing
and the like; and
The use shall not block or displace any parking spaces or landscaping that would be required if
the site were developed under the regulations in place at the time of the hearing unless a
standards variance is also granted.

(Ord. C-7040 § 3, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.219 - Commercial parking lot or structure—Nonresidential districts.

The following conditions shall apply to commercial parking lots or structures in nonresidential zoning
districts:

The use shall be permitted only if no other reasonable alternative use of the site exists during the
time period covered by the permit;
The use and design of the site shall not disrupt, impede or negatively affect pedestrian
circulation, traffic circulation or public transportation;
The use and design of the site shall not disrupt, impede or negatively affect the concentration of
high intensity activities; and
Attractive landscape buffering and screening shall be provided.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.219.5 - Commercial recreation uses.

The following conditions shall apply to commercial recreation uses:

The use is consistent with the intent of the park district, general plan, and any applicable specific
plan; and
The use does not permanently remove or encroach upon more than five percent (5%) of any
existing park open space which may be developed within the site coverage restrictions, and the
use does not impede public access to the park; and
The use provides a needed public recreation service which otherwise would not be available to
the public; and
The use cannot reasonably be located to provide comparable public recreation service on private
land appropriately zoned for such use.

(Ord. C-7826 § 4, 2002)

21.52.219.7 - Commercial storage/self-storage.

The following conditions shall apply to commercial storage/self-storage:
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Commercial storage/self-storage shall not be permitted or located in an existing business or
office park.
Commercial storage/self-storage shall only be permitted with a conditional use permit if the
development site is impractical for industrial development due to such conditions as the shape or
topography of the site, difficult vehicular access or close proximity to residential uses that would
preclude industrial development uses.
Storage spaces shall not be used for manufacturing, retail or wholesale selling, office, other
business or service use or human habitation.
Prefabricated shipping containers shall not be allowed to be on sites located within one thousand
feet (1,000′) from any property zoned for residential use, unless located or screened so as to not
be visible from a public street.
Building and roof design. The building and roof shall be designed to be compatible with
surrounding development, especially nearby residential uses. Considerations include design
elements that break up long, monotonous building and rooflines and elements that are
compatible with the desired character of the zone.
Building materials. The materials used for buildings, roofs, fences and other structures shall be
compatible with the desired character of the zone and shall be visually pleasing, especially near
residential uses.
Street facades. The design and layout of the street side of the site shall provide a varied and
interesting facade. Considerations include the use of setbacks, building placement, roof design,
variations in building walls, fencing, other structural elements, and landscaping. Access doors to
individual storage units shall be located within a building or shall be screened from adjacent
property or public rights-of-way.
Landscaping. The landscaping on the site shall be abundant and shall provide an appropriate
transition from public to private spaces, separate and buffer the buildings from other uses, and
provide visual relief from stark, linear building walls.
Fencing. Any proposed fencing shall be designed to be compatible with the desired character of
the area and is especially sensitive to abutting residential uses. Use of rolled razor wire is
prohibited adjacent to residential zones.
Lighting. Exterior lighting shall not intrude on surrounding properties.
Noise. The hours of operation and access to the storage units shall be limited to seven (7:00) a.m.
to seven (7:00) p.m. Monday through Friday and nine (9:00) a.m. to five (5:00) p.m. on Saturday,
Sunday and holidays. To further limit noise impacts, metal roll up doors shall be lubricated and
maintained on a regular monthly basis.
Security. Prior to the issuance of building permits, the project shall submit a security plan that will
be subject to the review and approval of the Police Department.
Loading. Provide adequate loading and unloading areas outside of fire lanes.

(Ord. C-7904 § 5, 2004)

21.52.220 - Community correctional reentry centers.

A complete application for a community correctional reentry center in an industrial zone shall include
adequate evidence that the applicant has conducted a preapplication meeting for surrounding
property owners and occupants. The applicant shall provide at least ten (10) days' notice of a
preapplication meeting to all owners and occupants of real property within one thousand five
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hundred feet (1,500') of the real property which is the subject of the application, all neighborhood
associations adjacent to, or within the vicinity of, the proposed use, any surrounding business
association and the City's neighborhood resource center. The applicant shall provide proof of such
notice and meeting through the use of certified mail and returned receipts issued by the United
States Postal Service.
The following conditions shall apply to community correctional reentry centers in the industrial zoning
districts:

Such uses shall provide educational and vocational training primarily focused on industrial
employment.
Such uses shall provide short-term lodging not to exceed one hundred twenty (120) days per
inmate/trainee.
Counseling and job placement services shall be provided for inmates/trainees of the facility only.
The use shall comply with all general conditions of special group residences, as set forth at
Section 21.52.271 of this Chapter; provided, however, no such use, regardless of the size of the
parcel housing such uses shall exceed fifty (50) beds and/or fifty (50) inmates/trainees at any
given time.
The operator of the use shall only accept inmates/trainees who voluntarily apply for transfer to
the community correctional reentry center.
No reentry center operator shall accept any inmate/trainee currently serving a sentence for
conviction of any offense described in subdivision (c) of Penal Code Section 667.5 or subdivision
(c) of Penal Code Section 1192.7, excluding the offense of burglary.
No reentry center operator shall accept any inmate/trainee who has more than one hundred
twenty (120) days left to serve in a correctional facility.
No reentry center operator shall accept any inmate/trainee that has been convicted of an escape
pursuant to Section 4532 of the Penal Code.
The facility shall be staffed twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week. A State parole
agent shall be assigned to the site to monitor the inmates' activities. No inmate of the facility shall
be permitted to utilize a private vehicle unless expressly authorized to do so by the California
Department of Corrections pursuant to its rules and procedures governing such use. Any change
in operations must be reviewed and approved by both the State and City prior to implementation
of such change.

(Ord. C-7392 § 3, 1996)

21.52.220.5 - Computer arcade.

The following conditions shall apply to computer arcades:

Hours of operation shall be limited to between eight (8:00) a.m. to twelve o'clock (12:00) midnight.
The Planning Commission may consider extended hours of operation based on proximity to
residential uses; and
The operator shall demonstrate an ability to prevent problems related to potential noise, litter,
loitering, crowd control and parking, including, but not limited to, the provision of a uniformed
security guard at the site to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police if the Chief of Police determines
it to be necessary due to increased police activity or calls for service at the site; and
Windows shall not be obscured by placement of signs, dark window tinting, shelving, racks or
similar obstructions; and
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Maximum number of machines available for public rental shall not exceed one (1) per thirty-five
(35) square feet of net floor area; and
Computer games of an adult nature depicting "specified anatomical areas" or "specified sexual
activities", as these terms are defined in Chapter 21.15 (Definitions), shall not be installed on
computer terminals or played by customers unless the locational restrictions of Section 21.45.110
(Special development standards - adult entertainment) are complied with; and
If access to adult oriented web sites is allowed, a separate area, up to a maximum of twenty
percent (20%) of computer terminals available for public rental, shall be set aside for adult
viewing with the computers clearly marked as such and screened from view by minors. All other
machines shall be marked prohibiting adult viewing;
Provide interior lighting levels similar to commercial office standards during operating hours; and
There shall be at least one (1) adult employee, eighteen (18) years of age or older, for each twenty
(20) computer terminals available for public rental, or fraction thereof; and
An interior waiting area for customers, at least five percent (5%) of the gross floor area in size, but
not less than fifty (50) square feet, shall be provided near the entrance; and
Headphones shall be provided for each computer terminal, in lieu of open speakers, to control
noise at the site; and
The operator shall provide parking at a ratio of one (1) space per 3.3 computer terminals or, when
two (2) or more uses share a parking facility, demonstrate through a signed affidavit that the
hours of their demand for parking do not overlap, or only partially overlap.

(Ord. C-7881 § 8, 2003)

21.52.221 - Courtesy parking in residential districts.

The following conditions shall apply to courtesy parking in residential districts:

The proposed site shall adjoin, abut or be adjacent to a commercial district;
The parking lot shall extend not more than one hundred feet (100′) into the residential district;
and
A six foot six inch (6′6″) solid fence or wall and a five foot (5′) wide landscaping buffer shall be
provided along any property line abutting a residential use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.222 - Diesel fuel sales.

The following conditions shall apply to diesel fuel sales, whether in conjunction with gasoline sales or not:

Diesel fuel sales shall only be permitted on designated truck routes.
A solid masonry wall not less than eight feet (8′) in height shall be provided where the site abuts,
or is across an alley from, a residential district.
An on-site queuing lane no less than one hundred twenty feet (120′) shall be provided on-site for
each pump dispensing diesel fuel.
A site circulation and queuing diagram prepared by a traffic engineer shall be submitted with the
application demonstrating the feasibility of truck access to and from each pump dispensing diesel
fuel.
Local streets may not be used for vehicular access to pumps dispensing diesel fuel.
No on-site idling shall be permitted for vehicles queuing for pumps dispensing diesel fuel.
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No overnight parking or on-site maintenance of truck tractors or truck trailers shall be permitted.
No exterior telephones or security bars shall be permitted.
Hours of operation shall be established and shall be appropriate based on adjacent land uses.

(Ord. C-7663 § 41, 1999)

21.52.223 - Electrical distribution station—Residential districts.

The following conditions shall apply to electrical distribution stations in residential districts:

The site shall be located on a major, secondary or minor highway;
The site shall be developed according to the height and yard requirements of the district in which
the site is located;
The site shall be surrounded by a fence designed, treated and finished in a manner compatible
with the adjacent residential uses. Such fence shall be placed behind the required landscaping
along the street frontage. Fences up to twelve feet (12′) in height may be allowed in side and rear
yard areas if appropriate and necessary for the individual site;
Landscaping equal to twice the requirement for a multifamily residential zone shall be provided;
and
All equipment and operations shall comply with applicable City noise regulations as set forth in
Chapter 8.80 (Noise) of the Municipal Code.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.226 - Electrical distribution substations—Nonresidential districts.

The following conditions shall apply to electrical distribution substations in nonresidential zoning districts:

All facilities shall be screened from public view by an attractive wall or fence.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.229 - Electronic message center signs.

In addition to the required findings for a conditional use permit (Section 21.25.206), the Planning
Commission shall not approve a conditional use permit for an Electronic Message Center sign unless
positive findings can be made for the following:

The proposed design of the electronic message center sign is complete and consistent within
itself and is compatible in design with the architectural theme or character of the existing or
proposed development it will serve and the community in which it will be located.
The establishment of the proposed electronic message center sign will not adversely affect the
character, livability, or quality of life of any residential community it will be adjacent to or located
in.
The electronic message center sign shall not constitute a hazard to the safe and efficient
operation of vehicles upon a street or freeway.
The applicant has demonstrated that the proposed electronic message display surface is factory-
certified as capable of complying with the brightness standards in Section 21.44.850

(ORD-13-0014 , § 20, 2013; Ord. C-7500 § 24, 1997)

21.52.231 - Fast-food restaurants.

The following conditions shall apply to fast-food restaurants:
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The site shall not adjoin or abut a residential use district;
The proposed site shall not interrupt or intrude into a concentration of retail uses and shall not
impede pedestrian circulation between retail uses;
The use shall not constitute a nuisance to the area due to noise, litter, loitering, smoke or odor;
and
Order board speakers shall be oriented and directed away from adjacent residential uses.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.231.5 - Fences in high crime districts.

The following conditions shall apply to fences which exceed three feet (3′) in the front yard of residential
lots located in high crime areas:

The site shall be located in a "high crime" area (as defined by Section 21.15.1338);
The fence shall enclose an existing or proposed multifamily (three (3) or more units) residential
structure or any residential use located in a multifamily (R-3 or R-4) zone;
The fence shall not exceed six feet six inches (6′6″) in height;
The fence design shall be open wrought iron or other metal pickets;
The fence shall allow emergency egress;
The fence design shall provide visitor, meter reader and emergency personnel access;
The front yard shall have approved landscaping;
The applicant shall restore any missing street trees; and
The fence shall have self-closing, self-locking gates.

(Ord. C-7247 § 34, 1994)

21.52.232 - Fitness or health club, dance or karate studio and the like.

The use shall demonstrate adequate parking for peak demand;
The facility shall be limited to five thousand (5,000) square feet of gross usable floor area in
neighborhood commercial zones (CNP, CNA and CNR).

(Ord. C-7047 § 33, 1992)

21.52.233 - Handicapped and traditional senior citizen housing.

The following conditions shall apply to housing for the handicapped and for senior citizens:

In a residential zone, handicapped and senior citizen housing shall be limited to the density
allowed in the underlying zone district multiplied by the number indicated in Table 52-1. In
congregate care facilities, each bedroom with two (2) or fewer beds shall count as a dwelling unit
in calculating density. In bedrooms with more than two (2) beds, each bed shall count as a unit.
This shall be the maximum permitted density. The Planning Commission may require a lower
density as the situation requires. In nonresidential zones, densities shall be limited to one (1)
dwelling unit per two hundred (200) square feet of lot area;
Consideration of the conditional use permit shall address crime rate, scale and style of the
proposed building in relation to other buildings within the immediate vicinity;
The applicant shall provide evidence that the use will remain as senior citizen or handicapped
housing through deed restriction or other method suitable to the Planning Commission. In the
case of senior citizen housing that is constructed for sale or rental of individual units, apartments
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or condominiums, the applicant shall provide proof that the proposed project is fully compliant
with the provisions of California Civil Code Section 51.3 or otherwise provide proof that the
provisions of Civil Code Section 51.3 are not applicable to the project. Failure to provide suitable
proof and assurances to the Planning Commission will result in the denial of the density multiples
provided for in Table 52-1;
The facility shall be designed with appropriate grab bars in all hallways and bathtubs and/or
showers and with nonslip surfaces in bathtubs and/or showers. The designs shall conform to the
specifications of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for the applicable use;
Each unit shall be equipped with an emergency signaling device to the on-site unit manager's
office, if applicable, to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police;
Each facility shall provide not less than three hundred (300) square feet of common recreational
space;
Each facility shall provide not less than one hundred fifty (150) square feet of usable open space
per unit or room. Of the one hundred fifty (150) square feet, not less than fifty (50) square feet
shall be private open space, and the remainder may be common open space in addition to the
three hundred (300) square feet required above;
The facility shall be located within one thousand feet (1,000′) by legal pedestrian route to a public
transit stop; and
Parking and loading shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and
Loading Requirements).

(Ord. C-7500 § 19, 1997: Ord. C-6822 § 19, 1990; Ord. C-6595 § 15, 1989; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 52-1

Density Multiples for

Handicapped and Senior Citizen Housing

Use Density Multiple

Handicapped, low rent 3.0

Handicapped, market rent 2.0

Senior citizen, low rent 3.0

Senior citizen, market rent 2.0

Senior citizen, congregate care, low rent 3.0

Senior citizen, congregate care, market rent 2.0
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21.52.234 - Heliport or blimp port or helipads.

The following conditions shall apply to heliports or blimp ports and helipads:

The Aeronautics Bureau of Public Works in consultation with the Federal Aeronautics
Administration have found that the proposal presents no air space conflicts. Letters of agreement
concerning airspace procedures, altitude and flight tracks, shall be submitted if necessary.
The Fire Chief has found the use designed to safely handle any and all flammable and
combustible materials to be handled on-site.
The use will not adversely affect any residential neighborhood due to take-off, landing or
overflight noise.
The use is reasonably centrally located within an area of need so that no duplication of facilities
will occur that could be avoided by use of another site.
Only private, noncommercial heliports, blimp ports or helipads shall be allowed. Ticket sales or
any common carrier-type functions are strictly prohibited.
Only helipads, without support services, shall be allowed in the CB zone.

(Ord. C-6595 § 28, 1989)

21.52.235 - Hotels/motels.

Intent. Long Beach strongly encourages the development and expansion of the travel industry for
vacation, convention and business travel. Hotels and motels are an integral and desirable part of the
travel industry. However, as hotels and motels can also be incompatible with nearby residential
communities, and can also become inadequately designed permanent housing, it is necessary to
provide site-by-site analysis and decisions of the nature and design of such business facilities. Also, as
such uses provide a twenty-four (24) hour business environment, careful review is required to ensure
compatibility with residential uses. All proposals for new hotels, motels or inns shall comply with the
following conditions.
Intensity. The density of rooms, intensity of facilities, and scale and design of buildings shall be
harmonious with surrounding uses and development.
Location. The location of the use shall be reasonably related to destinations of the traveling public,
such as proximity to tourist attractions, convention facilities, business centers, the airport or cruise
terminals, or medical centers and shall also be adequately buffered from any incompatible adjoining
uses.
Crime. The site shall not be associated with a location known to have a high concentration of
reported crimes.
Design. The design shall be attractive so as to present a positive image of Long Beach to the traveling
public, shall be appropriate to transient occupancy without conversion to long-term occupancy (more
than thirty (30) consecutive days), and, where appropriate, shall contribute to an active retail frontage
by providing stores, coffee shops or convenience retail on the ground story of major streets. Enriched
materials, roof overhangs, windows and doors with jams and sills, architectural protrusions and other
detailing and lush landscaping are desirable in making the design attractive. All designs shall also
comply with the privacy standards of Section 21.31.240
Open Space. The use shall provide not less than one hundred twenty-five (125) square feet of usable
open space per guestroom, suite or unit. Not less than fifty (50) square feet of such open space shall
be private usable open space according to the provisions of Section 21.31.230. For buildings of three
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(3) stories or more, all open space may be common open space. Areas used for health clubs or
recreation rooms may be counted as common usable open space.
Parking. All parking designs shall provide through-flow circulation or maneuvering space in a cul-de-
sac or "hammerhead" design to allow exiting in a forward direction when all parking spaces are full.
Parking spaces shall be provided in adequate number to serve the use according to the following
requirements: for hotels/motels less than sixty (60) rooms, suites or units, the minimum parking shall
be not less than 1.25 spaces per guestroom, or per two (2) room suite or unit, and 2.00 spaces per
suite or unit of three (3) or more rooms, plus parking figured separately for other facilities.
For hotels/motels of sixty (60) rooms or more, see Table 41-1C.

Security. Project security shall be designed to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police and shall include
surveillance of arrivals, departures, and parking areas from the office, and security hardware, alarms
and lighting.

(Ord. C-6684 § 8, 1990)

21.52.236 - Institutional and public assembly uses.

The following conditions shall apply to public assembly halls, private clubs and similar uses:

A long-range development plan shall be submitted for the use;
Any new construction shall be consistent with the long-range plan that has been approved by the
Planning Commission;
All buildings and uses shall be located and buffered to prevent intrusion upon surrounding uses,
especially when the use adjoins, abuts or is adjacent to a residential district; and
Abundant landscaping, ample building spacing, open space and high quality building design shall
be provided.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.240 - Legalization of dwelling units.

The unit(s) in question must have been created before 1964 and continually occupied since that time
without having been abandoned pursuant to Section 21.15.030
The unit must meet minimum Housing Code provisions; and
The unit must not exceed six hundred forty (640) square feet.

(Ord. C-7032 § 53, 1992)

21.52.241 - Merchandise mall.

The following conditions shall apply to merchandise malls:

Parking shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and Loading
Requirements). However, the required number of parking spaces may be reduced if the applicant
can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Planning Commission that a lower standard
adequately satisfies the parking demand of a specific business. In no case shall less than five (5)
parking spaces per one thousand (1,000) square feet be approved; and
The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Planning Commission that tenants of
the merchandise mall will pay applicable business license fees and sales taxes.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.243 - Mobile home park.
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The following conditions shall apply to mobile home parks:

The mobile home park shall not exceed the density of the applicable zone district in which it is
located; and
The mobile home park shall comply with the development standards of the applicable
subdivision for private streets and lot design.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.244 - Subdivision of existing mobile home park.

The following special conditions shall apply to subdivision of an existing mobile home park:

The mobile home park shall contain a minimum community area open space of two hundred
(200) square feet per lot.
The mobile home park shall have a minimum density of nine (9) units per acre.
The mobile home park shall contain a minimum of one (1) guest parking space for each fifteen
(15) lots.
The mobile home park shall contain a minimum of one hundred (100) square feet of recreational
vehicle storage per lot.
The mobile home park shall have a minimum project setback of twenty (20) feet from any public
street.
RV storage and vehicle parking and storage shall be reserved for use by the owners/tenants of
the mobile home park.

(ORD-07-0019 § 6, 2007)

21.52.246 - Motorcycle/jet ski sales and repair.

All sales and repair activities shall comply with the standards of Chapter 21.45 (Special Development
Standards).
The applicant shall demonstrate an ability to control noise during engine testing to comply with City
noise regulations Chapter 8.80 (Noise) and avoid neighborhood disturbances.

(Ord. C-7047 § 26, 1992: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.247 - Building design in the CNP zone.

The use will primarily serve the local community.
The project must comply with Section 21.32.230 Design of buildings, to insure pedestrian orientation.
Drive-thru lanes are prohibited.
Existing curb cuts from the primary pedestrian thoroughfare must be closed and vehicular access
taken from alleys and/or secondary streets.

(Ord. C-7729 § 10, 2001: Ord. C-7047 § 34, 1992)

21.52.249 - Nursery schools, day nurseries, preschools, childcare centers, daycare centers and
similar uses for daytime care and education of a limited number of persons.

The following conditions shall apply to all nursery schools, day nurseries, preschools, childcare centers,
daycare centers and similar uses for daytime care and education of a limited number of persons:

A minimum of seventy-five (75) square feet of outdoor play area per child shall be provided on
the site;
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In residential districts, no other similar facility may be located and operating within one-half (½)
mile of the proposed site;
The hours of operation shall be limited to the hours between six-thirty (6:30) a.m. and six-thirty
(6:30) p.m.; and
Adequate off-street loading spaces shall be provided to prevent adverse effects upon the
neighborhood.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.251 - O�ce uses in residential districts.

The following conditions shall apply to office uses in residential districts:

The total nonresidential use shall not exceed forty percent (40%) of the square footage of the
building.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.256 - Outdoor sales events.

The following conditions shall apply to flea markets, swap meets, vehicle sales events and the like:

All uses shall be compatible with adjacent uses; and
The sale of used merchandise may be permitted; and
Vehicle sales events may be permitted only in the institutional zone on sites five (5) acres or
greater in size and only when sponsored by a church, school, educational institution or public or
private nonprofit organization, and shall be conducted on the premises of such an organization;
and
The hours of operation shall be nine (9:00) a.m. to five (5:00) p.m. with the exception that setup
shall be allowed a early as seven (7:00) a.m. and as late as seven (7:00) p.m. The Planning
Commission may grant extended hours of operation based on the proximity to residential land
uses; and
The proposed frequency of events shall be stated in the application and subject to review; and
The operator shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Planning Commission that applicable
business license fees and sales taxes will be paid; and
An event signage plan shall be submitted in the application and subject to review; and
Adequate restroom facilities shall be provided on-site during hours of operation; and
A parking plan shall be submitted in the application and subject to review. The hours of parking
demand of the outdoor sales event shall not conflict with the hours of parking demand of the
principal use on-site, if any, and shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of Chapter
21.41 (Off-street Parking and Loading Requirements); and
The operator shall demonstrate an ability to control problems related to noise, loitering, and
litter; and
The operator shall provide a safety and security plan to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police; and
The operator shall obtain all necessary permits from the Fire Department for the temporary
structures for each outdoor sales event.

(Ord. C-7881 § 4, 2003: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.257 - Parsonage.
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The following conditions shall apply to administrative use permits for a parsonage: The living area shall
not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the church floor area.

(Ord. C-7032 § 54, 1992)

21.52.259 - Pistol or ri�e range.

The following conditions shall apply to pistol and rifle ranges:

The use shall be soundproofed as necessary to avoid adverse impacts on nearby noise sensitive
uses; and
The operator shall incorporate safety measures into facility design as required by the Chief of
Police.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.260 - Interim playgrounds, community gardens and recreational parks.

The following shall apply to interim playgrounds, community gardens and recreational parks:

Improvements for an interim playground/community garden/recreational park shall be limited to
landscaping, irrigation systems, accessory buildings and structures.
The following setbacks shall apply to all accessory buildings and structures:

Front. The front setback shall be the same as a principal structure in the applicable zoning
district.
Side. A four foot (4′) side setback is required when abutting a residential district otherwise
none is required.
Rear. A ten foot (10′) rear setback is required when abutting a residential district otherwise
none is required.

The maximum height of any accessory building shall be thirteen feet (13′).
The interim playground/community garden/recreational park hours of operation shall be seven-
thirty (7:30) a.m. to dusk.
Off-street parking shall not be required for an interim playground/community
garden/recreational park use.
Adequate trash receptacles shall be provided and maintained for the life of the use.

(Ord. C-7378 § 28, 1995)

21.52.261 - Police training academy.

The following conditions shall apply to the police training academy use:

The use shall be isolated from noise sensitive uses; and
A master plan for future facility expansion shall be reviewed and approved with any specific
building request.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.263 - Private elementary and secondary schools.

The following conditions shall apply to private elementary and secondary schools:

Such facilities shall be located on a major, secondary, or minor highway;
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Such facilities shall conform to the development standards of the district in which they are
located including parking;
In a residential zone, the site shall be limited to forty thousand (40,000) square feet in size; and
An applicant seeking to convert an existing commercial building into school shall file a request
with the Building Bureau for a special code compliance inspection. The report shall address all
building code issues related to establishing a school in a commercial building. The report must be
received by the Planning Bureau before an application for conditional use permit is considered
complete.

(Ord. C-7378 § 20, 1995: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.265 - Recycling collection center.

Recycling collection centers located in any industrial district shall be limited to a maximum of five (5)
years for any single approval.
The use shall be compatible with surrounding existing uses.
The operator shall take all reasonable steps to mitigate intrusive noise to adjacent residential uses.
The site shall remain clean at all times.
The entire site shall be paved.
The site shall be screened with an eight-foot-high (8′) solid wall.

(Ord. C-7360 § 8, 1995; Ord. C-7247 § 25, 1994: Ord. C-6684 § 9, 1990)

21.52.265.5 - Residential historical landmarks.

The following conditions shall apply to all residential historical landmarks seeking to establish a
commercial use:

The following commercial uses listed below may be allowed through the administrative use
permit process (where the permitted use table for the applicable zone is more permissive than
these provisions, then the applicable zone use table shall apply):

Artist studio with residence pursuant to Section 21.52.204
Bed and breakfast pursuant to Section 21.52.209
Daycare center/pre-school pursuant to Section 21.52.249
Professional school/business school.
Professional services:

Administrative
Attorney
Consultant
Dental
Engineering/architectural
Finance
Insurance
Medical
Real estate

Retail sales:
Antiques
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Art gallery
Book dealer
Collectibles

An applicant seeking to establish a commercial use in a residential historical landmark building
shall file a request with the Building Bureau for a special code compliance inspection with
reference to the State Historical Building Code. The resulting report shall address all building
code issues with reference to the State Historical Building Code related to establishing the
commercial use in a residential building. This report must be received by the Planning Bureau
before an application for an administrative use permit is considered complete for processing.
All required parking, as set forth in Chapter 21.41, Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements,
shall be provided to establish the proposed use.

(Ord. C-7378 § 29, 1995)

21.52.266 - Restaurant with alcoholic beverage sales.

The following conditions shall apply to restaurants selling alcoholic beverages of any kind:

The operator of the use shall prevent loitering in any parking areas serving the use; and
Parking shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and Loading
Requirements) regardless of status of the previous use with regard to legal nonconforming
parking.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.269 - Restaurant in the R-4-H district.

The following conditions shall apply to restaurants in the R4-H zoning district:

The public entrance shall be from the lobby of the residential building;
No signs shall be placed outside the building; and
Sale of alcoholic beverages in restaurants shall be limited by the following additional conditions:

The operator of the use shall provide not less than ten (10) parking spaces per one thousand
(1,000) square feet of dining area plus twenty-five (25) parking spaces per one thousand
(1,000) square feet of lounge, bar or waiting area regardless of status of the previous use as
to legal nonconforming parking.
The operator of the use shall prevent loitering in any parking areas serving the use.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.270 - Sandwiched lot.

The development on the sandwiched lot shall be limited to R-4-R density and development standards.

(Ord. C-6895 § 32, 1991)

21.52.271 - Special group residence (board and care, convalescent home, half-way house,
boardinghouse/lodginghouse, communal housing and the like).

The following conditions shall apply to special group residences including, but not limited to, board and
care, convalescent home, half-way house, boardinghouse/lodginghouse and communal housing:
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Density. In a residential zone, special group housing shall be limited to the density allowed by the
underlying zone district multiplied by the number indicated in Table 52-2. In congregate care
facilities, each bedroom with one (1) or two (2) beds shall count as a unit when calculating density.
In bedrooms with more than two (2) beds, each bed shall count as a unit. This shall be the
maximum permitted density. The Planning Commission may require a lower density as the
situation requires. In a nonresidential zone, density shall be limited to one (1) unit per two
hundred (200) square feet of lot area;
Location. In a residential district, no other similar facility may be in operation within one-half (1½)
mile of the proposed project site. If the use is a fraternity or sorority, the use shall be sufficiently
isolated from other residential uses so as not to potentially disturb the neighborhood;
Concerns. Consideration of the conditional use permit shall address crime rate, concentration of
similar uses, and the style and scale of the proposed building in relation to other buildings in the
immediate vicinity;
Continuation of Use. The applicant shall provide evidence that the use will remain as that use
applied for through deed restriction or other method suitable to the Planning Commission;
Open Space. Each facility shall provide not less than three hundred (300) square feet of common
open space and one hundred fifty (150) square feet of usable open space per unit or room. Of the
one hundred fifty (150) square feet, not less than fifty (50) square feet shall be private open
space, and the remainder may be common open space added to the required three hundred
(300) square feet of common open space;
Public Transit Stop. The facility shall be located within one thousand feet (1,000′) by legal
pedestrian route to a public transit stop; and
Parking. Parking and loading shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking
and Loading Requirements).

(Ord. C-6595 § 16, 1989; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

Table 52-2

Density Multiples for Special Group Residences

Use Density Multiple 

Board and care home (limit of 50 beds) 2.0

Convalescent home (limit of 50 beds) 2.0

Boardinghouse/lodginghouse (limit of 50
beds)

2.0

Halfway house (limit of 50 beds) 2.0

Fraternity or sorority (limit of 50 beds) 2.0
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Dormitory (limit of 50 beds) 2.0

Monastery, convent, communal housing,
religious house (limit of 50 beds)

2.0

 

21.52.273 - Tattoo or fortunetelling services.

The following conditions shall apply to tattoo and fortunetelling services:

No new fortunetelling or tattoo parlor uses shall be located within one thousand feet (1,000′) of
any existing adult entertainment, arcade, fortunetelling, tattoo parlor or tavern use; and
Fortunetelling and tattoo parlors shall operate only between the hours of seven (7:00) a.m. and
ten (10:00) p.m.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.279 - Through-block commercial.

The following conditions shall apply to through-block commercial:

The proposed site shall abut, adjoin or be adjacent to a commercial district, or a planned
development district designated for commercial uses;
The proposed site shall be developed as a unified site with an abutting, adjoining or adjacent
commercially zoned site;
Through-block commercial shall only be permitted on a property that has two (2) street frontages
but is not a corner lot as illustrated in Figure 52-1;
Vehicular and/or pedestrian access shall not be permitted from or across the residential street
frontage;
The site shall be developed according to the height and yard requirements of the residential
district in which it is located;
The commercial uses permitted shall be the same as those on the abutting, adjoining or adjacent
commercial district with which the site is being developed;
Any portion of the building or buildings visible from a public street, or abutting, adjoining or
adjacent to a residential district shall be designed, treated and finished in a manner compatible
with adjacent residential areas and with other visible sides of the building; and
The yards facing residential uses shall be landscaped in a manner which protects the privacy and
serenity of the residential uses.

(Ord. C-7247 § 26, 1994: Ord. C-7047 § 27, 1992; Ord. C-6684 § 40, 1990; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.281 - Thrift shops.

The following conditions shall apply to the sale of used merchandise indicated in Table 32-1:

All sales and display of merchandise shall be permitted only within a building;
The building occupied by the use shall be improved to conform to the standards of the
community;
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The building and site shall be maintained in a neat, clean and orderly condition; and
Outside storage shall not be permitted.

(Ord. C-7047 § 28, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.283 - Vehicle rental services.

The following conditions shall apply to vehicle rental service uses:

In the CO and CB zones, only passenger vehicles and bicycle rentals shall be allowed;
Any vehicle repair activities shall comply with the regulations pertaining to outdoor vehicle repair
uses as set forth in Chapter 21.45 (Special Development Standards). However, in the CO, CT or CB
zones, all repair work shall occur within a fully enclosed building; and
In the CO zone, the project site must be within one-half (½) mile of the CB or CT zone, or five
hundred (500) hotel rooms, or a passenger terminal of an airport, cruise ship or rail transit line.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.286 - Veterinary uses.

The following conditions shall apply to veterinary uses:

Uses permitted include medical treatment, retail sales and boarding. Animals included are dogs,
cats and similar household pets, but exotic animals and species of equine are excluded;
All activities must be confined within a building that is fully air-conditioned and sound-proofed to
the standards of the noise ordinance, Chapter 8.80 of the Municipal Code; and
The site shall not adjoin or abut a residential use district.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.410 - Special conditions—Industrial uses.

Certain industrial uses identified in Chapter 21.33 (Industrial Uses) are subject to conditional use permit
review and approval. In addition to the standard considerations and findings required to approve a
conditional use permit, the following additional considerations and findings shall be made:

The proposed use, and the siting and arrangement of that use on the property, will not adversely
affect surrounding uses nor pose adverse health risks to persons working and living in the
surrounding area.
Adequate permitting and site design safeguards will be provided to ensure compliance with the
performance standards for industrial uses contained in Section 21.33.090 (Performance
Standards) of this Title.
Truck traffic and loading activities associated with the business will not adversely impact
surrounding residential neighborhoods.
Businesses involved with hazardous waste treatment, hazardous waste disposal, or hazardous
waste transfer shall comply with the following location requirements:

The use shall not be located within two thousand feet (2,000′) of any residential zone or use,
any hotel or motel, any school or daycare facility, any hospital or convalescent home, any
church or similar facility, or any public assembly use.
The use shall not be located within one hundred feet (100′) of any known earthquake fault, or
within a fault hazard or flood hazard zone identified by the State of California.
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The use shall not be located on any land subject to liquefaction, as identified in the Seismic
Safety Element of the General Plan, unless appropriate soils remediation occurs as required
by the City Engineer.

(Ord. C-7360 § 9, 1995: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.52.610 - Uses in the Park (P) district.

Prior to the granting of a conditional use permit for uses in the park district, the following findings shall be
made by the appropriate body:

The use is consistent with the intent of the Park District, the General Plan, the local coastal
program, and any applicable specific plan;
The use does not permanently remove or impinge upon any significant public open space or
impede public access thereto;
For commercial recreation uses, the use provides a needed public recreation service which
otherwise would not be available to the public; and
For commercial recreation uses, the use cannot reasonably be located to provide comparable
public recreation service on private land appropriately zoned for such use.

(Ord. C-7153 § 3, 1993: Ord. C-7032 § 43, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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CHAPTER 21.53 - TEMPORARY USES

21.53.010 - Purpose.

This Chapter establishes the specific regulations for temporary uses in all zoning districts. Uses listed in
Chapters 21.31 through 21.36 of this Title as temporary uses (T) are permitted subject to these
regulations.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.53.100 - Use regulations.

All temporary uses shall be permitted upon written approval of the Zoning Administrator and shall be
limited to not more than ten (10) consecutive calendar days unless permitted otherwise. The uses set
forth in Sections 21.53.103 through 21.53.123 are subject to the additional limitations provided in those
Sections.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.53.103 - Construction trailer.

A trailer used for construction offices or watchperson's quarters is permitted at a construction site,
including public works projects, provided:

The trailer is located on the same or adjacent premises as the construction project.
The trailer is used only during the period of construction.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.53.106 - Mobile food truck.

A mobile food truck may be permitted as a temporary business, provided:

The vendor shall sell food only.
The temporary business shall be permitted only at construction sites at the time when
construction workers are on the site.

(Ord. C-7607 § 6, 1999: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.53.109 - Special events (carnival, öesta, other outdoor exhibition or celebration) in residential,
institutional and park zone districts.

A special event under this Section shall not last longer than ten (10) days.
The event shall be sponsored by a church, school, educational institution or public or private
nonprofit organization, and shall be conducted on the premises of such an organization or approved
for use as a City park or other public property.
Special events in residential and institutional zones shall be limited to not more than twice in any
calendar year at any one (1) site.

(Ord. C-6895 § 25, 1991: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.53.113 - Special events (carnivals, fairs, circuses, grand prix events, seasonal sales and the like)
in commercial, industrial, public right-of-way and planned development zone districts.
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Except for seasonal sales, no special event under this Section shall last longer than ten (10)
consecutive calendar days at one (1) site.
Seasonal sales (the sale of items symbolic of religious, national or traditional holidays, including the
seasonal sale of fruit) shall not last longer than sixty (60) consecutive calendar days at one (1) site.
Parking shall be provided as required by Chapter 21.41 (Off-Street Parking and Loading
Requirements).
Parking lot sales shall be conducted on the same or adjacent premises as the principal use.
Except for seasonal sales, special events shall be limited to not more than twice any calendar year at
one (1) site unless designated for public park, convention center, arena, auditorium or stadium use.
Seasonal sales events may apply to the Zoning Administrator for a maximum thirty (30) day time
extension.

(Ord. C-7326 § 29, 1995: Ord. C-6895 § 26, 1991: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.53.116 - Trailer in Port district.

A trailer or trailers may be erected in the Port district as a temporary business office when authorized by
the Board of Harbor Commissioners.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.53.119 - Trailer for real estate sales or lease.

A trailer used as a sales or lease office or model home display unit is permitted, provided the trailer is
used only during the period of construction and original sale or other disposition of the first eighty
percent (80%) of the lots, parcels or units or leasable areas of all phases of a new subdivision or building
project.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.53.123 - Trailer for temporary business oùce.

A trailer or trailers may be erected as a temporary business office provided:

The trailer or trailers are used for a period not to exceed one (1) year; and
The structures comply with all development standards of the applicable zone district; and
The trailer or temporary building is not allowed until a building permit is issued for a permanent
building on the site, or the building on the site was damaged by fire, explosion, earthquake,
imminent public hazard, act of terrorism, sabotage, vandalism, warfare, or abatement of
earthquake hazard.

(Ord. C-7032 § 44, 1992; Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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CHAPTER 21.54 - BILLBOARDS

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (8) ---

Editor's note— ORD-14-0006, § 1, adopted June 17, 2014, amended Ch. 21.54 in its entirety to read as
herein set out. Former Ch. 21.54, §§ 21.54.010—21.54.450, pertained to similar subject matter and derived
from: Ord. C-6533, § 1, 1988; and Ord. C-6534, §§ 1, 2, 1988; and ORD-12-0006, § 5, adopted Mar. 13, 2012.

21.54.010 - Purpose.

Billboards are recognized as a legitimate form of commercial use in the City. However, the size, number,
location and illumination of billboards can have significant influence on the City's visual environment, and
can, without adequate control, create or contribute to blighted conditions. The purpose of this Chapter is
to provide reasonable billboard control, recognizing that community appearance is an important factor in
ensuring the general community welfare. Additionally, it is the purpose of this Chapter to eventually
eliminate nonconforming billboards from the City, especially in residential zoning districts and other
sensitive areas, through the creation of incentives for the development of conforming billboards linked to
requirements for removal of nonconforming billboards in exchange.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.020 - Deönition of terms.

The terms "billboard" and "off-premises sign" may be used interchangeably to mean the same thing.
The term "billboard," when used generally, shall also include electronic billboards and any other form
of off-premises advertising;
"Mixed-use districts," when referenced in this Chapter, shall include Planned Development (PD)
Districts, or sub-areas thereof, allowing residential and/or commercial uses;
"Residential districts," when referenced in this Chapter, shall include those Planned Development (PD)
Districts, or sub-areas thereof, allowing residential uses;
"Adjacent," when used to refer to a billboard adjacent to a freeway, shall mean located within, either
in whole or in part, an area formed by measuring six hundred sixty feet (660') laterally from the edge
of the right-of-way of a landscaped freeway section along a line perpendicular to the center line of the
freeway (as defined in California Code of Regulations, Title 4, Chapter 1, Section 2242);
"Freeway-oriented" shall mean any billboard that is adjacent to a freeway, as set forth in Subsection D
above, and designed to be viewed primarily by persons traveling on the main-traveled way of the
freeway.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.030 - Consistency with the Outdoor Advertising Act.

To the extent that there is any conflict between the provisions of this Chapter and the provisions of the
Outdoor Advertising Act, California Business and Professions Code Sections 5200 et seq., the Outdoor
Advertising Act shall prevail.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)
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A.

B.

C.

D.

21.54.040 - Severability clause.

If any provision or clause of this Chapter or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
to be unconstitutional or to be otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity
shall not affect other Chapter provisions or clauses or applications, and to this end the provisions and
clauses of this Chapter are declared to be severable.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

DIVISION I. - USE REGULATIONS

21.54.110 - Use regulations.

Billboards are a principal use of land and are restricted to the zoning districts indicated in Table 54-1 of
this Chapter. Any type, style, or location of billboard development not specifically permitted by this
Chapter shall be prohibited.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.111 - Conditional Use Permit required.

A Conditional Use Permit shall be obtained prior to the issuance of a building permit for any project
involving construction of a new billboard or electronic billboard, conversion of an existing billboard to an
electronic billboard, expansion or modification of a billboard, or addition of additional face(s) to a
billboard, and as otherwise specified in this Chapter and Title. No Conditional Use Permit shall be
approved unless the required findings, contained in Section 21.54.115, are made. A Conditional Use
Permit shall not be required if a development agreement is applied for and executed in accordance with
Section 21.54.112. Any Relocation Agreement, as provided for under the provisions of the Outdoor
Advertising Act (California Business and Professions Code Section 5412 et seq.), shall be accomplished
through the development agreement process.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.112 - Development agreements.

An applicant shall be eligible to apply for a development agreement in accordance with Chapter 21.29
in the event that it is infeasible to comply with the provisions of Section 21.54.160. This development
agreement shall be in lieu of the Conditional Use Permit required by Sections 21.54.111, 21.54.140,
and 21.54.150
For the purpose of this Section, an applicant shall be required to demonstrate to the satisfaction of
the relevant approval body that it lacks an inventory of non-freeway-oriented billboards eligible for
removal such that would satisfy Section 21.54.160. A finding of "infeasibility" is at the discretion of the
relevant approval body.
For the purpose of this Section, an applicant shall not be deemed ineligible to apply for a
development agreement because the applicant cannot meet the lot size requirement set forth in
Section 21.29.020
All development agreements entered into in accordance with this Section shall contain appropriate
standards and public benefits and shall comply with all other requirements and standards imposed
by this Chapter, except the conditional use permit requirement of Section 21.54.111. However, the
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E.

F.

G.

1.

2.

3.

H.

development agreement shall address the Conditional Use Permit findings of Section 21.54.115, and
declare whether said findings can be made as part of the determination of appropriate standards and
public benefits.
Billboards constructed on property owned by the City or its related agencies may be accomplished by
lease or license in lieu of a development agreement, and any reference to a development agreement
in this Chapter shall include leases or licenses on such properties.
Any aggrieved applicant or person may appeal the determination of the Planning Commission
regarding a finding of infeasibility to the City Council in accordance with the appeal provisions set
forth in Chapter 21.21, Division V, of this Title.
In lieu of meeting the removal requirements of Section 21.54.160, the terms of the development
agreement shall require the following of the applicant:

For construction of a new freeway-oriented billboard, the applicant shall be required to
permanently remove, at a minimum, an existing freeway-oriented billboard or billboards with
total display surface area equal to that of the proposed billboard(s). However, a greater removal
ratio may be required at the discretion of the approving body.
The applicant shall agree (using a written instrument to the satisfaction of the City Attorney) not
to petition or apply to the State of California for the removal or reclassification of the status of a
landscaped freeway section within the City of Long Beach (under Sections 2511 or 2512 of the
California Code of Regulations).
All new freeway-oriented billboards approved under the development agreement shall be located
at least three hundred feet (300') from a Residential, Institutional, or Park zoning district and shall
not be adjacent to (as defined in Subsection 21.54.020.D) a landscaped freeway segment, as set
forth in Subsection 21.54.120.B.2.

All applicants shall be eligible to apply for a development agreement for the conversion of a freeway-
oriented billboard to electronic, including existing billboards located adjacent to a landscaped freeway
segment, regardless of the infeasibility requirement of Subsection 21.54.112.B.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.113 - Sponsorship or advertising on public property under Chapter 16.55.

Any contract, permit, license or agreement entered into in accordance with Chapter 16.55 of the Long
Beach Municipal Code shall not be subject to the zoning regulations set forth in this Chapter.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.114 - Separate applications.

Each individual proposal for construction of a new billboard or electronic billboard, or modification of a
billboard, or conversion of an existing billboard to an electronic billboard, shall be considered a separate
application, and each application shall be separately and individually subject to a Conditional Use Permit,
and the provisions and requirements of this Chapter. Multiple sites shall not be combined into one
application. This Section shall not apply to applications for development agreements under Section
21.54.112.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.115 - Required öndings.
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G.

A.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

In addition to the required findings for a Conditional Use Permit (Section 21.25.206), the Planning
Commission or City Council, as applicable, shall not approve a Conditional Use Permit for any billboard
project unless positive findings also can be made for the following:

The proposed billboard does not represent a net increase in billboard sign area Citywide.
The applicant or developer has provided a written plan and a letter of intent explaining how the
requirements of Subsections 21.54.160.A or B (which require removal of certain amounts of
existing billboard area in exchange for rights to construct a new billboard or convert an existing
billboard to electronic) will be accomplished.
The billboard shall not constitute a hazard to the safe and efficient operation of vehicles upon a
street or freeway.
For a new billboard, adequate spacing will exist between the proposed billboard and any existing
or proposed billboards in the vicinity, such that negative visual and aesthetic impacts upon the
neighborhood and surrounding land uses shall be avoided.
The size of the proposed billboard will not be out of context with its visual environment, or be
visually disruptive to neighboring properties and structures.
For electronic billboards, the applicant has demonstrated technically, through a light study or
similar study, that the billboard will not cause light and glare to intrude upon residential land
uses, including those in mixed-use districts.
Approval of this permit is consistent with the intent of Chapter 21.54 (Billboards), which is,
primarily, to provide reasonable billboard control and to cause the eventual elimination of
nonconforming billboards from the City.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.118 - Locations allowed.

Billboards shall be allowed in the locations set forth in Table 54-1.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.119 - Restricted to certain street classiöcation types.

Billboards shall only be located on lots abutting certain classifications of public right-of-way, as set forth in
Table 54-1.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.120 - Locations prohibited.

General.
No new off-premises sign (billboard) shall be located:

On or over a public right-of-way;
Within ninety feet (90') of any residential, institutional or park district;
Within any Planned Development District (PD), unless explicitly allowed by that PD ordinance;
On the roof of any building whether the building is in use or not;
On a wall of a building or otherwise attached or integrated to, or suspended from a building,
unless explicitly approved by the Site Plan Review Committee and the Planning Commission;
Overhanging a building; or
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B.

1.
2.

a.
(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)

b.
(1)
(2)

c.
d.
e.

A.

Within eight feet (8'), in any direction, of a building, measured at the nearest distance between
the sign surface or structure and the building, so as not to provide an attractive nuisance for
graffiti and vandalism.

Additional restrictions for freeway-oriented billboards.
In addition to the above restrictions, no new freeway-oriented off-premises sign (billboard) shall be
placed or maintained:

Within three hundred feet (300') of any residential, institutional or park district;
Within six hundred sixty feet (660') of a section of a freeway that has been landscaped, if the
advertising display is designed to be viewed primarily by persons traveling on the main-traveled
way of the landscaped freeway (see "Adjacent," Subsection 21.54.020.D). This shall include the
following landscaped freeway sections:

710 Freeway:
North City boundary to south side of interchange with 91;
South of interchange with 91 to south side of northbound Long Beach Boulevard off-
ramp on east side of freeway only;
South of north edge of southbound Del Amo Avenue off-ramp to south edge of
northbound Del Amo Avenue off-ramp;
North edge of southbound transition ramp to 405 Freeway to south edge of the 405 to
710 southbound transition ramp on west side of 710;
North edge of 405 to 710 transition ramp to south edge of northbound Pacific Coast
Highway off-ramp on east side;
North edge of southbound Willow Street off-ramp to south edge of southbound Willow
Street on-ramp on west side of 710;
North edge of southbound Anaheim Street off-ramp to center line of Anaheim Street;
South of Fifth Street.

91 Freeway:
West City boundary to east edge of eastbound Long Beach Boulevard on-ramp;
Western edge of 710 Freeway right-of-way to eastern City boundary;

405 Freeway—Entire length in City;
605 Freeway—Entire length in City;
22 Freeway—Entire length in City.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.125 - Types of billboards prohibited.

As set forth in Section 21.54.110, any type or location of billboard development not specifically permitted
by this Chapter shall be prohibited. Additionally, the following types of prohibited billboards are specified
for clarity. However, this shall not limit the types of prohibited billboards to those described below:

Mobile billboards. Any billboard installed upon, mounted, attached, or applied to any vehicle,
non-motorized vehicle, bicycle, scooter, or trailer whose primary purpose is conveyance,
transportation, or support of the billboard message surface shall be prohibited from any display
or placement on public or private property or the public right-of-way in a manner making it visible
from any other public or private property or the public right-of-way;
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B.

C.

A.

B.

A.
B.
C.
D.

A.
B.

Any billboard integrated, incorporated, or otherwise included into the architectural design of a
building, unless explicitly approved by the Site Plan Review Committee and Planning Commission,
or otherwise approved as part of a lease agreement entered into with the City prior to January 1,
2014; and
Supergraphics. Any off-site advertisement meeting the definition of "supergraphic" as defined in
Section 21.15.2980 shall be prohibited. The only exception shall be for a temporary supergraphic
allowed under a special events permit.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.130 - Landscaped segment relocation credits.

No new billboard shall be constructed or installed within the City through utilization of credits given
by the California Department of Transportation or the Outdoor Advertising Act for relocation of
billboards located in landscaped freeway segments, unless so mandated by the Outdoor Advertising
Act. In the case that the Outdoor Advertising Act requires the City to permit construction of a new
billboard using such credits, the removal requirements of Subsection 21.54.160.A or B shall apply,
unless also preempted by the Outdoor Advertising Act, or unless the conversion is the subject of a
development agreement, in which case the provisions of Section 21.54.112 (Development
Agreements) shall apply.
Conversion of existing billboards located in landscaped freeway segments to electronic billboards
using such credits shall be allowed, and in this case the removal requirements of Subsection
21.54.160.A or B shall apply, unless preempted by the Outdoor Advertising Act, or unless the
conversion is the subject of a development agreement, in which case the provisions of Section
21.54.112 (Development Agreements) shall apply.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.140 - Conversion of non-electronic billboards to electronic.

The City hereby declares that the vested rights held by existing billboards, whether conforming or
nonconforming to this Chapter, do not allow conversion of said billboards to electronic billboards as a
matter of right. No existing billboard shall be converted to an electronic billboard unless the following
conditions are met:

A Conditional Use Permit is obtained by the applicant;
The billboard meets the requirements of Table 54-1;
The applicant obtains all required building permits; and
Other existing billboard display surface area is permanently removed from the City as required by
Subsection 21.54.160.A or B, as applicable.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.150 - Expansion of billboard area or addition of faces to existing billboards.

The City hereby declares that the vested rights held by existing billboards, whether conforming or
nonconforming to this Chapter, do not allow expansion of billboard area or addition of billboard faces as a
matter of right. No billboard shall have its area increased or have an additional face added unless the
following conditions are met:

A Conditional Use Permit is obtained by the applicant;
The billboard meets the requirements of Table 54-1;
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A.

1.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.
2.

B.

C.

D.

The applicant obtains all required building permits; and
Other existing billboard display surface area is permanently removed from the City as required by
Subsection 21.54.160.A or B, as applicable.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.160 - Citywide billboard capacity limited.

The City of Long Beach finds that, at the time of adoption of this Chapter, a plenitude of modes of
advertising were available via television, newspaper, magazines, circulars, direct mail, bulk mail, internet,
email, mobile phones, City bus ads, bus stop posters, and other constantly-developing sources of ad
placement. Also, the City finds that a sufficient or more than sufficient amount of billboard advertising
capacity exists in the City to meet or exceed the community's need for outdoor advertising, and that a
reduction in the amount of billboards Citywide will not impose any hardship upon the community through
diminution of overall advertising capacity or options. Therefore, no building permit shall be issued for any
new billboard, conversion of an existing non-electronic billboard to an electronic billboard, or expansion
or addition of faces to an existing billboard, unless the following requirements are met:

An existing nonconforming billboard or billboards (as specified in Section 21.54.170) shall first be
permanently removed from within the City as set forth in Table 54-2.

Nonconforming billboards shall be removed with the following priority, in order of highest
priority to lowest:

Nonconforming billboards located in a residential zoning district and not adjacent to a
street classified as a Freeway, Regional Corridor, or Major Arterial;
Nonconforming billboards located in a Planned Development District (or a subarea
thereof) allowing residential uses and not adjacent to a street classified as a Freeway,
Regional Corridor, or Major Arterial;
All other nonconforming billboards located in a residential zoning district or Planned
Development District allowing residential uses;
All other nonconforming billboards located in a General Plan Land Use District allowing
residential uses; and
All other nonconforming billboards.

Nonconforming billboards with more than one face shall be removed in their entirety and
shall not be altered or partially dismantled in such a way as to leave behind one or more
faces or portion(s) thereof.

If existing nonconforming billboards are permanently removed to satisfy Subsection 21.54.160.A,
until no such nonconforming billboards (as specified in Section 21.54.170) remain in the City, then
existing billboard area shall first be permanently removed from within the City as set forth in
Table 54-3. It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the
Director of Development Services, that no nonconforming billboards remain in the City.
In determining the existing display surface area to be removed to satisfy Subsection A or B above,
if a billboard with more than one face is proposed, the sum of both faces shall be used. For
example, if a billboard with two (2) three hundred (300) square-foot faces is proposed, a sum of
six hundred (600) square feet shall be used to calculate the amount of removal required.
In all cases, the required removals shall be completed in accordance with one of the two (2)
following alternatives:
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G.

A.
B.

C.

The required removals shall be completed prior to issuance of a building permit for the new,
converted, expanded or otherwise altered billboard; or
The Applicant shall, as part of the Conditional Use Permit approval process, provide a cash
bond or equivalent financial instrument to the satisfaction of the Director of Financial
Management, in an amount as determined by the Planning Commission to reasonably insure
the prompt removal of billboards in accordance with this Section.

Regardless of the alternative selected, the applicant shall provide a list of all billboards to be
removed to meet the removal requirements of Subsection 21.54.160.A or B, and shall obtain a
separate demolition permit for each. In order that the applicant should not be subject to possible
loss of development rights lawfully obtained through a Conditional Use Permit and performance
of the required removal of billboards, said development rights, once obtained, shall be
considered vested for one (1) year from the date of final action of the Conditional Use Permit or
the date of execution of the development agreement by the City.

Fractional numbers and removal. The purpose of Subsections A and B above, is to require
removal of a certain amount of billboard display surface area, rather than a specific number of
billboards. However, it is not desirable for an existing billboard to be altered to reduce its size to
comply with these requirements, due to the negative aesthetic impacts such alteration may
create. Therefore, no billboard shall be reduced in size or otherwise altered to provide for the
required removal, and only whole, entire billboard(s) shall be removed. In no case shall less than
the required amount of display surface area be removed.
Ownership. Subsection 21.54.160.B shall not come into effect until all nonconforming billboards
(as specified in Section 21.54.170) are removed from within the City, regardless of the ownership
or management of those nonconforming billboards. Specifically, a party owning or managing
billboards shall not be eligible for Subsection 21.54.160.B if only the nonconforming billboards
owned or managed by that party are removed, while other nonconforming billboards yet remain
in the City.
Other removal. Any billboard removed or demolished from within the City, or reduced in size, not
in conjunction with a project requiring removal under Subsection 21.54.160.A or B, shall not be
credited toward the removal requirements of Subsection 21.54.160.A or B above.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.170 - Nonconformity deöned for purposes of removal requirements.

A billboard shall be considered nonconforming for the purposes of the removal requirements set forth in
Section 21.54.160, if it is any of the following:

Not located in a zoning district allowed by Table 54-1;
Not located adjacent to a freeway or street having a street classification type allowed in Table 54-
1;
Located on a building or building rooftop.

Table 54-1
Billboard Development Standards

Standard
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Type of
Billboard

Maximum
Area

(sq. ft.)

Max. Height Spacing
between

billboards 

Street
Classification

Types
Allowed 

Zoning
Districts
Allowed

1.  New
freeway-
oriented
billboard,
electronic or
non-
electronic

675 sq. ft. 40 ft. above
nearest
freeway

lane

As required by
California

Department of
Transportation,
otherwise 500

ft.

Freeway,
Regional

Corridor, or
Major

Arterial 

CHW ,CS,
IL, IM, IG, IP

2.  Non-
freeway-
oriented
new
billboard,
electronic or
non-
electronic

675 sq. ft. 35 ft. above
curb grade

As required by
California

Department of
Transportation,
otherwise 300

ft.

Regional
Corridor, or

Major
Arterial only

CHW , IL,
IM, IG, IP 

3. 
Conversion
of existing
billboard to
electronic
(with or
without
expansion
of area)

675 sq. ft. No higher
than

existing
billboard, or
35 ft. above
curb grade

(or 40 ft.
above

nearest
freeway
lane, if

freeway-
oriented),

whichever is
greater

As required by
California

Department of
Transportation,

otherwise no
limit

Freeway
Regional

Corridor, or
Major

Arterial only

CCA, CCP,
CHW , CS,
IL, IM, IG, IP

, PR

4. 
Expansion
of existing
electronic or

675 sq. ft. No higher
than

existing
billboard, or

N/A Freeway,
Regional

Corridor, or
Major

CCA, CCP,
CHW , CS,
IL, IM, IG, IP

(a)

(b)

(c)(d)

(e)

(f)

(c)(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(c)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(e)

(f)



non-
electronic
billboard
(does not
include
conversion
to
electronic)

35 ft. above
curb grade

(or 40 ft.
above

nearest
freeway
lane, if

freeway-
oriented),

whichever is
greater

Arterial
only

 

Footnotes:

(a)  Required spacing between billboards on same side of the right-of-way, whether electronic or non-
electronic.

(b)  Street classifications are as shown on the Functional Classification of Streets map in the
Transportation Element of the General Plan. See equivalence table (Table 54-1A) for updated designations
adopted into the 2013 General Plan Mobility Element.

(c)  If a lot has frontage on a right-of-way that is a Freeway, Regional Corridor, or Major Arterial, and on a
street that is not a Freeway, Regional Corridor, or Major Arterial, the billboard shall be located no more
than 25 feet from the property line with frontage on a Freeway, Regional Corridor, or Major Arterial.

(d)  Any billboard adjacent to a freeway right-of-way, but not freeway-oriented and not adjacent to a
Regional Corridor or Major Arterial, shall be prohibited.

(e)  Also allowed in the obsolete CH commercial highway zoning district.

(f)  Billboards in the IP zoning district shall require approval of the Harbor Department.

(g)  Size shall not be increased over that of the existing billboard unless explicitly approved by the
Planning Commission.

Table 54-1A
Equivalence of Street Classification Type Designations

1991 General Plan
Transportation Element

Street Classification Type
Designation 

2013 General Plan
Mobility Element

Street Classification Type
Designation 

Freeway Freeway

Regional Corridor Regional Corridor

(c)



Boulevard

Major Arterial Major Avenue

Minor Arterial Minor Avenue

Collector Street Neighborhood Connector

Local Street Local Street

 

Table 54-2
Billboard Removal Ratios for Nonconforming Billboards

Under Subsection 21.54.160.A (If any nonconforming billboards as set forth in
Section 21.54.170 are still present in City)

Project Required Removal Ratio 

1.  New electronic billboard 8 times the area of the proposed billboard 

2.  New non-electronic billboard 6 times the area of the proposed billboard 

3.  Conversion of existing billboard to
electronic with no expansion of area

4 times the area of the billboard to be
converted 

4.  Conversion of existing billboard to
electronic with expansion of area

8 times the area of the final size of the
proposed billboard 

5.  Expansion of existing electronic
billboard

8 times the area of the proposed net
increase in area 

6.  Expansion of existing non-electronic
billboard

6 times the area of the proposed net
increase in area 

 

Footnotes:

a)  See Subsection 21.54.112.G for required removal for Development Agreements.

b)  At a minimum. However, in order to comply with Subsection 21.54.160.E, only whole billboards shall
be removed.

Table 54-3
Billboard Removal Ratios for Conforming Billboards

a

b

b

b

b

b

b
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Under Subsection 21.54.160.B (After all nonconforming billboards as set forth in Section
21.54.170 have been removed from City)

Project Required Removal Ratio 

1.  New electronic or non-electronic
billboard

Area equal to the proposed billboard 

2.  Conversion of existing billboard to
electronic

Area equal to the proposed billboard 

3.  Any other expansion or modification of
an existing billboard (electronic or non-
electronic)

Area equal to the proposed net increase 

 

Footnotes:

a)  See Subsection 21.54.112.G for required removal for Development Agreements.

b)  At a minimum. However, in order to comply with Subsection 21.54.160.E, only whole billboards shall
be removed.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

DIVISION II. - DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

21.54.210 - Maximum area.

The maximum area of billboards shall be as indicated in Table 54-1.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.220 - Maximum height.

The maximum height of billboards shall be as indicated in Table 54-1.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.221 - Maximum number of faces.

No billboard shall have more than two (2) faces. A face shall be considered the display surface upon which
an advertising message is displayed.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.222 - Face orientation.

No billboard shall have more than one (1) face (display surface) oriented in the same vertical plane.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.223 - Name of owner.

a

b

b

b
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No billboard shall be maintained in the City unless the name of the person or company owning or
maintaining it is plainly displayed thereon.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.230 - Spacing.

Spacing between billboards on the same side of a right-of-way shall be as indicated in Table 54-1. For
spacing purposes, any double-faced, V-type, or back-to-back billboard with more than one (1) face (display
surface) shall be considered as a single billboard.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.240 - Supports.

Billboards shall be provided with no more than one (1) support, and the support shall be constructed of
steel. The support shall be architecturally treated to the satisfaction of the Planning Commission. At a
minimum, unpainted steel structural supports and wood structural supports shall be prohibited.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.250 - Lighting.

In order to decrease the negative effects of light pollution, illumination for non-electronic billboards shall
be designed, aimed, and shielded if necessary so that all light falls on the billboard display surface, and
light trespass into the night sky or onto adjacent private or public property is prevented. All service wiring
shall be underground. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall provide proof to the
satisfaction of the Director of Development Services that this requirement is met. It shall be the
responsibility of the applicant or owner to develop and maintain the billboard lighting system in
compliance with this Section.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.260 - Clearance.

Driveways. Billboards projecting over a driveway or driving aisle shall have a minimum clearance of
sixteen feet (16') between the lowest point of the sign and the driveway grade.
Pedestrian Walkway. Billboards projecting over a pedestrian walkway shall have a minimum
clearance of eight feet (8') between the lowest point of the sign and the walkway grade.
All Others. All other billboards shall have a minimum clearance of eight feet (8') between the lowest
point of the sign and ground level so as not to provide an attractive nuisance for graffiti and
vandalism.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.265 - Projection.

No billboard shall project over a public sidewalk unless an encroachment permit is granted by the
Department of Public Works. In all cases, a billboard shall be a minimum of two feet (2') away from the
curb. No billboard shall project over a public alley.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.270 - Screening.

All back or rear portions of single-faced and V-type billboards visible from a public right-of-way or other
public or private property shall be screened. The screening shall cover all structural members of the sign,
not including the pole supports, and shall additionally cover all electrical or electronic display equipment,
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and any associated antennas, cables, and other appurtenances.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.280 - Design and brightness restrictions.

Billboards shall not contain any of the following:
Moving parts;
Appendages, cut-out letters or figures that exceed twenty percent (20%) of the permitted sign
area or that protrude more than twelve inches (12") beyond the flat surface of the sign face;
Lights that flash, shimmer, glitter or give the appearance of flashing, shimmering or glittering.
Exceptions to this restriction include time, temperature and smog index units, provided the
frequency of change does not exceed four (4) second intervals;
Walls or screens at the base of the sign which create a hazard to public safety or provide an
attractive nuisance;
Copy which simulates any traffic sign in a manner which confuses the public; or
Devices which emit audible sound, or odor or particulate matter.

For electronic billboards, the following restrictions also shall apply:
The duration of each message displayed shall be at least eight (8) seconds;
No message shall move, flash, shimmer, glitter, or give the appearance of moving, flashing,
shimmering or glittering;
There shall be a direct change from each message to the next, with no blank or dark interval in
between, to avoid a flashing or blinking effect;
Display of any form of motion or apparent motion within the message, and any form of video, are
prohibited;
Any sign area not comprising the electronic display panel is prohibited. This includes, but is not
limited to, static sign area, appendages, cut-out letters, and figures. A frame surrounding the
display panel up to twelve (12) inches in width shall be permitted, and shall not contain any sign
copy or graphics, and shall not count toward the sign area;
The brightness of the display surface shall be limited as follows:

Dawn to dusk: unlimited;
Dusk to dawn: the display surface shall not produce luminance in excess of 0.3 foot-candles
above ambient light conditions, or the level recommended by the Illuminating Engineering
Society of North America (IESNA) for the specific size and location of the billboard, whichever
is less. Measurement of luminance shall be carried out in accordance with established
scientific methods and industry standards, specifically IESNA TM-11-00, or a successive IESNA
technical publication.

The display brightness shall be controlled by a photocell or light sensor that adjusts the
brightness to the required dusk-to-dawn level based on ambient light conditions without the
need for human input. Use of other brightness adjustment methods, such as timer- or calendar-
based systems, shall only be used as a backup system;
The display shall be factory-certified as capable of complying with the above brightness
standards. Such certification shall be provided to the satisfaction of the Director of Development
Services;
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The billboard owner shall provide to the City, upon request, certification by an independent
contractor that the brightness levels of the electronic billboard are in compliance with the
requirements of this Section;
All electronic billboards shall be oriented, and adequately shielded if necessary, so as to prevent
the trespass of light and glare upon any residential land uses, including those in mixed-use

districts, as existed on the date of building permit issuance; and
All electronic billboards shall be equipped with a control system that, in the event of a display or
control malfunction, "freezes" the display on either a single, unchanging message, or a blank

screen.
(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.285 - Additional requirements.

Prior to issuance of a building permit for any billboard project subject to the requirements of this Chapter,
the applicant shall provide the following:

The telephone number of a maintenance service, to be available twenty-four (24) hours a day, to
be contacted in the event that a billboard becomes dilapidated or damaged, or malfunctions in
the case of electronic billboards;
Proof of lease demonstrating a right to install the billboard on the subject property;
A list and map of locations of all billboards in the City owned or managed by the entity that will
own or manage the subject billboard, to the satisfaction of the Director of Development Services.
This information also shall be provided on a map. The intent of this requirement is to facilitate
analysis of the proposed billboard's compliance with the spacing and location requirements, as
well as the nonconforming billboard removal requirements of this Chapter.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.290 - Maintenance.

All billboard structures shall be maintained in a neat, clean, and orderly condition. Any structure which is
highly rusted, has peeling paint or sign copy, or in any other way appears unattractive or in disrepair shall
be deemed in violation of this Chapter and shall be removed or repaired in accordance with the provisions
of this Chapter. Any structure which the City Engineer or Building Official identifies as an immediate threat
to public safety may be removed by the City Engineer or Building Official, or his designee, without notice
to the property owner and at the property owner's expense.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

DIVISION III. - ABANDONED AND ILLEGAL BILLBOARDS

21.54.310 - Abandoned billboards.

Any billboard meeting the definition of abandoned in this Title (Section 21.15.030 "Abandoned"), and
which can, under the applicable provisions of the Outdoor Advertising Act, be considered abandoned and
having no rights to remain, shall be removed immediately at the expense of either the billboard owner or
property owner. Where consistent with the Outdoor Advertising Act, the City Manager or his designee
shall have the authority to enter onto private property and cause such removal, and recover the costs of
said removal from the property owner.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)
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21.54.320 - Illegal billboards.

Illegal billboards shall have no vested rights under the Long Beach Municipal Code. Illegal billboards shall
either be brought into legal conforming status, or removed by the owner immediately, subject to any
applicable restrictions in the Outdoor Advertising Act. Where consistent with the Outdoor Advertising Act,
the City Manager or his designee shall have the authority to enter onto private property and cause such
removal, and recover the costs of said removal from the property owner.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

DIVISION IV. - NONCONFORMING BILLBOARDS

21.54.410 - Amortization of nonconforming billboards.

It is the intent of this Chapter to require the eventual elimination of existing billboards which do not
conform to the provisions of this Chapter, as allowed by the Outdoor Advertising Act. It is also the intent
of this Chapter to ensure that the elimination of nonconforming billboards occurs as expeditiously and
fairly as possible and avoids any unreasonable invasion of established property rights. Therefore an
amortization program is established as allowed under the Outdoor Advertising Act (Section 5412 et seq.,
of California Business and Professions Code).

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.420 - Removal by amortization.

A nonconforming billboard shall be removed if the billboard meets the criteria set forth in Subsection
21.54.420.B. Any billboard meeting these criteria is allowed to remain in existence seven (7) years
after notice to remove nonconforming billboard has been issued, in order that the value of the
billboard may be amortized. The adoption of this Section and Chapter shall not have the effect of
extending the time in which a billboard shall be removed if written notice of removal was given prior
to the effective date of this Section and Chapter.
Criteria. A billboard shall be removed if:

The billboard is located within an area identified as residential on the general plan land use map;
and
The billboard is located within an area zoned for residential use.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.430 - Continuation of use.

Subject to the removal requirements set forth in Section 21.54.420, a nonconforming billboard use may be
continued and change of billboard copy shall not be prohibited, provided that:

The billboard, including copy, is maintained in good repair; and
The billboard is not enlarged, and additional faces are not erected on the billboard structure.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.440 - Repair.

A legal nonconforming billboard may be repaired, provided that: a building permit is obtained for the
repair.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)

21.54.450 - Nonconforming billboards—Replacement.
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Catastrophic Damage. A nonconforming off-premises sign which is damaged by accident, storm,
earthquake, other forces of nature, fire or act of vandalism, sabotage or warfare to an extent too great to
be repaired shall not be replaced at a site where it is a nonconforming use, but may be relocated to a site
where it is a conforming use, subject to the following:

The billboard shall be of the same size or smaller, with the same number of faces or fewer, and
the billboard shall not be an electronic billboard if the destroyed billboard was not an electronic
billboard. A conditional use permit shall be required in accordance with Section 21.54.111, and
the removal requirements of Section 21.54.160 shall apply, if the replacement does not comply
with this Subsection;
All development standards of this Chapter and Title shall be met, excepting the conditional use
permit requirements of Section 21.54.111, and the removal requirements of Section 21.54.160
A building permit shall be obtained;
In cases of uncertainty as to the extent of damage to the billboard, the Long Beach Building
Official shall be authorized to determine if the billboard is catastrophically damaged; and
It shall be the responsibility of the billboard owner or the property owner to remove the
catastrophically damaged billboard within ten (10) days of the date of catastrophic damage.

(ORD-14-0006 , § 1, 2014)
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CHAPTER 21.56 - WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES

21.56.010 - Purpose and objectives.

The purpose of this Chapter is to regulate the establishment and operation of wireless
telecommunications facilities within the City of Long Beach, consistent with the General Plan, and with the
intent to:

Allow for the provision of wireless communications services adequate to serve the public's
interest within the City;
Require, to the maximum extent feasible, the co-location of wireless telecommunications
facilities;
Minimize the negative aesthetic impact of wireless telecommunications facilities, establish a fair
and efficient process for review and approval of applications, assure an integrated,
comprehensive review of environmental impacts of such facilities, and protect the health, safety
and welfare of the City of Long Beach;
Strongly encourage the location of wireless telecommunications facilities in those areas of the
City where the adverse aesthetic impact on the community is minimal;
Strongly encourage wireless telecommunications providers to configure all facilities in such a way
that minimizes displeasing aesthetics through careful design, siting, landscaping, screening, and
innovative camouflaging techniques;
Enhancing the ability of the providers of telecommunications services to provide such services to
the City quickly, effectively, and efficiently; and
Conform to all applicable federal and State laws.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.020 - Deönitions.

In addition to all those terms defined in Chapter 21.15 of the Zoning Regulations, the following terms shall
have the meanings set forth below, for the purposes of this Chapter:

"Abandoned." Notwithstanding the definition of "abandoned" in Section 21.15.030, a wireless
telecommunications facility use shall be considered abandoned if it is not in use for six (6)
consecutive months.
"Co-location" means the placement or installation of wireless telecommunications facilities,
including antennas and related equipment onto an existing wireless telecommunications facility
in the case of monopoles, or onto the same building in the case of roof/building-mounted sites or
placement in the public right-of-way.
"Co-location facility" means a wireless telecommunications facility that has been co-located
consistent with the meaning of "co-location" as defined above. It does not include the initial
installation of a new wireless telecommunications facility where previously there was none, nor
the construction of an additional monopole on a site with an existing monopole.
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"Monopole" means any single freestanding pole structure used to support wireless
telecommunications antennas or equipment at a height above the ground. This includes those
poles camouflaged to resemble natural objects.
"Residential/Institutional Planned Development (PD) District" means the following Planned
Development Districts within the City of Long Beach: PD-5 (Ocean Boulevard), PD-10 (Willmore
City), PD-11 (Rancho Estates), PD-17 (Alamitos Land), PD-20 (All Souls), and PD-25 (Atlantic
Avenue), as well as any future PDs designated as such in the PD ordinance.
"Roof/building-mounted site" means any wireless telecommunications facility, and any
appurtenant equipment, located on a rooftop or building, having no support structure such as a
monopole or other type of tower.
"Utility Pole" means any pole or tower owned by any utility company that is located in the public
right-of-way necessary for the distribution of electrical or other utility services regulated by the
California Public Utilities Commission. This does not include towers for high-voltage electrical
power transmission between generating plants and electrical substations.
"Wireless Telecommunications Facility" means equipment installed for the purpose of providing
wireless transmission of voice, data, images, or other information including but not limited to,
cellular telephone service, personal communications services, and paging services, consisting of
equipment, antennas, and network components such as towers, utility poles, transmitters, base
stations, and emergency power systems. "Wireless telecommunications facility" does not include
radio or television broadcast facilities, nor radio communications systems for government or
emergency services agencies.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.030 - Permit requirements for new wireless telecommunications facilities that are not co-
location facilities.

All new wireless telecommunications facilities that are not co-location facilities shall meet the following
standards and requirements:

A Conditional Use Permit shall be required for the initial construction and installation of all new
wireless telecommunications facilities in accordance with all Specific Procedures set forth in
Chapter 21.21 and Chapter 21.25, Division II, of the Zoning Regulations, except as modified by this
Chapter.
Roof/building-mounted Facilities. All new wireless telecommunications facilities that are not co-
location facilities that are roof/building-mounted facilities shall also be subject to Site Plan Review
in addition to the Conditional Use Permit requirement in Subsection 21.56.030.A.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.040 - Development and design standards for new wireless telecommunications facilities that
are not co-location facilities.

All new wireless telecommunications facilities shall meet the following minimum standards:

Location. New wireless telecommunications facilities shall not be located in Residential (R) or
Institutional (I) zoning districts, or Residential/Institutional Planned Development (PD) Districts (as
defined in Subsection 21.56.020.H), unless the applicant demonstrates, by a preponderance of
evidence, that a review has been conducted of other options with less environmental impact, and
no other sites or combination of sites allows feasible service or adequate capacity and coverage.
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This review shall include, but is not limited to, identification of alternative site(s) within a one (1)
mile radius of the proposed facility. See Section 21.56.050 for additional application
requirements;
Co-location required where possible. New wireless telecommunications facilities shall not be
located in areas where co-location on existing facilities would provide equivalent coverage,
network capacity, and service quality with less environmental or aesthetic impact;
Accommodation of co-location. Except where aesthetically inappropriate in the determination
of the Staff Site Plan Review Committee, new wireless telecommunications facilities shall be
constructed so as to accommodate co-location, and must be made available for co-location
unless technologically infeasible. In cases where technological infeasibility is claimed, it shall be
the responsibility of the party making such claim to demonstrate, by a preponderance of
evidence, that such co-location is, in fact, infeasible;
Additional Development and Design Standards. Wireless telecommunications facilities also
shall be subject to the additional design standards specified in Section 21.56.100

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.050 - Application requirements for new wireless telecommunications facilities that are not
co-location facilities.

In addition to the requirements set forth in Section 21.21.201 of the Zoning Regulations and Chapter 21.25
(Specific Procedures) of the Zoning Regulations, applicants for new wireless telecommunications facilities
shall submit the following materials regarding the proposed wireless telecommunications facility:

Photo simulations. Photo simulations of the facility from reasonable line-of-sight locations from
public roads or viewpoints;
Maintenance plan. A maintenance plan detailing the type and frequency of required
maintenance activities, including maintenance of landscaping and camouflaging, if applicable;
Five year build-out plan. A description of the planned maximum five (5) year build-out of the
site for the applicant's wireless telecommunications facilities, including, to the extent possible, the
full extent of wireless telecommunications facility expansion associated with future co-location
facilities by other wireless service providers. The applicant shall use best efforts to contact all
other wireless service providers known to be operating in the City upon the date of application, to
determine the demand for future co-locations at the proposed site, and, to the extent feasible,
shall provide written evidence that these consultations have taken place, and a summary of the
results, at the time of application. The City shall, within thirty (30) days of its receipt of an
application, identify any known wireless service providers that the applicant has failed to contact
and with whom the applicant must undertake their best efforts to fulfill the above consultation
and documentation requirements. The location, footprint, maximum tower height, and general
arrangement of future co-locations shall be identified by the five (5) year build-out plan. If future
co-locations are not technically feasible, a written explanation shall be provided;
Nearby facilities. Identification of existing wireless telecommunications facilities within a one (1)
mile radius of the proposed location of the new wireless telecommunications facility, and an
explanation of why co-location on these existing facilities, if any, is not feasible. This explanation
shall include such technical information and other justifications as are necessary to document the
reasons why co-location is not a viable option. The applicant shall provide a list of all existing
structures considered as alternatives to the proposed location. The applicant shall also provide a
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written explanation for why the alternatives considered were either unacceptable or infeasible. If
an existing wireless telecommunications facility was listed among the alternatives, the applicant
must specifically address why the modification of such wireless telecommunications facility is not
a viable option. The written explanation shall also state the radio frequency coverage and
capacity needs and objectives of the applicant, and shall include maps of existing coverage and
predicted new coverage with the proposed facility;
Availability for co-location. A statement that the proposed wireless telecommunications facility
is available for co-location, or an explanation of why future co-location is not technically feasible;
RF report. A radio frequency (RF) report describing the emissions of the proposed wireless
telecommunications facility. The report shall demonstrate that the emissions from the proposed
equipment as well as the cumulative emissions from the facility will not exceed the limits
established by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC);
Alternative analysis. Applications for the establishment of new wireless telecommunications
facilities inside Residential (R) or Institutional (I) zoning districts, Residential/Institutional Planned
Development (PD) Districts (as defined in Subsection 21.56.020.H), and residential or institutional
General Plan Land Use Districts (LUDs) shall be accompanied by a detailed alternatives analysis
that demonstrates that there are no feasible alternative nonresidential, non-institutional sites or
combination of nonresidential, non-institutional sites available to eliminate or substantially
reduce significant gaps in the applicant service provider's coverage or network capacity;
Height justification. An engineering certification providing technical data sufficient to justify the
proposed height of any new monopole or roof/building-mounted site;
Deposit. A cash or other sufficient deposit for a third party peer review as required by this
Chapter.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.060 - Entitlement, term, renewal and expiration.

Conditional Use Permits and other entitlements for wireless telecommunications facilities, including
approval of the five (5) year build-out plan as specified in Subsection 21.56.050.C, shall be valid for ten
(10) years following the date of final action. A ten (10)-year term is prescribed for Conditional Use
Permits for this class of land uses due to the unique nature of development, exceptional potential for
visual and aesthetic impacts, and the rapidly changing technologic aspects that differentiate wireless
telecommunications from other Conditional land uses allowed by the City. The applicant or operator
shall file for a renewal for the entitlement and pay the applicable renewal application fees six (6)
months prior to expiration of the permit with the Department of Development Services, if
continuation of the use is desired. In addition to providing the standard information and application
fees required for renewal, wireless telecommunications facility renewal applications shall provide an
updated build-out description prepared in accordance with the procedures established by Subsection
21.56.050.C.
Where required, renewals for entitlements for existing wireless telecommunications facilities and co-
location facilities constructed prior to the effective date of this Chapter are subject to the provisions of
Sections 21.56.030 through 21.56.050. Renewals of entitlements approved after the effective date of
this Chapter shall only be approved if all conditions of the original entitlement have been satisfied,
and the five (5) year build-out plan has been provided.
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If the entitlement for an existing wireless telecommunications facility has expired, applications for
modification, expansion, or co-location at that site, as well as after-the-fact renewals of entitlements
for the existing wireless telecommunications facilities, shall be subject to the standards and
procedures for new wireless telecommunications facilities set forth in Sections 21.56.030 through
21.56.050

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.070 - Permit requirements for co-location facilities.

Co-location Facilities Requiring a Conditional Use Permit. Applications for co-location will be
subject to the standards and procedures set forth for new wireless telecommunications facilities,
above (Sections 21.56.030 through 21.56.060), if any of the following apply:

No Conditional Use Permit was issued for the original wireless telecommunications facility;
The Conditional Use Permit for the original wireless telecommunications facility did not allow for
future co-location facilities or the extent of site improvements involved with the co-location
project (in this case, an application for a modification to the approved Conditional Use Permit,
subject to Planning Commission review, may be substituted for a new Conditional Use Permit); or
No environmental review was completed for the location of the original wireless
telecommunications facility that addressed the environmental impacts of future co-location
facilities (in this case, an application for a modification to the approved Conditional Use Permit,
subject to Planning Commission review, may be substituted for a new Conditional Use Permit).

Permit Requirements for Other Co-location Facilities.
Roof/building-mounted facilities with visible exterior changes. Roof/building-mounted co-location
facilities proposing visible exterior changes to the site shall be subject to Site Plan Review.
All Others. Applications for all other co-location facilities shall be subject to a building permit
approval. Prior to filing an application for a building permit for co-location, the applicant shall
demonstrate compliance with the conditions of approval, if any, of the original Conditional Use
Permit, and with all applicable provisions of this Chapter, by submitting an application to the
Department of Development Services for an administrative review as set forth in Section
21.56.090. The applicant shall not file an application for a building permit until the applicant
receives written notification that this administrative review is complete and approved. The
applicant shall pay a fee for this administrative review in the amount adopted by the City Council
in a resolution.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.080 - Development and design standards for co-location facilities.

Compliance with discretionary approvals. The co-location facility shall comply with all approvals
and conditions of the underlying (existing) discretionary permit for the wireless telecommunications
facility.
Harmonious Design. To the extent feasible, the design of co-location facilities shall also be in visual
harmony with the other wireless telecommunications facility(ies) on the site.
Additional Design Standards. Co-location facilities also shall be subject to the additional design
standards specified in Section 21.56.100

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.090 - Application requirements for co-location facilities.
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Applications that qualify for administrative review of co-location facilities in accordance with Section
21.56.070 shall be required to submit the following:

Photo simulations of the facility from reasonable line-of-sight locations from public roads or
viewpoints;
A maintenance and access plan that identifies any changes to the original maintenance and
access plan associated with the existing wireless telecommunications facility and Conditional Use
Permit;
A Radio Frequency (RF) report demonstrating that the emissions from the co-location equipment
as well as the cumulative emissions from the co-location equipment and the existing facility will
not exceed the limits established by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC);
Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit color samples, and materials
samples if requested, for the co-location equipment and any screening devices. Paint colors and
materials shall be subject to the review and approval of the Department of Development
Services. Color verification shall occur in the field after the applicant has painted the equipment
the approved color, but before the applicant schedules a final inspection.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.100 - Development and design standards for all wireless telecommunications facilities and
co-location facilities.

The following standards shall apply to all wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location facilities:

The adverse visual impact of wireless telecommunications facilities shall be avoided, minimized,
and mitigated by:

Siting new wireless telecommunications facilities outside of public viewshed whenever
feasible;
Maximizing the use of existing vegetation and natural features to cloak wireless
telecommunications facilities;
Constructing towers or monopoles no taller than necessary to provide adequate coverage,
network capacity, and service quality;
Grouping buildings, shelters, cabinets, ground lease areas, and other equipment together, to
avoid spread of these structures across a parcel or lot;
Screening wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location facilities with landscaping
consisting of drought-tolerant plant material. All ground lease areas shall be landscaped with
climbing vines on the exterior of the enclosure wall, planted not more than four (4) feet on
center. Adequate irrigation systems shall be provided for landscaping. The landscape
screening requirement may be modified or waived by the Director of Development Services
in instances where landscaping would not be appropriate; and
Painting all equipment to blend with the surrounding environment as specified in Subsection
21.56.100.C (Paint Colors).

Pole design. Use of monopoles that attempt to replicate trees or other natural objects are
strongly discouraged and shall be used only as a last resort when all other options have been
exhausted, since:

Artificial trees cannot presently be made to resemble natural trees in a sufficiently believable
and realistic fashion; and
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Such attempts to replicate nature are disingenuous by their obvious falsity and therefore
increase, rather than reduce, visual blight.

Paint colors. Paint colors for a wireless telecommunications facility and co-location facility shall
minimize the facility's visual impact by blending with the surrounding environment, terrain,
landscape, or buildings (not sky colors, as the sky is a luminous source of light at all times and no
non-luminous object can physically be made to blend with the sky). Paint colors shall be subject
to the review and approval of the Department of Development Services. Color verification shall
occur in the field after the applicant has painted the equipment in the approved color(s), but
before the applicant schedules a final inspection.
Roof/building-mounted Facilities. For roof/building-mounted wireless telecommunications
facilities and co-location facilities, the following standards also shall apply:

Antenna location.
Antennas mounted on the facade of a building are strongly discouraged, but if approved,
must be fully integrated into the architecture of the existing structure or otherwise
screened from public view. "Stealth boxes" enclosing facade antennas shall not be
considered adequate screening;
Antennas shall be mounted on building rooftops, roof decks, or penthouses whenever
feasible as a preferred alternative to facade-mounting. Antennas located on the building
rooftop shall be located above the ceiling plate of the highest occupied floor;
Antennas shall be located as far away as possible from the edge of the building or roof,
with the goal of reducing or eliminating visibility of the installation from any and all
vantage points.

Equipment location.
All equipment appurtenant to a roof/building-mounted wireless telecommunications site
shall be located inside an existing building whenever possible, to the satisfaction of the
Director of Development Services;
If it is physically impossible for equipment to be located inside an existing building and
the equipment is to be located on a building rooftop, the equipment shall be subject to
the same screening and location requirements as the antennas. If no space for the
equipment is available for lease in a building because all possible spaces are leased and
occupied, this shall constitute a physical impossibility.

Screening required.
Where physically possible, antennas and equipment shall be located entirely within an
existing architectural feature or screening device. This shall include areas used or
occupied by other wireless service providers where feasible.
All antennas and equipment mounted on a building rooftop shall be screened in a
manner that is architecturally compatible with the existing building and is otherwise
made as unobtrusive as possible. Screening shall use matching colors, materials, and
architectural styles to create a harmonious addition to the building's architecture without
disrupting its form, volume, massing, or balance.
All antennas, including panel antennas, microwave antennas, GPS antennas, any other
antennas, and all other equipment mounted on the building, shall be concealed behind
the screening device on all sides such that the antennas and appurtenant equipment is



d.

e.

4.

E.

F.

G.

1.

2.

3.

not visible from the exterior of the subject property, from other property, or the public
right-of-way.
All cable trays and cable runs shall be located within existing building walls whenever
physically possible. Cable trays and runs on the facade of a building are strongly
discouraged. Any facade-mounted cable trays and runs shall be painted and textured to
match the building and shall be mounted as close to the facade surface as possible, with
no discernible gap between. Cable trays and runs mounted on a roof deck and below the
height of the parapet wall or screening device shall be exempt from this requirement,
provided they are fully screened by the parapet wall or screening device. Exposed cable
trays and runs on a sloped roof are prohibited.
At the discretion of the Staff Site Plan Review Committee, part or all of a proposed
roof/building-mounted wireless telecommunications facility or co-location facility may be
exempted from screening requirements if the best feasible screening design would
result in greater negative visual impacts than if part or all of the proposed installation
were unscreened.

Restriction on Historic Landmark structures. Installation of a roof/building-mounted wireless
telecommunications facility or co-location facility at a City-designated Historic Landmark shall
make no changes to the external appearance of the building unless approved by the Cultural
Heritage Commission.

Non-reflective materials. The exteriors of wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location
facilities shall be constructed of non-reflective materials.
Underlying setbacks. Wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location facilities shall
comply with all the setback requirements of the underlying zoning district(s), except as modified
by this Chapter.
Height. Facilities subject to the provisions of this Chapter may be built and used to a greater
height than the limit established for the zoning district in which the structure is located, except as
otherwise provided below:

No monopole or other freestanding structure shall ever exceed a maximum height of one
hundred twenty feet (120') in any zoning district. In any Residential (R) or Institutional (I)
zoning district, or Residential/Institutional Planned Development (PD) district (as defined in
Subsection 21.56.020.H), no monopole or other freestanding structure shall exceed a
maximum height of fifty-five feet (55'). However, if an applicant demonstrates that the
monopole or structure will accommodate a minimum of two (2) carriers, the site may be
permitted at a maximum height of sixty feet (60'); or the applicant demonstrates that the
monopole or structure will accommodate three (3) carriers, the site may be permitted at a
maximum height of sixty-five feet (65');
A roof/building-mounted wireless telecommunications facility shall not exceed the maximum
height allowed in the applicable zoning district, or ten (10) feet above the building roof deck,
whichever is higher, except that in any R-1, R-2, or R-3 district, no roof/building-mounted site
shall exceed the maximum height for structures allowed in that district;
Notwithstanding the height limits set forth in the preceding Sections, for facilities to be
mounted on towers used for high-voltage electrical power transmission between generating
plants and electrical substations (not utility poles), the antennas may be mounted as high as
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necessary on the tower, provided that the top of the highest antenna is not higher than the
top of the existing tower.

Accessory buildings. In any zoning district, accessory buildings in support of the operation of the
wireless telecommunications facility or co-location facility may be constructed, provided that they
comply with the development standards set forth for accessory structures for the zoning district
in which the site is located.
Footprint. The overall footprint of each wireless telecommunications facility shall be as small as
possible, to the satisfaction of the Staff Site Plan Review Committee.
Generators and emergency power. Diesel generators are allowed as an emergency power
source, although they are discouraged. When a feasible alternative technology for permanent on-
site backup power becomes available (for example, fuel cells) the Department of Development
Services may require the use of such technology in lieu of a diesel generator, unless the applicant
provides written documentation explaining why such an alternative is not feasible. All generator
installations shall comply with all containment requirements of the applicable Fire and Building
Codes, without exception.
Ground lease area enclosures and landscaping. If equipment appurtenant to a facility is to be
located in a ground lease area, the lease area shall be enclosed by a CMU block wall, or other
appropriate fence, to the satisfaction of the Staff Site Plan Review Committee. The fence shall be
of a minimum height of six feet six inches (6'6") in residential districts, and eight feet (8') in other
districts, unless waived at the discretion of the Director of Development Services in cases of
infeasibility. The exterior of all ground lease areas shall be landscaped with drought-tolerant
plant material, and adequate irrigation systems shall be provided for landscaping. Climbing vines
shall be provided on the exterior of the enclosure wall, planted not more than four (4) feet on
center. This landscaping requirement may be modified or waived by the Director of Development
Services in instances where landscaping would not be appropriate.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.110 - Performance standards for all wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location
facilities.

No use may be conducted in a manner that, in the determination of the Director of Development Services,
does not meet the performance standards below:

Lighting. Wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location facilities shall not be lighted or
marked unless required by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), or the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).
Licensing. The applicant or operator shall file, receive, and maintain all necessary licenses and
registrations from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC) and any other applicable regulatory bodies prior to initiating the operation of
the wireless telecommunications facility. The applicant shall supply the Department of
Development Services with evidence of these licenses and registrations prior to approval of a
final inspection. If any required license is ever revoked, the operator shall inform the Department
of Development Services of the revocation within ten (10) days of receiving notice of such
revocation.



D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.

Building permit required. Once a Conditional Use Permit or other applicable entitlement is
obtained, the applicant shall obtain a building permit and shall build in accordance with the
approved plans.
Power connection. The project's final electrical inspection and approval of connection to
electrical power shall be dependent upon the applicant obtaining a permanent and operable
power connection.
Removal after end of use. The wireless telecommunications facility, and/or co-location facility, if
present, and all equipment associated therewith shall be removed in its entirety by the operator,
at the operator's sole expense, within ninety (90) days of a FCC or CPUC license or registration
revocation or if the facility is abandoned (per Subsection 21.56.020.A) or no longer needed. The
site shall be restored to its pre-installation condition and, where necessary, re-vegetate to blend
in with the surrounding area. In the case of roof/building-mounted facilities, all antennas,
equipment, screening devices, support structures, cable runs, and other appurtenant equipment
shall be removed and the building shall be restored to its to its pre-installation condition.
Restoration and re-vegetation shall be completed within two (2) months of removal of the facility;
hence a maximum of five (5) months from abandonment of the facility to completion of
restoration. Facilities not removed within these time limits shall be removed immediately. The
City shall not be responsible to provide notice that removal is required under the provisions of
this Chapter.
Maintenance. Wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location facilities shall be
maintained by the permittee(s) and subsequent owners in a manner that implements all of the
applicable requirements of this Chapter and all other applicable zoning and development
standards set forth in Title 21, and all permit conditions of approval. Site and landscaping
maintenance shall be the responsibility of the property owner, who may designate an agent,
including the operator, to carry out this maintenance.
Noise. All construction and operation activities shall comply with Chapter 8.80 (Noise Ordinance)
of the Long Beach Municipal Code and any applicable conditions of approval.
Use of backup power sources. The use of diesel generators or any other emergency backup
power sources shall comply with Chapter 8.80 of the Long Beach Municipal Code (Noise
Ordinance). The use of backup power sources shall be limited to actual power-outage
emergencies and any operation necessary for testing and maintenance. Permanent or
continuous use of backup power sources is prohibited.
RF report. Within forty-five (45) days of commencement of operations, the applicant for the
wireless communications facility shall provide (at the applicant's expense) the Development
Services Department with a report, prepared by a qualified expert, indicating that the actual radio
frequency emissions of the operating facility, measured at the property line or nearest point of
public access and in the direction of maximum radiation from each antenna, is in compliance with
the standards established by the Federal Communications Commission. This report shall include
emissions from all co-location facilities, if any, at the site as well. The applicant shall subsequently
provide such report to the City within forty-five (45) days following any change in design, number
of antennas, operation, or other significant change in circumstances, or when such a report is
otherwise required by the FCC, to the satisfaction of the Director of Development Services.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.120 - Additional requirements and standards for wireless telecommunications facilities and
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co-location facilities in the coastal zone.

Location. New wireless telecommunications facilities shall not be located between the first public
highway and the sea or bay, unless no feasible alternative exists, and the facility is not visible from a
public location, or will be attached to an existing structure in a manner that does not significantly alter
(in the determination of the Staff Site Plan Review Committee) the exterior appearance of the existing
structure.
Local coastal program requirements. New wireless telecommunications facilities shall comply with
all applicable policies, standards, and regulations of the Local Coastal Program (LCP).
Coastal permit required. The necessary Coastal Development Permit or Local Coastal Development
Permit shall be obtained.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.130 - Requirements and standards for wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location
facilities in the public right-of-way.

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to:
Provide a uniform and comprehensive set of standards for the development, siting, installation,
and operation of Wireless Telecommunications Facilities in the limited physical resources and
capacity of the available Public Right-of-Way of the City of Long Beach in such a manner to not
unreasonably discriminate, and to be competitively neutral, and non-exclusive as to the extent
required under applicable law;
Encourage open competition and the provision of advanced and high quality telecommunications
services on the widest possible basis to the businesses, institutions, and residents of the City;
Encourage economic development while preserving aesthetic and other community values and
preventing proliferation of above ground wireless telecommunication equipment;
To promote the public health, safety, convenience, and general welfare of the City's residents,
and to protect historical resources, property values and the aesthetic appearance of the City of
Long Beach.

Department of Development Services Review. The Director of Public Works shall refer all
applications for wireless telecommunications facilities and co-location facilities in the public right-of-
way to the Department of Development Services for review.
Definitions.
Public Right-of-way. "Public right-of-way" or "PROW" means any public highway, street, alley, sidewalk,
parkway, and all extensions or additions thereto which is either owned, operated, or controlled by the
City, or is subject to an easement or dedication to the City, or is a privately owned area within City's
jurisdiction which is not yet dedicated, but is designated as a proposed public right-of-way on a
tentative subdivision map approved by the City.

Permit requirements for wireless telecommunications facilities in the public right-of-way.
Prior to the issuance of construction permits for any new, co-located, modified or expanded
wireless telecommunication facility within the public right-of-way, an administrative review and
approval from the Planning Bureau shall be required to ensure compliance with this Chapter. All
such applications shall be reviewed and approved by the Directors of Development Services and
Public Works or their respective designees. The Director of Development Services shall issue a
Notice of Final Action with the results of this administrative review. The Applicant shall pay a fee
for this administrative review in the amount adopted by the City Council in a resolution.
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If the facility is to be installed on an existing utility pole, street light or traffic signal the Applicant
shall provide proof that the pole is either a) owned and controlled by the Joint Pole Commission
("JPC") and that the Applicant is a member of the JPC with attachment rights or b) that the owner
of the pole has authorized the installation.
The applicant shall submit a copy of the certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN)
issued by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to the applicant, and a copy of the
CPUC decision that authorizes the applicant to provide the telecommunications service for which
the facilities are proposed to be constructed in the City's public right-of-way. Any applicant that,
prior to 1996, provided telecommunications service under administratively equivalent
documentation issued by the CPUC may submit copies of that documentation in lieu of a CPCN.
The applicant shall submit a copy of the certified environmental document from the CPUC
covering the applicant's proposed telecommunication facilities with the City, including all
mitigation measures as required by the CPUC pursuant to the required environmental analysis.
The City's issuance of a standard permit will be conditioned upon the applicant's compliance with
all applicable mitigation measures and monitoring requirements imposed by the CPUC upon the
applicant.
Prior to the installation of any new or expanded wireless telecommunication facility within the
public right-of-way, the applicant shall obtain the appropriate permits (e.g., encroachment and
traffic control permits) from the Department of Public Works. The applicant shall provide a
written justification as to the need and authority by which it has a right to place its facilities within
the public right-of-way.

Development and design standards for wireless telecommunications facilities in the public
right-of-way.

No interference with public right-of-way. In no case shall any part of a wireless
telecommunication facility alter vehicular circulation or parking within the public right-of-way, nor
shall it impede vehicular and/or pedestrian access or visibility along any public right-of-way. No
permittee shall locate or maintain telecommunication facilities to unreasonably interfere with the
use of City property or the public right-of-way by the City, by the general public or by other
persons authorized to use or be present in or upon the public right-of-way. Unreasonable
interference includes disruption to vehicular or pedestrian traffic on City property or the public
right-of-way, interference with public utilities, and any such other activities that will present a
hazard to public health, safety or welfare when alternative methods of construction would result
in less disruption. All such facilities shall be moved by the permittee, at the permittee's cost,
temporarily or permanently, as determined by the Director of Public Works or Director of
Development Services.
Location. All wireless telecommunication facilities shall be designed and located to eliminate or
substantially reduce their visual and aesthetic impacts upon the surrounding public rights-of-way
and public vantage points. To accomplish this goal, all wireless telecommunication equipment
shall be developed with the intent of locating and designing such facilities in the following
manner and order of preference (from top to bottom):

Antennas:
On an existing public utility pole;
On an existing street light or traffic signal standard;
On a new public utility pole.
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Equipment:
Mounted on the subject pole;
In an existing ground-mounted (grade-level) equipment cabinet, with no expansion or
additional cabinets to be added;
Within a below-grade equipment vault;
Within a new equipment enclosure mounted at grade. However, this is strongly
discouraged. If the applicant proposes to mount new equipment at grade, a written
explanation shall be provided describing why other mounting options are not feasible.

Site location:
Within alleys;
Within the public right-of-way and not requiring the removal of existing parkway trees,
reduction of the size of any parkway landscape planters, and not requiring any
modifications to the existing location of any infrastructure within the public right-of-way;
Within the parkway landscaping and requiring only minor alterations to the existing
parkway landscaping (including planter size) and/or infrastructure;
All wireless telecommunication facility antennas, equipment and related infrastructure
shall be prohibited in all center street medians, whether landscaped or not;
In Residential Zoning Districts or Residential Planned Development Districts, only one (1)
wireless telecommunications facility and associated equipment shall be permitted within
the public right-of-way within a three hundred foot (300') radius. Any wireless
telecommunications facility which is co-located with another wireless
telecommunications facility shall be exempt from this requirement. However, no more
than two (2) wireless telecommunications facilities shall be located on one (1) pole;
The applicant shall not install a new utility on a public right-of-way where there presently
are no overhead utility facilities unless the CPUC has authorized the applicant to install
such facilities and that the applicant has demonstrated by the preponderance of the
evidence that no other viable options exist.

Height:
Antenna installations on existing City infrastructure shall not exceed the height of the existing
infrastructure piece by more than five feet (5') unless approved by the City Engineer and
Director of Public Works after a finding is made that a greater height would promote the
aesthetic or safety concerns of the City;
For facilities proposed for placement on a new pole in the public right-of-way, the height to
the top of the highest element shall not exceed the average height of utility poles on the
same block as the subject site by more than five feet (5'). In cases of uncertainty, the Zoning
Administrator shall have the authority to determine the applicable height limit;
Overhead equipment shall be a minimum of eight feet (8') above level of sidewalk for public
safety reasons.

Design:
Any pole to be installed in the public right-of-way shall be disguised to resemble a utility pole
or street light to the maximum extent possible. All antennas, where feasible, shall be
screened behind a cylindrical screening device of a diameter no more than fifty percent (50%)
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greater than that of the pole. All antennas and screening devices shall be painted or finished
to match the pole. The provisions of Subsection 21.56.100.C (Paint Colors) shall apply;
Panel antennas shall utilize brackets and/or cross-arms that allow no more than a six-inch
(6") extension (stand-off) from the pole except when additional stand-off is required to
comply with health and safety regulations such as GEO-95 and OSHA;
Antenna installations on existing City infrastructure shall be placed in a manner so that the
size, appearance and function of the final installation is essentially identical to the installation
prior to the antenna installation taking place;
No faux or otherwise nonfunctioning street lights, decorative elements, signs, clock towers,
or artificial trees or shrubs or other such nonfunctioning screening elements made to
resemble other objects shall be permitted;
Wireless telecommunications facility equipment located above the surface grade in the public
right-of-way including, but not limited to those on certain street lights or traffic signal
standards, shall consist of small equipment components that are compatible in structure,
scale, function and proportion to the streetlights and traffic signals they are mounted on.
Equipment shall be painted or otherwise coated to be visually compatible with lighting and
signal equipment. Underground vaults shall employ flush-to-grade access portals and vents.
Installations on City owned or controlled streetlights and other public facilities shall be
subject to applicable administrative and rental fees as adopted by resolution of the City
Council;
Facilities shall be designed to be as visually unobtrusive as possible. Applicant shall size
antennas, mast arms, cabinet equipment and other facilities to minimize visual clutter.
Facilities shall be sited to avoid or minimize obstruction of views from public vantage points
and otherwise minimize the negative aesthetic impacts of the public right-of-way;
Proposed facilities shall be located and designed for co-location to the maximum extent
possible.

Other requirements.
Street trees. The City may require that the applicant plant and maintain street trees adjacent
to the wireless telecommunications facility if the applicant's equipment occupies space at
street level. All street trees shall be selected from the list of permitted species maintained by
the Department of Public Works, and shall be installed under a Public Works permit, to the
satisfaction of the Director of Public Works.
Permittee shall install and maintain permitted wireless telecommunications facilities in
compliance with the requirements of the Uniform Building, National Electrical Code, City
noise standards and other applicable codes, as well as other restrictions specified in this
Chapter.
The proposed wireless telecommunications facility and its location shall comply with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Signs.
There shall be no advertising or signage on any portion of a wireless telecommunication
facility, except that required by law and/or as may be required by the City of Long Beach.
Identification. Each wireless telecommunication facility shall be identified by a permanently
installed plaque or marker, no larger than four inches (4") by six inches (6"), clearly identifying
the addresses, email contact information, and twenty-four (24) hour local or toll-free contact
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telephone numbers for a live contact person for both the permittee and the agent
responsible for the maintenance of the wireless telecommunications facility. Emergency
contact information shall be included for immediate response. Such information shall be
updated in the event of a change in the permittee, the agency responsible for maintenance
of the wireless telecommunication facility, or both.

Performance standards for wireless telecommunications facilities in the public right-of-way. All
wireless telecommunications facilities in the public right-of-way shall be subject to the performance
standards enumerated in Section 21.56.110, in addition to the following:

Interference. No wireless telecommunication facility shall interfere with any emergency
communication system at any time.
Compliance with regulations. Wireless telecommunication facilities shall comply with all local,
State and federal regulatory requirements.
Graffiti. All graffiti on any components of the wireless telecommunications facility shall be
removed promptly in accordance with City regulations. Graffiti on any facility in the public right-
of-way must be removed within twenty-four (24) hours of its appearance.
Landscaping. All landscaping attendant to the wireless telecommunications facility, including
landscaping of the public right-of-way, shall be maintained in good, healthy condition at all times.
Any dead or dying landscaping and shall be promptly replaced or rehabilitated.
Repair of public right-of-way. The permittee/operator shall repair, at its sole cost and expense,
any damage (including, but not limited to subsidence, cracking, erosion, collapse, weakening, or
loss of lateral support) to City streets, sidewalks, walks, curbs, gutters, trees, parkways, or utility
lines and systems, underground utility line and systems, or sewer systems or sewer lines that
results from any activities performed in connection with the installation and/or maintenance of a
wireless telecommunications facility by Permittee. In the event Permittee fails to complete said
repair within the number of days stated on a written notice by the Director of Public Works, the
Director of Public Works shall cause said repair to be completed and shall invoice the permittee
for all costs incurred by City as a result of such repair.
Replacement of Equipment. During the term of a public right-of-way wireless
telecommunications site permit, a permittee may replace equipment that is part of a permitted
wireless facility provided that the replacement equipment would be of the same size and
appearance as the previously permitted equipment. The permittee shall notify the Department of
Development Services and the Department of Public Works prior to replacing or adding any
equipment, and shall not install the proposed equipment unless and until the Department of
Development Services notifies permittee in writing that the Department has determined that the
proposed replacement equipment complies with the requirements of this Section, and until all
required permits have been obtained.
Abandonment. The owner or operator of the wireless telecommunications site shall notify the
Department of Development Services in writing upon abandonment of the facility. The wireless
telecommunications facility and all equipment associated therewith shall be removed in its
entirety by the operator within ninety (90) days of a FCC or CPUC license or registration
revocation or of facility abandonment (per Subsection 21.56.020.A) or other discontinuation of
use. The site shall be restored to its pre-installation condition to the satisfaction of the Directors
of Public Works and Development Services at the expense of the facility owner or operator.
Restoration shall be completed within two (2) months of removal of the facility; hence a
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maximum of five (5) months from abandonment of the facility to completion of restoration. If
such removal is not completed within these time limits, the Director of Public Works shall be
authorized to cause such removal to be completed and shall invoice the permittee for all costs
incurred by City as a result of such removal.
Indemnification. Every permittee of a Wireless Telecommunications Facility in the public right-of-
way shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the City of Long Beach, its City Council, officers,
and employees to the maximum extend permitted by law, from any loss or liability or damage,
including expenses and costs, for bodily or personal injury, and for property damage sustained by
any person as a result of the installation, use or maintenance of the applicant's Facility subject to
this Chapter.
Insurance. The permittee shall obtain, pay for and maintain, in full force and effect through the
term of the permit, an insurance policy or policies that fully protects the City from claims and
suits for bodily injury and property damage. The insurance must be issued in the amount or
amounts, which the City Attorney or Risk Manager determines. The insurance must afford
coverage for the permittee or wireless provider's use, operation and activity, vehicles, equipment,
facility, representatives, agents and employees, as determined by the City's Risk Manager. Before
issuance of any permit, the applicant shall furnish the City with certificates of insurance and
endorsements, in the form satisfactory to the City Attorney or the Risk Manager, evidencing the
coverage required by the City.
City Changes to Public Right-of-Way. The permittee shall modify, remove, or relocate its
Wireless Telecommunications Facility, or portion thereof, without cost or expense to the City, if

and when made necessary by any street or alley reconstruction, widening, relocation or vacation,
the undergrounding of utilities, or any other construction in the public right-of-way negatively
impacted by the wireless telecommunications facilities as installed, to the maximum degree
consistent with the regulations at the California Public Utility Commission. Said modification,
removal, or relocation of a wireless telecommunications facility shall be completed within ninety
(90) days of notification by City unless exigencies dictate a shorter period for removal or
relocation. In the event a wireless telecommunications facility is not modified, removed, or
relocated within said period of time, City may cause the same to be done at the sole expense of
applicant. Further, in the event of an emergency, the City may modify, remove, or relocate
wireless telecommunications facilities without prior notice to applicant provided applicant is
notified within a reasonable period thereafter.

Application Requirements. All applications for wireless telecommunication facilities located wholly
or partly within the public right-of-way shall be submitted to the Director of Development Services
and the Director of Public Works and shall be accompanied with the following:

A site plan illustrating the exact location and size of all proposed wireless telecommunication
facility antennas, equipment and related infrastructure necessary for its operation within the
public right-of-way;
A fully dimensioned and scaled site plan that illustrates the following information within one
hundred fifty feet (150') of the proposed wireless telecommunication facility:

The distances between all new and existing wireless telecommunication equipment and all
other infrastructure within the public right-of-way such as, but not limited to, other existing
telecommunication equipment, utility poles, light poles, fire hydrants, bus stops, traffic
signals and above and below ground utility equipment vault(s);
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The distance and location of adjoining property lines and easement boundaries abutting the
public right-of-way, curbs, driveway approaches, easements, walls, existing utility
substructures, and parkway trees from the wireless telecommunication facility;
The immediate adjacent land uses and building locations;
The dedicated width of the public right-of-way;
The location of all existing sidewalks and parkway landscape planters.

All conduit locations between the wireless telecommunication antennas and the infrastructure
necessary to operate the antennas;
A detailed photograph of the exact location of all proposed wireless telecommunication facility
antennas, equipment and related infrastructure within the public right-of-way. Additional
photographs shall also be provided to document the existing setting of the wireless
telecommunication facility within one hundred fifty feet (150') to the north, south, east and west
of the proposed facility with a corresponding location map key documenting where each
photograph was taken;
Propagation/coverage maps as required by Subsection 21.56.050.D;
A radio-frequency (RF) study prepared by a qualified, independent, RF engineer, deemed
acceptable to the City, documenting that the new or modified telecommunication facility will not
exceed maximum RF emission limits, as set by the Federal Communication Commission, for
maximum human exposure. The RF study shall include all proposed and existing
telecommunication antennas at maximum operational capacity;
Any additional information deemed necessary by the Director of Public Works and/or Director of
Development Services to evaluate the proposed telecommunication facility and its construction
impact to the existing infrastructure and design of the public right-of-way;
Each permittee, as a condition of the Wireless telecommunication permit, shall obtain, keep, and
maintain a performance bond in an amount as determined by the City Engineer adequate to
guarantee to the City the prompt, faithful and competent performance of the proposed work
necessary to install the proposed telecommunication facility and restoration of the public right-
of-way.

Entitlement, term, renewal, and expiration.
Permits for wireless telecommunications facilities in the public right-of-way, shall be valid for ten
(10) years following the date of final action. A ten (10)-year term is prescribed for permits for this
class of land use, due to the unique nature of development, exceptional potential for visual and
aesthetic impacts, and the rapidly changing technologic aspects that differentiate wireless
telecommunications from other land uses allowed by the City. The applicant or operator shall file
for a renewal of the entitlement and pay the applicable renewal application fees of the
Department of Development Services and the Department of Public Works six (6) months prior to
expiration, if continuation of the use is desired. In addition to providing the standard information
and application fees required for renewal, renewal applications for wireless telecommunications
sites in the public right-of-way shall include all application requirements set forth in this Chapter.
Where required, renewals of entitlements for existing wireless telecommunications facilities in
the public right-of-way constructed prior to the effective date of this Chapter are subject to the
provisions of Subsection 21.56.130.H.1. Renewals of permits approved after the effective date of
this Chapter shall only be approved if the subject site is in full compliance with the provisions of
this Chapter.
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If the entitlement for an existing wireless telecommunications facility has expired, applications for
co-location at that site, as well as after-the-fact renewals of entitlements for the existing wireless
telecommunications facilities, shall be subject to the standards and procedures for new wireless
telecommunications facilities in the public right-of-way, as set forth in this Section.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.140 - Additional requirements and standards for wireless telecommunications facilities
located in Park Zoning Districts.

For the purpose of this ordinance the term Park Zoning District shall include those areas of the City
regulated and established pursuant to Chapter 21.35 of this Code.
Installation of Wireless Telecommunications Facilities in Park Districts must be pursuant to a lease or
permit approved by the City Council. For those parks under the jurisdiction of the City's Parks and
Recreation Commission, the matter shall first be submitted to the Commission for its
recommendation. A Conditional Use Permit shall not be required.
Prior to the City Council considering any lease or permit of Park District land for a Wireless
Telecommunications Facility, the matter shall first be submitted to the Site Plan Review Committee in
accordance with Chapter 21.25 of this Code. The Site Plan Review Committee shall impose reasonable
conditions of approval, which shall include the minimum development, design and performance
standards set forth in this Chapter.
Application for Site Plan review in a Park Zoning District shall be in accordance with Section 21.56.050,
or Section 21.56.090, if it is to be a co-location facility.
All Site Plan Review proceedings conducted in accordance with this Section shall be subject to the
Administrative Procedures set forth in Chapter 21.21, and the specific procedures set forth in Section
21.25.501 et seq. relative to site plan reviews.
In order to effectuate parity between those Wireless Telecommunications Facilities located in Park
Zoning Districts and those located elsewhere in the City, a fee equivalent to that established by the
City Council for the processing and issuance of a Conditional Use Permit shall be charged.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.150 - Other provisions.

Temporary Wireless Telecommunication Facilities. Installation, maintenance, or operation of any
temporary wireless telecommunications site is prohibited except as allowed under a special events
permit necessary during a special event authorized by Chapter 5.60 of the LBMC, or during a
government-declared emergency.
Illegal facilities. Illegal wireless telecommunications facilities or co-location facilities have no vested
rights and shall either be brought into legal conforming status in accordance with this Chapter and
Title 21 of the Long Beach Municipal Code, or shall be removed.
Modifications to Wireless Telecommunications Facilities. Any modification to a wireless
telecommunications facility or co-location facility, including but not limited to replacement of
antennas, installation of additional antennas, installation of additional equipment cabinets,
installation of a backup generator, paint or camouflage changes, and other physical changes to the
facility, shall require, at a minimum, an administrative approval, and, if necessary, a building permit
from the Department of Development Services. Prior to issuance of any approval for modification, the
applicant shall submit an application for an administrative review to determine the compliance of the
proposed modification with this Chapter and the existing Conditional Use Permit or other entitlement.
For sites not subject to Section 21.56.130 (located in the public right-of-way), applications for
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modification will be subject to the standards and procedures set forth for new wireless
telecommunications facilities, as specified in Sections 21.56.030 through 21.56.060, if any of the
following apply:

No Conditional Use Permit was issued for the original wireless telecommunications facility;
The Conditional Use Permit for the original wireless telecommunications facility did not allow for
future modification or the extent of site improvements involved with the modification project (in
this case, an application for a modification to the approved Conditional Use Permit, subject to
Planning Commission review, may be substituted for a new Conditional Use Permit); or
No environmental review was completed for the location of the original wireless
telecommunications facility that addressed the environmental impacts of future modifications (in
this case, an application for a modification to the approved Conditional Use Permit, subject to
Planning Commission review, may be substituted for a new Conditional Use Permit).

Peer Review.
The Director of Development Services is authorized to retain on behalf of the City an independent
technical expert to peer review any application for a Wireless Telecommunications Facility Permit
if reasonably necessary, as determined by the Director. The review is intended to be a review of
technical aspects of the proposed Wireless Telecommunications Facility and shall address all of
the following:

Compliance with applicable radio frequency emission standards;
Whether any requested exception is necessary to close a significant gap in coverage, increase
network capacity, or maintain service quality and is the least intrusive means of doing so;
The accuracy and completeness of submissions;
Technical demonstration of the unavailability of alternative sites or configurations and/or
coverage analysis;
The applicability of analysis techniques and methodologies;
The validity of conclusions reached;
The compatibility of any required architectural screening;
Technical data submitted by the applicant to justify the proposed height of any new
installation including monopoles or roof/building mounted sites; and
Any specific technical issues designated by the City.

Appeals.
Appeals from the decision(s) of the Director of Development Services or designee, and the Staff
Site Plan Review Committee, shall be to the Planning Commission.
Appeals from the decision(s) of the Planning Commission shall be to the City Council.
All appeals shall be in accordance with the provisions of Title 21 related to Appeals.

Revocation. The Planning Commission may, after a duly noticed public hearing, revoke, modify or
suspend any Wireless Telecommunications Permit on any one (1) or more of the following grounds:

That the Wireless Telecommunications Permit was obtained by fraud or misrepresentation;
That the Wireless Telecommunications Permit granted is being, or within the recent past has
been, exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval or in violation of any statute,
ordinance, law or regulation; or
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That the use permitted by the Wireless Telecommunications Permit is being, or within the recent
past has been, exercised so as to be detrimental to the public health or safety or as to constitute
a nuisance.

Findings. A Conditional Use Permit, Site Plan Review, or Modification for a Wireless
Telecommunications Facility or Co-location Facility may be granted only if the following findings are
made by the designated reviewing body or person, in addition to any findings applicable under
Chapter 21.25

The proposed Wireless Telecommunications Facility has been designed to achieve compatibility
with the community to the maximum extent reasonably feasible;
An alternative configuration will not increase community compatibility or is not reasonably
feasible;
The location of the Wireless Telecommunications Facility on alternative sites will not increase
community compatibility or is not reasonably feasible;
The proposed facility is necessary to close a significant gap in coverage, increase network
capacity, or maintain service quality, and is the least intrusive means of doing so;
The applicant has submitted a statement of its willingness to allow other wireless service
providers to co-locate on the proposed Wireless Telecommunications Facility wherever
technically and economically feasible and where co-location would not harm community
compatibility; and
Noise generated by equipment will not be excessive, annoying nor be detrimental to the public
health, safety, and welfare.

Transfer or Change of Ownership/Operator. Upon assignment or transfer of an already approved
Wireless Telecommunications Facility or any rights under that permit, the owner and/or current
operator of the Facility shall within thirty (30) days of such assignment or transfer provide written
notification to the Director of Development Services of the date of the transfer and the identity of the
transferee. The Director may require submission of any supporting materials or documentation
necessary to determine that the proposed use is in compliance with the existing permit and all of its
conditions including, but not limited to, statements, photographs, plans, drawings, models, and
analysis by a State-licensed radio frequency engineer demonstrating compliance with all applicable
regulations and standards of the Federal Telecommunications Commission and the California Public
Utilities Commission. If the Director determines that the proposed operation is not consistent with the
existing permit, the Director shall notify the applicant who may revise the application or apply for
modification of the permit pursuant to the requirements of this Chapter.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)

21.56.160 - Severability Clause.

If any provision or clause of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is
held to be unconstitutional or to be otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
invalidity shall not affect other article provisions or clauses or applications, and to this end the provisions
and clauses of this ordinance are declared to be severable.

(ORD-11-0011, § 8, 2011)
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CHAPTER 21.57 - ALCOHOL NUISANCE ABATEMENT

21.57.010 - [Title.]

These provisions shall be known as the Alcohol Nuisance Abatement "Deemed Approved" Ordinance.

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)

21.57.020 - De�nitions.

"Liquor store" means any business selling general alcoholic beverages, also known as sale of distilled
spirits or hard liquor, for off-premises consumption under a "Type 21 License" of the California
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control. Liquor store does not include a business selling only beer
and/or wine for off-premises consumption.

"Performance Standards" means the regulations prescribed below for liquor store activities with
deemed approved status. An establishment must comply with the performance standards in order to
retain its deemed approved status. Such compliance shall be determined by the City of Long Beach, and
includes the following:

The use does not result in any adverse effects, jeopardize, or endanger the health, peace, or
safety of persons residing, visiting, or working in the surrounding area;
The use is operated and maintained in accordance with all applicable local, state, or federal
codes, laws, rules, regulations and statutes including those of the ABC, the City's General Plan,
and all zoning or nuisance regulations of the City;
The use is operated and maintained in a neat, quiet, and orderly condition and operated in a
manner so as not to be detrimental to surrounding properties and occupants. This shall
encompass the upkeep and maintenance of exterior facades of the building, landscaping,
designated parking areas serving the use, fences, and the perimeter of the site, including all
public sidewalks, alleys, and parkways;
The use does not result in repeated nuisance activities, as defined in Chapter 9.37 of this Code on
or near the premises, including but not limited to disturbance of the peace, illegal drug activity,
public drunkenness, drinking in public, harassment of passersby, gambling, prostitution, sale of
stolen goods, public urination, theft, assaults, batteries, acts of vandalism, excessive littering,
loitering, graffiti, illegal parking, excessive loud noises especially in the late night or early morning
hours, traffic violations, curfew violations, lewd conduct, or police detentions and arrests;
The use provides exterior lighting and security measures to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police
including:

Exterior lighting consisting of high-pressure sodium or equivalent type, with a minimum
illumination intensity of a 1.25 foot-candle. All exterior light fixtures shall be vandal resistant,
installed on exterior walls, and should be the type with proper cut-offs to avoid glare and
night sky glow. Exterior lighting shall clearly illuminate the building address, all parking,
driving, and walking surfaces, and exterior doors during the hours of darkness. Activation of
the required exterior lighting shall be either by a photocell device or a time clock. Any broken
or burned out lights shall be required to be replaced within seventy-two (72) hours;
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Security cameras providing full camera coverage of all entries and exits into the building and
full camera coverage of all public rights-of-way and private parking areas provided by the
business. Cameras must record in color with output of at least four hundred eighty (480)
lines resolution. Recordings shall be retained for no less than thirty (30) days on an IP-
configurable Digital Video Recorder (DVR) or digital storage setup with a public IP address.
The surveillance system username and password shall be provided to the Long Beach Police
Department.

No more than ten percent (10%) of the square footage of the windows and transparent doors of
the premises shall be allowed to bear advertising, signs or any other obstructions including
products, shelving, display items and/or coolers. All advertising, signage, product, shelving,
display items and/or coolers shall be placed and maintained to ensure a clear and unobstructed
view of the establishment's interior. Window signs displaying prices shall be prohibited. No
advertising or signage shall be placed in the area above three (3) feet or below six (6) feet in
height of all windows measured from grade.
All existing publicly accessible exterior pay telephones shall be removed, including the housing of
the pay telephone. No new publicly accessible exterior pay telephone may be located on any
private property or any public right-of-way adjacent to a deemed approved liquor store activity.
Any graffiti found on the walls, fences, pavement or buildings shall be removed within twenty-
four (24) hours of its appearance on the property.
The building address shall be displayed on all sides of the building facing a public right-of-way,
including an alley, and clearly visible from each public right-of-way, including the alley.
A copy of these performance standards, additional City or ABC imposed operating conditions, and
a twenty-four (24) hour complaint telephone number shall be posted in a conspicuous and
unobstructed place visible from the entrance of the establishment in public view.

"Deemed Approved Liquor Store" means any commercial land use where the sale of beer, wine, or
distilled spirits was a legal nonconforming use prior to the effective date of this Chapter.

"Nonconforming use" or "Nonconformity," for the purposes of this Chapter, means a building which
was lawfully established but which, due to the application of this Title, no longer conforms to the
regulations of the zone in which it is located. (See Section 21.15.1860.)

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)

21.57.030 - Purpose.

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect and promote the public health, safety, comfort,
convenience and general welfare of the community by imposing anti-nuisance related performance
standards on legal nonconforming liquor store activities with the incorporation of performance standards,
the sale of alcohol becomes a conforming activity; however, all other nonconformities remain subject to
the provisions of Chapter 21.27.

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)

21.57.040 - Applicability.

This Alcohol Nuisance Abatement Deemed Approved Ordinance shall apply to all legal nonconforming
liquor stores in the City of Long Beach on the effective date of this Chapter. The following establishments
with a Type 21 ABC license are exempt from the ANAO: those with a current CUP, establishments that are

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


A.

B.

C.

A.

B.

1.

2.

3.

located more than five hundred feet (500') from zoning districts allowing residential uses, and grocery
stores of twenty thousand (20,000) square feet or greater with accessory sales of alcohol.

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)

21.57.050 - Automatic Deemed Approved.

All liquor stores that were legal nonconforming uses immediately prior to the effective date of this
Chapter shall automatically be granted deemed approved status for the liquor store activity and shall
no longer be considered legal nonconforming uses.
Each deemed approved liquor store activity shall retain its deemed approved activity status as long as
it complies with the performance standards as defined in Section 21.57.020 of this Chapter.
Any expansion, alteration, or modification in character of the deemed approved liquor store shall
conform to the City's Zoning Code including obtaining permits required under Chapter 21.25 of this
Code.

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)

21.57.060 - Performance Standards.

A liquor store activity shall retain its deemed approved status only if it conforms to all of the nuisance
based performance standards defined in 21.57.020; such conformance shall be determined by the City of
Long Beach.

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)

21.57.070 - Administration and Enforcement.

Within ninety (90) days of the effectiveness of this Chapter, each deemed approved liquor store
activity shall fully comply with the nuisance based performance standards set forth in Section
21.57.020
Upon receiving a complaint from the public, Police Department, Code Enforcement, or any interested
person that a deemed approved liquor store activity is in violation of the standards set forth in
Sections 21.57.020, the following procedure shall be followed:

The City shall assess the nature of the complaint and its validity by conducting an investigation of
the premises to assess the liquor store activity's compliance with the applicable standards. The
City shall provide the business and/or property owner, as appropriate, with written notice of any
complaint received or investigation commenced by the City relative to the liquor store activity's
alleged failure to abide by the regulations set forth in this Chapter.
Upon establishing the validity of a complaint, the City shall issue a notice of violation to the
business and/or property owner of the subject deemed approved liquor store activity. The
business and/or property owner shall correct the violation, or take reasonable action to begin
correction, and shall diligently pursue completion of the correction within ten (10) days after
receiving written notification of the violation. At the end of the correction period, the City shall
determine if the violation has been corrected. If violations have not been corrected within the
prescribed period, the City shall then refer the matter to the Site Plan Review Committee for
further review and action.
The Site Plan Review Committee shall conduct a hearing on the validity of the complaint. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the Site Plan Review Committee shall have the authority to add or
modify performance standards to insure that nuisance activity or conditions are eliminated.
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Actions taken by the Site Plan Review Committee are appealable by any aggrieved party to the
Planning Commission. The decision of the Planning Commission on appeal shall be final.

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)

21.57.080 - Revocation of Deemed Approved Status.

If a deemed approved liquor store activity continues to violate the provisions of this Chapter after
intervention by the Site Plan Review Committee, the City may refer the matter to the Planning
Commission for a revocation hearing according to the procedures of Division VI, "Revocations", of
Chapter 21.21 of this Code.

Based on its findings and determination after hearing, the Planning Commission may:
Continue the deemed approved activity status for the liquor store in question;
Issue an administrative citation and impose administrative penalties for violation of
applicable standards in accordance with Chapter 9.65 of this Code;
Impose such reasonable conditions as are in the judgment of the Planning Commission
necessary to ensure compliance with the applicable standards; or
Revoke the liquor store's deemed approved activity status.

If the Planning Commission determines to impose further new conditions on the deemed
approved liquor store activity, such conditions shall be based upon the information then before
the Planning Commission.
If the Planning Commission finds that conditions and/or modifications of the liquor store will be
ineffective in eliminating the adverse activities, the Planning Commission shall revoke the
deemed approved activity status of the liquor store.
Continuation of any use after abandonment or revocation pursuant to this Chapter shall
constitute a violation of this Code and shall be penalized as provided for in Section 21.10.080
Any aggrieved party may appeal the determination of the Planning Commission to the City
Council in accordance with the provisions set forth in Division V, "Appeals", of Title 21 of this
Code. The decision of the City Council on appeal shall be final.

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)

21.57.090 - Fee.

The administrative citation process described in this Chapter does not preclude the City from
recovering any other code violation or nuisance abatement costs incurred by the City in performing
its code enforcement efforts.
The City may collect a fee to recover costs associated with the inspection and enforcement of this
Chapter in accordance with the City Council adopted fee resolution.

(ORD-13-0012 , § 1, 2013)
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CHAPTER 21.60 - RELOCATION ASSISTANCE FOR, AND MEETING HOUSING NEEDS OF, PERSONS OF
VERY LOW AND LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLDS

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (9) ---

Note— Prior ordinance history: (Ord. C-6684, 1990; Ord. C-6829, 1990; Ord. C-6868, 1991.)

DIVISION I. - PURPOSE, DEFINITIONS AND APPLICABILITY

21.60.110 - Purpose.

The purpose and intent of this Chapter is to mitigate problems caused by displacement of very low and
low income households, and to provide relocation assistance to very low or low income households
displaced due to demolition or condominium conversion.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.120 - Deúnitions.

In addition to the definitions set forth in Chapter 21.15, the following definitions shall apply to this Chapter
21.60:

"Affordable unit" means a unit with housing costs that do not exceed:
Thirty percent (30%) of household income of a low income or very low income household for
rental units; or
Thirty percent (30%) of household income of a low income or very low income household for-
sale units.

"Disabled person" means any head of household who meets the definition in Sections 12926(I) or
(K) of the California Government Code, or any successor section or sections thereto.
"Housing cost" means the monthly rent for rental units or mortgage payments for-sale units.
"HUD" means the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development or its
successors.
"Income eligibility" means the gross annual household income anticipated for the next twelve (12)
month period received by the family head, spouse and each additional person eighteen (18) years
of age or older who will be residing in the household, regardless of source and including all net
income derived from assets.
"In-lieu fee" means a fee paid to the City housing development fund by developers subject to this
Chapter in lieu of providing affordable units required by this Chapter.
"Low income household" means a household who qualifies as "lower income" pursuant to Health
and Safety Code Section 50079.5, or any successor statute thereto.
"Market rate unit" means a dwelling unit which is not subject to ownership or rental limitations
under this Chapter.
"Off-site construction" means erection of very low or low income housing units on land within the
City of Long Beach other than a project site for which affordable units will be provided pursuant
to Division IV or Division VI.
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"Project" means a residential development, subdivision or similar proposal for which City permits
or approvals are sought.
"Senior citizen" means any head of household who is sixty-two (62) years or older on the date of
the notice of intent to offer a unit for sale pursuant to Section 20.32.050 of this Code.
"Tenant household" shall mean one (1) or more individuals who: (1) have a landlord-tenant
relationship with the property owner/converter, by renting or leasing a rental unit to be
converted; and (2) can demonstrate a landlord-tenant relationship by providing copies of leases,
cancelled rent checks, rent receipts, utility bills, phone bills, or any other evidence of renting or
leasing the premises as determined by the Housing Services Bureau.
"Very low income household" means a household who qualifies as "very low income" pursuant to
Health and Safety Code Section 50105, or any successor statute thereto.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.130 - Applicability of this Chapter.

This Chapter applies to all areas of the City of Long Beach including the coastal zone, except for Divisions
IV and VI which apply, when operative, to all areas of the City except for the coastal zone.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

DIVISION II. - ADMINISTRATION AND DETERMINATIONS

21.60.210 - Administration.

The administration of the tenant relocation program and the provisions of Division IV and, when and
if operative, Division VI is delegated to the Housing Services Bureau of the Department of Community
Development. The Bureau shall adopt appropriate guidelines for program administration consistent
with the intent of this Chapter. The Bureau may charge applicants, developers and owners for the
administration of this program as reasonably necessary to recover the full costs of such
administration. Applicants, developers and owners will be charged for all direct costs incurred on
their behalf along with other costs of administration.
A schedule of hourly and other administrative fees shall be adopted by resolution of the City Council
of the City of Long Beach, reviewed annually, and adjusted during the City's annual budget process.
Determinations.

It shall be the responsibility of the Housing Services Bureau to determine if housing units to be
demolished or converted to condominiums are occupied by very low or low income households.
Determinations made by the Housing Services Bureau shall be attached by the applicant to the
building demolition permit application or condominium conversion application, and shall become
a public record in all proceedings and hearings related to that application. The bureau shall verify
the rent value history and insure that there have been no price or other changes made for the
purpose of circumventing these regulations.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009; ORD-05-0007 § 2, 2006; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

DIVISION III. - RELOCATION ASSISTANCE

21.60.310 - Relocation beneúts to be provided.

Notification of intended displacement.
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Unless otherwise provided in this Chapter, very low or low income households shall not be
displaced from housing due to demolition or condominium conversion as provided in this
Chapter unless first given prior written notice of the intended displacement, on a form provided
or approved by the Housing Services Bureau, at least eighteen (18) months prior to the intended
date of displacement. Said notice shall include, but not be limited to, an advisement as to the
availability of relocation benefits as prescribed by this Chapter.
A household otherwise eligible for an eighteen (18) month notification hereunder may voluntarily
waive such notification provided that:

The waiver shall be in clear and legible writing in a language the tenant understands;
The waiver shall clearly set forth the amount of written notice the tenant household shall
receive before vacating the unit (a thirty (30) day minimum notice is required) together with
an agreed upon move-out date if there is one;
The tenant household shall receive the full relocation amount required by this Chapter at a
date sooner than would have been typically required by this Chapter. The owner shall pay the
full relocation amount directly to the tenant household, with proof of said payment to the
Housing Services Bureau, in the form of a certified check, cashier's check or money order.
Any person executing a waiver pursuant to this Section may rescind said waiver in writing,
within seventy-two (72) hours of its execution, for any reason whatsoever. Upon a timely
rescission, the waiver shall be of no further effect. Notification of rescission need only be
given by the tenant household once; and
The office of the City Attorney approves the waiver as to both form and content.

A household occupying a unit to which notification of displacement has been previously given, or
for which a waiver was filed by another household, shall not be entitled to additional notification
if, but only if, it is given a true, accurate and legible copy of the previously given notice or waiver
prior to the time of its entry into a rental agreement for the unit or, if no such agreement is
signed, prior to taking occupancy. Notification need only be given once, and any rescission shall
not result in commencement of a new eighteen-month notice period.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subsection 21.60.310.A., very low or low income
households displaced by the following classes of project need only be given prior written notice
of the intended displacement at least ninety (90) days prior to the intended date of displacement
for the following types of projects:

A project consisting of the demolition of a unit or units the purpose of which is to construct a
single-family residence; or
A project consisting of the demolition of less than twenty (20) existing dwelling units for the
purpose of constructing a nonresidential project; or
Any project providing at least ten percent (10%) of its units affordable to low income
households or five percent (5%) of its units affordable to very low income households
pursuant to the provisions of this Division IV.

Monetary assistance.
Very low and low income households displaced due to demolition or condominium conversion as
provided in this Chapter shall be entitled to three thousand nine hundred forty-one dollars
($3,941.00) in relocation costs.
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Very low and low income households with a disabled member displaced under this Chapter shall
be entitled to be reimbursed for structural modifications that the tenant household previously
made to the dwelling unit up to a maximum value of an additional two thousand five hundred
dollars ($2,500.00). Proof of structural modifications shall be made to the satisfaction of the
Housing Services Bureau.
In addition to the payments set forth above, qualified low and very low income senior citizens or
low and very low income households with a disabled member as defined in this Chapter shall be
entitled to an additional payment of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00). Said payment shall be
made by the City from available tax increment set aside funds as such funds are described in the
California Redevelopment Law (Health and Safety Code Section 33000 et seq.) if the Housing
Services Bureau determines that the use of the tax increment set aside funds complies with the
California Redevelopment Law. In the event that the criteria is met for the payment described in
this Subsection, said payment shall be made directly to the prospective new landlord or agent for
the purpose of paying either the head of households first or last months rent, security deposit or
any combination thereof.
The Housing Services Bureau of the Department of Community Development shall increase these
amounts on a percentage basis as determined by the change in the Consumer Price Index
between January 1, 2009, and January 1 of the year in which the application for demolition, or a
condominium conversion final tract map, is filed with the City.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009; ORD-05-0007 §§ 3—5, 2006; Ord. C-7064 § 6, 1992; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.320 - Provision of relocation beneúts.

Applicants for demolition permits of two (2) or more residential units and for condominium conversion of
two (2) or more residential units shall be responsible for providing relocation assistance to very low and
low income households which are permanently displaced under one (1) of the following circumstances:

The demolition permit will result in the loss of a unit which is occupied by a very low or low
income household, and will result in the displacement of such a household which has been a
tenant for at least ninety (90) days prior to the application for demolition.
The tract map is for the conversion to condominium units of apartment units which are occupied
by very low or low income households, and will result in the displacement of such households
which were tenant households at the time of approval of the tentative tract map, or who rented a
unit in such a project after the first notice of intention to convert was given without being notified
of the intended conversion and who continued to rent or lease at the time as specified in the
notice given to tenants ten (10) days prior to approval of the final tract map as required by
Subsection 20.32.040.F. of this Code.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009; ORD-05-0007 § 6, 2006; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.330 - When beneúts inapplicable.

Relocation benefits are not required to be paid or given when the applicant provides evidence to the
satisfaction of the Housing Services Bureau that the tenant household: 1) moved voluntarily (which shall
not include the situation where the landlord/owner has served the tenant with a thirty (30) or sixty (60)
day notice to quit or vacate); 2) that the unit has been continuously vacant for at least six (6) months prior
to the application; 3) that the unit has been occupied by a household which is not very low or low income
for at least six (6) months prior to the application; 4) that the unit has never been occupied prior to the
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application; or 5) that the application involves the demolition of no more than one (1) single-family
dwelling unit. No owner or the agent of an owner shall evict a tenant in order to avoid the provisions of
this Chapter.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009; ORD-05-0007 § 7, 2006; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.340 - Payments and distribution of relocation beneúts.

The relocation benefits required by this Chapter shall be paid by the owner or designated agent
directly to the tenant household in the form of a certified check, cashier's check or money order after
the issuance of the one hundred eighty (180) day notice. Upon proof of new tenancy (e.g., a letter
from a prospective landlord or a signed lease), and thirty (30) days before the tenant household plans
to move, the converter or its designated agent shall pay relocation benefits in the amount of the first
month's rent and security deposit (not to exceed the total amount of the relocation benefits due)
directly to the tenant's new landlord or their designated agent. The tenant household shall receive the
balance of relocation benefits due, if any, at the time the tenant household vacates the unit. Proof of
all payments shall be made to the Housing Services Bureau.
In the event there is a certified court order in existence at the time tenant relocation benefits are due
and payable directing the tenant household to pay back rent or other related costs to the converter,
the converter may deduct the amount of rent or costs owed in the certified court order from the
relocation benefits due if the converter first provides a copy of the certified court order to the
Housing Services Bureau and obtains written approval to deduct this amount.
The applicant may not receive approval of its final map or demolition permit if relocation benefits
have not been paid in full to all tenant households as set forth in Subsection 21.60.340.A.
In cases where the landlord has prematurely paid the eligible tenant or tenants all of the relocation
benefit due, the landlord shall be exempt from paying further amounts provided that the landlord
must first provide documentary evidence that such funds were paid to the tenant pursuant to the
terms of a waiver as set forth in Section 21.60.310
Owners shall not evict tenant households to avoid their responsibility to pay relocation benefits
required to be paid pursuant to this Chapter. Qualified tenant households receiving thirty (30) or sixty
(60) day notices to terminate or quit the premises after approval of the tentative map shall be
presumed eligible and entitled to collect relocation assistance pursuant to this Chapter.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009; ORD-05-0007 § 8, 2006; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.350 - Appeals.

Any property owner or tenant household may contest a decision by the Housing Services Bureau
regarding eligibility, relocation payment amounts, or any other determination or claim made pursuant to
this Chapter. A party desiring to appeal shall file a written "notice of appeal" with the Director of
Community Development, or designee within twenty (20) days of the decision, determination or claim. The
Director or designee shall hold a hearing within fourteen (14) days of receiving the notice of appeal. Within
ten (10) days of the appeal hearing the Director shall issue his/her determination in writing. All notices
from the Director relative to the appeal shall be sent to both the property owner and all tenant
households affected by the appeal. The determination of the Director or designee shall be final and
conclusive.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009)

21.60.360 - Private right of action.
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Tenant households subject to displacement shall have standing as third party beneficiaries to file an
action against an owner for injunctive relief and/or actual damages for failure of the owner to comply with
the provisions of this Chapter. Nothing herein shall be deemed to interfere with the right of the owner to
file an action against a tenant or nontenant third party for any damage that may have been done to the
owner's property. Nothing herein is intended to limit the damages recoverable by any party through a
private third party action.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009)

21.60.370 - Application to heirs.

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all property owners and their heirs, assigns and successors in
interest.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009)

21.60.380 - Relationship to other laws.

Nothing in this Chapter is intended to prevent displaced households from securing any relocation
assistance and/or benefits to which they may be entitled under any other local, State or federal law.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009)

21.60.390 - Severability.

If any provision of this Chapter is held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of
competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this Chapter shall not be invalidated.

(ORD-09-0010, § 1, 2009)

DIVISION IV. - VOLUNTARY INCENTIVE PROGRAM TO CREATE HOUSING FOR VERY LOW AND LOW
INCOME HOUSEHOLDS

21.60.410 - Purpose and goals.

The purpose of this Division IV is to provide additional housing opportunities in the City of Long Beach
for very low and low income households, as defined by HUD for the Los Angeles/Long Beach Standard
Metropolitan Statistical District (SMSA), through a voluntary program offering incentives and bonuses
to private developers, representatives of which private developers and certain business associations
in Long Beach have assured the City of Long Beach will stimulate the production of such housing.
The effectiveness of the voluntary incentive program set forth in this Division IV in stimulating the
production of housing shall be measured by determining whether during the period of April 9, 1991
to October 9, 1992, and during annual periods thereafter as set forth hereunder, the number of
housing units affordable to low and very low income households constructed, under construction,
rehabilitated as defined herein or provided for through payment of an in-lieu fee, under this voluntary
incentive program are equal to or greater than the number of housing units affordable to very low or
low income households which, during the same period, were demolished or converted to
condominiums not affordable to such households. Consideration shall also be given to the extent
which the units produced are comparable in size to those demolished or converted and/or meet the
highest priority needs as expressed in the housing element.
Affordable units demolished and affordable units produced as a direct result of government
programs other than those of the City, including its Housing Authority, Department of Community
Development, and the Long Beach Housing Development Company, shall count as units demolished
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or produced under this Division IV.
(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.420 - Incentive program.

Every development project of five (5) or more housing units in the City of Long Beach, on any site
where zoning permits development to densities of thirty (30) units per acre or greater, shall be
entitled to a density bonus not to exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the number of units otherwise
allowed under applicable zoning regulations if, but only if:

At least twenty-five (25) percent of the bonus units granted are set aside, for ten (10) years for
sale units and thirty (30) years for rental units, to be housing affordable to very low income
households; or
At least fifty (50) percent of the bonus units granted are set aside for ten (10) years for sale units
and thirty (30) years for rental units, to be housing affordable to low income households.
The requirement of affordable units may be met by the provision of on-site units, off-site units,
rehabilitated units, or the payment of an in-lieu fee, all as set forth in this Division. At the request
of the property owner, the City may agree to fulfilling the requirement for affordable units by a
combination of these provisions.
The in-lieu fee payable under this Division IV shall be twenty-seven thousand, eight hundred
dollars ($27,800.00), as adjusted annually to reflect the Construction Cost Index for the Los
Angeles/Long Beach statistical area, times the number of bonus density units granted. The fee
shall be paid prior to issuance of a building permit for the property subject to the fee.

Upon application by a developer, a density bonus of less than twenty-five percent (25%) may be
granted to a developer of housing units offering less than the percentage of new units set forth in
Subsection 21.60.420.A, provided that the density bonus so granted shall be reduced proportionately
to the reduction of new or rehabilitated units provided.
Any project proposing to utilize the incentive program of this Division IV shall be subject to site plan
review as set forth in Division V of Chapter 21.25 of this Title 21

Affordable units for sale shall remain affordable to low or very low income households by deed
restriction for at least ten (10) years. Affordable units for rent shall remain affordable to low or
very low income households by deed restrictions for at least thirty (30) years.
Reasonably unforeseen increases in finance and/or operating costs, which have risen faster, as a
percentage of total income received, than the percentage of increase in rental rates on affordable
units, may be adjusted by appeal to and with the prior approval of the Housing Services Bureau
of the Community Development Department at any time after three (3) years from the
recordation of the deed restriction, provided that no such adjustment shall be granted that would
cause a unit to be no longer affordable to persons of very low or low income households.

A project qualifying for a density bonus and actually furnishing units and/or payment of the in-lieu fee
pursuant to and in full compliance with this Section 21.60.420 may reduce the notice requirement of
Subsection 21.60.130.B.1 to no less than three (3) months if otherwise meeting the conditions of
Subsection 21.60.310.A.4.
The density program and incentives provided in this Division IV shall be in lieu of any other such
program or incentives provided by or arising under State law as an inducement for the provisions or
development of affordable housing units and are not intended to be used in conjunction with
incentives required to be provided under Section 65915 of the California Government Code.
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In determining the number of units required pursuant to this Division IV, any decimal fraction less
than 0.49 shall be rounded down to the nearest whole number and any fraction of 0.5 or more shall
be rounded up to the nearest whole number and any fraction of 0.5 or more shall be rounded up to
the nearest whole number, provided that no less than one (1) affordable unit shall be constructed at
any site which is provided a density bonus.

(Ord. C-6933 § 38, 1991; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.430 - Review of projects providing housing for very low or low income households and design
standards.

At the time the plans are submitted to the Department of Planning and Building for initial review, the
project proposal shall specify the number, type, location, size and construction scheduling of any
dwelling units to be developed and shall indicate which units are proposed for rental or sale for the
purpose of satisfying the requirements of this Division IV.
If located on the project site, such units shall, whenever reasonably possible, be distributed
throughout the project. The applicant may, with the prior approval of the City through the site plan
review process, reduce the size and amenities of the units so long as there are not significant
identifiable differences between the units visible from the exterior of the unit and the design of the
units are consistent with the rest of the development, provided that all units shall conform in all ways
to the requirements of the applicable building and housing codes. Units so provided shall have at
least the same number of bedrooms as the average market rate unit in the project and shall be
subject to the following minimum size limits:

0 Bedrooms— 450 square feet;

1 Bedroom — 600 square feet;

2 Bedrooms— 750 square feet;

3 Bedrooms— 1,000 square feet;

4 Bedrooms— 1,200 square feet;

 

All affordable units required by this Division IV in a project and all phases of a project shall be
constructed concurrently with the construction of market rate units, and such affordable units
developed on the development site shall be rental units in rental developments and for-sale units in
ownership projects.
If the applicant can demonstrate that the bonus density provided cannot be physically
accommodated on the site, the City may waive development standards during site plan review to
accommodate the increased density in accordance with Section 21.63.080 of the Municipal Code.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.440 - Provision of units o�-site.

Units required by this Division IV may be provided by rehabilitation or new construction at a location
within the City other than the project site, subject to review and prior approval by the City. Any such
off-site units shall be completed prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the market rate
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housing unit project and shall conform to the requirements of the applicable building and housing
codes and the minimum size and bedroom provisions set forth in Section 21.60.430. The off-site units
need not be in the same ownership as the project, provided that they are deed-restricted in
accordance with Section 21.60.470, and provided that a record of such off-site units together with
such deed restriction shall be filed with the Department of Planning and Building at the time of the
recordation of such restriction for the purpose of identifying such units for future credits. In no event
may units provided off-site be credited more than once.
It is the intent of the City that, in permitting developers to rehabilitate extant deteriorating off-site
residential structures in lieu of constructing new affordable units on-site, such action will extend the
potential useful life of the residential structure by thirty (30) years and will insure that the unit
remains affordable during that period. Therefore, rehabilitation of existing residential units may be
substituted on a one-for-one basis for construction of new affordable units if the rehabilitation cost
equals or exceeds twenty-five percent (25%) of the replacement cost of the unit as calculated by the
City's chief Building Official. Rehabilitated units must conform in use and density to the current
zoning, but need not conform to the current development standards. Alternately, rehabilitation to
existing residential units may be substituted on a two-for-one basis for construction of new affordable
units if the rehabilitation cost of each unit equals or exceeds twelve and one-half percent (12½%) of
the replacement cost of the units as calculated by the Building Official. In multi-unit buildings, the per
unit cost of rehabilitation shall be calculated by dividing the total rehabilitation cost for the structure
or the total replacement cost for the structure by the number of residential units in the structure.
The occupancy and sale or rental prices of such off-site units shall be governed by the terms of a deed
restriction similar to that used for on-site units furnished pursuant to this Division IV which shall be
structured to take precedence over all other covenants, liens and encumbrances.

(Ord. C-7247 § 27, 1994; Ord. C-6933 § 39, 1991; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.445 - Condominium conversion.

A developer proposing to convert to condominium units apartments which are affordable to low or
very low income households may reduce the notice requirements of Subsection 21.60.310.A.1 to no
less than three (3) months if at least ten percent (10%) of the affordable apartments converted to
condominium units are set aside for ten (10) years to be housing affordable to low income
households or at least five percent (5%) of the affordable apartments converted to condominium
units are set aside for ten (10) years to be housing affordable to very low income households.
However, in no case shall the notice requirements be reduced below those specified in Section
20.32.040 of the subdivision regulations (Title 20 of this Code). In making this calculation, a unit will
not be counted as an affordable apartment if the applicant provides evidence to the satisfaction of
the Housing Services Bureau of the Department of Community Development that it has been
continuously vacant for at least six (6) months prior to the application, or that the unit has been
occupied for at least six (6) months prior to the application by a household which is not low or very
low income.
The requirement for affordable units may be met by the provision of on-site units, off-site units as
provided in Subsection 21.60.440.A, rehabilitated units as provided in Subsection 21.60.440.B, or the
payment of an in-lieu fee for each affordable unit required of sixty-nine thousand five hundred dollars
($69,500.00), as adjusted annually to reflect the construction cost index for Los Angeles/Long Beach
Statistical Area.

https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/
https://www.municode.com/library/


A.

B.

1.

2.

C.

1.

2.

Affordable units for sale shall remain affordable to low or very low income households by deed
restriction for at least ten (10) years. Affordable units for rent shall remain affordable to low or very
low income households by deed restrictions for at least thirty (30) years. Reasonably unforeseen
increases in finance and/or operating costs, which have risen faster, as a percentage of total income
received, than the percentage of increase in rental rates on affordable units, may be adjusted by
appeal and approval of the Housing Services Bureau of the Community Development Department at
any time after three (3) years from the recordation of the deed restriction, providing that no such
adjustment shall be granted that would cause such a unit to be no longer affordable to a person of
very low or low income housing as applicable.

(Ord.C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.450 - Pricing of units furnished pursuant to or as a result of this Division IV.

Affordable units required pursuant to this Division IV shall be priced in accordance with HUD guidelines
for the Los Angeles/Long Beach SMSA which defines units affordable to low and very low income
households. For the express purpose of establishing income guidelines on projects for sale, thirty-five
percent (35%) of a qualifying household's gross monthly income shall be allowed. Allowable rents and
sales prices will be established by City ordinance or resolution based on HUD guidelines. Such guidelines
shall be re-established within thirty (30) days after announcement of new income guidelines by HUD.
Pricing of units for sale or rent shall be set at the time of closing of escrow using the most recent HUD
guidelines then available. No charge or fee shall be imposed on the purchase of an affordable unit
furnished pursuant to this Division IV which is in addition to or more than such charges or fees imposed
upon purchases of market rate units.

(Ord.C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.460 - Eligibility requirements.

Only very low and low income households shall be eligible to occupy affordable units provided
pursuant to this Division IV. The City will use guidelines established by HUD in the Los Angeles/Long
Beach SMSA determining household income minimum and maximum occupancy standards and other
eligibility criteria.
The following are those individuals who, by virtue of their position or relationship, shall be ineligible to
purchase or rent a unit provided pursuant to this Division IV as their residence:

All employees and officials of the City of Long Beach or its agencies, authorities or commissions
who have, by the authority of their position, policy-making authority or influence affecting City
housing programs.
The immediate relatives of, employees of, and anyone gaining significant economic benefit from a
direct business association with such public employees or officials.

Prior to sale or rental of the affordable units, the owner shall be required to submit to the Housing
Services Bureau for its approval the following documents:

A Bureau-approved income certification form signed by the owner attesting to household
income; and
Satisfactory evidence of attested household income. In setting priorities among eligible
households, the applicant, owner, or City shall generally give first priority to Long Beach residents,
second to persons employed in Long Beach, and third to other persons.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.470 - Deed restrictions.
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Prior to issuance of a building permit for a project requesting bonus density or containing any other
affordable requirement, applicant shall supply to the City for review and approval deed restrictions or
other legal instruments in a form satisfactory to the City attorney, setting forth the obligations of the
applicant under this program, and shall record same in the office of the Los Angeles County Recorder.
Such restrictions shall remain in effect for at least thirty (30) years for rental units and at least ten (10)
years for sale-units.

Applicable deed restrictions, in a form satisfactory to the City Attorney, shall contain provisions
for enforcement of owner/developer compliance. Any default or failure to comply may result in,
but is not limited to the following actions:

Revocation of conditional use permit;
Withdrawal of certificate of occupancy;
Foreclosure; or
Specific performance.

In any action taken pursuant to this Subsection B to enforce compliance with deed restrictions,
the City Attorney shall, if such compliance is ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction, take all
such action as may be permitted by law to recover all City's costs of such action, including the
costs of legal services.

Deed restrictions on affordable for-sale units shall contain provisions governing resale prices prior to
expiration of the ten (10) year limitation period requiring the owner to use its best efforts to offer the
affordable unit to low or very low income households only for a period of at least sixty (60) days,
provided that if a loan involving such unit or units is to be sold to the Federal National Mortgage
Association ("FNMA") the deed restrictions shall be conformed to all then current FNMA requirements.
Unless necessitated by such FNMA requirements, these units shall not be sold at a price higher than
that affordable to low and very low income households prior to expiration of the deed restrictions.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.480 - Petition for subordination.

Upon foreclosure or similar proceeding relating to an affordable unit/units provided pursuant to this
Division IV, a lienholder may petition the Director of Community Development for relief from economically
adverse impacts of the procedure on the lienholder. If the lienholder can show that the financial feasibility
of the project may be lost if restrictions relating to affordability are maintained as to the unit/units subject
to the proceeding, the City Council may, upon recommendation of the Director of Community
Development, authorize the City Manager to agree to subordinate covenants relating to the affordability
of the unit/units to the lienholder's requirements.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

DIVISION V. - HOUSING COALITION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

21.60.510 - Housing Coalition Oversight Committee created.

There is hereby created the Long Beach Housing Coalition Oversight Committee as an ad hoc advisory
committee of the City Council of the City of Long Beach. The Committee shall consist of six (6)
members one (1) of whom shall be nominated or designated by each of the following groups or any
successor organization:

The Apartment Association of Southern California Cities;
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The Legal Aid Foundation of Long Beach;
The Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce;
Long Beach Area Citizens Involved;
The Long Beach District Board of Realtors: and
The Long Beach Housing Action Association.

The City Manager shall designate appropriate employees of the City's administrative departments to
serve as administrative staff to the Oversight Committee, and the City Attorney or his/her designee
shall provide legal counsel and services.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.520 - Duties of the Oversight Committee.

The duty of the Housing Coalition Oversight Committee shall be to review and evaluate the success of
Division IV programs of this Chapter 21.60
To this end, the Oversight Committee shall first meet on December 4, 1991 and shall meet again on
June 4, 1992 and shall meet again on December 4, 1992. After each such meeting, it shall file with the
City Clerk a report to the City Council of the deliberations and actions considered at the meeting.
Thereafter, it shall meet as frequently as it deems necessary to enable it to, on or before February 4,
1993, report its findings and recommendations in writing to the Mayor and City Council.
In addition to its normal advisory activities, if the report of the Director of Planning and Building filed
pursuant to Section 21.60.710 of this Chapter 21.60 indicates nonachievement of the goals set forth in
Section 21.60.410, the Oversight Committee shall review the impact of that report. It shall, within
thirty (30) days of the filing of the Director's report, report the results of its review to the City Council
which report shall include, among other things, the Committee's comments on the Director's
conclusions relating to the attainment or nonattainment of housing goals, and significant mitigating
circumstances, which may include but are not limited to, failure to adopt or implement an ordinance
regulating single room occupancies and "downzoning" or "moratoria" activity. The Committee may
also make recommendations regarding the desirability of making or not making operative the
provisions of Division VI of this Chapter 21.60 in its present or revised form or any alternative plan or
program for the provision of affordable housing units. If the Oversight Committee cannot agree on
the content of a report to the City Council, the Director of Planning and Building shall prepare an
objective report of the Committee's deliberations and file that report with the City Council no later
than February 15, 1993. In any event, the City Council shall set the subject matter of the report to be
heard at a public hearing conducted during its meeting of March 2, 1993.
The Oversight Committee shall cease to exist if and when the provisions of Division IV become
operative.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.530 - Performance and continuation of Oversight Committee functions.

The sole duty of the Oversight Committee shall be to make advisory policy recommendations and
reports to the City Council as specifically set forth in Section 21.60.520. Accordingly, the Committee
shall not sit as an adjudicatory body on any matters and shall have no authority to compel the
attendance of persons before it. The Committee shall neither be considered in theory, nor function as
a housing/tenant complaint review body. Neither the Committee, nor any individual member thereof
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shall have any administrative or operational duties, functions or responsibilities and shall have no
supervisory power or any authority over any officers, agents or employees of the City or the operation
or conduct of any City department.
Each year following the initial report filed pursuant to Section 21.60.710, the Director of Planning and
Building shall report in writing to the City Council whether or not the housing goals set forth in
Subsection 21.60.410.B of Division IV have been met for the twelve (12) months immediately
preceding the report. If they have not been met, then the Oversight Committee shall immediately
meet to review the impact of the Director's report and report the results of its review to the City
Council.
Unless otherwise specifically provided in this Chapter 21.60, the Housing Coalition Oversight
Committee shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter 2.18 of this Code.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

Division VI. - PROGRAM REQUIRING PROVISION OF HOUSING AFFORDABLE TO VERY LOW AND LOW
INCOME HOUSEHOLDS OR PAYMENT OF FEE IN LIEU THEREOF

21.60.610 - Purpose and goals.

The purpose of this Division VI is to induce the private sector to provide its fair share of additional housing
opportunities in the City of Long Beach for very low and low income households, as defined by HUD for
the Los Angeles/Long Beach Standard Metropolitan Statistical District (SMSA), by requiring those
developers of housing to include within their market-rate housing developments a response to the need
for housing affordable to persons of very low and low income generated by such developments and
identified in various goals and objectives of the Long Beach General Plan.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.620 - Providing housing for households of very low and low income in market rate projects.

All multifamily residential market rate dwelling units, whether for sale or rental, resulting from new
construction or condominium/stock cooperative conversion of projects, of ten (10) units or more,
shall provide housing for households of very low and low income in accordance with the provisions of
this Division VI.
The construction of any multiple dwelling restricted as rental or limited equity cooperative housing for
persons and families of very low or low income or for senior citizens, which is financed by any federal
or State housing assistance or owned by any religious or other nonprofit organization shall be exempt
from these requirements. No less than ten percent (10%) of the total number of units to be
constructed pursuant to any project developed by an applicant at one (1) location, whether at this
time or in the future, designed for permanent occupancy and containing ten (10) or more units shall
be affordable to households of low income or, at least five percent (5%), alternatively, shall be
affordable to households of very low income. These requirements may be satisfied by off-site
development of the required units as provided in Subsection 21.60.640.A or an in-lieu fee payment
pursuant to the provisions of Section 21.60.650. However, these requirements shall not apply to
apartment units that were under construction on December 1, 1990 and that are only rented for the
period from or after the date an application for a tentative map is filed to the date of sale of the
condominium units which shall not exceed one (1) year from the date on which the application for the
tentative map is filed.
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In determining the number of units required pursuant to this Division VI, any decimal fraction less
than 0.49 shall be rounded down to the nearest whole number, and any decimal fraction of 0.5 or
more shall be rounded up to the nearest whole number, provided that no less than one (1) affordable
unit shall be constructed, or an appropriate in-lieu fee is paid, at or for any site which is required to
provide affordable housing pursuant to this Division VI.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.630 - Review of projects providing housing for very low or low income households and design
standards.

At the time the plans are submitted to the Department of Planning and Building for initial review, the
project proposal shall specify the number, type, location, size and construction scheduling of any
dwelling units to be developed and shall indicate which units are proposed for rental or sale for the
purpose of satisfying the requirements of this Division VI.
If located on the project site, such units shall, whenever reasonably possible, be distributed
throughout the project. The applicant may, with the prior approval of the City through the site plan
review process, reduce both the size and amenities of the units as long as there are not significant
identifiable differences in the units visible from the exterior and the size and design of the units are
consistent with the rest of the project, provided that all units shall conform in all ways to the
requirements of the applicable building and housing codes. Units so provided shall have at least the
same number of bedrooms as the average market rate unit in the project and shall be subject to the
following minimum size limits:

0 Bedrooms— 450 square feet

1 Bedroom— 600 square feet

2 Bedrooms— 750 square feet

3 Bedrooms— 1,000 square feet

4 Bedrooms— 1,200 square feet

 

All units required by this Division VI in a project and phases of a project shall be constructed
concurrently with the construction of market rate units, and such units developed on the project site
shall be rental units in rental projects and for-sale units in ownership projects.
Any project subject to the requirements of this Division VI and furnishing units hereunder shall be
subject to the site plan review as set forth in Division V of Chapter 21.25 of this Title 21

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.640 - Provision of units o�-site.

Units required by this Division VI may, with the prior approval of the City, be provided at a location
within the City other than the project site. Any such off-site units shall be completed prior to the
issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the market-rate housing units project and shall conform to
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B.

the requirements of the applicable building and housing codes and the minimum size provisions set
forth in Subsection 21.60.630.B. In no event may units provided off-site be credited more than once
or for any other project than that in connection with which they were originally provided.
It is the intent of the City that, in permitting developers to rehabilitate extant deteriorating off-site
residential structures in lieu of constructing new affordable units on-site, such action will extend the
potential useful life of the residential structure by thirty (30) years and will insure that the unit
remains affordable during that period. Therefore, rehabilitation of existing residential units may be
substituted on a one-for-one basis for construction of new affordable units if the rehabilitation cost
equals or exceeds twenty-five percent (25%) of the replacement cost of the unit as calculated by the
City's Chief Building Official. Rehabilitated units must conform in use and density to the current
zoning, but need not conform to the current development standards. Alternately, rehabilitation to
existing residential units may be substituted on a two-for-one basis for construction of new affordable
units if the rehabilitation cost of each unit equals or exceeds twelve and one-half percent (12½%) of
the replacement cost of the units as calculated by the Building Official. In multiunit buildings, the per
unit cost of rehabilitation shall be calculated by dividing the total rehabilitation cost for the structure
or the total replacement cost for the structure by the number of residential units in the structure.
The occupancy and sale or rental prices of such off-site units shall be governed by the terms of a deed
restriction similar to that used for on-site units furnished pursuant to this Division VI which shall be
structured to take precedence over all other covenants, liens and encumbrances.

(Ord. C-6933 § 40, 1991; Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.650 - In-lieu fees.

Fees in lieu of construction of required very low or low income units pursuant to this Division VI may
be paid to the City. The in-lieu fee payable under this Division VI shall be calculated as follows:

The in-lieu fee per dwelling unit shall equal one hundred three percent (103%) of the average
price of land per dwelling unit for the subject project, which average price is calculated using the
purchase price of the subject property, as verified by escrow instructions, development
agreement or other legal document acceptable to the City, divided by the total number of
dwelling units allowed under the existing zoning.
If the subject site is improved, and all or a portion of the improvements will remain on the site or
be relocated to another site, the purchase price of the property may be reduced, prior to the
calculation of the in-lieu fee, by the value of the improvements to remain or to be relocated. The
improvement value shall reflect the value assessed in the most current Consolidated Annual Tax
Bill of Los Angeles County.
The total in-lieu fee due shall be the in-lieu fee per dwelling unit times the number of affordable
units required under this Division VI. The fee shall be paid prior to issuance of a building permit
for the property subject to the fee.
If, in any case hereunder, the City has reason to believe that the price used in calculating the price
of land per dwelling unit does not represent the true value of such land, it may, at its sole
discretion and expense, cause an appraisal to be made relating to the land or improvements
involved and, may thereafter, assign a price based on such appraisal for use in calculating the fee.
In no event shall the fee be less than twenty-seven thousand, eight hundred dollars ($27,800.00),
as adjusted annually to reflect the construction cost index for the Los Angeles/Long Beach
statistical area, but in no event shall it be adjusted more than five percent (5%) annually.
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Projects may be entitled to density bonuses or other incentives, pursuant to the requirements of
State law or as provided by local ordinance if and as otherwise eligible for such bonuses. They may
also, at the sole discretion of the City, be permitted certain density bonuses even for projects failing to
achieve the full State established thresholds of Section 65915 of the California Government Code
provided that, in such case, density bonuses shall be proportionately reduced, but only with the prior
approval of the City.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.660 - Pricing of units furnished pursuant to or as a result of this Division VI.

Affordable units required pursuant to this Division VI shall be priced in accordance with HUD guidelines
for the Los Angeles/Long Beach SMSA which defines units affordable to low and very low income
households. For the purpose of establishing income guidelines on projects for sale, thirty-five percent
(35%) of a qualifying household's gross monthly income shall be deemed available for housing to low
income households. Affordable rents and sales prices will be established by City ordinance or resolution
based on HUD guidelines. Such guidelines shall be re-established within thirty (30) days after
announcement of new income guidelines by HUD. Pricing of units for sale or rent shall be set at the time
of the closing of escrow using the most recent HUD guidelines then available. No charge or fee shall be
imposed on the purchase of an affordable unit furnished pursuant to this Division VI which is in addition
to or more than charges imposed upon purchases of market rate units.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.670 - Eligibility requirements.

Only very low and low income households shall be eligible to occupy affordable units provided
pursuant to this Division VI. The City may establish administrative guidelines for determining
household income, minimum and maximum occupancy standards and other eligibility criteria
through its Department of Community Development.
Following are those individuals who, by virtue of their position or relationship, shall be ineligible to
purchase or rent a unit provided pursuant to this Division VI as their residence:

All employees and officials of the City of Long Beach or its agencies, authorities or commissions
who have, by the authority of their position, policy-making authority or influence affecting City
housing programs.
The immediate relatives of, employees of, and anyone gaining significant economic benefit from a
direct business association with such public employees or officials.

In setting priorities among eligible households, the applicant, owner or City shall generally give first
priority to Long Beach residents, second to persons employed in Long Beach, and third to other
parties.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

21.60.680 - Deed restrictions.

Prior to issuance of a building permit for a project subject to the requirements of this Division VI, the
applicant shall submit for City review and approval deed restrictions or other legal instruments, in
form satisfactory to the City Attorney, setting forth the obligations of the applicant under this
program. Such restrictions shall remain in effect for at least thirty (30) years for rental units and at
least ten (10) years for-sale units.
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Applicable deed restrictions, in a form satisfactory to the City Attorney, shall contain provisions
for enforcement of owner or developer compliance. Any default or failure to comply may result
in, but is not limited to, the following action:

Revocation of a conditional use permit;
Withdrawal of certificate of occupancy:
Foreclosure; or
Specific performance.

In any action taken pursuant to this Subsection B to enforce compliance with deed restrictions,
the City Attorney shall, if such compliance is ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction, take all
such action as may be permitted by law to recover all City's costs of such action, including costs of
legal services.

Deed restrictions on affordable for-sale units shall contain provisions governing resale prices prior to
expiration of the ten (10) year limitation period requiring the owner to use its best efforts to offer the
affordable unit to another low or very low income household for a period of at least sixty (60) days. In
no event shall these units be sold at a price higher than that affordable to low and very low income
households prior to expiration of the deed restriction.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)

DIVISION VII. - OPERATIVE TIMES OF DIVISION IV AND DIVISION VI

21.60.710 - Operative instructions.

Immediately on and after the effective date of the ordinance first enacting this Division VII, Division IV
as contained in that ordinance shall be operative and in full force and effect, and Division VI shall not,
at that time, be operative or of any force and effect.
On January 4, 1993, and subsequently as provided in Subsection 21.60.530.B, the Director of Planning
and Building shall report in writing to the City Council whether or not the housing goals set forth in
Subsection 21.60.410.B have been met.

If the Director of Planning and Building reports that the goals have been met, Division IV shall
continue to be operative and in full force and effect.
If the Director of Planning and Building reports that the goals have not been met, then the
Director shall include in his/her report a recommendation that the City Council make immediately
operative the provisions of Division VI of this Chapter 21.60. The City Council shall include in this
report the record of its public hearing of March 2, 1993 to consider along with all other related
materials and reports then before it concerning the subject of affordable housing.

(Ord. C-6894 § 1 (part), 1991)
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CHAPTER 21.61 - MAINTENANCE OF LOW INCOME HOUSING IN THE COASTAL ZONE

21.61.010 - Purpose.

The purpose and intent of this Chapter is to maintain the present number of very low, low and moderate
income housing units within the coastal zone and to require that any applicant for a coastal development
permit, as a condition of permit issuance, be responsible for replacing existing very low, low and
moderate income housing on a one-to-one basis.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.61.020 - De��nitions.

Very low, low and moderate income households and housing units are defined in Chapter 21.15
(Definitions).

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.61.030 - Applicability of this Chapter.

Any applicant proposing to remove existing affordable housing in the coastal zone shall be responsible for
replacing on a one-to-one basis all existing very low, low and moderate income housing removed. This
provision shall not apply in the following instances:

If the residential structure has been condemned and would require the expenditure of fifty
percent (50%) or more of the improvement value, not including land value, to meet applicable
building codes; or
If the removal is for the purpose of building two (2) or fewer new residential units, or for
converting two (2) or fewer rental units to condominium type units.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.61.040 - Administration.

Authority. The administration of the replacement housing program and in-lieu fee payment are
delegated to the Housing Authority, subject to its consent as expressed in a resolution of its governing
body. The Housing Authority shall adopt appropriate guidelines for program administration
consistent with the intent of this Chapter. The authority may also adopt a fee schedule for the
administration of this program as reasonably necessary.
Determination.

It shall be the responsibility of the Housing Authority to make all determinations regarding the
very low, low and moderate cost housing displaced. In order to avoid short-term actions by the
owner to disqualify housing from the very low, low and moderate income definitions, the
authority shall develop procedures to average rental Levels over a three (3) year period and to
establish fair market sales value based upon prior sales and assessment records.
Determinations made by the authority shall be attached by the applicant to the coastal
development permit application and shall become a public record in all proceedings and hearings
related to that application. The authority shall verify the rent/sales value history and insure that
there have been no price changes made for the purpose of circumventing these regulations.
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When the units provided under this program are not under the ownership and control of the
Housing Authority, the authority shall guarantee that the units continue to be made available to
very low, low and moderate households. The authority and the property owner shall enter into an
agreement and shall cause necessary covenants and deed restrictions recorded as provided for
in Subsections 21.61.080.E and F.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.61.050 - Responsibility to provide housing.

No coastal permit and no permit to demolish units shall be issued until the applicant has demonstrated
compliance with the responsibility to provide replacement units, or has demonstrated the intention to
comply with this Chapter prior to occupancy of the new development. No certificate of occupancy shall be
issued prior to the satisfaction of this responsibility.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.61.060 - Method of replacement.

An applicant shall provide replacement housing units by one of the methods outlined in Subsections
21.61.060.A through E.

On-site—New Units. The replacement units may be provided on the same site as the units being
removed.
Off-site—New Units. Replacement units may be provided at an off-site location approved by the
Housing Authority. The new units shall be completed and ready for occupancy within three (3)
years of issuance of a coastal development permit. To assure performance, the applicant shall
post a performance bond in favor of the City in an amount equal to the in-lieu fee as specified in
Section 21.61.070 required for the number of units being replaced.
Off-site—Rehabilitated Units. Replacement units may consist of rehabilitated existing
residential units at a site approved by the Housing Authority. The units to be rehabilitated shall
have been cited as substandard by the City Building Official. Also one (1) of the following shall
apply:

The units to be rehabilitated must, in the opinion of the Building Official, require an
investment equal to at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the improvement value (total value
less land value) of the units to correct the substandard conditions; or
The applicant may rehabilitate two (2) units for each unit displaced, provided that the existing
units are substandard and require an investment equal to at least twelve and one-half
percent (12½%)of the improvement value of the units to correct the substandard condition.

Off-site—Unit Conversion. Replacement units may be provided through the permanent
conversion of existing units to housing for very low, low and moderate income households. The
existing units, prior to conversion, must be renting or selling at least twenty percent (20%) above
the affordable housing limit of very low and low income housing units displaced and fifteen
percent (15%) above the limit of moderate income units displaced.
In-lieu Fees. A developer may choose to pay in-lieu fees rather than provide replacement
housing. Fees shall be paid in accordance with the provisions of Section 21.61.070. If the in-lieu
fee is selected in a redevelopment project area, the developer shall be credited with the amount
of relocation benefit actually paid to displaced residents, up to a maximum of four thousand five
hundred dollars ($4,500.00) per unit, provided that the relocation payments made to displaced
residents by the redevelopment agency are subsequently reimbursed by the developer.
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(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.61.070 - In-lieu fees.

Payment Schedule. In-lieu housing replacement fees shall be paid in accordance with the schedule
indicated in Table 61-I. The fee shall be paid to the Housing Authority and shall be based on the
number, size and income groups served by the displaced units. The schedule in Table 61-1 shall be
adjusted annually in accordance with the current building cost index for the Los Angeles metropolitan
area.
Dispensation of In-lieu Fees. The Housing Authority shall place all in-lieu funds received into a
special account for very low, low and moderate income housing. The funds must be dispensed within
three (3) years from the date of receipt.

Table 61-1 
In-Lieu Fee Schedule

Number of
Bedrooms in
Displaced Unit

REQUIRED FEE
Type of Housing

Very Low Low Moderate I
8O—1OO%  

Moderate II
100—120%  

Zero/1 $20,000 $15,000 $10,000 $10,000

2 20,000 20,000 15,000 10,000

3 25,000 20,000 20,000 15,000

4+ 30,000 25,000 20,000 20,000

(a) Percent of County median income.

 

Inventory of Properties. The Housing Authority shall maintain an inventory of properties suitable for
rehabilitation, new construction or acquisition within the area specified in Subsection 21.61.080.B.
Priority. The Housing Authority shall seek housing opportunities in accordance with the following
order of priority:

Rehabilitation of existing substandard units.
Conversion of existing standard market rate units to housing for very low, low and moderate
income persons.
Construction of new housing for very low, low and moderate income persons.

The intent of this priority order is to maximize the number of affordable units produced so that the
number produced will approximate or exceed the number of units lost to displacement. The authority
may alter this priority as deemed reasonable to accomplish the objectives of this Chapter. The

(a) (a)
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Authority shall attempt to reproduce affordable units in a mix proportional to the City-wide housing
need, as established by the most current adopted general plan housing element and housing
assistance plan.

Annual Report Required. The Housing Authority shall make an annual report to the City Council on
its progress in this program. The report shall include annual and cumulative figures, in size and cost,
for the number of housing units lost and the number of units provided by the program, as well as the
relationship between program achievements and existing housing needs as established by the
housing element and housing assistance plan.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part) 1988)

21.61.080 - Conditions on replacement housing.

Equivalency. An applicant shall provide replacement housing units which are equivalent to the units
displaced in terms of size, measured in the number of bedrooms and income range served, for
persons of very low, low and moderate incomes. Subject to the approval of the Housing Authority,
and upon showing that provision of equivalent units is not feasible, an applicant may provide
replacement housing in a mix of household sizes and incomes. The mix shall be proportional to the
City-wide housing need, as established in the most current general plan housing element and housing
assistance plan.
Location.

Any affordable housing produced through this program shall be located within the City of Long
Beach anywhere south of the following line:
Beginning at the Los Angeles River and Anaheim Street; thence east along Anaheim Street to
Pacific Coast Highway; thence southeast along Pacific Coast Highway to Seventh Street; thence
east along Seventh Street to West Campus Drive; thence north along West Campus Drive to the
common boundary between Cal. State Long Beach and the VA Hospital on the north side of the
hospital; thence west, north, east and south around the Cal. State Long Beach property line,
returning to Seventh Street along East Campus Drive; thence east along Seventh Street to the
boundary line between Los Angeles and Orange Counties.

The Housing Authority shall attempt to achieve a reasonable distribution throughout this area in
accordance with City General Plan housing element policies.

Income Requirements.
Housing units produced through the replacement program shall be available to households of
very low, low and moderate income. To achieve this, each new tenant of rental property and each
new buyer of sales property shall first be qualified by the Housing Authority in accordance with
procedures set forth by HUD under Section 8 of the Housing Act of 1937, as amended, or similar
procedures which take into account annual household income and total household assets.
Applicants shall be qualified as very low income, low income and moderate income,
corresponding to the three (3) classes of housing units (very low, low and moderate) defined in
Chapter 21.15 (Definitions).

Guarantee. An applicant shall guarantee that replacement housing provided pursuant to Section
21.61.040 will continue to be provided for very low, low and moderate income households. The
applicant shall enter into a recorded agreement with the Housing Authority as specified in
Subsections 21.61.060.C and D.
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Rental Units Guarantee. Affordable housing developed as rental units shall be subject to the
following:

Prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit, the developer shall enter into an agreement with
the Housing Authority to assure that all units will continue to be rented at prices affordable to
very low, low and moderate income renters. The agreement shall bind the developer and any
successor in interest to the real property being developed. The agreement shall be recorded as a
covenant running with the land, with no prior liens, other than tax liens, for a period extending
thirty (30) years from the date the agreement is recorded. The agreement shall provide that
either:

The unit rents shall be fixed at a level affordable to very low, low and moderate income
households. The rent may be adjusted annually to reflect changes in the median income.
Tenants must qualify as meeting the definition of very low, low and moderate income; or
The units shall be rented at the fair market rent for new construction as established by the
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The units shall be rented to persons
who either meet the standards for rent subsidy established by HUD pursuant to Section 8 of
the Housing Act of 1937, as amended, or to persons who meet the requirements of other
rent subsidy or funding program that provides rental housing for low income households.

The developer shall make best efforts to accomplish the intent of this Chapter. Those efforts shall
include, but not be limited to, entering into contracts offered by HUD, the Housing Authority, or
other such agency administering a rent subsidy program; or, refraining from taking any action to
terminate any rent subsidy programs entered into.
In the event that any time within thirty (30) years after the agreement is recorded housing
subsidies are not available, the developer or his successor shall maintain the rental levels for the
unit at amounts no higher than those affordable to persons within the appropriate income
categories described in this Title. In the event that so-called Section 8 or comparable maximum
rental levels are no longer published by the federal government or local governmental agencies,
maximum rental levels shall be a base rent established by the last rental ceiling published for the
Section 8 program, adjusted by a percentage to reflect the percentage increase or decrease in
median income.

Sale Unit Guarantee. Affordable units developed as sale units shall be subject to the following:
Prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit, the developer shall enter into an agreement with
the Housing Authority to assure that subsequent sales following the initial sale of the unit will be
at a price affordable to households earning substantially the same percentage of the median
income as the initial purchasers. The agreement shall bind the developer, any successor in
interest and all subsequent purchasers of the unit. The agreement shall be recorded as a
covenant running with the land, with no prior liens other than tax liens. The agreement shall
provide as follows:

The applicant, his successors and any subsequent purchasers shall give the Housing
Authority an option to purchase the units. The authority may assign this option to an
individual private purchaser who qualifies as a very low, low or moderate income person and
who falls within substantially the same income group as the person for whom the initial sales
price was originally established.
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Whenever the applicant or any subsequent owner of the unit wishes to sell or transfer the unit,
he shall notify the Authority of his intent to sell. The authority shall have the right to exercise the
option cited in Subsection 21.61.080.F.1 within one hundred and eighty (180) days of the initial
sale of the unit by the developer, or within ninety days for subsequent sales. Following the
exercise of the option, escrow shall be opened and closed within ninety (90) days after delivery of
the notice to exercise the option.
The option price paid by the authority or its designee shall be the original sales price of the unit
plus an amount which reflects any increase in the median income since the time of original sale.
Following the notice of intent to sell the unit, the authority shall have the right to inspect the
premises to determine whether repair or rehabilitation beyond the requirements of general or
deferred maintenance is necessary. If such repair or maintenance is necessary, the authority shall
determine the cost of repair, and the cost shall be deducted from the purchase price. The repair
costs shall be paid to the authority, its designee, or contractors chosen by the authority to carry
out the deferred maintenance, and the money received shall be expended in making repairs.
The purchaser shall not sell, lease, rent, assign or otherwise transfer the property without the
expressed written consent of the Housing Authority. This provision shall not prohibit
encumbrancing the property for the sole purpose of securing financing. However, in the event of
foreclosure or sale by deed of trust or other involuntary transfer, title to the property shall not be
taken subject to the recorded agreement.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.61.090 - First option.

Any resident displaced by new construction or condominium conversion in the coastal zone shall have the
first option to rent or buy affordable housing.

(Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)



CHAPTER 21.62 - RESERVED

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (10) ---

Editor's note— ORD-10-0035, § 2, adopted Nov. 16, 2010, repealed Ch. 21.62 §§ 21.62.010—21.62.240,
entitled "Flood Damage Prevention", and derived from: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988; Ord. C-7062 § 1 (part),
1992; Ord. C-7507 §§ 1—24, 27, 1997; Ord. C-7522 §§ 1, 2, 1998; and Ord. C-7544 §§ 1—11, 1998. See Ch.
18.73 for similar provisions.
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CHAPTER 21.63 - INCENTIVES FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

21.63.010 - Purposes.

This Chapter establishes a system of incentives to encourage developers to provide housing for very low,
low income, moderate income, and senior households, pursuant to Section 65915 et seq. of the California
Government Code. The incentive consists of a density bonus.

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.63.020 - Quali↛cation.

In order to qualify for a density bonus, a project must be a very low income, low income, moderate
income condominium project as defined by the State of California, or a senior citizen housing project (as
defined in Sections 51.2 and 51.3 of the California Civil Code).

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.63.030 - Limitation.

Density bonuses shall not exceed the percentage as permitted by the State of California of maximum
density allowed in the applicable zoning district.

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.63.040 - Procedures.

The following procedural requirements shall be observed in reviewing and acting upon applications for
density bonuses made pursuant to this Chapter:

Application. An application for a density bonus shall be made in conjunction with other required
applications for residential developments and shall be subject to the same procedures required
by this Title and other applicable Sections of the Municipal Code.

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.63.050 - Development standards.

All residential projects granted a density bonus shall conform to the development standards of the
applicable zoning district, except those standards regulating density or as waived according to Section
21.63.080 of this Chapter.

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)

21.63.060 - Maintenance of units.

In exchange for the density bonus, the developer shall guarantee the units will be maintained for very low
income, low income, moderate income condominiums, and senior households for thirty (30) years. The
guarantee shall be in the form of a deed restriction or other legally binding and enforceable document
acceptable to the City Attorney. The document shall be recorded with the Los Angeles County Recorder
prior to the issuance of a building permit. The applicant shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 21.60
of this Code for the maintenance of the units according to Housing Authority procedures.

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990: Ord. C-6533 § 1 (part), 1988)
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21.63.070 - Additional incentives.

In addition to the density bonus, the very low income, low income, moderate income condominiums, and
senior units shall be exempt from the parks and recreation and transportation developer fees, if the
developer is in compliance with the applicable exemption provisions of Sections 18.17.130, 18.18.120 and
18.18.140 of the Long Beach Municipal Code as they now exist or may later be amended.

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-7247 § 28, 1994: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990)

21.63.080 - Waiver of development standards.

Criteria for Waiver. If the applicant can demonstrate that the increased density cannot physically be
accommodated on the site, then the following development standards shall be waived during site
plan review to accommodate the increased density. The waiver in the standards shall follow the
priority order established and the applicant shall demonstrate that the increased density cannot be
accommodated with each sequential waiver before the waiver of the next standard is allowed. Only
one (1) standard shall be waived unless it is shown that each individual standard waiver will not
physically accommodate the proposed density. A complete site plan and floor plan shall be provided
to demonstrate the physical noncompliance.
Priority order for waiver:

Percentage compact parking;
Tandem parking design limitations;
Privacy standards;
Private open space;
Common open space;
Height;
Distance between buildings;
Side yard setbacks;
Rear yard setbacks;
Number of parking spaces (but not less than one (1) space per unit); and
Front setbacks.

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990)

21.63.090 - Additional ↛nancial incentives.

If the developer believes that with the density bonus and the additional incentives, the provision of the
very low income, low income, moderate income condominiums, or senior citizen housing units are not
financially feasible, then the developer shall submit a project pro forma demonstrating the deficiency.
Such pro forma shall include the costs of complying with each of the above-listed standards. These
standards shall then be sequentially waived until financial feasibility is achieved.

(ORD-06-0045 § 1 (part), 2006: Ord. C-6822 § 20 (part), 1990)
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CHAPTER 21.64 - TRANSPORTATION DEMAND AND TRIP REDUCTION MEASURES

21.64.010 - Purpose and intent.

The Legislature of the State of California has found that the lack of an integrated transportation
system and the increase in the number of vehicles are causing traffic congestion that each day results
in hundreds of thousands of hours lost in traffic, tons of pollutants released into the air and millions
of dollars of added costs to the motoring public. It has, therefore, adopted legislation requiring the
preparation and implementation of a Congestion Management Program ("CMP") by County
Transportation Commissions or other public agencies of every County that includes an urbanized
area.
The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority ("MTA") is responsible for the
preparation of the CMP for Los Angeles County ("County").
The CMP must contain a trip reduction and travel demand management element that promotes
alternative transportation methods, such as carpools, vanpools, transit, bicycles, walking and park-
and-ride lots, improvement in the balance between jobs and housing, and other strategies, including
flexible work hours, telecommuting and parking management programs.
The County and every City within the County is required by State law to adopt and implement a
Transportation Demand Management ("TDM") ordinance as an important element of the CMP to
improve both congestion and air quality.
LACTC must determine annually whether the County and cities within the County are conforming to
the CMP, including the requirement to adopt and implement a TDM ordinance.
The State Clean Air Act requires regions to attain a 1.5 vehicle occupancy during the commute period
by the year 1999.
This Chapter 21.64 is intended to comply with the CMP's requirements for a TDM ordinance. The
requirements of South Coast Air Quality Management District ("District") Regulation XV, are separate
from this Chapter, and administered by the District. Nothing herein is intended, nor shall it be
construed, to limit or otherwise preclude employers from offering or providing additional
inducements to use alternatives to single-occupant vehicles to their employees necessary to meet
Regulation XV requirements.
In order to use the existing and planned transportation infrastructure more efficiently, maintain or
improve traffic levels of service, and lower motor vehicle emissions, it is the policy of the City to
minimize the number of peak period vehicle trips generated by additional development, promote the
use of alternative transportation, improve air quality and participate in regional and County-wide
efforts to improve transportation demand management.

(Ord. C-7092 § 2 (part), 1993)

21.64.020 - Deánitions.

The following words or phrases shall have the following meanings when used in this Chapter:

"Alternative transportation" means the use of modes of transportation other than the single
passenger motor vehicle, including but not limited to carpools, vanpools, buspools, public transit,
walking and bicycling.
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"Applicable development" means any development project that is determined to meet or exceed
the project size threshold criteria contained in Section 21.64.030
"Buspool" means a vehicle carrying sixteen or more passengers commuting on a regular basis to
and from work with a fixed route, according to a fixed schedule.
"Carpool" means a vehicle carrying two (2) to six (6) persons commuting together to and from
work on a regular basis.
"California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)" is a statute that requires all jurisdictions in the State
of California to evaluate the extent of environmental degradation posed by proposed
development.
"Developer" shall mean the builder who is responsible for the planning, design and construction
of an applicable development project. A developer may be responsible for implementing the
provisions of this Chapter as determined by the property owner.
"Employee parking area" means the portion of total required parking at a development used by
on-site employees. Employee parking shall be calculated as follows:

Type of Use Percent of Total Required

Parking Devoted to Employees

Commercial 30%

Office/professional 85%

Industrial/manufacturing 90%

 

"Preferential parking" means parking spaces designated or assigned, through use of a sign or
painted space markings, for carpool and vanpool vehicles carrying commute passengers on a
regular basis that are provided in a location more convenient to a place of employment than
parking spaces provided for single-occupant vehicles.
"Property owner" means the legal owner of a development who serves as the lessor to a tenant.
The property owner shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of this Chapter either
directly or by delegating such responsibility as appropriate to a tenant and/or his agent.
"South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)" is the regional authority appointed by
the California State Legislature to meet federal standards and otherwise improve air quality in the
South Coast Air Basin (the nondesert portions of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, and San
Bernardino Counties).
"Tenant" means the lessee of facility space at an applicable development project.
"Transportation Demand Management (TDM)" means the alteration of travel behavior, usually on
the part of commuters, through programs of incentives, services, and policies. TDM addresses
alternatives to single occupant vehicles such as carpooling and vanpooling, and changes in work
schedules that move trips out of the peak period or eliminate them altogether (as is the case in
telecommuting or compressed work weeks).

https://www.municode.com/library/


M.

N.

O.

A.

1.

2.

3.

B.
1.

a.

i.
ii.

iii.
iv.

v.

2.

a.

"Trip reduction" means reduction in the number of work-related trips made by single-occupant
vehicles.
"Vanpool" means a vehicle carrying seven (7) or more persons commuting together to and from
work on a regular basis, usually in a vehicle with a seating arrangement designed to carry seven
to fifteen (15) adult passengers and on a prepaid subscription basis.
"Vehicle" means any motorized form of transportation, including but not limited to automobiles,
vans, buses and motorcycles. (Also see the definition for "recreational vehicle" in Section
21.15.2270.)

(Ord. C-7092 § 2 (part), 1993)

21.64.030 - Transportation demand and trip reduction measures.

Applicability. Prior to approval of any development project, the applicant shall make provision for, as
a minimum, all of the following applicable transportation demand management and trip reduction
measures.

This Chapter shall not apply to projects for which a development application has been deemed
"complete" by the City pursuant to Government Code Section 65943, or for which a NOP for a
draft EIR has been circulated or for which an application for a building permit has been received
prior to the effective date of this Chapter.
All facilities and improvements constructed or otherwise required shall be maintained in a state
of good repair.
Additions to buildings which existed prior to April 1, 1993 and which exceed the thresholds
defined in this Section shall comply with the applicable requirements but shall not be added
cumulatively with existing square footage; existing square footage shall be exempt from these
requirements. All calculations shall be based on gross square footage.

Development Standards.
Nonresidential development of twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet or more shall provide
the following to the satisfaction of the City:

A bulletin board, display case, or kiosk displaying transportation information located where
the greatest number of employees are likely to see it. Information in the area shall include,
but is not limited to the following:

Current maps, routes and schedules for public transit routes serving the site;
Telephone numbers for referrals on transportation information including numbers for
the regional ridesharing agency and local transit operators;
Ridesharing promotional material supplied by commuter-oriented organizations;
Bicycle route and facility information, including regional/local bicycle maps and bicycle
safety information; and
A listing of facilities available for carpoolers, vanpoolers, bicyclists, transit riders and
pedestrians at the site.

Nonresidential development of fifty thousand (50,000) square feet or more shall comply with
Subsection B.1 of this Section and shall provide all of the following measures to the satisfaction of
the City:

https://www.municode.com/library/


b.

c.

3.

a.

b.

c.

d.

Not less than ten percent (10%) of employee parking area shall be located as close as is
practical to the employee entrance(s), and shall be reserved for use by potential
carpool/vanpool vehicles, without displacing handicapped and customer parking needs. This
preferential carpool/vanpool parking area shall be identified on the site plan upon
application for building permit, to the satisfaction of the City. A statement that preferential
carpool/vanpool spaces for employees are available and a description of the method for
obtaining such spaces must be included on the required Transportation Information Board.
Spaces will be signed/striped as demand warrants; provided, that at all times at least one (1)
space for projects of fifty thousand (50,000) square feet to one hundred thousand (100,000)
square feet and two (2) spaces for projects over one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet
will be signed/striped for carpool/vanpool vehicles.
Preferential parking spaces reserved for vanpools must be accessible to vanpool vehicles.
When located within a parking structure, a minimum vertical interior clearance of seven feet
(7') two inches (2") shall be provided for those spaces and accessways to be used by such
vehicles. Adequate turning radii and parking space dimensions shall also be included in
vanpool parking areas.
Bicycle racks or other secure bicycle parking shall be provided to accommodate four (4)
bicycles per the first fifty thousand (50,000) square feet of nonresidential development and
one (1) bicycle per each additional fifty thousand (50,000) square feet of nonresidential
development. Calculations which result in a fraction of 0.5 or higher shall be rounded up to
the nearest whole number. A bicycle parking facility may also be a fully enclosed space or
locker accessible only to the owner or operator of the bicycle, which protects the bike from
inclement weather. Specific facilities and location (e.g., provision of racks, lockers, or locked
room) shall be to the satisfaction of the City.

Nonresidential development of one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet or more shall
comply with Subsections B.1 and 2 of this Section, and shall provide all of the following measures
to the satisfaction of the City:

A safe and convenient zone in which vanpool and carpool vehicles may deliver or board their
passengers:
Sidewalks or other designated pathways following direct and safe routes from the external
pedestrian circulation system to each building in the development:
If determined necessary by the City to mitigate the project impact, bus stop improvements
must be provided. The City will consult with the local bus service providers in determining
appropriate improvements. When locating bus stops and/or planning building entrances,
entrances must be designed to provide safe and efficient access to nearby transit
stations/stops:
Safe and convenient access from the external circulation system to bicycle parking facilities
on-site.

(Ord. C-7092 § 2 (part), 1993)



CHAPTER 21.65 - RESERVED

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (11) ---

Editor's note— ORD-13-0024, § 2, adopted Nov. 12, 2013, repealed Ch. 21.65, §§ 21.65.010—21.65.210,
entitled "Tenant Relocation and Code Enforcement", which derived from ORD-05-0007, § 1(part), 2006. See
Ch. 18.25 for similar provisions.
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