City of Long Beach Memorandum
Working Together to Serve

Date: April 28, 2016
To: s/%'atrick H. West, City Manageﬁ«ﬁ@/
pA LA
From: J. Bodek, Director of Development Services
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Downtown and Transit-Oriented Development Pedestrian Master Plan

On July 23, 2013, the City Council autherized the City Manager to accept a Transit-
Oriented Development (TOD) Planning Grant award from the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) for the preparation of the Downtown and
TOD Pedestrian Master Plan (Plan). The purpose of the grant program is to create a
framework to achieve new public and private investment around Metro light rail
stations; support increased walking and fransit use as an appealing alternative to
automobile travel; and improve economic conditions for residents of the community by
enhancing access to jobs and services.

The goal of the Plan is to reduce barriers and increase access to, and around, the eight
Metro Blue Line stations in Long Beach (Attachment — Plan). The Plan was prepared
to implement multi-modal policies related fo increased transit use contained within the
Mobility Element of the Long Beach General Plan. As such, once adopted, the Plan will
serve as a technical appendix to the Mobility Element.

The Plan was developed through a comprehensive and coliaborative process that
included community ouireach, an analysis of existing conditions, City departmental
coordination meetings and stakeholder interviews. Public outreach was organized
around fun, innovative, and meaningful community events to solicit input from Long
Beach residents, including the “Walk Forth” sidewalk workshop. During the “Walk
Forth” event, the project team invited residents to explore temporary demonstration
projects along 4th Street, complete with food trucks, retail installations, pedestrian
improvement demonstrations and local businesses. Participants also used a large
map to indicate areas that are problematic for pedestrians in the study area.

The Plan is an implementation-oriented document containing a menu of pedestrian
treatments and a prioritized list of 33 pedestrian improvement projects. The menu of
pedestrian treatments includes a variety of "quicker, faster, and cheaper” pedestrian
infrastructure treatments, best practices from other cities, cost estimates, and design
guidelines that can be used by City staff.

The 33 priority projects developed for the Plan represent seven types of improvements:

o Stitch Streets are the backbone of the Downtown Long Beach pedestrian
network, connecting residents to the Anaheim Avenue, 5th Street, Pacific
Avenue, 1st Street and Downtown Long Beach stations.
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¢« Neighborhood Greenways are secondary, lower-volume collector streets that
link residential areas to the main arterials of the plan area.

o (Green alleys serve as an urban trail that can provide an important alternate and
accessible route for pedestrians.

¢ Shared street, as exemplified in the Pedestrian Gallery, will serve as a flexible
space that can accommodate events and traffic, all in a protected, shared
envirgnment.

o Streetlets, typically occurring at mid-block crossings or at T-intersections,
improve pedestrian connections to major transit corridors and provide shade and
resting places for pedestrians.

o The Greenbelt will serve to provide neighborhoods near the Wardlow and Willow
Stations with a safe, direct pedestrian connection.

e Transit Access Projects are smaller, more straiegic projects that will make a
significant impact on the safety and livability of neighborhoods near the Metro

Blue Line.

The grant required that detailed conceptual plans and cost estimates be prepared for
each project. The grant budget, however, was sufficient only to prepare plans and
estimates for the 14 highest-rated pedestrian improvement projects. These projects,
which total $71 million, are to be implemented in the next 15 years. When
implemented, these projects will provide safer, more accessible, and attractive
connections to Metro Blue Line stations, ultimately boosting ridership and leveraging
economic development opportunities in the Plan area. The priority projects represent a
range of improvements, including a greenbelt connection to two Metro stations and
increased beach access from the First Street station.

On April 7, 2018, the Planning Commission recommended the City Council adopt a
Resolution approving the draft Plan. City Council is scheduled to take action on May
24 2016, as the grant with Metro for this project requires grant close-out by June 2016.

For more information on the Plan, please contact Christopher Koontz, Advanced
Planning Officer, at (562) 570-6288.

AJBLT.CK:IB
PAEXOfcA\TFF\$.28.16 TOD Ped Plan.doc

Attachment. Downtown and TOD Pedestrian Master Plan

CC: Charles Parkin, City Attorney
Laura Doud, City Auditor
Tom Modica, Assistant City Manager
Arturo Sanchez, Deputy City Manager
Rebecca Jimenez, Assistant to the City Manager
{inda Tatum, Planning Bureau Manager
Christopher Koontz, Advance Planning Officer
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Figure 1.8 A father and daughter cross Shoreline Drive.

1-7




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































