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MAY 2025

Director’'s Message

Greetings! The roar of the Grand Prix engines
has faded, but here at Long Beach Airport, we're
still on our victory lap with the completion of our
Terminal Roadway Improvements Project. Read
on for details about that and more good news, in
this month’s edition of the Business Partner
Brief. —Cynthia Guidry

Roadway Loop Celebration

We recently marked the official completion of the Airport’'s Terminal Roadway Improvements
Project! This major $16.6 million effort resulted in improved vehicular flow and enhancements for
those with mobility challenges. Underway since early 2024, the project gives us more curb space,

crosswalks, ramps, signage, handrails and lighting in front of the main drop-off and pick-up area
to increase the ease of vehicle movement and make the area safer and more navigable to
pedestrians. We were also able to upgrade several critical utilities connected to the Historic
Terminal. While underway, this project impacted not only travelers, but also our tenants on Donald
Douglas Drive. | want to thank everyone for their patience as we worked to keep everything
moving as smoothly as possible. Here are a few photos from last month’s celebration.


https://longbeach.gov/press-releases/long-beach-airport-celebrates-completion-of-terminal-roadway-improvements/
https://longbeach.gov/press-releases/long-beach-airport-celebrates-completion-of-terminal-roadway-improvements/

We're pleased to shine this month's Business
Partner Spotlight on Shannon Bratton,
General Manager of The MODERN and The
MODERN Kitchen + Bar, conveniently located
on our Airport campus at 2801 E. Spring St.
This family-owned event venue and

restaurant is a favorite for many of us here
at LGB, perfect for a meal for two or a large
private gathering. Shannon works alongside
her mother, Mary, her daughter, Skyler (both
pictured with her below), and husband, Abel.
Shannon says, “We serve amazing cocktails
and delicious house-made food rooted in
generational recipes. But more than that, we
offer heartfelt hospitality and a whole lot of
love in everything we do.”



https://www.themodernlb.com/
https://www.themodernkitchenandbar.com/
https://www.themodernkitchenandbar.com/
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Q: Tell us a bit about your professional background and role with The MODERN.

A: Like many in the industry, my journey started with a couple of restaurant and serving jobs in
my early years. In 2010, | joined my dad's law firm as his legal assistant and at the same time, |
jumped headfirst into the world of events alongside my mom, Mary. My mom already had a deep
background in catering and marketing, which made her highly sought after in the venue world.
She is a true visionary. Together, we transformed a Spanish business plaza in San Juan Capistrano
into a dreamy wedding and event venue - a space filled with love, celebration and purpose: Serra
Plaza. In 2014, we expanded our vision with the opening of The Loft on Pine in Downtown Long
Beach, and in 2017, we proudly launched our third and most modern concept yet: The MODERN.
Each space reflects a piece of our journey: family-rooted, passion-fueled and created for
unforgettable moments. Today, we continue to blend our love for hospitality, food and community
through every event we host.

Q: Can you talk about The MODERN and The MODERN Kitchen + Bar’s operation at LGB?

A: Opened in 2017, The MODERN is Long Beach’s hidden gem - a stunning, 11,000 square foot
event space uniquely perched on the top floor of The Sky Harbor Hangar. Flying in or out on a
private jet or helicopter? Why not? Accessed by two private elevators, our venue offers an
effortlessly modern and sophisticated experience. The Terrace boasts an exclusive, front-row
view of the private jet runway at the award-winning Long Beach Airport, making it a one-of-a-kind
backdrop for any event. The MODERN is a blank canvas: elegant, versatile and endlessly
customizable. From intimate celebrations to unforgettable soirées, the design possibilities are as
expansive as the view.

Restaurant Time! Curate and open a restaurant in the midst of a pandemic? Why not? We opened
The MODERN Kitchen + Bar on June 15, 2021. Good vibes only. Working side by side with my mom is
such a gift. It's not always easy, but when it works, it really works. There’s that unspoken
understanding, shared vision, and a whole lot of love woven into the daily hustle. I'm also fortunate
to work alongside my daughter and my husband. Working together as a family is something | don't
take for granted. We're open 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday and Tuesday and 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Wednesday through Friday. We serve breakfast and baked goods, lunch and happy hour bites. Dine
In, To Go and Delivery (restrictions apply). Off-site catering is also available.

Q: What do you enjoy most about working at LGB?

A: It's such a vibe! | was born and raised in Long Beach. It has a special energy, a blend of laid-back
beach culture, aviation buzz and a super diverse, tight-knit foodie scene. It has that “big city in a
small-ish town” feel. With our venue, restaurant and office being on the private jet runway side of
the Long Beach Airport, | love being able to watch the aircraft come and go - especially when the
F/A-18s are in town!
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Q: Do you have any hobbies or other parts about your personal life you’d like to share?

A: | like to cook (preferably in a commercial kitchen) - however, | order delivery way too often! |
LOVE to eat and enjoy good food, being outdoors, having lazy Sundays, watching my son play
baseball and enjoying family time. I've been married for almost 22 years, have two children, a dog
(who's spoiled and loves daycare) and four cats.

Q: Is there anything else you would like to share?

A: Join us for a special Mother's Day High Tea in our beautiful third floor event space, The
MODERN, on Sunday, May 11. Enjoy delicious food, crafted drinks and exclusive views of Long
Beach Airport. It's the perfect way to celebrate all the amazing moms in your life. Seating is
limited and reservations are required.

Site Selectors Visit LGB

As part of the Long Beach Site Selector
Conference last month, | was honored to
speak to 50 attendees who enjoyed a
luncheon here at LGB and toured our
campus. The three-day event was hosted
by the Long Beach Economic Partnership in
collaboration with the Economic
Development Department and Visit Long
Beach. Site selectors are interested in
learning about the many opportunities for
investment, development and economic
growth in Long Beach. Our Airport is a
major draw for businesses looking for the best place to locate their offices or major events.

Mayor Features LGB in Fireside Chat

Long Beach Airport recently welcomed Mayor Rex Richardson and about 20 fellows with the
Long Beach Public Service Corps for one of the Mayor’s Fireside Chats. As the Airport
Director, | was honored to be the Mayor's special guest. We spoke about what drew us to
public service and ways to enter into different government career paths. We also shared
details about lessons we've learned in the workplace. The Airport has hosted at least one
fellow from this great program since its inception in 2023. I'm grateful LGB could be a part
of this meaningful and engaging experience.


https://www.lbsiteselector.com/
https://www.lbsiteselector.com/
https://lbep.org/
https://longbeach.gov/economicdevelopment/
https://longbeach.gov/economicdevelopment/
https://www.visitlongbeach.com/
https://www.visitlongbeach.com/
https://www.longbeach.gov/lgb/community-information/festival-of-flight/
https://www.longbeach.gov/lgb/community-information/festival-of-flight/
https://www.longbeach.gov/lgb/community-information/festival-of-flight/
https://www.longbeach.gov/lgb/community-information/festival-of-flight/
https://www.longbeach.gov/lgb/community-information/festival-of-flight/
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https://www.longbeach.gov/lgb/community-information/festival-of-flight/
https://www.longbeach.gov/lgb/community-information/festival-of-flight/

Long Beach Airport recognized National Volunteer Appreciation Week in April with a special
luncheon to celebrate our team of dedicated volunteers who are vital to enhancing the
passenger experience and connecting with our community. In 2024, our volunteers dedicated an
incredible 2,620 hours to LGB! Many volunteers are ambassadors who help guests navigate the
Airport campus. We also have volunteers who host tours for community members and engage
with people at community events; and we have therapy dogs/handlers who bring joy to travelers.




Link to Your Jobs Page on Airport Website

Attention Long Beach Airport tenants: if you are looking for new employees or interns, we invite
you to list open opportunities on our LGB Jobs page at www.longbeach.gov/Igb/about-
us/jobs/.This is a free community resource for employers at LGB and local aviation-related
businesses to reach candidates. Businesses listed on the page receive an average of 500 clicks

LGB's Creativity Recognized

Long Beach Airport recently took home two
awards from the California Association of
Public Information Officials (CAPIO)
Conference. LGB won first place in the
Graphic Design - Print category for our
Centennial Poster Series, which was
comprised of four vintage-style promotional
posters, created as a collectible tribute to
LGB's century of service. Additionally, LGB
received an Award of Distinction in the
Social or Community Event - One Time
category for its special 1940s-themed public
celebration of the Grand Reopening of Long
Beach Airport’'s Historic Terminal last July.

Seen at the Scene

In recognition of National Record
Store Day, and as part of our LGB
Livel series, we turned up the
volume with a special pop-up event
from Twelves, a local record store.
There were records for sale and
live entertainment with back-to-
back D] sets by Hector Waluyo and
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Long Beach Airport tenant JetZero
hosted the much-anticipated launch
celebration of SLATE Auto, a Jeff
Bezos-backed electric vehicle start-up
with a design facility in North Long
Beach. All eyes were on Long Beach
Airport on April 24 as SLATE unveiled
their highly customizable truck at a
beautiful event.

The checkered flag waived as the
Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach once
again raced on city streets and
brought many race fans through Long
Beach Airport. A special car was on
display in our concourse before the
race weekend to get visitors revved
up. And LGB participated in the three-
day Grand Prix Expo, where more than
3,000 attendees spun the wheel to
win awesome promotional items!

Long Beach Airport’s colorful float
shined in the Cambodia Town Parade.
That same weekend, we also
participated in Long Beach Sankranta
2025, a celebration organized by the
Cambodian American Cultural Center
to celebrate the new year with music,
food and dance.
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Passenger Traffic Report

Long Beach Airport served 332,783 passengers in March, representing a decrease of 8%

compared with the same month in 2024.

Mar 2025 Mar 2024 % Change| YTD 2025 YTD 2024 % Change

Passenger Traffic
Enplanements 167,140 182,382 -8.4% 434,503 482,181 -9.9%
Deplanements 165,643 179,398 7.7% 430,892 479,391 -10.1%
Total Passenger Traffic 332,783 361,780 -8.0% 865,395 961,572 -10.0%
Total Air Cargo (Tons) 1,133 986 14.9% 3,427 2,959 15.8%

Airport Administrative Offices Holiday Closure

Long Beach Airport administrative offices will be closed on Monday, May 26, in observance of
Memorial Day. Airport operations, security and building services will continue uninterrupted.

Cynthia Guidry
Airport Director




