CITY OF

LONGBEACH

Memorandum

Date:  August 16, 2022

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager ”7’:/'-’/‘[—'
From:  Eric Lopez, Public Works Director{f@u

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Refuel Your Fun Campaign

In December 2021, the City of Long Beach (City) was awarded the HD37 Household
Hazardous Waste Grant from CalRecycle to join the California Product Stewardship’s program,
“Refuel Your Fun.” The program’s goal is to reduce the use of single-use disposable one-pound
propane cylinders commonly used on small camping stoves and provide an alternative and
reusable solution. Unlike the larger propane cylinders, such as those used for backyard BBQs
that have readily available refillable options, the small one-pound propane cylinder has
historically been only available as a single-use disposable option. These tanks are hazardous
and cause significant problems when disposed as trash or recycling. By joining the “Refuel
Your Fun” program, Long Beach is joining cities across California in promoting the use of a
safe and reusable alternative. This will protect our environment, save resources, save money
for residents, and decrease the danger from improper disposal of hazardous single-use
propane tanks.

This grant will allow the City to partner with the California Product Stewardship Council to
distribute hundreds of free refillable one-pound propane tanks that can be used in place of the
single-use alternative. Residents who pledge to reduce waste by switching to the reusable
alternative will receive a free refillable tank.

The first event of the “Refuel Your Fun” program will take place at the Household Hazardous
Waste collection event on Saturday, August 27, 2022, at EDCO Recycling and Transfer Station
at 2755 California Ave., Signal Hill, CA 90755 from 9:00am to 2:00pm. Residents can bring
hazardous waste to be safely disposed of, take the pledge to reuse, and receive a free refillable
one-pound propane tank at the same time.

After this kick-off event, there will be additional opportunities to take the pledge and receive a
refillable tank at local retailers as well as an additional event in 2023. Visit
longbeach.gov/lbrecycles for future updates and for more information on the program.

If you have any questions, please contact Diko Melkonian at (562) 570-2856.
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The City of Long Beach, Public Works Department is hosting a Refuel Your Fun
F R E E I event at our Household Hazardous Waste Event on 8/27/22. Take a pledge to
m switch to reusable alternative 1 |b. propane cylinder and receive a free
refillable alternative (Limit 1 per person).

Recycling
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center car line for HHW drop-off.
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Why 1 lb Propane Cylinders?

& Single-Use Cylinders are Dangerous
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°o When “empty,” they often contain a small Q Reusables can be
amount of gas, posing a danger to sanitation refilled hundred of
workers due to the risk of explosions and times and last up to
resulting fires. ten years.

@ Single-Use Cylinders are Expensive
o 80% of the price you pay is for the packaging
so refilling is a much cheaper option.

Q Reusables save money
because you only pay

_ _ for the gas, not the
Single-Use Cylinders are Wasteful container.

o 40 million are used yearly in North America,
over 4 million in California alone! Recycling Q Reusables reduce

options are limited and expensive so the
empty cylinders are often disposed of
improperly in landfills, household
trash/recycling, campsites, or on the roadside.
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ship Council.

impacts on the
environment.



https://www.refuelyourfun.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_d5fac0a3db7d4e369cfb936bb6caa8f1.pdf
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