
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
Date: August 7, 2023 
 
To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 
 
From: Kevin Riper, Director of Financial Management 
 
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
Subject: Response to Questions from the City Council Budget Hearing on August 1, 

2023 
 
During the Budget Hearing held on August 1, 2023, Budget Office provided an overview on the 
Proposed Fiscal Year 2024 Budget. This memorandum provides responses to questions raised 
by members of the City Council during that time that were not fully addressed on the floor or 
need further clarification. 
 

1. What is the breakdown of the Monsanto Settlement Funds? 
 
On December 6, 2022, a California federal judge granted final approval of a $537.5 
million class settlement that the City of Long Beach (City) and other government 
jurisdictions throughout the country reached with Bayer AG's Monsanto Company and 
its subsidiaries to resolve allegations that the localities face increased costs due to 
Monsanto's contamination of waterways and harbors with polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs) over the last several decades. The City is anticipated to receive $7.5 million from 
the settlement.  
 
Using the City’s adopted Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAP), staff have prepared 
the following list of recommendations for how to invest these settlement funds in projects 
and programs: 
 

MONSANTO SETTLEMENT PROJECTS BY CAP ACTION 
CAP Action DRT3:  Water Quality Green Infrastructure 

Trash Interceptor Barge: Seed funding for a trash interceptor barge 
at the end of the Los Angeles River that removes large volumes of 
trash and plastic before reaching the ocean waterfront. The Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Works implemented a pilot 
project to test this innovative technology at the mouth of Ballona 
Creek in Marina del Rey, where since its deployment in October 2022, 
has prevented 77.4 tons of trash from reaching local beaches and the 
ocean. The City desires to implement a similar installation after 
additional project scoping and feasibility. Seed funding is critical to the 
planning and design of this project and ensures the City has matching 
funding for future grants.   

$2,500,000 
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Tree Planting: Plant trees in areas with the lowest urban forest cover 
to minimize stormwater runoff and help protect the area from flooding. 

$500,000 

Watershed Trash Capture at DeForest Wetlands: Design and 
permit trash capture and cleanout devices for 2 large watershed 
outfalls in DeForest Wetlands to capture trash and keep collected 
water clean for the surrounding habitat. 

$250,000 

Urban Forest Management Plan: Update the Urban Forest 
Management Plan prioritizing reduction of urban heat island 
conditions and improvements to water quality through increased 
urban forest and enhanced vegetation. 

$250,000 

Green Pervious Alleys: Installation of the first green pervious alley 
to capture stormwater in Washington Neighborhood, whose residents 
developed the Urban Heat Island Best Practices Toolkit and which is 
subject to urban heat island effects. 

$200,000 

CAP Action: Rainfall Capture (DRT3) 
Water Quality Direct Install Program Pilot: Establish a direct install 
(pilot) program for rainfall and stormwater capture/cleaning 
installations at residential properties, focusing on properties identified 
in impacted areas in the CAP and/or in CDBG areas, to address water 
quality.  

$1,000,000 

CAP Action: Enhance Outreach and Education (DRT2) 
Water Capture/Cleaning Education: Create educational campaign 
to encourage participate in low impact development (LID) strategies 
and the resources available to private property owners to achieve 
citywide goals for water capture on private property. 

$100,000 

Water Capture Rebates: Create rebates for rainwater/stormwater 
capture in low impact development (LID) installations to spur greater 
participation in new and existing LID programs and expand the 
greywater infrastructure system. 

$250,000 

CAP Action: Stormwater Management (FLD5) 
Storm Water Critical Improvements: Update the Stormwater/Storm 
Drain Master Plan and then begin to implement priority projects to fix 
critical stormwater and storm drain infrastructure. 

 $1,850,000 

Stormwater Management Projects Matching Funds: Matching 
funds for designed County-approved Measure W stormwater/water 
quality projects to maximize points to secure future construction 
funding. 

$600,000 

TOTAL: $7,500,000 
 
 
 
 



Response to Questions from the City Council Budget Hearing on August 1, 2023 
August 7, 2023 
Page 3 
 
 

 

2. Are there any reductions in this year’s Proposed Budget? What is the difference 
in the FY 24 Budget from what was proposed in FY 23? 

 
While Departments may have made efficiencies in their budget, there were no service 
reductions proposed in FY 24. A list of changes to the FY 24 Proposed Budget can be 
found in the City Manager’s Proposed Budget Message, Attachments B: General Fund 
Strategic One-time Investments, C: Summary of Budget Changes – General Fund, and 
D: Summary of Budget Changes – Other Funds, in the Proposed FY 24 Budget Book. 
 

3. Where is the calendar with all the dates of the future budget hearings? 
 
The schedule of community meetings and topics for the budget hearings can be found 
on the July 6, 2023 memo in the following link: https://longbeach.gov/globalassets/city-
manager/media-library/documents/memos-to-the-mayor-tabbed-file-list-
folders/2023/july-6--2023---budget-schedule-for-fiscal-year-2024-city-council-budget-
meetings. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Budget Manager Grace H. Yoon at (562) 570-6408.  
 
 
CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 
 DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
 LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 
 LINDA F. TATUM, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 

MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
APRIL WALKER, ADMINISTRATIVE DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, ACTING DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK 
DEPARTMENT HEADS 
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