
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
Date: July 14, 2023 
 
To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager  
 
From: Cynthia Guidry, Director, Long Beach Airport  
 
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
Subject: Unleaded Aviation Fuel Update at Long Beach Airport  
 
 
On October 18, 2022, the City Council approved a recommendation directing the City Manager 
to work with the Long Beach Airport (Airport or LGB) and its stakeholders to establish a plan to 
reduce lead emissions and implement programs to transition to unleaded aviation gasoline 
(AvGas). On December 2, 2022, a memorandum was provided to the Mayor and City Council 
with an initial update. 
 
On December 6, 2022, the City Council adopted a resolution amending the Master Fee and 
Charges Schedule to exempt unleaded AvGas from fuel flowage fees for the three-year period 
of 2023-2025; and on January 31, 2023, the Airport and members of its tenant community 
participated in a nationwide webinar hosted by the National Air Transportation Association 
(NATA) regarding conversion considerations and updates for the transition to unleaded AvGas. 
This memorandum serves to provide a further update on the Airport’s efforts in this regard. 
 
Unleaded Aviation Fuel Availability at LGB 
 
Signature Flight Support (Signature) coordinates fueling services as part of Aeroplex Aviation 
(Aeroplex), a Fixed Base Operator (FBO) at LGB. Signature has been working diligently to 
implement an interim program using mobile fuel trucks to initiate the sale of unleaded AvGas 
until permanent infrastructure and facilities are constructed. The commencement for the sale of 
unleaded AvGas at LGB is scheduled for the first week of August 2023. 
 
Signature has coordinated with Swift Fuels (Swift) of Indiana for the sale of Swift’s UL94 product 
at LGB. Swift currently supplies UL94 to airports in Los Angeles and San Diego counties. UL94 
is capable of servicing approximately 75 percent of the nation’s piston powered fleet. The Airport 
estimates approximately 60-70 percent of the piston powered aircraft based at LGB may be 
eligible to use the UL94 product. 
 
Information and education for LGB-based and transient pilots on unleaded AvGas products will 
be essential for ensuring a smooth transition. Signature/Aeroplex and the Airport are working to 
coordinate educational sessions for LGB-based pilots, including a question-and-answer period 
to review benefits, proper application, required aircraft maintenance and applicable certifications. 
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Status of 100 Unleaded AvGas Availability 
 
In September 2022, General Aviation Modifications, Inc. (GAMI) received Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) approval for the use of its G100 unleaded AvGas in all spark ignition piston 
engine aircraft. Although a significant milestone, GAMI has indicated that planning for production 
and widespread distribution is their focus in 2023. GAMI’s product is planned for wide availability 
and distribution in 2024. Concurrently, other fuel developers including Swift are testing their 100 
unleaded products for approval and future distribution. 
 
As the industry gets closer to a replacement for 100LL (low-lead) AvGas that serves 100 percent 
of the nation’s piston fleet, the safe and efficient production and distribution of unleaded AvGas 
will be a critical priority to meet the general aviation demand across the nation. Collaboration 
across the industry is necessary as it involves multiple entities, i.e., regulators, fuel producers, 
distributors, transportation/logistics companies, insurers, fire departments, aircraft mechanics, 
FBO’s, airports, pilots, and others, for a successful transition to unleaded Avgas. Industry 
stakeholders are working together, clarifying standards, testing protocols, specifications, and 
trainings to maintain momentum toward availability of quality lead-free commercially viable 
products. 
  
Regulatory Agency Efforts 
 
The FAA continues its efforts towards the transition to unleaded fuel. In addition to the items 
noted above, the FAA plans to devote $10 million in funding during this fiscal year towards 
developing a demonstration project to collect data and create best practices focused on the 
transition to unleaded fuel. 
 
The FAA also continues its efforts with the Eliminate Aviation Gasoline Lead Emissions (EAGLE) 
initiatives. The inaugural EAGLE meeting was held in March 2022 followed by meetings in June 
and November 2022. Additional information and meeting materials are available at 
http://www.faa.gov/unleaded. 
 
The Airport continues to work with its FBO’s, the FAA and industry partners to facilitate the 
transition to unleaded AvGas.  In tandem with other federal-regulated airports, the Airport 
continues discussions to identify opportunities to incentivize a more rapid transition to unleaded 
AvGas. 
 
The Airport recognizes Signature/Aeroplex efforts in working through several challenges to 
provide this upcoming interim milestone as a bridge until a fully unleaded commercially viable 
product is available. The Airport appreciates Signature/Aeroplex’s continued progress for a 
permanent infrastructure installation, which requires a significant investment in planning, 
financing, permitting, and construction. The Airport will continue to monitor developments, both 
locally and nationwide, on the transition to unleaded AvGas; and provide further City Council 
updates. 
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Should you have any questions, please contact me at (562) 570-2605. 
 
CC:  DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 
 DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
 LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 
 LINDA F. TATUM, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
 TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, ACTING DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
 APRIL WALKER, ADMINISTRATIVE DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
 MEREDITH REYNOLDS, SPECIAL DEPUTY CITY MANAGER FOR RECOVERY 
 KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
 MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK 
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 


