
 

 
  
 
 
 
Date: April 1, 2024 
 
To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 
 
From: Alison King, Director of Health and Human Services 
 
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
Subject: City to Launch Sensory Area For Everyone (S.A.F.E.) Vehicle 
 
The City of Long Beach Department of Health and Human Services (Health Department), in 
partnership with KultureCity, will launch the Sensory Area For Everyone (S.A.F.E.) vehicle, a 
mobile sensory service that prioritizes the needs of the Disability, Access, and Functional 
Needs (DAFN) community.  This new resource, which is the first of its kind in Long Beach, will 
serve as a sensory relief room for community members who may seek immediate comfort in 
high-stress or noisy environments, such as community events or emergency situations. 
 
The S.A.F.E. vehicle will offer a range of features designed to provide children, families, and 
adults with sensory needs a safe, comfortable, and soothing environment to reduce anxiety 
and recenter.  Some of these features include: 

• Sound proofing and noise-canceling earmuffs  

• Low lighting  

• Air conditioning  

• Sensory spinning carousels and bean bag chairs  

• Tactile walls  

• Color-changing light shows and water bubbles  

• Weighted lap pads  

• Ramp access 
 
Noise and over-stimulation are common in emergency and high-stress situations.  The S.A.F.E. 
vehicle will support people with sensory needs and intellectual and developmental disabilities 
(I/DD) who are sensitive to these environments.  By offering this new resource, the Health 
Department’s Public Health Emergency Management division will strengthen its emergency 
planning and response efforts, focusing on inclusivity and accessibility and actively dismantling 
barriers that exclude community members with sensory needs. 
 
The S.A.F.E. vehicle was acquired with Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) Program Funds.  
This Homeland Security Grant program assists state, local, and tribal efforts in preventing, 
protecting against, mitigating, and responding to and recovering from acts of terrorism and 
other emergency response threats. 
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For more information and updates on the S.A.F.E. vehicle and other DAFN initiatives, please 
visit longbeach.gov/dafn. If you have any questions, please contact the DAFN Coordinator, 
Esmeralda Garcia, at Esmeralda.Garcia@longbeach.gov or by phone at (562) 570-7901. 
 
CC:  DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 
 DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
 LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 
 APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
 MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
 GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
 TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
 KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
 MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK 
 DEPARTMENT HEADS 
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