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Memorandum

Date: June 24, 2024
To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager \W)

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Meredith Reynolds, Deputy City Manager 7 v 'KR
Subject: Climate Resilient and Sustainable City Commission Recommendations

Regarding Preferred Procurement for Certified Green Businesses and Increased
Polystyrene Ordinance Compliance

On April 25, 2024, the Climate Resilient and Sustainable City Commission (Commission)
received a staff presentation about Earth Month highlights, including an update on the City of
Long Beach Green Business Certification Program (Program). During public comment on the
item, the owners of a certified Green Business, Primal Alchemy Catering, addressed the
Commission about how their participation in the Program has been beneficial to their business
and has allowed them to better advocate for green practices in the food service and event
planning sectors at industry events. They expressed their support for the Program overall but
also asked for the support of the Commission in advocating that Certified Green Businesses be
considered in City of Long Beach (City) bids and contracting. In addition, Primal Alchemy
commented that the City’s Polystyrene Ordinance has been enacted in ample time to conduct
outreach and education to businesses but has not initiated an enforcement effort to ensure
greater levels of compliance.

When it came time to approve the recommendation to receive and file the Earth Month highlights
presentation, a friendly amendment was made by Commissioner Coffee to request that City staff
send a statement to the Mayor and City Council of the Commission’s support for [1] providing
additional consideration for Certified Green Businesses that respond to public contracting bids;
and [2] more enforcement, outreach, and engagement on the City’s Polystyrene Ordinance. The
friendly amendment was accepted by Commissioner Gonzales, who made the motion to receive
and file, and the motion with the friendly amendment was approved 7-0, with three
Commissioners absent.

As stated in Article 1, Section 1.2 of the Commission Bylaws, all recommendations of the
Commission shall be submitted to the City Council in writing and shall include a summary of any
citizen testimony before the Commission on each particular recommendation presented for
consideration. Please find the Commission’s recommendations to the Mayor and City Council
below.

The Commission supports the following recommendations and requests the City Council
consider:
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¢ Providing additional consideration for Certified Green Businesses that respond to public
contracting bids; and

e Enacting more enforcement, outreach, and engagement to ensure compliance with the
City’s adopted Polystyrene Ordinance.

Policy Details/Additional Information

Since the Commission’s April 25, 2024 meeting, staff have compiled the following information to
provide additional context related to the Commission’s request.

Green Purchasing

The City of Long Beach has an Environmentally Preferable Procurement Policy established in
2003. The primary purpose of this policy is to maximize the environmental benefits of the City’s
activities by encouraging the procurement of services and products that reduce toxicity,
conserve natural resources, materials, and energy, and maximize recyclability and recycled
content. The purchase of environmentally preferable products is preferred whenever such
products perform satisfactorily and are available at the lowest bid. A collateral purpose of this
policy is to support markets for recycled goods and other environmentally preferable products
and services. This policy could be updated to reflect more significant green purchasing
provisions.

Polystyrene Ordinance

On June 3, 2018, the City adopted an ordinance that prohibits the use of single-use food ware
containers made from expanded polystyrene (EPS) foam and rigid polystyrene #6. This
ordinance began with City facilities and operations and took effect over three phases. In
February 2020 and again in October 2020, additional ordinance amendments were adopted that
expanded to bans on plastic/bioplastic straws and cup lids and the retail prohibition where no
person, vendor, business, or event promoter may sell, rent, or distribute polystyrene service
ware used for food service and packaging materials. The full Expanded Polystyrene Ordinance
can be found at: Chapter 8.63: Polystyrene Food Packaging.

This information was presented at a recent meeting of the Climate, Environment, and Coastal
Protection Committee on April 9, 2024, during which staff from the Public Works Department
provided a presentation on the Polystyrene Ordinance. The presentation outlined the outreach
and education efforts conducted by the City since 2018 and the plan to begin enforcement efforts
in the summer of 2024, which include fines for violations that are not corrected. The presentation
can be viewed here.


https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/sustainability/media-library/documents/urban-living/green-economy-and-lifestyle/final_epp_policy_6-10-2003a/
https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.63POFOPA
https://longbeach.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=0&type=7&uid=120d45ab-e064-45a9-94de-c236de52a10b
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On March 29, 2024, the City Manager issued a memorandum providing an update on
enforcement. Beginning this month, the following steps will be taken in response to complaints
of non-compliance:

e The complaint will be investigated
e If violations are confirmed, a 30-day correction notification will be issued.

o After 30 days, a second site visit will be conducted. If the business is found to still be in
violation of the ordinance, an administrative citation will be issued per LBMC Chapter
8.63:

o %105 fine for the initial violation;
o $210 fine for a second violation; and,
o $525 for any subsequent violation.

If you have any questions, please contact Meredith Reynolds, Deputy City Manager, at (562)
570-6677 or meredith.reynolds@Ilongbeach.gov.

cC: DAWN McINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY
DoucLAs P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. Doub, CiTY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
GRACE YOON, DEpPUTY CITY MANAGER
TYLER CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK
DEPARTMENT HEADS
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