CITY OF

LONG BEACH Memorandum

Date: November 1, 2024

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager -f,:/—,//%

From:  Alison King, Director of Health & Human Services @UUL‘&/
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Board of Health and Human Services Recommendation for Beach Water
Quality Hazard Signhage

The Long Beach Board of Health and Human Services (BOH) acts as an advisory body
to consult with and advise the Department Director, Mayor and City Council, and City
Manager on matters relating to public health in the City of Long Beach (City), per
Municipal Code No. 2.24.050.

The attached proposal recommending that the City install beach water quality hazard
signage along recreational waterways was approved by the BOH at the meeting held on
October 11, 2024.

If you would like further information, please contact Alejandra Gutierrez, Executive
Assistant of Health and Human  Services, at (562) 570-4016 or
Alejandra.Gutierrez@longbeach.gov.

ATTACHMENT

cc: DAwWN McINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY
DouGLAS P. HAUBERT, CiTY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. Doup, CiTY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CiTY CLERK
DEPARTMENT HEADS


mailto:Alejandra.Gutierrez@longbeach.gov

CITY OF o Board of Health and Human Services

S - - il
LO N G ;'ﬁ?i ?:5“"%j 2525 Grand Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90815

(562) 570-4014 FAX(562) 570-4049

Sabrina Sanders, EdD — Chair Miles McNeeley, MSW — Commissioner
Barbara Schwerin, Esq - Vice Chair Alexander Red Eagle, MD - Commissioner
Paula Clark, CRNA — Commissioner Nasir Tejani, MD, FAAP - Commissioner
Rose Van Meeveren, MEd, BSN, RN, NCSN — Commissioner Lauren Walton, MD - Commissioner
Manorama Gupta, MD — Commissioner Beth Lessen, PhD - Commissioner

October 15, 2024
To: Honorable Mayor Rex Richardson and City Council

PROPOSAL from The Long Beach Board of Health and Human Services for the City of Long Beach
to Install Beach/Water Hazard Signage Along Recreational Waterways

Recommendation:

The Board of Health and Human Services would like to propose that the Long Beach Department
of Health and Human Services in partnership with the Marine Bureau, Public Works and the Fire
Department Lifeguard Division (and/or any other relevant City Departments) investigate and
evaluate a system of communication that is inclusive of the entire community to be deployed
during hazardous water conditions along all Long Beach water access locations.

Background:

In February 2024, there was a massive sewage spill that impacted all the waterways in Long
Beach. Sewage spills affecting Long Beach waterways are not uncommon, often occurring more
than once annually. Additionally, there are other potential water hazards including jellyfish, tidal
events and other concerns.

When these problems occur, the City of Long Beach uses a variety of media to alert the public of
the dangers including social media, text alerts for those who are signed up, local TV, etc.;
however, these methodologies do not reach a large enough audience to provide appropriate
public safety.

There are no signs posted along the waterways warning of the danger. During the recent 8-
million-gallon spill in February 2024, we spoke with many residents who had no idea the
waterways were off limits. Additionally, walking along both Marine Stadium and the Beach Path
from the Pier to Downtown there were many people and dogs in the water.

There are a variety of signs to be considered, including but not limited to permanent signposts
with changeable signs, beach warning flag system, or other types. We may consider signs be
deployed at regular intervals in easy to see locations along Marine Stadium (both sides), Mother’s
Beach, the full length of the main beach from the Peninsula (both sides) all the way to downtown,
Alamitos Bay, the Colorado Lagoon and any other impacted waterways that humans may use for
recreation including boating, swimming and fishing.
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Additionally, since Long Beach waterways are generally dog friendly, an additional warning alert
system should be instituted to go out to all the veterinary hospitals in the area via email when
other alerts are deployed via the news, social media, etc. This will allow the hospitals to post the
warnings at their physical locations and on their websites and social media and email them to
hospital clientele. If the water is dangerous to humans, it is also dangerous to dogs. Dogs
swimming in contaminated waters also constitute a health hazard to their owners due to the
close nature of human/dog relationships.

Respectfully submitted for consideration,

City of Long Beach Board of Health & Human Services

S i) Conrs Barbara Sthwerin

Sabrina Sana\e{s, Chair Barbara Schwerin, Vice Chair
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