CITY OF

LONG BEACH Memorandum

Date: October 17, 2024

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager LU
From: Eric Lopez, Director of Public Works {/C%
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Update on Driveway Parking Permits

At its meeting on October 15, 2019, the City Council approved a recommendation for appropriate
staff to report back on the potential of drafting an ordinance allowing for driveway parking permits
Citywide. The existing driveway parking permit was originally established in 2010, at that point
limiting the issuance of such permit to designated parking impacted areas.

The driveway parking permit program established in 2010 has been administered by the Traffic
Engineering Division to allow residents to park in the street in front of their driveway apron.
Applicants submit a request for a permit with a $170 non-refundable fee. The requested location
is reviewed by Traffic Engineering staff to confirm the location will not impede traffic or obscure
motorists’ line of sight. Approved permittees receive a rearview mirror hang tag with their address
and a certification sticker. Each year, a new sticker is mailed to participants who submit the $35
renewal fee.

The program is restricted to parking
Annual No. of Driveway Parking Permits Issued ~ impacted communities and = single-family
properties without shared driveways, limiting
the number of potential applicants. Since

2013, an average of 10 permits have been
. issued each year.
’ Because parking impacted areas are
: periodically assessed by the Department of
Community Development, there may be
cases where a residence experiences on-
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street parking demand exceeding the
definition of a parking impacted area prior to
being officially designated as such. The
driveway parking permit program may be
more widely utilized if residents outside
parking impacted communities were eligible.
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Single-family land use is more prevalent outside of parking impacted areas and still experiences
acute parking demand two days a week during street sweeping maintenance. If LBMC
10.22.025A were modified to remove the reference to parking impacted areas, a significant
increase in permit requests is possible.


https://longbeach.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7761864&GUID=19072201-930E-4DE7-A834-D4C25B356ACE
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Engineering staff from the Traffic Engineering Division’s Neighborhood Partnering group would
be expected to investigate new permit requests, in addition to their typical duties of responding
to various other parking programs like accessible parking spaces, loading zones, red curb
requests, and neighborhood traffic calming requests. Depending on the number of requests
received, additional staff resources may be needed if the City Council proceeds with directing
staff to expand the program.

Conclusion and Recommendations

If the City Council wishes to expand the driveway parking permit program citywide and beyond
just parking impacted areas, then staff recommends the following:

e Amend Long Beach Municipal Code Section 10.22.025, and any related sections, to
remove any reference to parking-impacted areas and allow the City Traffic Engineer the
authority to issue driveway parking permits citywide.

e Create, budget, and assign one full-time Clerk Typist | position to the Traffic Engineering
Division to process the influx of driveway parking permits in addition to parking requests
related to blue zone ADA compliance, preferential parking districts, oversize vehicle
parking, and valet permits. There are backlogs on other City Council priorities including
traffic calming requests, Vision Zero and Safe Streets Action Plan, Bicycle Master Plan,
traffic data collection, micromobility, and the automated speed enforcement cameras
program, in addition to a heavy normal workload. Other objectives that could be impacted
include quick-build traffic projects as well as traffic engineering designs, input, outreach,
coordination, and traffic control, detour, traffic signage and striping, and site plan reviews
associated with an unprecedentedly large infrastructure investment plan to ready the city
for the upcoming Olympic Games.

Should you have any questions or comments on the City’s curb management or parking relief
efforts, please contact Paul Van Dyk, City Traffic Engineer, at (562) 570-6675 or
Paul.VanDyk@Ilongbeach.gov. For new permit requests under the existing program, residents
in parking impacted areas may submit their requests via email at traffic@longbeach.gov or call
(562) 570-6332.

cc. DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY
DoucLAs P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. DouD, CiTY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK (REF. FILE #19-1034)
DEPARTMENT HEADS
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