
Memorandum 

Date: 

To: 

April 23, 2025 

Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 

From: Cathy De Leon, Director, Library, Arts, and Culture 

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Subject: Long Beach Public Library 2024 Annual Report 

Long Beach Public Library (LBPL) has compiled its first-ever annual report for public 
distribution. This report summarizes program and service highlights from Fiscal Year 2024 and 
tells the story of the incredible work the LBPL has done to provide equitable access to books, 
resources, and programs for lifelong learning, early childhood education, and cultural 
celebration throughout the City. 

LBPL has engaged closely with residents in a multitude of ways, both inside its 12 locations 
and out in the community, fulfilling its mission and vision of meeting the information needs of 
the City’s culturally diverse and dynamic population by connecting people, inspiring ideas, and 
transforming lives.  

Some 2024 highlights include: 

• Approximately 190,000 cardholders checked out nearly 1.1 million items

• Over 16,000 people signed up for library cards for the first time

• Approximately 660,000 electronic materials (e-books, e-audiobooks, online database
articles) were accessed

• Over 79,000 people, 39 percent of which were children ages 0-5, participated in a library
program or event

• LBPL uplifted and amplified the experiences of Black, AANHPI, Latinx, and LGBTQIA+
communities through an array of workshops, events, and activities

The report is attached and available here. If you have any questions, please contact Cathy De 
Leon, Director of Library, Arts, and Culture at cathy.deleon@longbeach.gov or (562) 570-6291. 

ATTACHMENT 

CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 
DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK  
DEPARTMENT HEADS 

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/3199feb1cb.html
mailto:cathy.deleon@longbeach.gov




















The Miller Room
The Miller Room is a space dedicated to the arts,
featuring the Loraine and Earl Burns Miller Special
Collections with a focus on Asian art. It serves as a
Special Collections reading room and a vibrant hub for
author talks, documentary screenings, and a variety of
engaging programs.  

38 Programs Offered 
858 Attendees 

Programs Con’t
Special

The Studio
The Studio offers a dynamic, free space for creators
of all ages to explore their passions. Whether you're
interested in 3D printing, CAD design, traditional arts,
or music production, there’s tools and support for the
community. With cutting-edge technology and a
collaborative environment, The Studio is a hub for
learning, innovation, and connection. 

78 Programs Offered
1,001 Attendees  
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SEED
The STEAM Ecosystem Expansion Demonstration
academic year programming served three
cohorts of registered students at three library
sites (Main, Twain, & Harte) over the course of 10
Saturdays. 

53 Participants  

The SEED summer program served six, one
week-long cohorts of 20-25 students throughout
the course of the summer.
 

125 Participants 
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Bay Shore bringing
Storytime to

the Community! 

The Studio
Makerspace

Celebrates 10 Years

The Long Beach Public Library
celebrated the 10th anniversary of The
Studio, a vibrant community hub for
creativity and innovation since its launch
in April 2014. Located within the Billie
Jean King Main Library, The Studio
offered free programs and classes for
creators of all ages, including 3D
printing, CAD design, traditional arts, and
music production to commemorate this
10-year milestone, a celebration with an
opening reception and art exhibition
titled "A 10-Year Retrospective of Art and
Maker Innovation" was held. The
celebration also featured special
workshops, such as an interactive
synthesizer session by Fem Synth Lab
and a watercolor painting workshop with
artist Carly Lake.

The Bay Shore Neighborhood Library
team turned Fire Station #8 and the
Recreation Park Community Center into
lively storytime hubs twice a week,
ensuring families had continued access
to engaging storytelling. With 120 offsite
Toddler Times and 6,174 attendees,
librarians kept young minds engaged,
imaginations soaring, and the
community connected through the
magic of stories—rain or shine!

The Community
Outreach Service

Team Rocks!

The Community Outreach Services team
connected with the community through
events, classroom visits, and library
presentations. The team offered storytimes,
crafts, book giveaways, and informative
sessions while fostering strong partnerships
citywide.

110 Outreach Events
1,263 Attendees

Hilos de Sueños
y Recuerdo

The Long Beach Public Library hosted
Hilos de Sueños y Recuerdos: Sew it
Goes, a community sewing lab series, in
October and November. Funded by
California Humanities’ Library Innovation
Lab, the program celebrated the city’s
immigrant communities. Participants
worked on personal sewing projects
while contributing to a collaborative quilt
featuring photos, prints, and shared
memories. Open labs were held at
various library branches, with
approximately 12 attendees per session
and 30 at the final event, totaling 102
participants. The series culminated in a
quilt reveal on November 23 at the Billie
Jean King Main Library, where the
community celebrated through
storytelling, live music, and refreshments.
The final quilt was set to rotate on display
across all 12 library branches.

Highlights



The Studio’s Summer Maker Challenge 2024 was a great success,
thanks to the enthusiasm and support of our community. This year’s
program brought together participants for an adventure-themed
summer of creativity. A total of 152 attendees joined our scheduled
workshops, while 76 participants completed Studio maker
activities, embracing hands-on learning in a collaborative space.

The Studio's
Summer Maker
Challenge 2024
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Announcements
Special

Long Beach Public
Library at the Dia
de Los Muertos

Parade

The Long Beach Public Library proudly participated in the Long
Beach Día de Los Muertos Parade for the first time, celebrating
culture, community, and literacy. To honor the rich traditions of
the holiday, the library decorated book carts featuring Latinx
authors and revolutionaries, highlighting its commitment to
inclusivity and education while engaging community.



Branch 
El Dorado Library
2900 Studebaker Rd. 90815 • 
(562) 570 - 3136

Harte Library
1595 W. Willow St. 90810 • 
(562) 570 - 1044

Los Altos Library
5614 E. Britton Dr. 90815 • 
(562) 570 - 1045

Mark Twain Library
1401 E. Anaheim St. 90813 • 
(562) 570 - 1046

Michelle Obama
5870 Atlantic Ave. 90805 • 
(562) 570 - 1047

LOCATIONS

Billie Jean King Main Library 
200 W. Broadway 90802 • 
(562) 570 - 7500

Alamitos Library
1836 E. Third. St. 90802 • 
(562) 570 - 1037

Bach Library 
4055 N. Bellflower Blvd. 90808 • 
(562) 570 - 1038

Bay Shore Library
195 Bay Shore Ave. 90803 • 
(562) 570 - 1039

Brewitt Library
4036 E. Anaheim St. 90804 • 
(562) 570 - 1040

Burnett Library
560 E. Hill St. 90806 • 
(562) 570 - 1041

Dana Library
3680 Altantic Ave. 90807 • 
(562) 570 - 1042
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LONG BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY

200 W. BROADWAY
LONG BEACH, CA 90802
(562) 570-7500
WWW.LBPL.ORG

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

YOUTUBE

https://www.longbeach.gov/library
http://facebook.com/LongBeachPublicLibrary
http://instagram.com/LBCityLibrary
http://youtube.com/LongBeachPublicLib

