
Memorandum 

Date: August 12, 2025 

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 

From: Teresa Chandler, Deputy City Manager 

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Subject: Commission for Women and Girls Letter in Recognition of Women’s 
Equality Day 

On July 23, 2025, the Commission for Women and Girls (CWG) approved a 
recommendation to transmit a letter to the Mayor and City Council in recognition of 
Women’s Equality Day and in support of local actions to advance gender equity in Long 
Beach. The City Council previously adopted a Resolution in 2015 recognizing August 26 
as Women’s Equality Day, commemorating the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. 

The enclosed letter outlines recommended actions aligned with recent CWG discussions 
and priorities, including investing in gender-equitable accommodations within the Long 
Beach Fire Department, strengthening the City’s organizational infrastructure to prevent 
human trafficking, and safeguarding Long Beach’s immigrant community. 

If you have any questions, please contact Alanah Grant, at (562) 570-6656 or 
Alanah.Grant@longbeach.gov.    

ATTACHMENT 

CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 
DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK (REF# 25-58998) 
DEPARTMENT HEADS 

https://longbeach.primegov.com/search/itemsearch?meetingItemId=58311
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July 23, 2025 
 
Hon. Mayor Rex Richardson and Members of the City Council 
City of Long Beach 
411 West Ocean Blvd, 11th Floor 
Long Beach, CA  90802 
 
Re: Celebrating Women’s Equality Day: Advancing Gender Equity in Long Beach 
 
On August 26, 2025, the City of Long Beach will celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 
resolution recognizing Women's Equality Day. The Long Beach Women & Girls 
Commission respectfully requests that the city reaffirm its resolution to honor Women's 
Equality Day and formally include the following statement prepared by the Commission 
in the official record. 
 
Since its inception in 2024, the Long Beach Commission for Women & Girls has been 
steadfast in its mission to understand and address the unique needs of women and girls 
in our community. We have actively engaged with City service providers and local 
organizations to learn from their insights and experiences.  
 
Our journey has been one of profound learning and transformation. We have delved into 
the most fundamental needs and the most severe challenges faced by women and girls 
in our community. From health and housing to employment equity, from survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault to victims of human trafficking, and from the recent 
aggression against immigrants, we have listened and learned, and we are resolutely 
committed to addressing these pressing issues. 
 
While all the issues we have encountered are of great concern, the Commission is 
currently focusing on the below key issues – we ask that the Long Beach City Council join 
us in shedding greater light on these matters and seeking solutions for our community. 
 
Gender Equity in Workplaces: Gender inequities persist in many workplaces. As part 
of its work, the Commission has identified gender inequities in changing rooms and 
lavatories at the Long Beach Fire Regional Training Center and has formally requested 
that the Long Beach City Council prioritize funding during the current financial planning 
period to correct these issues. 
 
Human Trafficking: The Long Beach Commission for Women & Girls is considering 
partnering with the Long Beach Human Trafficking Task Force to create a report on the 
status of human trafficking in our city. We support the Council action dated April 22, 2025, 



 

to assess the City’s strategy to address human trafficking concerns on Long Beach 
Boulevard in North Long Beach and seek to align our reporting efforts with these findings1. 
Most importantly, we encourage the Council to continue to address human trafficking in 
our communities. 
 
Aggression Against the Immigrant Community: Recent studies by George 
Washington University and Georgetown University indicate that women and girls are 
disproportionately impacted by mass deportations, in addition to facing unique impacts2,3.  
 
The Commission is actively seeking information and researching this issue on the local 
level. We encourage the Long Beach City Council to stand firm in its support for 
immigrants in our community, and to consider additional avenues of aid, including those 
listed below. 
 

• Access to Basic Needs: Due to heightened fear, many residents are not leaving 
their homes, which means they are missing medical appointments, unable to work, 
and struggling to meet essential needs such as paying rent or purchasing 
groceries. 

• Access to Wellness Resources: The ongoing threat of immigration enforcement 
has exacerbated stress and mental health challenges, particularly among 
immigrant communities. 

• Access to Legal Representation: The recent federal suspension of bond 
hearings for undocumented immigrants has resulted in prolonged, and potentially 
unlawful, detention—effectively denying individuals their right to due process4. 

 
Whereas the Long Beach Commission for Women & Girls is an advisory body dedicated 
to providing recommendations for establishing and maintaining equal rights, equity, social 
justice, and opportunities for all genders, with a particular focus on women and girls living 
in the City of Long Beach, we kindly request your support regarding the issues outlined 
above.  
 
So, on August 26, 2025, when the City of Long Beach celebrates the 10th anniversary of 
its resolution honoring Women's Equality Day. The Long Beach Commission for Women 

 
1City of Long Beach, PrimeGov (OneMeeting) portal, Meeting Item 56914, accessed July 12, 2025, 
https://longbeach.primegov.com/search/itemsearch?meetingItemId=56914. 
2Global Women’s Institute, “U.S. Mass Deportations Impact on Women and Girls’ Experiences of Gender-
Based Violence,” GWI Blog, May 12, 2025, https://blogs.gwu.edu/globalwomensinstitute/2025/05/12/u-s-
mass-deportations-impact-on-women-and-girls-experiences-of-gender-based-violence/.  
3Rosa Celorio, Mary Ellsberg, Gabriella Nassif, and Carolina Jiménez Sandoval, “Gendered 
Consequences of U.S. Mass Deportations: How Shifting Migration Policies Endanger Women and Girls,” 
Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, May 6, 2025, 
https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2025/05/06/gendered-consequences-of-u-s-mass-deportations-how-shifting-
migration-policies-endanger-women-and-girls/.  
4Maria Sacchetti, “ICE Declares Millions of Undocumented Immigrants Ineligible for Bond Hearings,” The 
Washington Post, July 14, 2025, https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2025/07/14/ice-trump-
undocumented-immigrants-bond-hearings/. 
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& Girls looks forward to the reaffirmation of this resolution and to witnessing the entry of 
an official statement prepared by the Commission in the summer of 2025.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Long Beach Commission for Women & Girls 
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