
 
  
 
 

 

Memorandum 

 Date: February 13, 2025 
 
To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 
 
From: Sarah Patterson, Manager of Strategic Partnerships and Government Affairs 
 
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
Subject: Coastal Commission South Coast District Appointment Process 
 
The California Coastal Commission was established by voter initiative in 1972 
(Proposition 20) and was later made permanent by the Legislature through adoption of 
the California Coastal Act of 1976. Since 2015, Long Beach has been served well by Vice 
Mayor Roberto Uranga on this critical board in the South Coast District seat appointed by 
the Senate Rules Committee. His term is scheduled to end on May 20th, 2025.  
 
In partnership with coastal cities and counties, the Coastal Commission plans and 
regulates the use of land and water in the coastal zone. Development activities, which 
are broadly defined by the Coastal Act to include (among others) construction of buildings, 
divisions of land, and activities that change the intensity of use of land or public access 
to coastal waters, generally require a coastal permit from either the Coastal Commission 
or the local government. 
 
The Commission is an independent, quasi-judicial state agency. The Commission is 
composed of twelve voting members, appointed equally (four each) by the Governor, the 
Senate Rules Committee, and the Speaker of the Assembly. Six of the voting 
commissioners are locally elected officials and six are appointed from the public at large. 
Three ex officio (non-voting) members represent the Resources Agency, the California 
State Transportation Agency, and the State Lands Commission. 
 
The South Coast District includes southern Los Angeles County and all of Orange County, 
covering about 300 miles of coastline. The District includes the Ports of Los Angeles and 
Long Beach as well as Santa Catalina Island and San Clemente Island.  
Also included in the District are the following cities:  

• Los Angeles 

• Santa Monica 

• El Segundo 

• Manhattan Beach 

• Hermosa Beach 

• Redondo Beach 

• Torrance 

• Palos Verdes Estates 

• Rancho Palos Verdes 

• Long Beach 

• Avalon 

• Aliso Viejo 

• Seal Beach 

• Huntington Beach 

• Costa Mesa 

• Irvine 

• Laguna Beach 

• Laguna Niguel 

• Dana Point 

• San Clemente  
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To be appointed to the South Coast District seat, the process begins when the appointing 
authority (Senate Committee on Rules) requests nominations. Within forty-five (45) days 
of receiving this request for nominations, the Board of Supervisors and City Selection 
Committee of each county nominate supervisors, mayors, or city council members who 
reside in the region. The Senate Committee on Rules then selects and appoints a 
replacement.  
 
The South Coast District is composed of two counties, Los Angeles and Orange County. 

The Board of Supervisors and the City Selection Committee in each county can each 

propose at least two nominees (supervisors, mayors, or city council members). This 

results in a minimum of eight elected officials nominated across both counties. Of all the 

nominations, four must be supervisors and four must be mayor or city council. The 

Commission does not dictate how to achieve the minimum requirements across the 

nominating entities, nor is there a maximum limit of nominees imposed by the 

Commission. Because there is no limit to the nominations at the City Select Committee, 

all electeds nominated are sent to the Senate Committee on Rules for consideration. 

 
For consideration as the City of Long Beach candidate for the Coastal Commission 
election process, please confirm your interest with Mayor Rex Richardson in writing by 
the end of day February 28th.  If more than one Councilmember expresses interest, the 
City Council will vote to select the City’s candidate.  Please note, the candidate must still 
receive a nomination from the Board of Supervisors or City Selection Committee in LA or 
Orange County. 
 
If you have any questions about the process, please contact Sarah Patterson, Manager 
of Government Affairs, at (562) 570-6584. 
 
CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 
 DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
 LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 

APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 

 MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK  
DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 


