
Date: October 7, 2025 

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 

From: Alison King, Director of Health and Human Services 

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Subject: Youth-Led Opioid Awareness Showcase—"H.E.A.R. Us: Help Each Other and 
Redirect”   

The Department of Health and Human Services – Harm Reduction Program, in partnership 
with Youth Leadership Institute (yli), will host a Youth Opioid Awareness Showcase centered 
around the theme of “H.E.A.R. Us: Help Each Other and Redirect” at the Michelle Obama 
Neighborhood Library (5870 Atlantic Ave.) on Saturday, October 18, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. 

This community event will center on education, advocacy, and youth-led solutions to the opioid 
epidemic. It creates space for young people to share their stories, raise awareness, and spark 
meaningful conversations. Through their original zines – unique self-published works 
combining art, storytelling, and advocacy – alongside a social media campaign crafted by youth 
for youth, they aim to engage their peers and build understanding across the community. 
Residents are encouraged to register online, though registration is not required to attend. 

According to the Opioid Overdose Report 2018–2022, the Long Beach Fire Department EMS 
responded to 1,250 opioid-related overdose calls over the five-year period, with a 27.3% 
increase in calls between 2020 and 2022. The highest concentrations of these calls occurred 
in ZIP codes 90802, 90813, 90804, and 90805, with 90805 residents having the highest number 
of opioid-related overdose deaths from 2018 to 2022. In 2019, 90805 experienced the highest 
number of opioid-related overdose deaths occurring in Long Beach that year. 

Based on these findings and the persistent health disparities in the area, North Long Beach—
specifically ZIP code 90805—was selected as the location for this showcase. The community 
faces ongoing challenges, including limited access to healthcare, which contribute to lower life 
expectancy and fewer opportunities for prevention and treatment. Hosting the event in this 
neighborhood aligns with the City’s commitment to advancing health equity by bringing 
resources, education, and support directly to those most affected. 

This event is part of the City’s larger effort, supported by Opioid Settlement Funds, to reduce 
overdose deaths and improve access to care for those affected by drug use. By centering youth 
voices and leadership, the campaign promotes prevention, reduces stigma, and fosters 
community resilience. 

The Department of Health and Human Services remain committed to working closely with 
youth, families, and community partners to build on this momentum and address the opioid 
crisis through education, advocacy, and culturally responsive care.  

Memorandum 

https://yli.org/
https://forms.office.com/g/5gr2mZ56Rd
https://longbeach.gov/globalassets/health/media-library/documents/diseases-and-condition/hiv-syndemic-policy-program/opioid-overdose-report-2018-2022_final--bound-documents-
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If you have any questions, please contact Ismael Salamanca, HIV/STI Harm Reduction 
Syndemic Program Supervisor, at (562) 570-4435 or ish.salamanca@longbeach.gov. 

ATTACHMENT 

CC:  DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY               
DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR          
LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR          
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER          
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER      
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER       
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER    
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK    
DEPARTMENT HEADS 
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H.E.A.R. US
Help Each Other

And Redirect

A Youth Opioid
Awareness Showcase
Join us as young people showcase
their original zines and a social
media campaign, bringing fresh
perspectives and raising
awareness about the opioid crisis.

Learn more and RSVP at: longbeach.gov/harmreduction

October 18, 2025
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Michelle Obama Library 
5870 Atlantic Ave.
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