CITY OF

I_O N G Memorandum

Date:  July 21, 2026

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager /-
From:  Christopher Koontz, Director of Community Development(” K
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: 2026 Westside Night Market Series Kick Off

On September 18, 2026, the Community Development (Community Development)
Department, together with the Economic Development & Opportunity Department, and
supported by the Offices of the Mayor and Vice Mayor, will kick off a series of Westside
Night Markets. The event series will be the first of its kind in West Long Beach as part of
the 10-year community investment plan known as the Westside Promise initiative.
Westside Promise highlights community assets and increases investment to improve the
livability and wellbeing in West Long Beach. The initiative is in its third year of
implementation.

Throughout the fall, the Westside Night Markets will serve as vibrant community
gatherings to activate and strengthen the local economy and celebrate the identity of the
Westside. Neighborhood business owners recently formed the Westside Long Beach
Business Alliance, and one of their first collective requests was the establishment of a
night market to increase visibility and support for local West Long Beach businesses. By
creating a recurring, high-energy marketplace where residents can shop from
neighborhood vendors, the event will boost foot traffic, stimulate small business growth
and highlight the entrepreneurial talent already thriving in the area.

The Night Markets will be held every third Friday during September, October and
November from 5 — 8 p.m. on both sides of Santa Fe Avenue, starting at the southeast
corner of Admiral Kidd Park The events will include food vendors, live music, resources
and family-friendly interactive games and activities. Interested vendors or other
participants should contact WestsidePromise@longbeach.gov or (562) 570-7073 to join
the interest list.

Westside Night Markets

September 18, 2026, 5 — 8 p.m.
October 16, 2026, 5 — 8 p.m.
November 20, 5 -8 p.m.

Admiral Kidd Park
2125 Santa Fe Avenue
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Westside Promise

This effort is sponsored by the Westside Promise Initiative. The effort, introduced by
Mayor Rex Richardson and approved by the City Council as part of the Fiscal Year 2024
Budget, is a 10-year community investment plan for West Long Beach, an area that has
been historically underinvested. The program is carried out by the Community
Development with assistance and oversight from City Manager’s Office and support and
collaboration from the Economic Development & Opportunity; Health and Human
Services; Library, Arts and Culture; Park, Recreation and Marine; Public Works
Departments, and others.

For more information, please contact Meggan Sorensen, Housing and Neighborhood
Services Bureau Manager, at Meggan.Sorensen@longbeach.gov or (562) 570- 5269.

CC: DAWN McINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY
DoucLAs P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. Doub, CITY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK
DEPARTMENT HEADS
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