
Memorandum 

Date: June 1, 2026 

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 

From: Bo Martinez, Director of Economic Development & Opportunity 

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject:   Economic Development Commission 2025 Annual Report 

In accordance with the Long Beach Municipal Code 2.18.090, attached is the Economic 
Development Commission’s 2025 Annual Report to the Mayor and Members of the City Council. 

For more information, please contact Julian Cernuda, Business Development Bureau Manager, 
at Julian.Cernuda@longbeach.gov or 562.570.6154.  

ATTACHMENT 

CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY

DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR

LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR

APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER

TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER  
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER  
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
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Economic Development Commission 
2025 Annual Report 

 

City of Long Beach Economic Development Commission as outlined in the Long 

Beach Municipal Code (LBMC) (Chapter 2.18.090 - ADVISORY BOARDS, 

COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES)  
 

Background & Purpose 
This annual report provides the Long Beach Mayor and City Council with a summary of 
the Economic Development Commission’s (Commission) activities during the reporting 
period January 2025 through December 2025. 
 

Commissioners 
The Commission is comprised of eleven (11) members.  Per the Ordinance, at least a 
majority of the members of the Commission shall be residents of the City at the date of 
appointment. The remainder may consist of residents of the f City or individuals who have 
a business interest in the City at the date of their appointment. Members of the 
Commission are appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council. 
 

Commissioner Area of Experience 

Milton Duena Bargaining Unit 

Dr. Erica Jacquez At Large 

Austin Metoyer Business Association 

Kevin Noertker Business Association 

Nima Novin Business 

Jayro Sandoval Business 

Vivian Shimoyama Workforce Development 

Robert Smith Business 

John Thomas At Large 

Brenda Wunsch At Large 

 

Vivian Shimoyama (Chair) 

John Thomas (Vice Chair) 

 

Commission Responsibilities  
The duties of the Economic Development Commission (Commission) shall be to advise 

and make recommendations to the City Council and the City Manager on matters related 

economic development within the City. This includes supporting the creation  

of private-sector employment opportunities and business ventures, coordinating 

economic development efforts and evaluating key initiatives. Specifically, the 

Commission advises the City Council on the following: 

• Evaluating research related to economic growth patterns within the community. 



   

 

• Identifying economic development needs and opportunities in the community and 

the recommendation of program strategies for implementation by City staff. 

• Evaluating and recommending marketing plans for economic development 

programs.  

• Addressing other economic development priorities as directed by the City Council. 

Recommendations Presented to City Council 
No recommendations were presented to City Council in 2025.  

 

2025 Meeting Overview 
In 2025, the Commission conducted seven (7) public meetings and reviewed the following 
topics:  
 
Jan. 9, 2025 
 

• Meeting Cancelled 

Feb. 5, 2025 
 

• Presentation by the Department of Economic Development & Opportunity (EDO) 

on 2024 highlights and upcoming 2025 activities. 

• Presentation by the Technology and Innovation Department on Digital Economic 

Inclusion, including a follow up from October 2, 2024 presentation. 

• Recommendation to appoint Commissioner Sandoval and Wunsch to the 

Economic Development Revolving Loan Subcommittee. 

March 5, 2025 

• Presentation by Long Beach Economic Partnership on updates and upcoming 

2025 activities. 

• Presentation from World Trade Center on updates and upcoming 2025 activities. 

April 2, 2025 
 

• Meeting canceled 

May 7, 2025 

• Presentation by EDO providing an overview of the Long Beach Workforce 

Innovation Network. 

• Presentation by the EDO Long Beach Public Service Corps fellows on their 

experience with the Program. 

 
 



   

 

June 4, 2025 
 

• Presentation by the City Manager’s Office providing an overview of the 2028 

Olympic and Paralympic Games and City of Long Beach involvement. 

 

• Presentation by EDO on updates related to the Long Beach Amphitheater, Queen 

Mary and waterfront. 

July 2, 2025 

• Meeting cancelled 

Aug. 6, 2025 
 

• Presentation by the Community Development Department providing an overview 

of the entitlement process, current projects, and other departmental initiatives. 

 

• Presentation on the 2025 Site Selectors Conference. 

Sept. 3, 2025 
 

• Meeting cancelled 

Oct. 1, 2025 

• Presentation by EDO providing an update on the Fiscal Year 2026 budget, 

including funded initiatives and projects. 

 

• Presentation by EDO providing an update on the Department’s 52 priorities. 

Nov. 5, 2025 
 

• Presentation by EDO providing an update on the Grow Long Beach Economic 

Blueprint and related Department activities. 

 

• Presentation by EDO on the 2025 Site Selectors Conference. 

Dec. 3, 2025 

• Meeting canceled 

 

 

 

 

    



   

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 

Meetings and Attendance 
 

Commissioner 01/09 02/05 03/05 04/02 05/07 06/04 07/02 08/06 09/03 10/01 11/05 12/03 

Milton Duena C P N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Dr.Erica 
Jacquez 

C P P C P P C P C E P C 

Austin 
Metoyer 

C P P C P P C P C P E C 

Kevin 
Noertker 

C P P C E P C P C P P C 

Nima Novin C P P C P E C P C P P C 
 

Jayro 
Sandoval 

C P P C E P C P C P P C 

Vivian 
Shimoyama 

C P P C P P C P C P P C 

Robert Smith C P P C P P C P C P E C 

John Thomas C E P C P P C P C P P C 

Brenda 
Wunsch 

C P P C E P C P C P P C 

P--Present   E--Excused   C—Meeting 
 

Commission Subcommittees 
 

Revolving Loan Fund Committee 
The Revolving Loan Fund Subcommittee conducted six (6) public meetings in 2025 and 
reviewed the following topics: 
 
Jan. 9, 2025 
 

• Meeting cancelled 

Feb. 5, 2025 
 

• Recommendation to approve the revolving loan application in the amount of 
$50,000 for ArtSpark Education Group LLC, DBA Coastal Kids Playspace. 
 

March 5, 2025 
 

• Recommendation to approve the revolving loan application in the amount of 
$99,000 for Fried Industries LLC, DBA Long Beach Beer Lab. 

• Recommendation to approve the revolving loan application in the amount of 
$99,000 for Brick House Yellow Door LLC. 

 
April 2, 2025 



   

 

 

• Meeting canceled 

May 7, 2025 
 

• Meeting canceled 

June 4, 2025 
 

• Recommendation to approve the revolving loan application in the amount of 
$99,000 for ReEnergized Inc. 
 

July 2, 2025 
 

• Meeting canceled 

Aug. 6, 2025 
 

• Meeting canceled 
 
July 2, 2025 

• Meeting canceled 

Aug. 6, 2025 
 

• Meeting canceled 

Sept. 3, 2025 
 

• Recommendation to approve the revolving loan application in the amount of 
$60,000 for Seeket Inc. 

 
Oct. 1, 2025 
 

• Meeting cancelled 

Nov. 5, 2025 
 

• Recommendation to approve the revolving loan application in the amount of 
$20,000 for Phenomenal Beauty 4 All LLC. 
 

• Recommendation to approve the revolving loan application in the amount of 
$50,000 for Spic & Span Services LLC, DBA Tape Up’s Barber & Beauty Shop. 

 
 
Dec. 3, 2025 
 



   

 

• Recommendation to approve the revolving loan application in the amount of 

$99,000 for E & L Associates Inc., DBA Olives Gourmet Grocer. 

 

 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND COMMITTEE 

Meetings and Attendance 
 

Commissi
oner 

01/
09 

02/
05 

03/
05 

04/
02 

05/
07 

06/
04 

07/
02 

08/
06 

09/
03 

10/
01 

11/
05 

12/
03 

Austin 
Metoyer 

C P P C C P C C P C E P 

Jayro 
Sandoval 

C P P C C P C C P C P P 

Brenda 
Wunsch 

C E P C C P C C P C P E 

P--Present   E--Excused   C--Meeting Cancelled 
 

2025 Impact Summary 

# of Loans Approved 7 businesses 

$ Loaned $477,000 

# of Business Interest 107 

 

Number of Public Hearings Conducted  
The Commission conducted no public hearings in 2025. 
Funding Expended to Support the Body - Minimal funding was expended to support 
Commission activities. Costs primarily included staff time and administrative resources. 
 

City Personnel Assisting the Body  
The Commission is staffed by EDO. Primary individuals supporting the Commission in 
2025 were: 
 
 
 

 
Recommendation as to Whether the Body Should be Abolished, Modified, or 
Continued  
It is recommended that the Commission continue its work in support of the City’s 
economic priorities, including the Grow Long Beach Economic Blueprint, Grow Long 
Beach Initiative and the Long Beach Strategic Vision 2030. 
 
 

STAFF POSITION 

Bo Martinez Director, Economic Development & Opportunity 

Julian Cernuda Business Development Bureau Manager 

Courtney Chatterson Special Projects Officer 

Carla Anguiano Development Project Manager 
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