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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
Exterior Painting Application 

 

Email completed application to historicpreservation@longbeach.gov 
 

Additional Submittal Materials: ☐  Current Photo(s) of Property ☐  Paint Color Sample(s) 
 

Project Address:  

Historic District/Landmark:  
 

 
OWNER 

APPLICANT        
  (☐ check if same as owner) 

Name   

Address   

Telephone   

Email   
 

Complete all sections below for existing AND proposed paint. For siding and stucco projects use the Minor COA application. 

Project Location(s) Existing Paint Proposed Paint 

Primary House 

Body 
Brand: Brand: 

Color/Product #: Color/Product #: 

Trim 
Brand: Brand: 

Color/Product #: Color/Product #: 

Highlight 
Brand: Brand: 

Color/Product #: Color/Product #: 

Garage 
 Brand: Brand: 

 Color/Product #: Color/Product #: 

Other: (accessory 
structure etc.) 

 Brand: Brand: 

 Color/Product #: Color/Product #: 
 

Will there be sandblasting? ☐ Yes  ☐ No Please note sandblasting is not approved for wood or brick elements. 
 

I, the undersigned, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information on this application is true and 
correct. In addition, I understand that I cannot proceed with the changes requested in this application until a Certificate of Appropriateness is issued. I 
further understand that neither this application nor a subsequently issued Certificate of Appropriateness supersedes the need to obtain the necessary 
building permits, entitlements or other applicable permits under the City of Long Beach Municipal Code. 

Signature ☐ Owner ☐ Applicant Date 
 

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY  

Case #:  Issued By:  ☐ Approved 

Project #:  Date:  ☐ Denied 

To request this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please contact the Community Development 
Department at longbeach.gov/lbcd or 562.570.3807. A minimum of three business days is requested to ensure availability; attempts will be made 

to accommodate requests with shorter notice.

Community Development Department 
Planning Bureau 

411 W. Ocean Blvd, 3rd Fl, Long Beach, CA 90802 
longbeach.gov/lbcd/planning/preservation/ 

562.570.6194 | historicpreservation@longbeach.gov 
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APPROPRIATE HISTORIC PAINT COLORS ARCHITECTURAL STYLES IN LONG BEACH 
 

 
 

 

Italianate 
Typically painted with a variety of color schemes. Palettes eclectic, 
ranging from bright colors to muted tones. Accent colors used on 
window frames. 

Queen Anne 
Typically painted in color schemes consisting of 7 to 9 colors. 
Palettes eclectic, ranging from bright colors to muted tones. 
Every detail painted in different colors to accentuate them. 

American 
Foursquare 

Typically painted in 3 colors. Earth tones common. Occasionally, 2 
shades of same color used to distinguish change in siding material. 

Folk Victorian White with second trim color. Third color sometimes used on 
window frames. 

Mass Plan 
Vernacular 

Base usually white. May utilize a number varying of colors from 
bright to muted tones. Accent colors on trim. 

Transitional 
Bungalow/ 

Shingle 

Color schemes varied and could consist of 5 to 7 hues. Palettes 
very eclectic, ranging from bright colors to muted tones. Earth 
tones used on later variants. 

Craftsman/ 
Bungalow 

Typically painted in color schemes of 3 to 5 colors. Base color 
usually dark earth tones, usually green or brown. Trim color 
lighter earth tones such as beiges and tans. Window frames and 
rafter tails may have third color closer in shade to base color. Mixing 
these color palettes may be acceptable. 

Colonial Revival 
Base typically lighter shades of blue, yellow, and green. Colors 
often blue-grey and sea foam green. Trim/accent colors white. Front 
door may be red. 

Prairie 

Typically painted in color schemes of 3 colors. Base light to 
medium earth tones, usually brown variant. If base is brick it 
would be left exposed. Trim colors usually contrast with base. 
Window frames painted in third color such as maroon. 

Spanish/Mission 
Typically white, off white or light brown hue with second trim 
color. Sometimes a third color was used on window frames, such as 
blue, red, green variants. 

Tudor/ 
English Revival 

Typically painted in color schemes of 3 colors. Base light earth 
tones. Trim in contrast to base color. Window frames tend to be 
dark colors. 

Art Deco/ 
Streamline 

Art Deco: bright, bold colors; sometimes pastels with darker 
color for base. Metallic colors used on windows and doors. 
Streamline: subdued colors, base light earth tones, usually off 
white or light grey. Trim usually bright or dark to contrast. 

Neo-Traditional Typically painted a white or other light color with dark accent 
color. 
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