
Long Beach LGBTQ+ Cultural District Visioning Process
Visioning Workshop – September 25, 2023
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Project Location

4



• 1914 Purity Raids and gay entrapment 
through the 80s

• Population of LGBTQ+ people begins to 
grow in 1960’s, bars and other spaces 
begin to open

• By the 1980’s, Long Beach is a “gay 
mecca” with many queer-serving 
establishments

• First pride in 1984 lasts 30 minutes

• 80s and 90s- AIDS crisis takes a toll on 
district

• 2013- Harvey Milk Promenade Park 
recognizes local LGBT leaders

History of the Project Area
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So how did to where we are today?
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• Summer 2022: City Council action for staff to work 
with community stakeholders to create a vision for 
developing and activating a cultural district that 
recognizes and supports the historic contributions of 
the LGBTQ+ community. 

• Fall 2022: advisory group was formed, initial survey 
was released and first community event took place.

• Spring - Summer 2023: draft preliminary report was 
shared with advisory group and the public. 



Community Feedback – General Improvements
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Community Feedback – Safety Improvements
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What’s next… 
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• Visioning Workshop #2 – Tonight! 

• Online Survey #2 – coming soon… Advisory Committee and 
Business Owner Workshop – Monday, October 9th

• Update draft report: Late Fall 2023

• Present recommendations and provide direction to City 
Council– Fall/Winter 2023

Please visit the project webpage: Longbeach.gov/lgbtqdistrict

http://longbeach.gov/lgbtqdistrict


Today’s Workshop Activity
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Help us prioritize improvements for the LGBTQ+ Cultural District! 

1.You have ten improvement points. 

2.Select the improvements that you would like to spend the points on to 
create the Cultural District.

How to Participate:

1.Review the boards and booklets with the public improvements.

2.Select the stickers that correspond to each improvement. Make sure 
they add to ten! Each sticker is sized relative to the cost of each 
improvement.

3.Pick a row on the Activity Boards and place your stickers there. 



Potential Public Improvements
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Potential Public Improvements
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Concept 2: Low-Cost Improvements
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Concept 1: High-Cost Improvements
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Thank you

Elise Roberts
Planning Analyst
Development Services Department
Elise.Roberts@longbeach.gov

Longbeach.gov/lgbtqdistrict
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mailto:Elise.Roberts@longbeach.gov
http://longbeach.gov/lgbtqdistrict
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