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Enhanced Density Bonus Ordinance Update
Concessions and Waivers

Scan QR Code for More Information on the 
Enhanced Density Bonus Ordinance Update or Visit: 

longbeach.gov/edb 
Changes presented are draft only and remain contingent upon City review and 
approval. 

Community 
Feedback

What are your thoughts on these proposed updates to Waivers and 
Concessions?

“A waiver is a reduction or modification of any ‘development 
standards’ and other regulations when those requirements 
potentially make the construction of the project physically 
infeasible, if not approved”

•	 The updated EDB Ordinance allows applicants to waive zoning 
code provisions, but not other City, State, or Federal standards or 
regulations. 

•	 An applicant must demonstrate that requested development 
standard waivers are necessary and without waiving, the project  
would not be viable.

Physical constraints (waivers) 
relate to development 
standards that prevent an 
applicant from constructing 
the number of housing units 
proposed. These development 
standards could include:

•	 Setbacks;

•	 FAR;

•	 Minimum lot coverage.

Financial constraints 
(concessions) relate to 
concessions/incentives and how 
they provide cost reductions 
for affordable housing. An 
example could be an applicant 
using a concession to reduce 
the number of parking spaces 
required in order to provide an 
additional residential unit that 
makes the project financially 
feasible.

“Allow a developer to deviate from those design standards and/or 
development regulations when such regulations potentially make 
the project economically infeasible for the developer to build.” 

•	 Concessions are available to projects only if they provide 
affordable units and/or community benefits. 

•	 The City proposed to remove the distinction between “On-
menu” and “Off-menu” concession which explicitly defined 
what standards were eligible to be avoided through the use of a 
concession.

•	 A project can receive up to six concessions. 
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