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INTRODUCTION
The California State University Long Beach (CSULB) proposes to develop a 9.88-acre (ac) new
commercial retail facility on existing vacant parcels (see Figures 1 and 2). This report describes the
biological setting for the project and analyzes the biological consequences of implementing the
project.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The 9.88 ac proposed project site is located at the northwest corner of Pacific Coast Highway (PCH)
and Cota Avenue in the City, in the County of Los Angeles (County), California (Figure 1). The
project site is bounded by Technology Avenue to the north, Cota Avenue to the east, PCH to the
south, and the Long Beach Foundation’s Regional Technology Center to the west (Figure 2). In
addition, the site is surrounded by the Long Beach Job Corps Center to the north, The Villages at
Cabrillo (a residential community providing transitional housing for homeless veterans, families, and
youth) to the northwest, McDonald’s and the West Police Substation to the east, and older industrial
uses to the south.
The proposed project includes the development of up to 125,000-square feet (sf) of commercial retail
space on site. Due to the proposed removal of existing vegetation on the undeveloped portions of the
site, a biological resources assessment was conducted to analyze potential biological resources on the
undeveloped areas of the site. A total of 486 on-site parking spaces would be provided in surface
parking lots surrounding the proposed building, and the building height would be a maximum of 28
feet (ft).

REGULATORY BACKGROUND
California Environmental Quality Act
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was enacted in the early 1970s and was applied to
private as well as public projects to ensure that projects proposed for implementation receive an
evaluation of the environmental implications prior to project approval and that the public and
decision-makers be informed of potential project impacts. Through subsequent legislation, court
interpretation, and publication of Guidelines by the State of California, environmental evaluations
have become somewhat standardized throughout the State. Public and agency review of projects and
their environmental evaluations is required of discretionary projects through established procedures
and methods. The public agency that takes the lead on a project (having review and approval
authority over the project) is known as the Lead Agency. Other agencies involved in subsequent
approvals or responsible for implementing mitigation identified in the environmental documentation
are called Responsible Agencies.
Should a project be determined by the Lead Agency to have the potential to create one or more
significant impacts, the Lead Agency shall require mitigation of the impact to lessen or avoid the
identified impacts. If mitigation is determined to be feasible and is judged to offset the impacts, a
Negative Declaration may be adopted by the Lead Agency after a mandatory public review period.
Should the Lead Agency determine that an impact or several impacts are significant and that
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mitigation may not fully mitigate these project effects to below a level of significance, an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) shall be prepared by the Lead Agency and submitted to the
public and interested agencies for a minimum 45-day review period prior to consideration of the
project.

Significance Criteria. Section 15382 of the CEQA Guidelines provides the following definition:
“Significant effect on the environment” means a substantial, or potentially
substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions within the area affected
by the project including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and
objects of historic or aesthetic significance.
Section 15380 of the CEQA Guidelines provides a definition of rare or endangered species that is
summarized as follows:
“Species” as used in this subsection means a species or subspecies of animal or plant
or a variety of plant.
Plants or animals already listed by a government agency (California Department of
Fish and Wildlife [CDFW] and/or the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
[USFWS]) as being rare, threatened, or endangered shall be presumed rare or
endangered for purposes of CEQA. The section also provides that a plant or animal
may be treated as rare or endangered even if it has not been listed by a government
agency if it can be shown that the species meets the criteria for such listing.”
As indicated in the Environmental Checklist Form, Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, impacts to
biological resources may be considered significant if a project results in any of the following:
•

Substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the CDFW or USFWS

•

Substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the CDFW or USFWS

•

Substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (CWA) (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means

•

Substantial interference with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites

•

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance

•

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural Community
Conservation Plan (NCCP), or other approved local, regional, or State HCP
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Endangered Species Act. The CDFW, through provisions of the State of California
Administrative Code and policies formulated by the California Fish and Game Commission
(Commission), regulates species of plants and animals that are in danger of or threatened with
extinction. The Commission has established a list of endangered, threatened, and candidate species
that are regulated by the CDFW. Endangered species are native species or subspecies of plants and
animals that are in serious danger of becoming extinct throughout all or a significant portion of their
range. Threatened species are those species that, although not presently threatened with extinction,
are likely to become endangered species in the foreseeable future in the absence of special protection
and management efforts. Candidate species are those species the Commission has formally noticed as
being under review for addition to either the list of endangered or threatened species or a species
proposed for listing.

Streambed Alteration Regulations (Senate Bill [SB] 418). The CDFW, through provisions of the
State of California Administrative Code, is empowered to issue agreements for any alteration of a
river, stream, or lake where fish or wildlife resources may be adversely affected. Streams (and
rivers) are defined by the presence of a channel bed and banks and at least a periodic flow of water.
The CDFW regulates wetland areas only to the extent that those wetlands are part of a river, stream,
or lake as defined by the CDFW. The CDFW also includes nonwetland riparian communities that are
associated with rivers and streams as part of jurisdictional waters of the State. These areas may extend
beyond jurisdictional waters of the United States (U.S.).

California Natural Diversity Data Base. The CDFW administers the California Natural Diversity
Data Base (CNDDB), which maintains lists of special-status plants, animals, and natural communities
that occur within California (see Appendix C). These include species listed under the State and
federal endangered species acts, California Species of Special Concern, and USFWS Birds of
Conservation Concern. Additional species and natural communities, or habitat types, are designated
as being of special interest because of their rarity (e.g., very localized distribution, few scattered
occurrences) and/or because of threats to their existence. The purpose of these additional listings is
solely informational; there is no specific regulatory protection afforded by these CNDDB listings.

California Native Plant Society
The California Native Plant Society (CNPS) is a nonprofit organization whose purpose is to promote
the preservation of native California plants. The CNPS created and maintains an Online Inventory of
Rare and Endangered Plants of California. This extensive database is used by amateur and
professional biologists and identifies four specific designations, or “Lists,” of special-interest plant
species (see Appendix C).

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
The USFWS, pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), protects endangered and
threatened species. An endangered species is defined as a species “in danger of extinction throughout
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all or a significant portion of its range;” a threatened species is one that is likely to become
endangered in the foreseeable future.
The USFWS also identifies species that are proposed for listing as endangered or threatened. Other
than for federal actions, there is no formal protection for these species under the FESA. However,
consultation with the USFWS regarding proposed species can prevent project delays that could occur
if a species is listed prior to project completion.
“Take” of a listed animal species is prohibited under Section 9 of the FESA. “Take” is to harass,
harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, trap, capture, or collect or attempt to engage in any such conduct.
Harm is further defined to include significant habitat alteration that results in death or injury to listed
species by significantly impairing behavior patterns such as breeding, feeding, or sheltering. “Take”
of a listed species incidental to otherwise lawful activities can be authorized by the USFWS. The take
of federally listed species can be authorized under Section 10(a) of the FESA, with development of an
HCP or as part of a Section 7 consultation between the USFWS and another federal agency if the
project is subject to federal action (e.g., a Section 404 Permit).

United States Army Corps of Engineers
Regulations. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) regulates discharges of dredged or fill
material into waters of the U.S. These waters include wetlands and nonwetland bodies of water that
meet specific criteria. The Corps regulatory jurisdiction pursuant to Section 404 of the federal CWA
is founded on a connection, or nexus, between the water body in question and interstate commerce.
This connection may be direct, through a tributary system linking a stream channel with traditional
navigable waters used in interstate or foreign commerce, or may be indirect, through a nexus
identified in the Corps regulations. The following definition of waters of the U.S. is taken from the
discussion provided in 33 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 328.3:
“The term waters of the United States means:
(1) All waters which are currently used, or were used in the past, or may be
susceptible to use in interstate or foreign commerce . . . ;
(2) All interstate waters including interstate wetlands;
(3) All other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent
streams) . . . the use, degradation or destruction of which could affect interstate
or foreign commerce . . . ;
(4) All impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United States
under the definition; and
(5) Tributaries of waters defined in paragraphs (a) (1)–(4) of this section.”
The Corps typically considers any body of water displaying an ordinary high water mark (OHWM)
for designation as waters of the U.S., subject to guidance derived from Supreme Court decisions. The
landward limits of Corps jurisdiction in tidal waters of the U.S. extend to the high tide line, and Corps
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jurisdiction over nontidal waters of the U.S. extends laterally to the OHWM or beyond the OHWM to
the limit of any adjacent wetlands, if present (33 CFR 328.4). The OHWM is defined as “that line on
the shore established by the fluctuations of water and indicated by physical characteristics such as a
clear natural line impressed on the bank, shelving, changes in the character of soil, destruction of
terrestrial vegetation, the presence of litter and debris, or other appropriate means that consider the
characteristics of the surrounding area” (33 CFR 328.3). Jurisdiction typically extends upstream to the
point where the OHWM is no longer perceptible.
The Corps and United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) define wetlands as follows:
“Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency
and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted to life in saturated soil conditions.”
In order to be considered a jurisdictional wetland under Section 404, an area must possess three
wetland characteristics: hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soils, and wetland hydrology. Each
characteristic has a specific set of mandatory wetland criteria that must be satisfied in order for that
particular wetland characteristic to be met. Several parameters may be analyzed to determine whether
the criteria are satisfied.

Regional Water Quality Control Board
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) is responsible for the administration
of Section 401 of the CWA, which is implemented through the issuance of a Section 401 Certification
for Section 404 permits issued by the Corps. Typically, the areas subject to RWQCB jurisdiction
coincide with those of the Corps (i.e., waters of the U.S., including any wetlands). The RWQCB also
asserts authority over waters of the State under waste discharge requirements pursuant to the PorterCologne Water Quality Control Act (Porter-Cologne Act), but this mechanism is typically not
invoked in cases where the Corps asserts permitting authority pursuant to the CWA.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 United States Code [USC] 703–712, as amended)
governs take, possession, import, export, transport, selling, purchasing, or bartering of migratory
birds, their eggs, parts, and nests, except as authorized under a valid permit (50 CFR 21.11). The take
of all migratory birds is governed by the MBTA’s regulation of taking migratory birds for
educational, scientific, and recreational purposes and requiring harvests to be limited to levels that
prevent overutilization. Section 704 of the MBTA states that the Secretary of the Interior is
authorized and directed to determine if, and by what means, the take of migratory birds should be
allowed and to adopt suitable regulations permitting and governing take but ensuring that take is
compatible with protection of the species. Most bird species are protected under the MBTA.
In addition, under the California Fish and Game Code, it is unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly
destroy any bird or the nests or eggs of any bird species except as otherwise provided in California
Fish and Game Code and regulations. This Code also specifically protects raptors, including owls,
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and the CDFW considers a disturbance that results in nest abandonment or loss of reproductive effort
as “take.” Disturbances at the active nesting territories should be avoided during the nesting season.

METHODS
Literature Review
A literature review was conducted to determine potential occurrence of special-status plant and
animal species on the proposed project site or in the vicinity. Database records for the Long Beach,
San Pedro, Torrance, Inglewood, South Gate, Whittier, Los Alamitos, and Seal Beach, California
United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute quadrangles were reviewed on February 5,
2013, using the CDFW’s California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) Rarefind 4 Commercial
Version (CDFW, CNDDB 2013-Biogeographic Data Branch) and the California Native Plant
Society’s (CNPS) Electronic Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California
(CNPS v8-01a, February 5, 2013). Sensitive species known by LSA Associates, Inc. (LSA) biologists
to occur in the general area were also considered. Many special-interest plant and animal species
identified through the literature search lack adequate habitat on site for survival; however, all are
mentioned and discussed appropriately in Appendix C.

General Biological Survey
A general biological survey of the project area was conducted by LSA biologist Erin Martinelli on
February 8 and 19, 2013. The survey consisted of walking the entire site and recording the landscape
conditions and the floral and faunal species observed (Figure 3).

EXISTING CONDITIONS
The entire project area appears to have been developed or disturbed in the past; there is no native
habitat and very few native plant species. As shown on Figure 3, the site is 100 percent disturbed.
Vacant lots with ornamental trees and ruderal vegetation in disturbed areas provide habitat for
wildlife, albeit wildlife well-adapted to life in an urban environment. The project site contains vacant
land with ornamental trees and ruderal vegetation that provide habitat for a number of native bird
species that were observed during the biological survey. Plant and animal species detected in the
project area are listed in Appendices A and B.
Special-status plant and animal species are addressed in Appendix C. This appendix comprises
Tables C-1 and C-2, one showing plant species potentially present in the project vicinity and the other
showing animal species potentially present in the project vicinity. General habitat and range
descriptions are included, as is a determination of the likelihood of the species actually being present
in the project area.
No potential wetland or nonwetland jurisdictional waters were identified within the project area.
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PROJECT-RELATED IMPACTS
General Impacts to Vegetation and Wildlife
Project implementation will result in impacts to 9.88 ac of disturbed habitat. There will be no
negative impacts to native vegetation. Although largely nonnative, the vegetation on the project site
provides habitat for some native wildlife species. It is evident that a number of bird species are
utilizing the site for hunting and foraging, but it is not known whether any of them nest in the large,
mature trees on the site. Birds of prey (including white-tailed kite, red-tailed hawk, and American
kestrel) and other birds (i.e., passerines) were observed utilizing the habitat on the project site.
Additionally, the site provides burrowing grounds for small mammals (especially Botta’s pocket
gopher), which also serve as prey for the raptors.
The bird species known to be utilizing the site will be able to relocate to other hunting and foraging
habitats once the project is implemented. With the impact minimization measures discussed below,
the project will have no significant negative impacts to wildlife.

Threatened and Endangered Species
No plant and only a few animal species listed as threatened or endangered potentially occur in the
project area and are discussed in more detail in Appendix C.

Nonlisted Special-Status Species and Associated Plant Communities
None of the nonlisted special-status plants identified in Appendix C have potential to occur on the
project site. In addition to the listed animal species, Appendix C discusses a number of nonlisted
special-status animal species that might occur in the project vicinity: 1 invertebrate, 3 reptiles, 10
birds, and 13 mammals.
One invertebrate that may occur, the monarch butterfly, is given special status when it gathers in
considerable numbers at winter roost sites. Individual monarchs may occur on the project site, though
none were seen during LSA’s site visits and no concentrations are expected to occur.
Three special-status reptile species (silvery legless lizard, coastal western whiptail, and coast horned
lizard) have a low potential to occur on the site; suitable habitat does not exist on the project site for
these species.
Ten special-status bird species were either observed on the project site or have a low to moderate
probability of occurring on the project site. The white-tailed kite was observed hunting and Allen’s
hummingbirds were observed foraging on the project site. Although not observed during the site
visits, Cooper’s hawks are well adjusted to urban habitats in the Los Angeles Basin. This species has
a moderate potential of nesting in the project area and is likely to occur outside the nesting season.
Peregrine falcon populations have recovered in many parts of the country, resulting in delisting by the
USFWS and CDFW. Because they have taken to using bridges and buildings as nesting sites, it is
likely that more peregrine falcons nest in the City area now than ever before. Foraging birds may use
almost any area along the lower Los Angeles River, including the project site. The merlin does not
nest in the Los Angeles Basin and occurs only during fall, winter, and spring. This small falcon

P:\CLB1205\Bio\Biological Resources Assessment.doc «04/23/13»

10

LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.
APRIL 2013

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
CSULB FOUNDATION RETAIL PROJECT
CITY OF LONG BEACH, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

specializes in hunting small birds and forages in virtually all habitats. The other special-status species
that have the potential to occur, albeit a very low potential, are the tricolored blackbird, burrowing
owl, ferruginous hawk, California horned-lark, and loggerhead shrike.
No special-status mammal species are believed to have more than a low chance of occurring within
the project area. Several bat species are known to occur along the lower Los Angeles River, but have
a low potential to forage in or near the project site due to the project site being separated from the
river by approximately a half mile of urban development. The south coast marsh vole may have
occurred within the project area historically, but there appears to be an insufficient amount of habitat
at this time. However, it is unknown to what extent this subspecies might range into other coastal
habitats.

Habitat Fragmentation and Wildlife Movement
The project site has long been enmeshed in the urban fabric of the City of Long Beach. There is no
native habitat to fragment, and there are no wildlife movement corridors to sever. Whatever limited
terrestrial wildlife movement may occur along the edge of the Los Angeles River will not be
negatively impacted by the project. No significant negative impacts will result from the project.

Potential Jurisdictional Waters and Wetlands
Potential federal or State jurisdictional waters were not identified on the proposed project site;
therefore, a formal jurisdictional delineation of the proposed project site is not recommended.
Concurrence from the regulatory agencies on the negative status of jurisdictional drainages or
wetlands may be desired by the applicant or the City.

MITIGATION AND MINIMIZATION
To the maximum extent feasible, construction activities that may impact existing vegetation or other
potential nesting substrates should be conducted outside the primary nesting season for birds. In the
City area, land birds can nest in almost any month, but there is typically little to no activity from
September through December. Peak nesting months are typically March through June.
Trees are especially useful for nesting birds, so it is recommended that any necessary tree removal be
done during the autumn months (i.e., September through December). If tree removal or trimming
must be done outside this period, a qualified biologist should search for nesting birds sometime
during the 3 days prior to the work being done. If a nest with eggs or young of any species covered
under the MBTA is found, work should not be permitted within a safe distance to be determined by
the qualified biologist involved. If conditions allow, the qualified biologist may determine that the
safe distance can be adjusted over time. Birds often become more committed to their nests, and
therefore, more tolerant of disturbance, as each nesting event progresses.
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CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
The project site is composed of relatively isolated, poor-quality habitat due to the effects of urban
development. The loss of this habitat will not have long-term, cumulative impacts on biological
resources.
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APPENDIX A
VASCULAR PLANT SPECIES OBSERVED
The following vascular plant species were observed in the project area by LSA biologists.
*

Species not native to the study area

GYMNOSPERMAE

CONE-BEARING PLANTS

Pinaceae
* Pinus halepensis

Pine Family
Aleppo pine

ANGIOSPERMAE: DICOTYLEDONAE

DICOT FLOWERING PLANTS

Amaranthaceae
* Amaranthus albus

Amaranth Family
Tumbling pigweed

Apiaceae
* Foeniculum vulgare

Carrot Family
Sweet fennel

Asteraceae
* Centaurea melitensis
Conyza canadensis
Encelia californica
Helianthus annuus
* Picris echioides
* Silybum marianum
* Sonchus sp.

Sunflower Family
Tocalote
Common horseweed
California encelia
Western sunflower
Bristly ox-tongue
Milk thistle
Sow-thistle sp.

Brassicaceae
* Brassica nigra
* Brassica rapa
* Hirschfeldia incana
* Raphanus sativus
* Sisymbrium irio

Mustard Family
Black mustard
Field mustard
Shortpod mustard
Wild radish
London rocket

Chenopodiaceae
* Atriplex semibaccata
* Bassia hyssopifolia
* Chenopodium album
* Salsola tragus

Goosefoot Family
Australian saltbush
Five-hook bassia
Lamb’s quarters
Russian-thistle
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Euphorbiaceae
* Chamaesyce sp.
* Ricinis communis

Spurge Family
Spurge
Castor bean

Fabaceae
* Medicago polymorpha
* Melilotus indica

Legume Family
California burclover
Yellow sweetclover

Geraniaceae
* Erodium cicutarium

Geranium Family
Red-stemmed filaree

Malvaceae
* Malva parviflora

Mallow Family
Cheeseweed

Myrtaceae
* Eucalyptus globulus
* Eucalyptus sideroxylon
* Eucalyptus sp.

Myrtle Family
Tasmanian blue gum
Red ironbark
Eucalyptus sp.

Oleaceae
* Ligustrum sp.

Olive Family
Privet

Plantaginaceae
* Plantago lanceolata

Plantain Family
English plantain

Polygonaceae
* Rumex crispus

Buckwheat Family
Curly dock

Solanaceae
* Nicotiana glauca
* Solanum sp.

Nightshade Family
Tree tobacco
Nightshade sp.

Urticaceae
* Urtica urens

Nettle Family
Dwarf nettle

ANGIOSPERMAE: MONOCOTYLEDONAE

MONOCOT FLOWERING PLANTS

Arecaceae
* Washingtonia robusta

Palm Family
Mexican fan palm

Poaceae
* Avena sp.
* Bromus sp.
* Cynodon dactylon
* Hordeum murinum ssp. leporinum
* Hordeum vulgare
* Piptatherum miliacea

Grass Family
Wild oat sp.
Brome grass
Bermuda grass
Bare barley
Cultivated barley
Smilo grass
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Taxonomy and scientific nomenclature conform to Hickman (1993). Common names for each taxa
generally conform to Roberts (1998), although Abrams (1923, 1944, 1951) and Abrams and Ferris
(1960) are used, particularly when species-specific common names are not identified in Roberts
(1998).
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APPENDIX B
ANIMAL SPECIES OBSERVED
This is a list of the reptiles, birds, and mammals noted in the study area by LSA biologists. Presence
may be noted if a species is seen or heard, or identified by the presence of tracks, scat, or other signs.
*

Species not native to the study area

REPTILIA

REPTILES

Phrynosomatidae
Sceloporus occidentalis

Phrynosomatid Lizards
Western fence lizard

AVES

BIRDS

Accipitridae
Elanus leucurus
Buteo jamaicensis

Hawks, Kites, Eagles, and Allies
White-tailed kite
Red-tailed hawk

Laridae
Larus occidentalis

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers
Western gull

Columbidae
* Columba livia

Pigeons and Doves
Rock pigeon

Trochilidae
Calypte anna
Selasphorus sasin

Hummingbirds
Anna’s hummingbird
Allen’s hummingbird

Falconidae
Falco sparverius

Caracaras and Falcons
American kestrel

Tyrannidae
Sayornis nigricans
Sayornis saya
Tyrannus vociferans

Tyrant Flycatchers
Black phoebe
Say’s phoebe
Cassin’s kingbird

Corvidae
Corvus brachyrhynchos

Crows and Jays
American crow

Aegithalidae
Psaltriparus minimus

Long-Tailed Tits and Bushtits
Bushtit
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Mimidae
Mimus polyglottos

Mockingbirds and Thrashers
Northern mockingbird

Sturnidae
* Sturnus vulgaris

Starlings
European starling

Parulidae
Setophaga coronata

Wood Warblers
Yellow-rumped warbler

Emberizidae
Zonotrichia leucophrys

Emberizids
White-crowned sparrow

Fringillidae

Fringilline and Cardueline Finches and
Allies
House finch
Lesser goldfinch

Haemorhous mexicanus
Spinus psaltria
Passeridae
* Passer domesticus

Old World Sparrows
House sparrow

MAMMALIA

MAMMALS

Geomyidae
Thomomys bottae

Pocket Gophers
Botta’s pocket gopher

Felidae
* Felis catus

Cats
Feral cat

Taxonomy and nomenclature are based primarily on the following.
Amphibians and reptiles: Crother, B.I. ed. (2012, Scientific and Standard English Names of
Amphibians and Reptiles of North America North of Mexico. Herpetological Circular 39) for species
taxonomy and nomenclature; Stebbins, R.C., and S.M. McGinnis (2012, Field Guide to Amphibians
and Reptiles of California, Revised Edition, University of California Press, Berkeley) for sequence
and higher order taxonomy.
Birds: American Ornithologists’ Union (1998, The A.O.U. Checklist of North American Birds,
Seventh Edition, American Ornithologists’ Union, Washington D.C.; and supplements; see
http://www.aou.org/checklist/north/index.php).
Mammals: Wilson, D.E., and D.M. Reeder, eds. (2005, Mammal Species of the World, Third Edition,
Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, Maryland; see http://www.vertebrates.si.edu/msw/
mswcfapp/msw/index.cfm).
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Table C-1: Special-Status Plant Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Status:
Federal/
State/CNPS
--/--/1B

Common Name
Aphanisma

Scientific Name
Aphanisma blitoides

Ventura marsh
milk-vetch

Astragalus
pycnostachyus var.
lanosissimus

FE/CE/1B

Coastal dunes
milk-vetch

Astragalus tener
var. titi

FE/CE/1B

Coulter’s
saltbush

Atriplex coulteri

--/--/1B

South Coast
saltscale

Atriplex pacifica

--/--/1B

Parish’s
brittlescale

Atriplex parishii

--/--/1B
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General Habitat Description
Sandy or clay soils on slopes or bluffs near the ocean,
usually in coastal bluff scrub, coastal dunes, or coastal
scrub below 305 m (1,000 ft) elevation. Known in
California from Ventura, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles,
Orange, and San Diego Counties. Also occurs in
Mexico. Blooms March–June.
Coastal salt marsh within reach of high tide or protected
by barrier beaches, or more rarely near seeps on sandy
bluffs, below 35 m (120 ft) elevation. Known only from
Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties. Believed
extirpated from Los Angeles and Orange Counties.
Blooms June –October.
Moist, sandy depressions of coastal dunes and bluffs, or
clay terrace, below 50 m (160 ft) elevation. Believed
extirpated from Los Angeles County. Blooms March–
May.
Alkaline or clay soils in ocean bluffs and ridgetops and
alkaline low places in coastal bluff scrub, coastal dunes,
coastal sage scrub, and valley and foothill grasslands
below 460 m (1,500 ft) elevation. In California, known
only from Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, San
Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Ventura, and San Diego
Counties. Also occurs in Mexico. Blooms March–
October.
Alkaline soils in coastal sage scrub, playas, coastal bluff
scrub, coastal dunes, and chenopod scrub below 200 m
(600 ft) elevation, and perhaps formerly up to about 430
m (1,400 ft) in Los Angeles County. In California,
known from the Channel Islands and mainland Los
Angeles, San Diego, and Orange Counties. Also occurs
in Mexico. Blooms March–October.
Alkali meadows, vernal pools, chenopod scrub, and
playas. Usually on drying alkali flats with fine soils. In
California, known from Riverside, San Diego, and
Orange Counties. Also occurs in Mexico. Believed
extirpated from Los Angeles and San Bernardino
Counties. Blooms June–October.

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site
Absent

Rationale
No sand or clay soils occur within the
project site.

Absent

No coastal salt marsh occurs within
the project site.

Absent

No coastal dunes, bluffs, or clay
terraces occur within the project site.
Believed extirpated from Los Angeles
County.
No alkaline or clay soils or suitable
habitat occurs within the project site.

Absent

Absent

No alkaline soils or other suitable
habitat occurs within the project site.

Absent

No alkaline soils or other suitable
habitat occurs within the project site.
Believed extirpated from Los Angeles
County.

C-1

LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.
APRIL 2013

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
CSULB FOUNDATION RETAIL PROJECT
CITY OF LONG BEACH, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Table C-1: Special-Status Plant Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Status:
Federal/
State/CNPS
--/--/1B

Common Name
Davidson’s
saltscale

Scientific Name
Atriplex serenana
var. davidsonii

Plummer’s
mariposa-lily

Calochortus
plummerae

Intermediate
mariposa-lily

Calochortus weedii
var. intermedius

--/--/1B

Santa Barbara
morning glory

Calystegia sepium
ssp. binghamiae

--/--/1B

Southern
tarplant

Centromadia parryi
ssp. australis

--/--/1B

--/--/4
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General Habitat Description
Alkaline soils in scrub and herbaceous communities
from 10 to 460 m (30 to 1,500 ft) elevation. In
California, known only from Los Angeles(?), Orange,
Riverside, San Diego, San Luis Obispo, and Ventura
Counties. Believed extirpated from Santa Barbara and
perhaps Los Angeles Counties. Also occurs in Mexico.
Blooms April–October.
Sandy or rocky sites of (usually) granitic or alluvial
material in valley and foothill grassland, coastal scrub,
chaparral, cismontane woodland, and lower montane
coniferous forest at 100 to 1,700 m (300 to 5,600 ft)
elevation. Known from the Santa Monica Mountains to
San Jacinto Mountains in Riverside, San Bernardino,
Orange, Los Angeles, and Ventura Counties. Blooms
May–July.
Dry, open rocky slopes and rock outcrops in chaparral,
coastal sage scrub, and grassland at 105 to 855 m (340 to
2,800 ft) elevation. Known only from Los Angeles,
Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties,
California. In the western Riverside County area, this
species is known from the hills and valleys west of Lake
Skinner and Vail Lake (The Vascular Plants of Western
Riverside County, California. F.M. Roberts et al., 2004).
Blooms May–July.
Coastal marshes below 30 m (80 ft) elevation. Probably
extinct. Formerly known from Los Angeles, Orange,
Ventura, and Santa Barbara Counties. Blooms April–
May.
In vernally wet areas such as edges of marshes and
vernal pools, at edges of roads and trails, and in other
areas of compacted, poorly drained, or alkaline soils
where competition from other plants is limited, often due
to disturbance, below 425 m (1,400 ft) elevation. In
California, known only from Santa Barbara, Ventura,
Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego Counties. Also
occurs in Mexico. Blooms May–November.

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site
Absent

Rationale
No alkaline soils or other suitable
habitat occurs within the project site.
Perhaps extirpated from Los Angeles
County.

Absent

No sandy or rocky soils occur within
the project site.

Absent

No dry, open rocky slopes or rock
outcrops occur within the project site.

Absent

No coastal marsh occurs within the
project site.

Absent

No vernally wet areas occur within
the project site.
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Table C-1: Special-Status Plant Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Status:
Federal/
State/CNPS
FE/CE/1B

Common Name
Salt marsh
bird’s-beak

Scientific Name
Chloropyron
maritimum
ssp. maritimum

Catalina
Crossosoma

Crossosoma
californicum

--/--/1B

Island green
dudleya

Dudleya virens ssp.
insularis

--/--/1B

Coulter’s
goldfields

Lasthenia glabrata
ssp. coulteri

--/--/1B

Santa Catalina
Island desertthorn

Lycium brevipes
var. hassei

--/--/1B

Mud nama

Nama stenocarpum

--/--/2

Gambel’s water
cress

Nasturtium gambelii

FE/CT/1B
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General Habitat Description
Coastal dunes and salt marshes below 30 m (100 ft)
elevation. In California, known from Los Angeles,
Orange, Santa Barbara, San Diego, San Luis Obispo,
and Ventura Counties. Also occurs in Mexico. Blooms
May–October.
On rocky sea bluffs, in wooded canyons, and dry, open
sunny spots on rocky clay, below 500 m (1,600 ft)
elevation. Known only from the Channel Islands and
mainland Los Angeles County. Blooms February–May.
Heavy, often clay soils or around granitic outcrops in
chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and grassland below 790 m
(2,600 ft) elevation. Known only from Los Angeles,
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego
Counties. Blooms April–July.
Usually alkaline soils in marshes, playas, vernal pools,
and valley and foothill grassland below 1,400 m (4,600
ft) elevation. Known from Colusa, Merced, Tulare(?),
Orange, Riverside, Santa Barbara, San Diego, San Luis
Obispo, and Ventura Counties. Believed extirpated from
Kern, Los Angeles, and San Bernardino Counties. Also
occurs in Mexico. Blooms February–June.
Deciduous shrub of coastal bluffs and slopes in coastal
bluff scrub and coastal scrub at 10 to 300 m (30 to 1,000
ft) elevation. Known only from the Channel Islands
(extirpated), one location on the Palos Verdes Peninsula
in Los Angeles County, and one location in Orange
County. Blooms in June.
Lake shores, riverbanks, and similar intermittently wet
areas at five to 500 m (20 to 1,600 ft) elevation. Known
in California from San Diego, Orange, and Riverside
Counties and from San Clemente Island. Believed
extirpated from Los Angeles and Imperial Counties.
Known also from Baja California and Arizona. Blooms
January–July.
Marshes and swamps from 5 to 330 m (20 to 1,100 ft)
elevation. Currently believed to occur in California only
in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties. There
are historical records from Los Angeles, Orange, San

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site
Absent

Rationale
No dunes or salt marshes occur
within the project site.

Absent

No rocky clay occurs within the
project site.

Absent

No clay, granitic outcrops, or similar
habitat occurs within the project site.

Absent

No alkaline soils or other suitable
habitat occurs within the project site.
Believed extirpated from Los Angeles
County.

Absent

Appropriate habitat does not exist
within the project site.

Absent

Appropriate habitat does not exist
within the project site.

Absent

No marshes or swamps occur on the
project site.
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Table C-1: Special-Status Plant Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area

Common Name

Scientific Name

Status:
Federal/
State/CNPS

Spreading
navarretia

Navarretia fossalis

FT/--/1B

Prostrate vernal
pool navarretia

Navarretia
prostrata

--/--/1B

Coast woolyheads

Nemacaulis
denudata var.
denudata

--/--/1B

California
Orcutt grass

Orcuttia californica

FE/CE1B

Lyon’s
pentachaeta

Pentachaeta lyonii

FE/CE/1B
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General Habitat Description
Diego, and San Bernardino Counties, although the San
Diego County records may be based on misidentification
of another species. Also occurs in Baja California.
Blooms April–September.
In vernal pools, playas, shallow freshwater marshes and
similar sites at 30 to 1,310 m (100 to 4,300 ft) elevation.
In California, known only from Los Angeles, San Luis
Obispo, Riverside, and San Diego Counties. Also occurs
in Mexico. Blooms April–June.
Vernal pools, usually alkaline, from 15 to 700 m (50 to
2,300 ft) elevation. Known only from Alameda, Los
Angeles, Merced, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San
Benito, San Diego San Luis Obispo, and possibly San
Bernardino Counties. Blooms April–June.
Sandy places such as coastal dunes below 100 m (300 ft)
elevation. Known in California from Orange, Los
Angeles, and San Diego Counties. Also occurs in
Mexico. Blooms April–September.
Vernal pools from 15 to 660 m (50 to 2,200 ft) elevation.
In California, known from Los Angeles, Ventura,
Riverside, and San Diego Counties. Also occurs in
Mexico. Blooms April–August.
Clay soils in edges of openings in fire-adapted coastal
sage scrub and chaparral on saddles between hills, on the
tops of small knolls, or in flat areas at the base of slopes,
particularly where soil crust results in less competition
from annual grasses, from 30 to 630 m (100 to 2,100 ft)
elevation. Occurs only in the Santa Monica Mountains in
eastern Ventura and western Los Angeles Counties and
in the western Simi Hills in Ventura County. Based on
historical records, it once occurred on the Palos Verdes
Peninsula and on Santa Catalina Island, but has not been
seen at those locations since 1910 and is assumed to be
extirpated there. Blooms March–August.

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site

Rationale

Absent

No vernal pools or other suitable
habitat occurs within the project site.

Absent

No vernal pools or other suitable
habitat occurs within the project site.

Absent

No sandy soils occur within the
project site.

Absent

No vernal pools occur within the
project site.

Absent

No clay habitats occur within the
project site. Believed to be extirpated
from the area.
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Table C-1: Special-Status Plant Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area

Common Name
Brand’s star
phacelia

Scientific Name
Phacelia stellaris

Status:
Federal/
State/CNPS
FC/--/1B

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site
Absent

General Habitat Description
Rationale
Sandy openings, sandy benches, dunes, sandy washes, or
No sandy soils or other suitable
river floodplains in coastal sage scrub at five to 400 m
habitat occurs within the project site.
(20 to 1,300 ft) elevation. In California, known only
Believed extirpated from Los Angeles
from Los Angeles (believed extirpated), Riverside, and
County.
San Diego Counties. Blooms March–June.
Sanford’s
Sagittaria sanfordii
--/--/1B
Marshes and swamps below 650 m (2,100 ft) elevation.
Absent
No marshes or swamps occur within
arrowhead
Occurs in standing or slow-moving fresh water (ponds,
the project site.
marshes, and ditches). Known only from Butte, Del
Norte, El Dorado, Fresno, Merced, Mariposa, Placer,
Sacramento, Shasta, San Joaquin, and Tehama Counties.
Believed extirpated from Southern California. Blooms
May–October.
Salt spring
Sidalcea
--/--/2
Alkaline springs and brackish marshes below 1,530 m
Absent
No alkaline springs or brackish
checkerbloom
neomexicana
(5,000 ft) elevation. In California, known only from
marshes occur within the project site.
Kern, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego,
and Ventura Counties. Believed extirpated from Los
Angeles County. Also known from Arizona, New
Mexico, Nevada, Utah, and Mexico. Blooms March–
June.
Estuary seablite
Suaeda esteroa
--/--/1B
Coastal salt marshes below 5 m (15 ft) elevation. Occurs
Absent
No salt marsh habitat occurs within
along immediate coast from Santa Barbara County to
the project site.
Baja California. Blooms May–October.
San Bernardino
Symphyotrichum
--/--/1B
Vernally wet sites (such as ditches, streams, and springs)
Absent
No vernally wet areas occur within
aster
defoliatum
in many plant communities below 2,040 m (6,700 ft)
the project site.
elevation. In California, known from Ventura, Kern, San
Bernardino, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, and San
Diego Counties. May also occur in San Luis Obispo
County. Blooms July–November.
Status: Federal Endangered (FE); Federal Threatened (FT); Federal Candidate (FC); California Endangered (CE); California Threatened (CT); California Fully Protected
Species (CFP); California Species of Special Concern (CSC); California Special Plant (CSP), California Special Animal (CSA), California Native Plant Society (CNPS); 1A,
Plants presumed extinct in California; 1B, Plants considered by CNPS to be rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere, 2, Plants considered by CNPS to be
rare, threatened, or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere; 3, Plants about which more information is needed – a CNPS review list; CNPS threat categories:
0.1-Seriously threatened in California (high degree/immediacy of threat); 0.2-Fairly threatened in California (moderate degree/immediacy of threat); 0.3-Not very threatened in
California (low degree/immediacy of threats or no current threats known); 4, Plants Apparently Secure—Uncommon but not rare; some cause for long-term concern due to
declines or other factors.
ft = feet/foot
m = meter
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Table C-2: Special-Status Animal Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Common
Name

Scientific Name

INVERTEBRATES
Western tidalCicindela gabbii
flat tiger beetle

Status:
Federal/State

--/CSA

Sandy beach
tiger beetle

Cicindela hirticollis
gravida

--/CSA

Western beach
tiger beetle

Cicindela
latesignata
latesignata
Cicindela senilis
frosti

--/CSA

Monarch
butterfly

Danaus plexippus

--/CSA
(overwintering
concentration)

Palos Verdes
blue butterfly

Glaucopsyche
lygdamus
palosverdensis

FE/CSA

Wandering
(=saltmarsh)
skipper
Dorothy’s El
Segundo dune
weevil
Mimic tryonia
(=California
brackishwater
snail)

Panoquina errans

--/CSA

Trigonoscuta
dorothea dorothea

--/--

Tryonia imitator

--/--

Senile tiger
beetle

--/CSA
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General Habitat Description

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site

Rationale

Inhabits estuaries and mudflats along the coast of
southern California. Generally found on darkcolored mud in the lower zone; occasionally found
on dry saline flats of estuaries.
Inhabits areas adjacent to non-brackish water along
the coast of California from San Francisco bay to
northern Mexico. Clean, dry, light-colored sand in
the upper zone. Subterranean larvae prefer moist
sand not affected by wave action.
Mudflats and beaches in coastal southern California.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Inhabits marine shoreline, from central California
coast south to salt marshes of San Diego, also found
at Lake Elsinore. Inhabits dark-colored mud in the
lower zone and dried salt pans in the upper zone.
Winter roost sites extend along the coast from
northern Mendocino County to Baja California.
Roosts located in wind-protected tree groves
(eucalyptus, pine, cypress), with nectar and water
sources nearby.
Dependent on two known larval hostplants, Santa
Barbara milkvetch (Astragalus trichopodus var.
lonchus)—also known as locoweed—and common
deerweed (Lotus scoparius) within coastal scrub
habitat. Known only from Palos Verdes peninsula.
Southern California coastal salt marshes. Requires
moist saltgrass for larval development.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Low
potential for
roosting
concentration

Suitable winter roost trees may be
present on the project site, but roosting
has not been reported in the area.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Inhabits coastal sand dunes.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Inhabits coastal lagoons, estuaries and salt marshes,
from Sonoma County south to San Diego County.
Found only in permanently submerged areas in a
variety of sediment types; able to withstand a wide
range of salinities.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.
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Table C-2: Special-Status Animal Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Common
Name
FISH
Mohave tui
chub

Scientific Name

Status:
Federal/State

General Habitat Description

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site

Rationale

Siphateles bicolor
mohavensis

FE/CE

Endemic to the Mojave River basin, adapted to
alkaline, mineralized waters. Needs deep pools,
ponds, or slough-like areas. Needs vegetation for
spawning. Known from San Bernardino County.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Spea hammondii

--/CSC

Grasslands and occasionally hardwood woodlands;
largely terrestrial but requires rain pools or other
ponded water persisting at least three weeks for
breeding; burrows in loose soils during dry season.
Occurs in the Central Valley and adjacent foothills,
the non-desert areas of southern California, and Baja
California.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

REPTILES
Silvery legless
lizard

Anniella pulchra
pulchra

--/CSC

Fossorial. Inhabits loose soil and humus from central
California to northern Baja California.

Low

Coastal western
whiptail

Aspidoscelis tigris
stejnegeri

--/CSA

Low

Green turtle

Chelonia mydas

FT/--

Western pond
turtle

Emys marmorata

--/CSC

Wide variety of habitats, including CSS, sparse
grassland, and riparian woodland; coastal and inland
valleys and foothills; Ventura County to Baja
California.
This sea turtle ranges all over the world in tropical
waters, moving into temperate zones in the summer.
Recorded along the pacific coasts of the Americas
from Alaska to Chile. Common as far north as San
Quintin Bay in Baja California, but uncommon
along the California coast. Found locally in the
brackish mouth of the San Gabriel River near a Long
Beach power plant (the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power’s Haynes Generating Station.)
Inhabits permanent or nearly permanent water.
Requires basking sites such as partially submerged
logs, rocks, or open mud banks.

AMPHIBIANS
Western
spadefoot
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Absent

Absent

May persist along the lower Los Angeles
River, but unlikely to be found within
the project site due to the highly
disturbed condition of the habitat.
May persist along the lower Los Angeles
River, but unlikely to be found within
the project site due to the highly
disturbed condition of the habitat.
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.
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Table C-2: Special-Status Animal Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Common
Name

Scientific Name

Status:
Federal/State

Coast horned
lizard

Phrynosoma
blainvillii

--/CSC

BIRDS
Cooper’s hawk

Accipiter cooperii

--/CSA
(nesting)

Tricolored
blackbird

Agelaius tricolor

--/CSC
(breeding)

Burrowing owl

Athene cunicularioa

Ferruginous
hawk

Buteo regalis

BCC/CSA
(wintering)

Western snowy
plover

Charadrius
alexandrinus
nivosus

FT/CSC
(nesting)

Western
yellow-billed
cuckoo

Coccyzus
americanus
occidentalis

FC/CE

BCC/CSC
(burrow sites)
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General Habitat Description
Primarily in sandy soil in open areas, especially
washes and floodplains, in many plant communities.
Requires open areas for sunning, bushes for cover,
patches of loose soil for burial, and an abundant
supply of ants or other insects. Occurs west of the
deserts from northern Baja California north to Shasta
County below 2,400 m (8,000 ft) elevation.
Primarily forests and woodlands throughout North
America. Nests in trees.

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site
Low

Moderate

Open country in western Oregon, California, and
northwestern Baja California. Breeds near fresh
water, preferably in emergent wetland with tall,
dense cattails or tules, but also in thickets of willow,
blackberry, wild rose, tall herbs and forages in
grassland and cropland habitats. Seeks cover for
roosting in emergent wetland vegetation, especially
cattails and tules, and also in trees and shrubs.
Open country in much of North and South America.

Low

Forages in open fields, grasslands and agricultural
areas, sagebrush flats, desert scrub, fringes of
pinyon-juniper habitats, and other open country in
western North America. Requires large, open tracts
of grasslands, sparse shrub, or desert habitats.
Sandy coastal beaches, lakes, alkaline playas.
Scattered locations along coastal California and
Channel Islands, inland at Salton Sea and at various
alkaline lakes.
Breeds and nests in extensive stands of dense
cottonwood/willow riparian forest along broad,
lower flood bottoms of larger river systems at
scattered locales in western North America; winters

Low

Low

Rationale
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

This species is now a rather common
and widespread breeder in urban areas
through the Los Angeles Basin. Foraging
and potential nesting habitat is present
on the project site.
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Occasional migrants and wintering birds
still occur along the lower Los Angeles
River, but believed to be extirpated as a
nesting species.
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.
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Table C-2: Special-Status Animal Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Common
Name

Scientific Name

Status:
Federal/State

White-tailed
kite

Elanus leucurus

--/CFP
(nesting)

Southwestern
willow
flycatcher

Empidonax traillii
extimus

California
horned lark

Eremophila
alpestris actia

Merlin

Falco columbarius

American
peregrine
falcon
Loggerhead
shrike

Falco peregrinus
anatum

FDE,BCC/
SDE,CFP

Lanius ludovicianus

BCC/CSC
(nesting)

Belding’s
savannah
sparrow
California
brown pelican

Passerculus
sandwichensis
beldingi
Pelecanus
occidentalis
californicus

Coastal
California
gnatcatcher

Polioptila
californica
californica

FE/CE

--/CSA
(nesting)
--/CSA

--/CE

FDE/CDE/CFP

FT/CSC
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General Habitat Description
in South America.
Typically nests in riparian trees such as oaks,
willows, and cottonwoods at low elevations. Forages
in open country. Found in South America and in
southern areas and along the western coast of North
America.
Rare and local breeder in extensive riparian areas of
dense willows or (rarely) tamarisk, usually with
standing water, in the southwestern U.S. and
(formerly?) northwestern Mexico. Winters in Central
and South America. Below 6,000 ft elevation.
Open grasslands and fields, agricultural areas from
northern coastal California to northwestern Baja
California.
Open fields; breeds in the Holarctic Region and
winters south to the tropics. Uncommon fall migrant
and winter visitor to southwestern California.
Widespread, but scarce and local throughout North
America. Nests on buildings and bridges in the Los
Angeles Basin.
Open country in much of North America, but
declining in many areas, including southwestern
California.

Resident in salt marshes, with rare exception (e.g.,
Islas Todos Santos, Baja California), of Pacific
Coast from Santa Barbara County to Baja California.
Colonial nester on coastal islands just outside the
surf line. Nests on coastal islands of small to
moderate size that afford immunity from attack by
ground-dwelling predators.
Inhabits coastal sage scrub in low-lying foothills and
valleys up to about 500 m (1,640 ft) elevation in
cismontane southwestern California and Baja
California.

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site

Rationale

Present

This species was observed hunting at the
project site during both site visits.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Low

May no longer breed in coastal Los
Angeles County.

Moderate

Moderate

Low

Absent

This species has increased greatly as a
wintering species in the Los Angeles
Basin and regularly forages along the
length of the Los Angeles River.
Nests in the Port of Los Angeles and
may forage within the project area.
Nested along the lower Los Angeles
River in Long Beach and Cudahy as
recently as 2002 and 2004, but now
probably extirpated as a nesting species.
Has greatly declined as a wintering
species in the area as well.
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.
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Table C-2: Special-Status Animal Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site
Absent

Common
Name

Scientific Name

Light-footed
clapper rail

Rallus longirostris
levipes

FE/CE

Bank swallow

Riparia riparia

--/CT

Black skimmer

Rynchops niger

--/CSC

Allen’s
hummingbird

Selasphorus sasin

California least
tern

Sternula antillarum
browni

FE/CE

Nests along the coast from San Francisco Bay south
to northern Baja California. Forages in shallow
water. Colonial breeder on bare or sparsely
vegetated, flat substrates, sand beaches, alkali flats,
land fills, or paved areas.

Absent

MAMMALS
Western mastiff
bat

Eumops perotis
californicus

--/CSC

Ranged historically throughout much of the
southwestern United States and northwestern
Mexico. In California, most records are from rocky
areas at low elevations. Occurs in many open, semiarid to arid habitats, including conifer and deciduous
woodlands, coastal scrub, grasslands, chaparral, etc.;
roosts in crevices in vertical cliff faces, high
buildings, trees, and tunnels throughout
southwestern California. May roost in tall bridges.

Low

Status:
Federal/State

BCC/CSA
(nesting)
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General Habitat Description
Found in salt marshes traversed by tidal sloughs,
where cordgrass and pickleweed are the dominant
vegetation. Requires dense growth of either
pickleweed or cordgrass for nesting or escape cover;
feeds on mollusks and crustaceans.
Nesting habitat is vertical banks of fine textured
soils, most commonly along streams and rivers. In
Southern California, fairly common spring and fall
transient in interior; very uncommon spring transient
and rare fall transient along coast. Casual in winter.
Casual inland; nests and breeds in coastal beach,
sandbar, shell bank, island, salt marsh and locally on
gravel rooftops. Associates with terns, gulls, plovers.
Chaparral, open oak woodland riparian woodland
and residential areas on the breeding grounds from
southwestern Oregon to southwestern California;
primarily montane woodland on the wintering
grounds in central Mexico.

Rationale
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Present

Fairly common resident within the
project area, observed during both site
visits. It is an abundant, adaptable, and
increasing species throughout urban
Southern California, and expected
anywhere there is a mix of exotic
flowering trees and shrubs.
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Although no suitable roosting habitat is
present in the project area, numerous
historic roosting areas exist in the Los
Angeles Basin. In addition, foraging
habitat is present along the Los Angeles
River, and this species is known to
forage over large distances from roost
sites.
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Table C-2: Special-Status Animal Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Common
Name

Scientific Name

Status:
Federal/State

Silver-haired
bat

Lasionycteris
noctivagans

--/CSA

Western yellow
bat

Lasiurus xanthinus

--/CSC

South coast
marsh vole

Microtus
californicus
stephensi

--/CSC

San Diego
desert woodrat

Neotoma lepida
intermedia

--/CSC

Pocketed freetailed bat

Nyctinomops
femorosaccus

--/CSC

Big free-tailed
bat

Nyctinomops
macrotis

--/CSC
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General Habitat Description
Primarily associated with north temperate zone
conifer and mixed conifer/hardwood forests across
southern Canada and most of the United States. May
be found in winter and during seasonal migration in
lower, xeric habitats. Roosts mainly in hollows or
crevices of trees, but may also roost in rock crevices,
mines, or caves. May forage a considerable distance
from roosting area.
Varied habitats from the southwestern United States
to southern Mexico; often associated with palms and
desert riparian habitats. In Southern California,
occurs in palm oases and in residential areas with
untrimmed palm trees. Roosts primarily in trees,
especially the dead fronds of palm trees, though they
have also been documented to roost under the leaves
of deciduous trees such as cottonwoods.
Tidal marshes in Los Angeles, Orange and southern
Ventura Counties.

Found in desert scrub and coastal sage scrub habitat,
especially in association with cactus patches. Builds
stick nests around cacti, or on rocky crevices. Occurs
along the Pacific slope from San Luis Obispo
County to northwest Baja California.
Varied habitats, but usually associated with high
cliffs or rocky areas. Spotty distribution, ranging
from Southern California and southwestern Arizona
through central Mexico. Roosts primarily in
cliffs/rock crevices; may use buildings for roosting.
Rarely roosts in bridges.
Mainly inhabits rugged, rocky habitats in arid
southwestern North America. Feeds principally on
large moths. Roosts primarily in cliffs/rock crevices,
and rarely in buildings, caves, and tree cavities. Not
known to use bridges for roosting.

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site
Low

Rationale
Rarely uses bridges for roosting, but
may roost in trees within the project area
and forage along the Los Angeles River.
Recorded from Bellflower and Long
Beach.

Low

Not known to use bridges for roosting
but may roost in palms along portions of
the lower Los Angeles River and
adjacent residential areas. Foraging
habitat is present along the Los Angeles
River. Recorded from Garden Grove.

Low

May have occurred within the project
area historically, but there appears to be
an insufficient amount of habitat at this
time. However, it is unknown to what
extent this subspecies might range into
other coastal habitats.
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site and no stick nests (middens)
were observed.

Absent

Low

Low

Although roosting is unlikely within the
project area, foraging habitat is present
along the Los Angeles River, and this
species is known to forage over large
distances from roost sites. Recorded
from Harbor City and Inglewood.
Although roosting is unlikely within the
project area, foraging habitat is present
along the Los Angeles River, and this
species is known to forage over large
distances from roost sites. Recorded
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Table C-2: Special-Status Animal Species Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in the Biological Study Area
Common
Name

Scientific Name

Status:
Federal/State

Pacific pocket
mouse

Perognathus
longimembris
pacificus

FE/CSC

Southern
California
saltmarsh shrew
American
badger

Sorex ornatus
salicornicus

--/CSC

Taxidea taxus

--/CSC

Western red bat

Lasiurus blossevillii

--/CSC

Hoary bat

Lasiurus cinereus

--/CSA

Townsend’s
big-eared bat

Corynorhinus
townsendii

--/CSC
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General Habitat Description

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site

Historically occupied open habitats on sandy soils
along the coast from Los Angeles to the Mexican
border. Now known from only four sites in Orange
and San Diego Counties.
Coastal marshes with dense vegetation and woody
debris for cover. Known only from Los Angeles,
Ventura, and Orange Counties.
Primary habitat requirements seem to be sufficient
food and friable soils in relatively open uncultivated
ground in grasslands, woodlands, and desert. Widely
distributed in North America.
Ranges from southwestern Canada through the
western United States and Middle America to South
America. Forages over a wide range of habitats, but
often associated with intact riparian habitat, and
particularly with willows, cottonwoods, and
sycamores. Typically solitary, roosting in the foliage
of trees or shrubs. Day roosts are commonly in
habitats near streams or open fields, in orchards, and
sometimes in urban areas.
Widespread in North America (and Hawaii). Forages
over a wide range of habitats, but prefers open
habitats with access to water and trees for roosting.
Typically solitary, roosting in the foliage of shrubs
or coniferous and deciduous trees. Roosts are usually
near the edge of a clearing.

Absent

Ranges from southwestern Canada through the
western United States to southern Mexico. Requires
caves, mines, tunnels, buildings, or other similar
structures for roosting. Occasionally roosts in hollow
spaces of bridges or buildings. Will occasionally
roost in hollow trees. Highly sensitive to
disturbance.

Low

Rationale
from Long Beach and Los Angeles.
Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Absent

Suitable habitat does not exist on the
project site.

Low

Not known to use bridges for roosting
but may roost in large-leaved trees along
portions of the lower Los Angeles River
and adjacent residential areas. Foraging
habitat is present along the Los Angeles
River.

Low

Not known to use bridges for roosting
but may roost in trees along portions of
the lower Los Angeles River or in
adjacent residential areas. Foraging
habitat is present along the river.
Recorded throughout the Los Angeles
area.
Known to occasionally roost in the
hollow spaces of bridges. Foraging
habitat is present along the Los Angeles
River.
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Common
Name

Scientific Name

Status:
Federal/State

Pallid bat

Antrozous pallidus

--/CSC

Western smallfooted myotis

Myotis ciliolabrum

--/CSA

Long-eared
myotis

Myotis evotis

--/CSA

Yuma myotis

Myotis yumanensis

--/CSA

General Habitat Description
Varied habitats in western North America, including
grasslands, shrublands, woodlands, deserts, and
forest. Primarily day roosts in bridges, hollows or
crevices of trees, or buildings. Occasionally roosts in
mines, caves, and cliff/rock crevices. Night roosts
may be more open sites, such as porches, open
buildings, and bridges.
Found across much of North America, primarily in
relatively arid wooded and brushy uplands near
water. Individuals are known to roost singly or in
small groups in cliff and rock crevices, buildings,
concrete overpasses, caves, and mines.
Found throughout much of North America in
semiarid shrublands, chaparral, and agricultural
areas, but is usually associated with coniferous
forests. Roosts under exfoliating tree bark and in
hollow trees, caves, mines, and crevices in
cliffs/rocks. Sometimes roosts in buildings and
bridges.
Occurs in a variety of habitats in western North
America including riparian, arid scrublands and
deserts, and forests. Optimal habitats are open
forests and woodlands with sources of water over
which to feed. Roosts in buildings, mines, caves, or
crevices; and under bridges. May occasionally roost
in swallow nests.

Potential for
Occurrence
at the
Project Site
Low

Rationale
Known to frequently roost in bridges.
Foraging habitat is present along the Los
Angeles River. Recorded throughout the
Los Angeles area, including Long
Beach.

Low

Known to occasionally roost in bridges.
Foraging habitat is present along the Los
Angeles River.

Low

Known to occasionally roost in bridges.
Foraging habitat is present along the Los
Angeles River, and the species has been
recorded as close as Arroyo Seco.

Low

Known to frequently roost in bridges.
Observed roosting and foraging along
the lower Los Angeles River from SR-91
to Willow St. (LSA data). No roosting
habitat on the project site.

Status: Federal Endangered (FE); Federal Threatened (FT); Federal Proposed (FP, FPE, FPT); Federal Candidate (FC); Federally Delisted as Endangered (FDE); United States Fish and
Wildlife Service Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC); California Endangered (CE); California Threatened (CT); California Delisted as Endangered (SDE); Fully Protected Species
(CFP); California Species of Special Concern (CSC); California Special Plant (CSP), California Special Animal (CSA)
CSS = coastal sage scrub
ft = feet/foot
LSA = LSA Associates, Inc.
SR-91 = State Route 91
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