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This section of the Long Beach Historic District Design Guidelines is part of a larger document
created as a planning tool for the City’s historic districts. The guidelines are intended to provide
recommendations, inspiration, and advice as part of an instructive framework that will help
guide sensitive changes to historic properties and encourage rehabilitation. By their nature,
design guidelines are flexible. As such, outcomes may depend on the resource, the surrounding
district, and the goals of the proposed project.
Any changes to the exterior of the property must be given prior approval by Historic Preservation
staff through a Certificate of Appropriateness, and all projects may be subject to other City
requirements not listed within these guidelines.
The first instance of certain terms throughout the Guidelines are highlighted in bold text. These
terms are defined in a glossary in Chapter 5: Additional Resources.
For additional information, please refer to the other chapters of this document:
Chapter 1: Purposes, Procedures & Overview
Chapter 2: Guidelines for Maintenance and Repair
Chapter 3: Design Guidelines by Historic District
Chapter 4: Architectural Style Guides
Chapter 5: Additional Resources
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one to two stories
exposed rafters
and beams

wood siding,
shingles, shakes,
or clapboards

geometric multi-light
windows

moderately pitched
gabled roof
(sometimes hipped)
gabled or shed
porch roofs that echo
shape of primary roof
decorative
brackets

wide, open
overhanging
eaves

art
glass

porches, either full
or partial width

natural materials for
foundation and piers “battered” or sloping widely proportioned
front doors
foundations, chimneys,
wide window and door surrounds,
and porch supports
often with extended lintels
horizontal emphasis

CRAFTSMAN
(1902-1925)

CRAFTSMAN

The Craftsman style, while ubiquitous in Southern California, actually has its roots in England.
During the nineteenth century, the Arts and Crafts movement emerged as a reaction to rapid
industrialization and the increase of mass production. The movement continued to grow and
develop with the work of artist and designers. The concept came to the United States by way
of the movement’s American followers, and was popularized through architectural and design
magazines and journals.1
Pasadena-based architects Charles and Henry Greene brought the Craftsman style to Long
Beach. The Greene brothers were both followers of the Arts and Crafts movement and were
largely inspired by the Japanese “Ho-o-don” pavilion at the 1983 World’s Colombian Exposition.
Two of their earliest and most complete works in Long Beach were the Jennie A. Reeve (1904)
and Adelaide Tichenor (1904-1905) residences.2 The style, which was almost exclusively used for
residential buildings, became so popular that local contractors constructed entire tracts of
Craftsman bungalows.3 In Long Beach, the Craftsman style was most frequently applied to this
smaller one-story house type. Local architects such as W. Horace Austin and Hugh Davies,
influenced by the work of Greene and Greene, designed larger examples in affluent areas of
town such as Bluff Park. At the time, these larger architect-designed Craftsman homes were
often referred to as “Swiss Chalets.”4
The tenets of the Craftsman style include the use of natural-looking materials in their natural
state and an emphasis on the building structure itself. As such, materials like river rock and
clinker brick were often utilized, and structural features such as roof beams and supports were
left exposed for aesthetic affect.
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Additional Examples of the Style
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Building Form and Massing
Craftsman style homes may be one to two stories in height, though many examples are
one-and-a-half stories tall. Generally, Craftsman homes are asymmetrically arranged, though
symmetrical examples do exist, especially smaller-scale Craftsman bungalows derived from
catalogs. The style is characterized by its horizontal emphasis, consisting of volumes that are
wider than they are tall. This horizontal emphasis is accentuated by low-slung, widely
overhanging roofs.

Roof Shape and Materials
Craftsman homes typically have a front- or
cross-gabled roof. Regardless of form, roofs are always
moderately pitched. Eaves are typically very deep and
are never boxed, revealing wood roof elements such as
rafter tails and beams.
Historically, many Craftsman homes may have had
wood shingle or wood shake roofs. Wood shingle roofs
were often in a darker, neutral color laid in a
traditional, alternating pattern. The shingles should
not be so dark as black. While it is always
encouraged to retain historic fabric, replacing
wood
shingles
with
composition
shingles
is
acceptable. Shingles should consist of individual
units laid in a traditional, alternating pattern.

Front-gabled

Cross-gabled

Owners are encouraged to retain historic
wood shingles.
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Composition shingles like the above examples would all be compatible with a Craftsman style residence.

Eaves are left open, exposing structural elements like rafter tails and roof beams.
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Cladding
Craftsman residences are typically clad in horizontally oriented wood siding (top row) or wood
shingles (bottom row). Some examples also have brick or stone cladding, usually toward the
bottom half of the exterior walls and around the foundation.

Horizontal clapboards

Horizontal clapboards

An example of a Craftsman house that has both
wood and brick cladding. The top half of the house is
clad in wood shingles, while the brick surrounds the
bottom of the house and foundation.
Wood shingles

Wood shingles

Although rare in Long Beach, some later examples of the style were clad in stucco. A Craftsman
home should not be clad in stucco unless there is sufficient evidence to demonstrate that the
stucco existed historically.

Foundation
The foundation on a Craftsman house is most likely to be exposed concrete, brick, clinker brick,
cast stone, or natural stone. Many of these materials were chosen for their natural appearance,
especially in higher-style examples, and were never painted.

Chimneys
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Chimneys on a Craftsman house are typically arranged
on a side elevation, and are generally of stone or masonry
construction. Many of these materials were chosen for
their natural appearance, especially in higher-style
examples, and were never painted. Some chimneys are
clad in cast stone, made to appear like natural stone at a
lower cost (left).

Porches and Entryways
The front elevation of a Craftsman house is often visually dominated by a distinctive front porch.
They are typically projecting, with a gabled roof that mimics the primary roofline. Porches are
supported by posts. The thick wood posts are often tapered (or “battered”) and may rest on
large, blocky piers.
The piers may be constructed in a variety of materials including wood siding, brick, clinker brick,
cast stone, natural stone, or concrete. Like the foundation materials, the piers were almost
never painted. The porches are frequently surrounded by a low wall between the support piers,
and less often with a balustrade or railing.

Post

Pier

Railings and Balusters
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Railings and balustrades are not seen on Craftsman
residences as often as other styles in Long Beach. While
many Craftsman homes have a partial or full-width porch
supported by tapered wood posts, these porches do not
often have a railing or balustrade around their perimeter.
However, if the Craftsman house has a baluster or railing, it
is often made out of wide, flat wood boards. In some
cases, larger, two-story Craftsman homes may have a
second-story deck or balcony surrounded by wood railing.
Compatible porch surrounds and railings consist of wood
balustrades with horizontal elements, or a low wall
between posts clad in the same material as the building
exterior.
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Windows
Craftsman windows are always wood, and often feature geometric muntins or art glass. Many
Craftsman houses have large, tripartite windows on the primary elevation. These windows
usually consist of a central, fixed window flanked by smaller operable windows, typically
double- hung. The central window will often have a band of smaller muntins across the top of
the window. The window surrounds are often quite wide, and may have extended lintels.
Single windows may be double-hung or fixed. Examples of casement windows are less
common, but where they do exist, they are typically multi-light and arranged in groups of three.
When replacing non-original windows on a Craftsman residence, consider replacing them with
something similar to the examples below, within the original openings.
Extended Lintel

Muntins

Tripartite window

Tripartite window

(fixed central window, double-hung side windows)

Fixed window with

Fixed window with transom

Single-light double-hung
(one-over-one)

Paired casement with
geometric muntins

Awnings
Awnings are not compatible with the Craftsman style. Generally, the wide eaves of the roof
provide ample shade for the interior. In place of awnings, consider installing interior shutters or
window treatments.
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geometric muntins

(fixed central window, double-hung side windows)

Doors
Craftsman doors are often wider than the average door, and are always wood. Many are
stained to show the natural wood grain rather than painted. Craftsman doors are often quite
decorative, and may be embellished with elaborate paneling, geometric glazing and features
like a dentil shelf. Some examples may be flanked by tall, narrow sidelights.
Other examples include solid wood doors with or without partial glazing, or fully glazed,
multi-light doors. Side and rear doors may be glazed in a multi-light geometric pattern.

CRAFTSMAN

Extended lintel

Dentil shelf
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Dentil shelf

Garage Doors
There are a wide variety of compatible doors for a Craftsman garage, including paneled,
cross-braced or battened doors, with or without partial glazing or carriage style detailing.
Contemporary garage doors are available through various retailers that both mimic the
attractive appearance of a carriage style door and operate using convenient electric openers.
The use of real wood garage doors is encouraged.

Wood carriage style doors

Contemporary compatible door

Porte-Cochères
Porte-cochères are a common feature for the Craftsman style. A typical example consists of a
wood trellis over a side driveway. The trellis is often supported by wood posts resting on blocky
brick or stone piers, mimicking those on the front porch.
Higher-style examples may consist of an extension of the primary or porch roofline over the
driveway, supported by tapered posts and piers.
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Decorative Features
The Craftsman style rarely relied on applied ornament for decoration. Instead, the style
emphasized the beauty of natural building materials and the structure itself, as seen in its
exposed structural members and typically elaborate woodwork. The decorative elements on a
Craftsman building may include extended lintels over doors and windows, brackets supporting
overhanging eaves, hand-crafted lighting, and attic vents under the gabled roofs.

Exposed structural members

Ornamented attic vents

CRAFTSMAN

Extended lintels

Ornate roof brackets
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Lighting
Craftsman style lighting can be quite decorative, featuring materials such as hammered metal
and opalescent or textured glass. The fixtures are typically boxy with geometric detailing and
may have a wide, overhanging shade. Compatible light fixtures should be dark, patinated
metal with geometric glass patterns.
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Fencing

CRAFTSMAN

Compatible fencing for a Craftsman property may consist of a low, wooden fence with
traditional, vertically oriented posts. The fence should have voids or spaces like the examples
shown here. Fences may be painted in a light neutral color, or stained to accent the natural
wood grain.
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Paint Colors
Historically, Craftsman homes were stained or painted dark, neutral or earth-toned colors that
would help the building “blend in” with its site. In more recent years, lighter palettes have
become popular.
Craftsman homes can be painted with color schemes of at least three colors: one for the
exterior cladding, another for trim, and third for windows. A wide variety of colors may be
applied to a Craftsman home, but muted, neutral shades of the color in question are the most
appropriate.
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