
Virtual Community Meeting
Wednesday, June 12, 2024 5:30 PM

Colorado Lagoon 
Restoration Project Update



Å Introductions

Å Zoom Meeting Format

Å Presentation
Å Background

Å Review Scope of Project

Å Progress To Date

Å Timeline

Å FAQ

Å Q&A

Agenda 
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ÅCity Council District 3

ÅPublic Works

City of Long Beach

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update

3

Project Consultants 

ÅHarati Solutions (Project/Construction Management)

ÅAnchor QEA (Engineering Consultant)

ÅTidal Influence (Biological Consultant) 



ÅWebinar

ÅQuestions and Answers (Q&A) - Questions will be answered in 
order they are received.  We will do our best to batch similar 
questions.

ÅPresentation will be made available on City's project web 
page by Friday, June 14, 2024.

ÅUnanswered questions are encouraged to be sent 
to: TidelandsCIP@LongBeach.gov

Zoom Format Directions
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ÅRestores full tidal circulation to Colorado Lagoon

ÅProvides connectivity for wildlife from Alamitos 
Bay to Colorado Lagoon

ÅImproves the quality of Colorado Lagoon for 
plants and animals

ÅProvides a public view of natural coastal habitats

ÅShows the success of a creative partnership to 
fund an important restoration project

Project Background and Need
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2001-2002 Community concern sparked a partnership between the City, Friends of 
 Colorado Lagoon, State Coastal Conservancy, and others to develop a 

  Feasibility Study

2007-2010 Environmental review and restoration planning; Community-based 
  restoration of eastern shoreline

2010-2011 Storm drain improvements (including Termino Ave Drain) and culvert 
cleaning

2012-2013 Initial lagoon sediment removal and western shoreline restoration 

2016-2017 Shallow water habitat creation and northern shoreline restoration

2022  Open channel construction and Marina Vista Park improvements begin

Project History and Prior Milestones
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ÅMobilization, clearing and 
grubbing, and demolition of 
existing park and streets  

ÅHauled clean sandy soil from 
Prisms 1 & 2 and brought to 
ƭŀƎƻƻƴ ǘƻ άƭƛŦǘέ ōƻǘǘƻƳ 
depths of central basin

ÅContractor exported excess 
soil for disposal

Completed Work
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ÅCentral basin sediment 
fill via hydraulic pump 
and guide vessels

Completed Work
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ÅCoffer dam shoring at 
Colorado and Eliot 
Streets (e.g., sheet pile 
installation) to support 
multiple construction 
activities, such as the 
diversion system, utility 
re-construction, and 
bridge construction

Completed Work
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ÅTemporary public access 
pathway through 
project

Completed Work
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Å17 Unmapped Utilities 
Located and Abated

ÅEstablishment of 
temporary utilities (for 
continued service) 

ÅSCE vault removals and 
pole adjustments

Completed Work
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ÅCulvert Diversion to 
maintain tidal 
exchange during 
construction.

ÅDiversion allowed 
for construction of 
RCB

Completed Work: Eliot St
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Construction Progress: Eliot Street

ÅConstructed Eliot Street 
Reinforced Concrete Box 
bridge structure 
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Work in Progress: Eliot Street

ÅWing Walls

ÅUtilities

ÅReroute Diversion 
Channel

ÅSidewalk / Pedestrian 
Path
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Rendering: Eliot Street
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Completed Work: Colorado Street

ÅUtility Bridge 
Constructed
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Work in Progress: Colorado Street

ÅSCE duct bank removal

ÅExcavation and 
construction for the 
apron & wing walls 
(Blue)

ÅNew Utility 
Installations
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Rendering: Colorado Street



ÅEarthwork

ÅHauling and export of 
excess soil offsite

Work in Progress
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ÅMarina Vista Park

ÅGrading

ÅIrrigation

Upcoming work
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Current 
Pedestrian Path 
During Construction 
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Planned Fall 2024
Re-routed 
Pedestrian Path 
During Construction 



Å Construction Start/Mobilization  Nov 2022
Å Street Closures    Starting Nov 28th (16mo)
Å Lagoon Fill     Dec 2022 - Feb 2023
Å Utility Relocations & Bridge   All of 2023
Å Habitat Restoration    Winter-Spring 2024
Å Park Rebuild     Spring-Summer 2024

Shared November 2022 - Preliminary Construction Schedule
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Phase 2a Open Channel Construction
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Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1

2023 2024 20252022

Q2
EXCAVATION, 
DEMO, FILL

RAIN 
IMPACTS 

STREET CLOSURE

FILL 
(CONT)

UTILITY RELOCATION  
& REMOVAL

BRIDGES CONSTRUCTION **

COLORADO STREET CLOSURE

HABITAT 
RESTORATION

PARK REBUILD

3RD PARTY UTILITY REMOVALS 
& HAZ-MAT ABATEMENT

UNMAPPED UTILITIES REMOVAL
& HAZ-MAT ABATEMENT

Shared December 2023 ξ Prior Construction Schedule (Summary)



Current Revised Construction Schedule (Summary) - JUNE 2024
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2023 2024 20252022

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2

EXCAVATION, 
DEMO, FILL

RAIN
IMPACTS

FILL 
(CONT)

UTILITY RELOCATION  
& REMOVAL

BRIDGES CONSTRUCTION

STREET CLOSURES (CONT.)
& PATHWAY RELOCATION

HABITAT 
RESTORATION

PARK REBUILD 
(SOD, FURNISHING)

3RD PARTY UTILITY REMOVALS 
& HAZ-MAT ABATEMENT

UNMAPPED UTILITIES REMOVAL
& HAZ-MAT ABATEMENT

RAIN
IMPACTS

SCE DUCT BANK 
REMOVALSTREET CLOSURES

EARTH WORK, SITE GRADING, IRRIGATION

HAZ-MAT ABATE 
& MGMT

FIELD/SOD 
ESTABLISHMENT



ÅFire Station 14 (FS 14) 
is temporarily closed for 
building improvements

ÅStation is CLOSED while 
undergoing renovations

ÅFor inquiries, please call: 
(562)570-2500

Fire Station 14 Workforce Privacy Project

28

Under Construction - Reopens 
End of Year (2024)
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Existing Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities
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Improved Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities
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Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ)

For more information
https://www.longbeach.gov/pw/
projects/colorado-lagoon-
project/

https://www.longbeach.gov/pw/projects/colorado-lagoon-project/
https://www.longbeach.gov/pw/projects/colorado-lagoon-project/
https://www.longbeach.gov/pw/projects/colorado-lagoon-project/
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FAQ: Is construction impacting the Lagoon? 

ÅThe project goal is to improve the health of the Lagoon.

ÅEnvironmental controls, phasing, and monitoring have been 
implemented to avoid and minimize impacts during restoration 
activities.

ÅThe Lagoon continues to benefit from earlier phases of restoration 
and the existing tidal connection to Marine Stadium will be 
maintained throughout construction with limited and short duration 
interruption that is carefully monitored.
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FAQ: What about Marine Life at the Lagoon? 

ÅMarine life (including marine mammals like sea lions) may travel 
between Marine Stadium and Colorado Lagoon through the existing 
culvert and the construction diversion channel.  

ÅMarine mammal activity was previously evaluated during project 
monitoring. Any closures are subject to project environmental 
monitoring procedures which include specific measures for marine 
mammals. 



Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update

34

FAQ: What types of hazardous materials were encountered that 
necessitated abatement? 

ÅSome utilities that must be removed and relocated for this project 
contained asbestos materials. 

ÅAbatement activities are in compliance with all regulatory 
requirements including material and soil testing, use of personal 
protective equipment, and specific procedures for handling materials 
that contain asbestos to prevent release into the environment.
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FAQ: Is there going to be a path for pedestrians or bicycles?

ÅA temporary pedestrian path has been provided during construction.

ÅExisting pedestrian and bike facilities serving Colorado and Eliot street 
are being maintained and improved.

ÅSidewalks, cross walks, and separated bikeways are maintained.

ÅImprovements include a new trail, wider sidewalks, and shorter 
crossing distances for pedestrians.
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FAQ: Can paddlers, boats, and swimmers use the channel?

ÅNo. Swimmers, paddlers, and boaters may not use the channel.

ÅSwimming is allowed in the Lagoon designated swim area.

ÅPaddling and Boating is allowed in Marine Stadium subject to City 
regulations.
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FAQ: How high are the bridges?

ÅThe bridges are will accommodate full tidal range including king tides.

ÅThe roads slope gently up to the bridges with slopes less than 3.5%

ÅThe bridges are approximately 6-ft higher than the existing road at the 
highest point.
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FAQ: What type of bridges are being constructed?

ÅReinforced Concrete Box Bridges

Bridge Crest 
~6-ft Higher

Existing Road Elevation
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FAQ: What will the bridge look like from the road?

ÅThe bridge will provide views of the open channel, which is the focus 
of this project.

ÅThe street, bike lane, sidewalk, and barriers are major features visible 
from the road.

ÅSimilar features exist at the Marina Drive Bridge 
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Similar Features: Marina Drive Bridge


