
Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Virtual Community Meeting

Monday, November 7, 2022

5:30 PM – 6:30 PM
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• Introductions

• Meeting Guidelines

• Presentation
• Background – Purpose of this project

• History & Project Timeline

• Phase 2A – Open Channel Construction 

• Q&A

Agenda 

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Overview
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• City Council District 3

• Public Works

• Parks, Recreation, and Marine

• Fire Department

City of Long Beach

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Introductions 

Project Contractors 
• Harati Solutions (Project/Construction Management)

• Reyes Construction (General Contractor)

• Anchor QEA (Engineering Consultant)

• Tidal Influence (Biological Consultant) 
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• Participants are requested to stay muted during presentation

• Use "raise" hand feature to queue up for questions at 6:35 P.M.

• Q&A: 2-minutes each per person at the end of presentation

• Presentation will be made available on City's project web page by 
Friday, November 11, 2022.

Reminders

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Zoom Meeting Guidelines
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1. Questions by "raised hand" feature will be answered in the order they 
were received; written questions in chat box will be answered at the 
end of the Q&A.

2. Each participant will have 2-minutes maximum for questions & 
comments.

3. Unanswered questions are encouraged to be sent 
to: TidelandsCIP@LongBeach.gov

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Zoom Meeting Guidelines

Q&A Instructions
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Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
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Project Background – Tidal Restrictions



• Limited Tidal Connection led to:
• Decrease in biodiversity for intertidal and subtidal habitats

• Concentrated levels of contaminants 

• Reduction in flood control capacity

• Overall decline in value of beneficial uses

• Lagoon on 303(d) list impaired waterbody (bacteria, 
trash, metals, pesticides, PAHs, and PCBs)

• Lagoon was listed on Heal the Bay’s Beach Bummers List 
for beaches with the worst water quality in California

Restoration Need 

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Project Background
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Phase 1 – Improve Water Quality

1a – Storm Drain Upgrades (Low Flow Diversion and Trash Separation); Culvert 
Cleaning; Bioswale Install

1b – Remove Contaminated Sediment (Dredging); Grade Western Arm

Phase 2 – Improve Tidal Circulation and Aquatic Habitat

2a – Create Open Tidal Connection Through Park

2b – Grade North Shore; Install Eelgrass & Salt Marsh

Restoration Phases

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Project History
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2001-2002 Community concern sparked a partnership between the City, Friends of 
Colorado Lagoon, State Coastal Conservancy, and others to develop a 
Feasibility Study

2007-2010 Environmental review and restoration planning; Community-based 
restoration of eastern shoreline

2010-2011 Storm drain improvements (including Termino Ave Drain) and culvert cleaning

2012-2013 Initial lagoon sediment removal and western shoreline restoration 

2016-2017 Shallow water habitat creation and northern shoreline restoration

2022 Open channel construction and Marina Vista Park improvements begin

Timeline of Restoration 

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Project History
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Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
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Project History - Accomplishments



• Restores full tidal circulation to Colorado Lagoon

• Provides connectivity for wildlife from Alamitos Bay to Colorado Lagoon

• Improves the quality of Colorado Lagoon for plants and animals

• Provides a public view of natural coastal habitats

• Shows the success of a creative partnership to fund an important restoration 
project

Importance of the Open Channel Restoration 

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Phase 2a Open Channel Construction
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• Maintain existing uses at Marina Vista, Marine Stadium, and Alamitos Heights 
Parks

• Achieve restoration goals 

• Achieve mitigation bank requirements

• Maintain existing culvert connection for tidal flow during construction

• Minimize construction impacts as much as feasible

Open Channel Restoration Design Considerations

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Phase 2a Open Channel Construction
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Colorado Lagoon Open Channel Site Plan & Renderings
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Eliot Street Looking North
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Colorado Street Looking South
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PLACEHOLDER

INSERT PHOTO OF EXISTING 
VIEW



Project Renderings
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View of New Tidal Channel
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• Construction Start/Mobilization Nov 2022
• Street Closures Starting Nov 28th (16mo)
• Lagoon Fill Dec 2022 - Feb 2023
• Utility Relocations & Bridge All of 2023
• Habitat Restoration Winter-Spring 2024
• Park Rebuild Spring-Summer 2024

Preliminary Construction Schedule

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Phase 2a Open Channel Construction
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Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
Phase 2a Open Channel Construction – Staging and Pedestrian Detour

Construction 
Fencing

Pedestrian Route
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Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
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Phase 2a Open Channel Construction – Vehicular Detours

Fire Station 14 
Detour

Detour to 
Bellflower Blvd.

Detour to 
Bellflower Blvd.

Digital Message 
Boards

Exact Locations TBD



Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update
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Phase 2a Open Channel Construction – Lagoon Facility Closures

Closed to Public 
During Lagoon Fill

Approx. 6-8 Weeks

Approximate Extent of Lagoon Fill



Stay Connected!

Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update

Email:

TidelandsCIP@longbeach.gov

Project Web Page:

https://www.longbeach.gov/pw/projects/colorado-lagoon-project/

Social Media:

@LBPublicWorks on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
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Colorado Lagoon Restoration Project Update

Question and Answer Session

THANK YOU!
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