
longbeach.gov/ pw
April 25, 2026

Drake -Chavez Community 
Workshop
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

Agenda

1. Opening Remarks

2. Project Team

3. Community Workshop Purpose

4. Project Background

5. Drake-Chavez Connection (Proposed 
new park)

6. Drake-Chavez Master Plan

7. Q&A

8. Interactive Activities



33

Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

 Council Member

Mary Zendejas

District 1
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

 Project Team

Department of Public Works

Josh Hickman, Director

Marilyn Surakus, Bureau Manager 

Charlene Angsuco, Project Management Officer

Catherine Nguyen, Program Manager

Department of Parks, Recreation, and Marine

Stephen Scott, Director

Janiece McMullin, Acting Business Operations 
Bureau Manager

Danielle Lewis, Developmen1t Officer

Sherlyn Beatty, Partnership Officer

Heidi Mazas, Recreation Superintendent

Kevmany Paimany, Community Services Supervisor

Etnangte Roeung, Community Services Supervisor

Stoss Landscape Urbanism
Landscape Architect of Record

Lorcan OɅHerlihy 
Architects

Psomas
Civil Engineering

The Robert 
Group

Community Engagement

HR&A
Economic Analysis

Structural Focus
Structural Engineer

Jacobus & Yuang
Estimating

Design Team

Buro Happold
Structural + Marine 

Engineering
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

Community Workshop Purpose

Drake -Chavez Connection

ÅShare Community Engagement feedback and program priorities

ÅShare draft concept design based on community priorities for 

additional feedback

Drake -Chavez Master Planning

ÅExisting Conditions 

ÅSite Constraints and Opportunities

ÅCommunity feedback on programming priorities

Drake -Chavez 
Master Planning

Drake -Chavez 
Connection
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

Background

River Tidal Lands Acquisition (2006) Drake/Chavez Greenbelt Master Plan (2007 ɀ 2010)
NORTH

Å ~$6M funding from California Natural Resources 
Agency (CNRA)

Å City acquired 8 industrial parcels along LA River 
to create parks and open space totaling ~15 
acres

Å Prop A and General Funds used to develop Drake 
Chavez Master Plan with community feedback

Å Not filed and accepted with City Council
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

 In 2019, the Drake -Chavez Vision Plan was updated to reflect adjacent 
initiatives and completed projects.

WORKSHOPS
4 with Willmore neighborhood

VISION PLAN
Drake-Chavez Connection
City Council received and filed in 2019

ADDITIONAL PROJECTS 
LB MUST 
Shoreline Drive Realignment
Shoemaker Bridge Relocation

NORTH
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop
Å Drake-Chavez Master Plan community feedback needed to inform vision for new connections to park space

Å Adjacent opportunities created by two nearby projects: Shoreline Drive Re -Alignment and Shoemaker Bridge Relocation  

Å Construction timeline implementation TBD ɀ pending full funding; requires Federal & State funding

Existing Conditions Interim Condition:
Partial Shoreline Drive re -alignment New 

Shoemaker Bridge construction

Interim Condition:
Demo old Shoemaker Bridge

 

Future Conditions

NORTH
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

 Drake -Chavez Connection (Proposed New Park)

Existing LA River Bike Path

Cesar E. 
Chavez Park

Drake 
Park

NORTH

LB Must
Phase I

LB Must
Phase II

DRAKE-CHAVEZ 
CONNECTION

(PROPOSED NEW 
PARK)
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

 Shoreline Drive Re -alignment and Existing Shoemaker Bridge 

NORTH

DRAKE-CHAVEZ 
MASTER PLAN 
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

Shoemaker Bridge Construction

NORTH

MASTER PLAN 
AREA

DRAKE-CHAVEZ 
CONNECTION 

(PROPOSED NEW PARK)

NEW 
SHOEMAKER 

BRIDGE
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Drake -Chavez Community Workshop

 Shoemaker Bridge Relocation & Shoreline Drive Re -alignment

NORTH

DRAKE-CHAVEZ 
CONNECTION

(PROPOSED NEW PARK)
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Drake -Chavez Connection

Project Site

ÅThe project site is located at 

970 West Chester Place in 

council district 1 

ÅThe site is bound by West 

Chester Place to the north, 

Fairbanks Avenue to the 

west, and West 7 th  Street to 

the south

ÅThe east side of the site is 

adjacent to residences in the 

Willmore neighborhood

ÅA portion of the site is part of 

the LB MUST Phase 2 project, 

which is connected to the 

wetlands and treatment 

facility across the street

ÅWest 7th  Street to the south is 

the Shoemake bridge 

westbound on ramp 

Drake -Chavez 
Connection Project
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Drake -Chavez Connection

Budget

Funding Source Amount

POLB Grant $ 991,100

Park Impact Fees $ 1,000,000

RMC Grant $ 453,000

LA County TAP $ 400,000

Total $ 2,844,100

Drake-Chavez Connection Project (Proposed New Park)

* Additional funding will be required for 
Construction 
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Drake -Chavez Connection

Existing Conditions

Å4.5 acres 

ÅHistorically, the site was an MTA 
Maintenance Yard

ÅCurrently, the site is used as 
offices and storage for City 
operations

OPPORTUNITIES / CONSTRAINTS

ÅThe site is covered by a 
10" concrete slab and in good 
condition

ÅConcrete demolition is 
prohibitively expensive

MTA BUILDING

ÅExisting structure is in fair 
condition and can be repurposed 
for park programming with 
renovations
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Project Goals

Drake -Chavez Connection

EQUITABLE ENGAGEMENT

CREATE QUALITY FLEXIBLE SPACES RATHER THAN ONES 
UJCU FQ ǳUQQ OVEJǴ

DESIGN TO BUDGETS + IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE GOALS

CONSIDER STRATEGIC ENHANCED NATIVE PLANTING 
FOR SHADE, BIODIVERSITY, + DROUGHT TOLERANCE

PROVIDE SAFE, COMFORTABLE, + MAINTAINABLE 
SPACESFOR ALL

MAINTAIN EXISTING CONCRETE
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Community Engagement 

2019

Four Workshops

Program Use/Survey

2021 527 Total Responses

In-person Survey (233)

Online Survey (294 )

2025  230 Total Attendees; 

536 survey responses

10.16  In-Person Workshop (44)

10.20 Virtual Workshop (38 )

10.26 MOLAA Event (70)

11.13 Virtual Stakeholder (28)ʋ

11.13 Aquarium Eventʋ (50)

2026 

1.16 Cesar Chavez Elementary 
School Student Council

ʋ4.21 Edison Elementary School

4.23 Virtual Stakeholder

4.25 In-Person Workshop

4.30 Virtual Workshop

Drake -Chavez Connection
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Youth Engagement and Pop -Up Events

Youth Engagement (Chavez Elementary Student Council)

Aquarium of the Pacific Pop-Up Dia de Los Muertos Pop-Up, Museum of Latin American Art

Drake -Chavez Connection

Youth Engagement (Edison Elementary Workshop) 



1919

2025 - 2026 Community Priorities

Å Youth Recreation (Tennis, Volleyball, 
Soccer, Basketball)

Å Roller Skating

Å Skateboarding

Å MTA Building as a multi -purpose use

Å Mercado/Market Plaza

Å Native Planting

Å Community Garden

Å Lighting (not too bright for the 
neighbors)

Å Shade Structures

Å Parking

Å Safety and Security

Drake -Chavez Connection

Workshop #1 (Oct 2025): Attendees sharing program priorities (top left), sketching layout ideas (bottom left), and mapping 
site experiences (right).


